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buorpadpuunara cnpaBka nHa I[laBnmHa Conauka TmOKasBa, 4Ye TS NpHI0OUBA
MarucTbpcka crerneH no ETHonorus cbe cneumanusanus ,,EtHocn u kyntypu“ B HO3Y
»Heoput Puicku® mpe3 2001 r. Ot 2018 1. € penoBHa TOKTOpaHTKa B Kareapa ,,ETHOmOTUS 1
Oankanuctuka™“ Ha @unonornyeckuss (GaxyaTeT B ChUIMS yHHBeEpcUTeT. Pabotu karo
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XOHOPYBAaH MPENOAABaTeNl U BOAW YIPAKHEHUs MO AUCUUIUIMHATA , MIcTOpus M Teopus Ha
€THOJIOTusATa™.

JlucepTallMOHHUAT TPYJ CHhABPKA YBOJ, JBE TJIaBH, 3aKIOYeHHe u Oubmmuorpadus c
o0m1 0bem ot 144 koMmmoTepHH cTpaHulid. [lo Temara Ha AucepTanusaTa ca MOATOTBEHU TPU
nyOJuKauu Ha OBJATapCKH €3WK B ABTOPUTETHH HAydyHM u3gaHusA. l[IpencraBeHute ot
JIOKTOpAaHTKaTa MaTepHalld HAMBJIHO CHOTBETCTBAT HAa MHHUMAIHHUTE HAIlMOHAIHU
M3UCKBaHMS 32 MPOBEXKAAHE HA MpOIeaAypaTa.

TemaTta 3a Tpyga W TpPYJOBOTO BCEKMIHEBHE HMa YTBBPACHO MSCTO B
AHTPONOJIOTUYHUTE H3CIEABAHMS Ha coluanuima. [IpeacTaBeHuAT TEKCT c€ OTJIMYaBa C
HOBAaTOPCKH TMOJXOJI Ha JUCEPTAaHTKaTa KbM Ta3uW TeMa, KOATO TA pa3paboTBa MOCPEICTBOM
MHOTOIUIACTOB €THOJIOTUYEH aHalu3 Ha TPYJOBHUS KUBOT HA JKEHUTE PAOOTHUYKU B €IHO
,,O0Pa3IOBO™ COIMANIMCTUYECKO MpeAnpustue B bbiarapus. JKeHCKHST Tpyl, MOCTaBeH B
LIEHThpa Ha AaBTOPOBOTO NPOYYBAHE, CIOJIYWIHMBO CE€ pa3MekJa B KOHTEKCTa Ha
COIMAINCTHYECKATa WJCOJIOTHS W TP OTYWTAHE BIUSHHETO Ha OOIIECTBEHOTO,
MKOHOMHYECKOTO M KyITypHOTO pa3Butue npe3 70-te u 80-te ronuuu Ha XX B. ABTOpOBara
3acilyra € B OTKpUBaHE U aKIEHTUPaHE BbPXY TACHATa BPb3Ka Ha TPYJOBOTO BCEKUIHEBUE Ha

KCHHUTEC C p€aulia aCIi€KTHU OT TEXHHA )KU3HCH CBAT.



Cpo0Opa3zHo wu3MCKBaHMATa 3a OQOpMsSHE Ha Jucepranus, B YBoJa SCHO ca
nepuHUpaHN paMKHUTE HA U3CIEIBAHETO — OOCKT, MPEIMET, U3CIEeI0BATEICKH 1IeNTH U 3a1a4H,
METOAOJIOTUA U eMIupru4Ha 06a3a. MHOTO CHOJMYYIMB U MOKa3aTeleH € u300pbT HAa 0OEKT Ha
W3ClIeIBaHe — TIOTIOHEB KomOuwHaT , Ilupun” B bmaroesrpam, emHO OT Hail-yCIeUTHUTE
CTOMAHCKHU TMPEANPHUATHS B €AUH OT Hal-MeYeIuBIIUTe HKOHOMUYECKH OTpacid B
couuanucruuecka buiarapus. MHoro 1o0pe u apryMEHTHpPaHO € NpPEACTaBEH NMPEAMETHT Ha
u3cieaBaHe, KaTo BHMMAHHMETO Ha aBTOpKaTa €€ HAacoyBa KbM IPOTHYALIMTE IPOLECU
,»OTIONY, B paMKHUTE Ha TPYAOBOTO BCEKHJHEBHE B HIpeampustuero. /luceprantkara ce
MHTEpeCcyBa OT HACTBIBAIIUTE IIPOMEHU B TPYyJIOBaTa Cpejia, OT HArjacure, OTHOLICHUSTA U
cTpaTeruure Ha paboremmure. Ts pasriexia TEXHUS TPYJOB CBAT KAaTo I0JIe, B KOETO C€
cpeuiaT ONUTHUTE 3a HajaraHe Ha MJIC0JIOTMYECKUTE MOJEJIM Ha BJIACTTa M €KEAHEBHOTO
MOBE/ICHUE U ICUCTBUA HA )KEHUTE, BKIIOYCHH B CHCTEMaTa Ha HAaeMHHUS TPY/I.

