










 

 

 

OPINION 
 

by Prof Georgi Lyubenov Manolov, Dr. sc. pol. 

of the scientific works of Sen. Assist. PETRANA GROZDANOVA STOYKOVA, 

PhD, 

for participation in a competition for the academic position “Associate Professor” 

of South-West University "Neofit Rilski” - Blagoevgrad 

 

in professional direction 3.1 Sociology, anthropology and cultural sciences 

(Political and Electoral Sociology) 

 

 

In the competition for the academic position “Associate Professor” at South-West 

University “Neofit Rilski”, the only participating candidate as Senior Assistant Petrana 

Grozdanova Stoykova, PhD. 

 

I. Introduction of the procedure and the candidate 

 

The set of materials presented by Sen. Asist. Petrana Stoykova, PhD, is in accordance 

with the Regulations for the Development of the Academic Staff of South-West University 

“Neofit Rilski”, and includes all the necessary documents that are required for the normal 

conduct of the competition. 

The candidate - Sen. Asist. Petrana Stoykova, PhD, has submitted a total of 20 

scientific works, of which 1 monograph, 1 study in SCOPUS indexed journal, 2 articles 

published in referenced and indexed editions in world-famous databases with scientific 

information (Web of Science) and 16 articles and reports in non- referenced peer-reviewed 

journals. All works mentioned in the participation in the competition are outside the topic 

of the doctoral dissertation, were published after its defence and fully correspond to the 

problems of the competition. It can be seen from the attached references and documents 

that the candidate fulfils all the conditions for the competition, such as citations, 

scientometric criteria, etc., and has scored a total of 550 points, which are completely 

sufficient for participation in the competition (according to the state requirements and the 

rules of the university). 
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II. General characteristics of the candidate’s activity 

 

The participant in the competition takes an active part in the educational and teaching 

activity as a teacher in accordance with the accepted normative requirements at the 

university. Petrana Stoykova has a full teaching load in accordance with the required annual 

schedule of lectures and exercises in the disciplines: Electoral Sociology, Sociology of 

Law, Sociology of Culture, Methods of Political Analysis, Electoral Law and Electoral 

Systems, Impact Assessment. 

The candidate also stands out with her work with students, her participation in 

various projects, etc., which contribute to both her academic and research activities. 

In the current competition, Sen. Assist. Petrana Stoykova, PhD, has presented as the 

main work for review a monograph titled Political Representation in Bulgaria, which we 

will evaluate on the next pages. 

The mentioned monographic work includes 201 standard pages, and structurally it 

consists of an introduction, three chapters (each with separate paragraphs), a conclusion 

and a bibliography of 232 sources (199 in Cyrillic and 33 in Latin). 

Already in the introduction of the monograph, the author meticulously proposes a 

well-systematized and logical structure of the exposition, in which the main goal of the 

study is precisely formulated, namely to reveal the essence and importance of the political 

representation in modern democracies and its role in the consolidation of the Bulgarian 

democratic model. Depending on this, the author sets several specific research tasks, such 

as: identifying the real chances of achieving a model of political democracy in Bulgaria; a 

study of the crisis of political representation in modern democracies; highlighting the 

important role of elections in the democratic political process; study of the roots of 

democratic traditions in Bulgarian society (and analysis of the legitimacy of political 

representation during different historical eras); and tracing the trends in Bulgarian citizens' 

trust in politicians, parties and institutions, as well as the dynamics of electoral behaviour 

after the democratic changes. This goal and the set tasks fully correspond with the relevance 

of the topic in the developed work, to the extent that in our country there are very few 

political studies of political representation as a phenomenon, which makes the author proud 

of her choice. 

The specific achievement of the set tasks begins already in the first chapter of the 

monograph, which without hesitation can be defined as fundamental from a theoretical-
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methodological nature. It examines in detail the various understandings and definitions of 

democracy in a historical aspect from Pericles, Herodotus, Plato and Aristotle, through 

John Locke, B. Spinoza, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, and all the way to G. Sartori, R. Dahl, H. 