[IpuHocen xapakTtep B paboTara uMa MPUBINYAHETO, 0OPaOOTBAHETO U BHBEXKIAHETO
B Hay4yHO OOpblleHHe Ha Oorara m3BopoBa 0a3a. Ha mbpBO MsICTO 1€ 1MOcoYa apXUBHUTE
JOKYMEHTH Ha KOMOMHara, cbXpaHsBaHu B JlbpkaBHHMS apxuB — briaroesrpaa. B tix
JIUCepTaHTKaTa OTKPMBAa BaXKHU CBEACHUSA 3a HajaraHata IMOJUTHKA M HJEOJIOTHA, 32
OpraHmM3alusaTa Ha TpyAa M pe3yATaTUTe, KaKTO U 3a KOHKPETHUTE TPYIOBH MPAKTHKHU.
JlomrbiBaHETO Ha TE€3M NMCMEHM U3BOPU C MOIMKYyBaHM MaTepualyd B perMOHAJIHATA Ipeca U
BbB BEJOMCTBEHOTO CIIMCaHUE, [oMara 3a M3rpakJaHETO Ha IUTbTHA KapTHHA Ha TPYIOBUS
KUBOT B NPEANPUATUETO U 32 OTKPUBAHE HA MACTOTO My B IpajickaTa Cpe/ia U B CUCTEMATa Ha
,bynaraprabak“. Jlpyrd CbIIECTBEHM H3BOPHU 3a paboTaTra CbhCTaBISIBAT MPOBEAECHUTE OT
aBTOpKarTa JBajeceT OMOorpauuHM HHTEPBIOTA C PECIOHAECHTU OT Pa3IUYHU HepapXUuHU
HUBA B MPEANPHUATHETO, 16 keHn u 4 Mbxe. MHOro 100pe 000CHOBAaHM ca MPHJIAraHETO Ha
OouorpaduyHUs METOJ W Bpb3KaTa, KOSTO aBTOpKaTa MpaBU C TeMara 3a MamerTa u
CIOMHSIHETO Ha OJM3KOTO MHHajo0. B Tekcra mposinyaBa yMEHMETO Ha JUCEpTaHTKaTa Ja
W3BJIMYA MakcUMalHa MH(opmanus OT chbOpaHUTE MaTepHalyd U CHOJYYIMBO J1a ChUeTaBa
pa3IMYHUTE BHUJIOBE HW3BOPH, 3a Ja PEKOHCTpyHWpa €AHA IUIbTHA KapTHHA Ha TPYIOBUTE
OTHOIIEHHUS U Bb3AECUCTBUETO UM BBPXY BCEKUAHEBUETO Ha KeHUTE. [IperneabT Ha HaydyHUTE
TpynoBe cien 60-te roguHu Ha XX B. MOKa3Ba J00po MO3HaBaHE OT CTpaHa Ha aBTOpKaTa Ha
pe3yJITaTUTE M NpPWJIAraHUTE METOAM Ha YUYEHU, U3CJIENBAIM TEMUTE 32 BCEKUJHEBUETO U
Tpyna B bbarapus B nepuona Ha conuann3Ma, KakTo U Ha OTHOILEHUSATA MEXIY MOJOBETE U
U3CleIBaHUATA Ha KEHUTE.

B IIspBa rmaBa ,Opranmsanus Ha Tpysa B TK ,Ilupun“ — bnaroesrpaa® upes

MHO>KECTBO ;[o6pe AHAJIU3UpPAHU TIPUMCPU OT ApPXUBHU H HY6J'II/IKYB8.HI/I Marepuajimn ¢



MPEACTABEHO HJICOJIOTU3UPAHETO HA TPYJOBOTO BCEKUAHEBUE MOCPEICTBOM JEMHOCTTa Ha
napTuiiHaTa opraHusanus. AHaIU3UpaHU C€ IMOJIUTUYECKUTE MEXAHU3MU M CTpaTeruu 3a
HaOJIoeHNe, KOHTPOJ M BIHMSHUE BBPXY NpodecuoHanHara paboTa W MPOU3BOJCTBEHUTE
MpOLIECH, 32 HaKa3aHUs U CTHUMYJIHpaHE Ha paboTemmure, KaTto € OObpHATO BHUMaHHE Ha
npobieMuTe MpU TAXHOTO mIpuiarane. llsmara mpexa OT HM3rpaZeHH B MPEINPHUSITHETO
CTPYKTYPH 32 UICOJIOTUYECKO U MOJIMTHYECKO BB3/ICHCTBHUE C TEXHHS KaJIpOBU ChCTaB 100MBa
IUTBTHU U ACHU odepTanus. [IpuHoC Ha aucepranusaTa €, 4e TEeKCThT yOSAUTEIHO M3TPaXKaa
KOHKpeTeH o0pa3 Ha €IHO COLMAJIMCTHYECKO TPYAOBO BCEKHIHEBHE, IOCTABEHO O]
MJICOJIOTMYECKU HATUCK M MPU YINPAXKHABAH TOTAJIECH MOJIUTHYECKU Han3op. OTKpUTH ca U ca
U3CcleBaHU OTHOUIEHMSTa Ha pabOTEeIIUTEe M HAUMHUTE Ha BB3IPUEMAHE WU ChIPOTUBA
Cpelly Te3U ONUTH 3a BIMSHHE U KOHTPOJ BBbPXY TPYAOBOTO BCEKHJHEBHE U CBOOOJHOTO
BpeMe. ABTOpKaTa yMeJIO CbhIOCTaBsi CBOUTE PE3YyJTaTH C M3CICABAHUATA HA YUYEHH I10
npo0JieMy Ha TPYIOBUS KHUBOT Yy HAC MO BpeMe Ha COI[HaIU3Ma.

B Ttexkcra Bb3 ocHoBa Ha nybOnukauumum U gokyMeHTd II. Conauka mnpencrasst
U3CIE0BAaTEICKUSl OOEKT Karo yCIeWeH TMpuMep 3a ,,eTAIOHHO  HPEIIpHUsITHE B
COLIMaJIMCTUYECKaTa NKOHOMUKA. B chIioTo Bpeme obave e o0pe ouepTaHa u apyra cTpaHa
Ha TPYAOBHUS XKUBOT B KOMOMHATa: aBTOpKAaTa OTKPUBA apXUBHU CBEICHHS 32 MHOTOOPOWHU
npoOJIeMH KaTO CBPBXTEKYYECTBO, HHCKOKBATM(HUIMPAHU KAJPH, TEXKBK, clabo IulaTeH U
4eCcTO U3BBHpPENEH TpyA, padoTa Ha TpU CMEHHU, CBpbXxHaTOBapBaHe Ha xeHuTe. [I. Comauka
aHaJIM3Upa CTpPATEruuTe 3a MPEOJ0JIABaHE Ha Te3M MpOoOJIEMH OT CTpaHa Ha PbKOBOJCTBOTO
IJIABHO Ype3 OCUTYPSIBAHETO HA COLMAJIHU MPHUIOOUBKHU. JJaHHUTE OT MUCMEHUTE U3TOYHUIH
HaMUpaT MOTBBPKIACHUS Ype3 pa3Ka3uTe Ha PECIIOHACHTUTE, KOUTO Bb3 OCHOBA Ha CBOS OIMT
Y MHAMBUYaJHU TPEXKUBSBAHUS J]aBaT OLEHKAa B CIIOMEHUTE CH Ha TPYJIOBUS CH >KUBOT, Ha
CTpaTeTMHUTE 3a CHpaBsHE C MPOOJIEeMUTE Ha TPYAOBOTO BCEKHUIHEBHE. MHOro TOYHO €
OIMCAaHO M aHAJIM3MPAHO M3IOJI3BAHETO Ha padoTaTa, Hail-Beue HA TPYHOBUTE PECYpCH KaToO
CPEICTBO 3a CIIpaBsiHE C Ae(PUIINTHU U 32 JOCTBII 10 CTOKU U YCIYTH, T.€ KaTO BaXKEH COIMaJICH
kanutai. [pyra cuiiHa cTpaHa Ha TEKCTa € odepTaHaTa 1moApoOHa KapTHHA Ha cHCTEMara OT
COLMAJIHU YCIYTH W TPUAOOMBKH, 4pe3 KOMTO NPEANPHUATHETO C€ ONUTBa Ja u30erHe
TEKy4eCTBOTO, HO M JIa MMOCTAaBU JIMYHOTO MPOCTPAHCTBO M YACTHMA JKMBOT Ha paboTeuiure
101 3aBUCUMOCT U KOHTpoJI. CIIONIy4IMBO € IpeCTaBeHa TACHATa Bpb3Ka MEXIY YaCTHUSA U
TPYIOBHSI CBST Upe3 M3CJIE/IBaHE HA HSIKOW Ba)KHU aCIEKTH Ha COLMATUCTHYECKOTO TPYAOBO
BCEKHJIHEBHE KAaTO MPa3HULU U PUTYalIH, CIOPTHU M KYJITYpHU OEHHOCTH, XY/I0’KECTBEHA

CaMOJENHOCT.



Bropa rnaBa ,,TpynoBoto BcekuaneBue Ha xkeuute B TK ,Ilupun* — bnaroesrpan
MIPaBU aHAJIU3 HAa HAYYHUTE U3CJIeIBAaHUS, IOCBETEHH Ha MPOOJIEMHUTE OKOJIO MAaCOBU3UPAHETO
Ha IUIATEHUs XEHCKU TpyJ Karo 4YacT OT JbpKaBHATa IOJMTHKA 3a COLMAIMCTUYECKA
MOJIEpHHM3allMsl U Ha MPEKOMEPHOTO HATOBapBaHEe Ha JKEHHUTE 4Ype3 BMEHSBAHETO WM Ha
TPYIOBH, OOILIECTBEHM M CEMEHHU OTrOBOPHOCTH. ABTOpKaTa MpociiefsBa O(UIHATHO
nponaraHupaHuTe o0pa3u Ha paboTelaTa keHa B MEIMUTE, B YaCTHOCT BbB BEJJOMCTBEHOTO
u3JlaHue ,,bhIrapcku TIOTIOHK, IICHHOCTUTE U TOOPOJIETENNTEe, KOUTO C€ OYaKBaT OT Hes. B
MIPOTUBOBEC Ha T€3M HJeAIM3UpaHu 00pa3u ce sIBSBAT pa3Ka3uTe Ha HHPOPMATOPKUTE, KOUTO
OUYepTaBaT PEATHOTO TPYIOBO BCEKMJIHEBUE: TEXKKUS TPYHI MO OTIJIEKIAHETO HA TIOTIOHA,
TpylaoBaTa HpHUHYJA 3a W3XpaHBAaHE HA MHOTOJIIOJHU JIOMAaKHWHCTBA, 3aJb/DKUTEIHATA
o0IlIecTBeHa NEHHOCT B mpodecnoHatHaTa U HmapTHiHaTa OpraHu3anuy, GeMUHH3anMATa Ha
oTpachlia. ABTOpKaTa odyepTaBa OCHOBHHUTE MPOMEHHU B COI[MAIIHATA TO3MIIMS Ha JKCHUTE B
pe3ynTaT OT BKJIIOYBAHETO MM B HAaeMHHUA TPYyJ — TAXHATA COLMATIM3alUsl U3BBH TsACHATA
ceMeiHa cpela, Bb3MOXHOCTTA 3a COOCTBEHM JIOXOAM, MPOMSHATA B UJCHTHUYHOCTTA HM.
BaxxHo MsicTo B TekcTa 3aeMaT KOMEHTApUTE HAa aBTOpKaTa I10 IOBOJ OTHOIIEHHWETO Ha
PECTIOHJICHTKUTE KbM TE€3H IPOMEHH.

[IpenmMer Ha wu3cneABaHE B Ta3W 4YacT Ha TEKCTa € JMIcaTa Ha TPyAOBa
PaBHOMOCTAaBEHOCT MEXAY MBKETE U )KEHUTE B MPEANPUATHETO: Npeol1aiaBalioTo MICTO Ha
KEHUTE Ha HUCKOIJIATEHH U c€1a00 KBAIM(DUIMPAHU MO3ULMU U 3a€MaHETO Ha PHKOBOJHU
n00pe MIaTeH! JJIBKHOCTH OCHOBHO OT Mbxke. Oco0eHO BHUMaHUE AMCEpTaHTKaTa oOpblia
Ha M3TPaXJaHUTE TPYIOBH B3aMMOOTHOLIEHHS Ha PaOOTHOTO MSCTO M TSAXHOTO BIIHMSHHE
BBpXY JIn4yHata chepa Ha padoremure xeHu. OLeHsBaM KaTo IPUHOCHU aBTOPOBUTE aHAIU3U
Ha pe/lMlia acleKTH Ha TPYAOBOTO BCEKUHEBUE HA KEHUTE U MOCTABSIHETO HA MPOOJIEMUTE B
JUCKypca Ha JUKEHIbD U3CIIEABaHUATA.

Kakto kbM Beska aucepTalusi HA HauMHAEIl M3CJIeA0BaTeNl, U KbM HACTOAILIUSA TPYA
Morar Aa ObAaT OTHPaBeHU KPUTUYHM OEJIeKKH, IPENOpPbKU U KoMeHTapu. Ha Hsikou MecTa B
TEKCTa aBTOpKaTa He € ycCIsila Jia 3ara3yd KpUTUYHA JUCTAHIUS CIPSIMO CBOUTE PECIIOHJEHTH,
KOSATO € OT BaXHO 3HAa4Y€HHME 3a pojsATa Ha ydeHHs uscienosaren. IIpum mpencraBsHe Ha
EeMIIUPUYHUTE U3BOPH OW CIIEIBAJIO Ja HaMepu MSACTO M3JajieHaTa TpyJoBa aBroOmorpadus
Ha JBITOTOAWIIHMS TeHepalieH JupekTop Ha ,,bynraprabak” J[. SIIKoB, KOSTO € IIMPOKO
u3noi3BaHa B Tekcra. KbM TO3M M3BOp ChI0 OM MOTIJIa J1a ce HamlpaBU KPUTHYHA pediiekcust
oT aucepraHTKarta. [IpaBu BrewarieHue JUIcCaTa 3aKIOYEHHE KbM JBETE IJIaBH, KOETO Ja

O606H_[I/I ABTOPOBUTC aHAJIMTUYHU PE3YJITATH B CbOTBETHATA YaCT.



Tesu Mom Oenmexku obOaue He omanmoBakaBaT paborara Ha IlaBamHa Comauka.
Hanpotus, n30panure u3ciaenoBaTelICKH aKEHTH U JOOpUTE aHAJIM3M, HalpaBeHU Ha 0a3aTta
Ha 60I‘aTI/I CMIIMPUYHHU MaATCpHAIM MH JOaBaT OCHOBAHUC KATCTrOPUYHO Ja 3adBsi, UYC
MPEJCTaBEHUSAT TEKCT MMa PEaulla MPUHOCH KbM ETHOJIOTUYHUTE MPOYYBAaHUS Ha Tpyda B
nepuosia Ha OJIM3KOTO HM MHHaNO. PaboTara moka3Ba Kak IUIATCHHUAT TPYH, IMOJIAaTaH 3ajl
,,BUTPHHATA” HA €JHO 3HAKOBO COIMAIUCTHYECKO MPEINPHITHE, KOHKPETHO C€ OTpassBa
BbpXY HauWHa Ha KHUBOT M BCCKHJIHCBUCTO Ha XCHUTC, OTKPHBA W H3CJICABA HCTOBUTC
XapakTepHuTe 4epTH. Jlucepramusara gaBa JOOBp NMPUMEp 3a HAYYHU 3aHMMaHUS, YMEIO
CHUTYHpaHH €JHOBPEMEHHO B AHTPOIIOJIOTHATA Ha COIUAIM3Ma, CTHOJIOTHATA Ha Tpyda U
JOKCHABP U3CIICABAHUATA.

3aKIFOYCHUETO Ha JUCEPTAIlMOHHUS TPYA BSPHO M TOYHO 000OIIaBa OCHOBHHTE
aBTOPOBU HM3BOJHU. ABTOpedepaThT KOPEKTHO OTPa3siBa ChIbPKAHUETO Ha JHCEpPTALHUATA U

npeacTaBsd r’iaBHUTEC MOMCHTH U U3BOJAU OT U3CJICABAHCTO.

3AKIIIOYEHUE

[IpencraBeHuAT OUCEPTAaUMOHEH TPyH HANBJIHO OTroBaps HAa WM3UCKBAHMATA HA
3PACPD u na IIpaBunHuka 3a HEroBoTO Ipuiarade. Bp3 ocHOBa Ha Hay4HUTE INPHUHOCHU HA
JUcepTanusaTa IjiacyBaM IOJIOKMTEIHO U IpeajaraM Ha wieHoBeTe Ha HayunoTo xypu na
MOJIKPENAT NMPUCHKIAHETO Ha oOpa3oBaTelHaTa M Hay4dHa cTereH ,,Jlokrtop* Ha IlaBnuna
MuroBa Conauka B npodecroHanHo HanpasieHue 2.1. ,,dunonorus’, HaydHa CHEMaTIHOCT

q)OJ'II(J'IOpI/ICTI/IKa N CTHOJIOTHA.

27.05.2022 r. Perienzenr:

Codus no11. 1-p Manka Ilerposa
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Pavlina Solachka's CV shows that she obtained her Master's degree in Ethnology with
specialization in Ethnos and Cultures at the Southwestern University “Neofit Rilski” in 2001.
Since 2018 she is a full-time PhD student at the Department of Ethnology and Balkan Studies
of the Faculty of Philology at the same university. She has been working as a technical
assistant in the department since 2012, and in the current academic year she is a lecturer and
teaches classes in the discipline “History and Theory of Ethnology”.

The dissertation contains an introduction, two chapters, a conclusion and a
bibliography with a total of 144 computer pages. Three publications have been prepared on
the subject of the dissertation in Bulgarian in reputable scientific publications. The materials
submitted by the PhD candidate fully comply with the minimum national requirements for the
procedure.

The topic of work and everyday working life has an established place in
anthropological studies of socialism. The present text is distinguished by the dissertator's
innovative approach to this topic, which she develops through a multilayered ethnological
analysis of the working lives of women workers in a “model” socialist enterprise in Bulgaria.
Women's work, the focus of the author's study, is successfully examined in the context of
socialist ideology and with consideration of the impact of social, economic and cultural
developments in the 1970s and 1980s. The author's merit lies in discovering and emphasizing
the close relationship of women's everyday working lives to a number of aspects of their life
world.

In accordance with the requirements for the dissertation, the Introduction clearly
defines the framework of the study — object, subject, research aims and objectives,

methodology and empirical basis. The choice of the object of the study — the Tobacco



Combine “Pirin” in Blagoevgrad, one of the most successful business enterprises in one of the
most profitable economic sectors in socialist Bulgaria, is very successful and indicative. The
subject of the research is presented very well and substantiated, as the author's attention is
focused on the processes taking place “from below”, within the everyday working life of the
enterprise. The author is interested in the changes occurring in the working environment, in
the attitudes, relations and strategies of the workers. She considers their world of labor as a
field in which the attempts to impose ideological models of power meet the everyday
behavior and actions of women involved in the waged labour system.

The attraction, processing and introduction into scientific circulation of a rich source
base has contributed to the work. First of all, I would like to mention the archival documents
of the plant, stored in the State Archive — Blagoevgrad. In them, the author found important
information about the imposed policy and ideology, about the organization of work and the
results, as well as about the specific labour practices. Supplementing these written sources
with published material in the regional press and in the departmental magazine helps to build
a thick picture of working life in the enterprise and to discover its place in the urban
environment and in the “Bulgartabac” system. Twenty biographical interviews conducted by
the author with respondents from different hierarchical levels in the enterprise, 16 women and
4 men, constitute other essential sources for the work. The application of the biographical
method and the connection the author makes with the memory studies and remembrane of the
recent past are very well grounded. An evident of the text is the author's ability to extract
maximum information from the collected materials and to skillfully combine the different
types of sources to reconstruct a dense picture of labour relations and their impact on women's
everyday lives. A review of scholarly writings since the 1960s shows the author's familiarity
with the results and methods applied by scholars who have explored themes of everyday life
and work in Bulgaria during the period of socialism, as well as gender relations and women's
studies.

In Chapter One,”Organization of Labour in the Tobacco Combine “Pirin” —
Blagoevgrad”, the ideologization of everyday working life through the activities of the party
organization is presented through numerous well-analyzed examples from archival and
published materials. The political mechanisms and strategies for monitoring, control and
influence on professional work and production processes, for punishing and stimulating
workers are analyzed, and attention is paid to the problems in their implementation. The
whole network of ideological and political influence structures established in the enterprise

with their personnel becomes dense and clear.



The contribution of the dissertation is that the text convincingly builds a concrete
image of a socialist everyday working life, under ideological pressure and total political
supervision. The attitudes of workers and the ways in which they perceived or resisted these
attempts to influence and control their everyday work and leisure time are uncovered and
explored. The author skillfully juxtaposes her results with the research of scholars on issues of
working life in the country under socialism.

In the text based on publications and documents P. Solachka presents the research
object as a successful example of a “benchmark” enterprise in the socialist economy. At the
same time, however, another aspect of working life at the combine is well outlined: the author
finds archival evidence of numerous problems such as overwork, low-skilled personnel, hard,
poorly paid and often overtime work, three-shift work, and overworking of women. P.
Solachka analyses management strategies to overcome these problems mainly through the
provision of social benefits. Data from written sources find confirmation through the accounts
of respondents who, on the basis of their individual experiences, evaluate in their memories
the working life and strategies for coping with the problems. The use of labour, especially
labour resources, as a means of coping with scarcities and access to goods and services, i.e. as
important social capital, is very accurately described and analysed. Another strength of the
text is the detailed picture it draws of the system of social services and benefits through which
the enterprise tries to avoid turnover, but also to place the personal space and private lives of
workers under dependence and control. The close relationship between the private and labor
worlds is successfully presented through an exploration of some important aspects of socialist
working life, such as festivals and rituals, sports and cultural activities, and artistic
amateurism.

Chapter Two, “Women's Everyday Work in the Tobacco Combine “Pirin” —
Blagoevgrad”, analyses the scientific research on the problems surrounding the massisation of
women's paid work as part of the state policy for socialist modernisation and the excessive
burden on women by assigning them work, social and family responsibilities. The author
traces the officially propagated images of the working woman in the media, particularly in the
departmental journal “Bulgarian Tobacco”, and the values and virtues expected of her. In
contrast to these idealized images are the informants' stories, which outline the reality of the
everyday work: the hard labor of growing tobacco, the compulsion to work to feed large
households, the compulsory social activity in professional and party organizations, the
feminization of the industry. The author outlines the main changes in women's social position

as a result of their involvement in wage labour — their socialisation outside the close family



environment, the possibility of their own income, and the change in their identity. An
important place in the text is occupied by the author's comments on the respondents’ attitude
to these changes.

The subject of study in this part of the text is the lack of employment equality between
men and women in the enterprise: the predominance of women in low-paid and poorly
qualified positions and the occupation of managerial well-paid positions mainly by men. The
dissertation pays particular attention to the employment relationships built at work and their
impact on the personal sphere of working women. | appreciate the author's analyses of a
number of aspects of women's everyday working lives and the framing of the issues within
the discourse of gender studies.

As the case with any dissertation by a novice researcher, critical remarks,
recommendations and comments can be made to the present work. In some places in the text
the author has failed to maintain a critical distance from her respondents that is important to
the role of the researcher scholar. In presenting the empirical sources, space should have been
given to the published work autobiography of the long-time Director of “Bulgartabac”, D.
Yadkov, which is widely used in the text. This source could also be critically reflected upon
by the dissertator. The lack of a conclusion to the two chapters, which would summarize the
author's analytical results in the respective part, is noteworthy.

However, these remarks do not diminish the work of Pavlina Solachka. On the
contrary, the selected research highlights and the good analyses made on the basis of rich
empirical materials give me a reason to state categorically that the presented text has a
number of contributions to the ethnological studies of labor in the period of our recent past.
The work shows how the wage labor performed behind the “shop window” of a landmark
socialist enterprise concretely affected women's way of life and everyday life, and discovers
and explores its characteristic features. This dissertation provides a good example of scholarly
engagements that are skillfully situated simultaneously within the anthropology of socialism,
the ethnology of work, and gender studies.

The conclusion of the dissertation faithfully and accurately summarizes the author's
main conclusions. The abstract correctly reflects the content of the dissertation and presents

the main points and conclusions of the research.

CONCLUSION
The submitted dissertation fully meets the requirements of the Academic Staff

Development Act and its implementing regulations. On the basis of the scientific



contributions of the dissertation, | vote positively and propose to the members of the
Scientific Jury to support the award of the degree of Doctor of Education and Science to
Pavlina Mitova Solachka in the professional field 2.1. “Philology”, scientific specialty
Folklore and Ethnology.
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