Turenne and a number of other contemporary authors. What is valuable here is that 

democracy itself is not discussed in stencilled and templated way, like another political 

theory, but is examined in depth and critically according to the author's understanding of 

democracy. In this sense, she pays special attention to the criticism of the use of the term 

"people" in the political process (as claimed by P. Bourdieu), defending the thesis that it is 

more correct to speak of a "democracy of the minority" instead of a democracy of the 

majority. It is important to note the fact that along with such essential categories as 

"majority rule" and "real government of the people", the author skilfully analyzes the 

political representation itself (as principles, phenomena, category) (p. 58), which speaks of 

a very broad theoretical-methodological culture and in-depth knowledge of the various 

conceptions of modern democracy. That is, it is about a high level of theoretical maturity 

and comprehensive knowledge of the subject, which is a serious plus for the author of the 

monograph. 

On the basis of the mentioned methodological toolkit, in the second chapter, three 

other fundamental concepts for political science, such as “power”, “elections” and 

“representation”, are examined in detail. Here, a number of close but also different 

concepts, such as “power”, "influence", "dominion", etc., which are determined and 

distinguished depending on their nature, are subjected to a thorough analysis and 

distinction. In addition, serious attention has been paid to the theoretical nature of elections 

as an act of constituting political representation. On this basis, the author defines the 

electoral system as a set of legal principles, norms and procedures related to the realization 

of the right to vote and the transformation of the political will of voters into mandated 

power, realized through political representation (p. 118). Thus, through the electoral 

system, the practical implementation of representative government and the movement of 

the entire democratic mechanism (in the words of the author) become possible. In this 

spirit, the significant role of the political representation of all significant social groups 

(including minorities) is indicated. In other words, the important connections between 

power, elections and electoral systems in the context of political representation in modern 

democracies are highlighted in detail. This is a certain achievement, which unequivocally 
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proves the deep knowledge of the matter and the analysis of the facts and circumstances as 

they are (at the time of elections) and not as we wish them to be because of one or another 

representation in politics (and the institutions of power). 

In the last, third, chapter of the work, the author logically expands the scope of the 

study by analyzing the democratic traditions in the Bulgarian society during the different 

periods of development of the Bulgarian statehood in the context of the legitimacy of 

political representation. The distinctive feature is that the emphasis here falls on the legal-

constitutional foundations of the Bulgarian democracy immediately after the Liberation 

(with the adoption of the Tarnovo Constitution) and until now, which gives the author the 

opportunity to comprehensively examine the evolution of political representation in our 

country, which she does very well. Proof of this is the independently developed models of 

electoral behaviour (pp. 158 – 161), which represent a serious contribution to the political 

and sociological theory on these issues in the specialized Bulgarian literature. In this sense, 

some of the most essential reasons for the crisis of political representation are also critically 

analysed, such as the lack of trust in the politicians, the inefficiency of the political 

institutions, the stench of political corruption, etc. And what's more - this chapter is also 

distinguished by its practical focus, because the analysis and reflections in it about the 

meaning of modern democracy and its accompanying defects on a global and national scale 

(as negative phenomena) give many reasons to draw the relevant conclusions to overcome 

these defects. 

In the conclusion of the monograph, the author identifies the main conclusions arising 

from the subject matter, some of the contributing moments and, of course, the ways to 

resolve the dilemmas facing the political representation in Bulgaria along the thorny path 

of the political democracy. 

Two other important circumstances that enrich the contributions of this monograph 

should not be ignored. One arises from the fact that the work is written at a high theoretical 

level, which means a thorough knowledge on the theory of the interpreted problems. This 

is confirmed by the correct knowledge (and use) of the works of the most reputable foreign 

researchers (classical and modern) and Bulgarian scientists (L. Vladikin, G. Bliznashki, M. 

Belov, P. Kabakchieva, G. Fotev, St. Malinov , B. Manov, etc.), which does honour to the 

author, because it is not a common practice in our scientific life. And the other circumstance 

is that in this work there are many developed practical aspects of the acute problems of the 
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political reality in our country and, of course, it can serve as a basis for solving dilemmas 

in the field of elections, electoral behaviour and political representation. 

 

III. Critical remarks and recommendations 

 

1. We believe that the wording of chapter one as "Crisis of the Demos" is not accurate 

and is not consistent with the content of the chapter, because in it the exposition is entirely 

based on political democracy as a concept. Therefore, the title must be more precise, for 

example "Crisis of Democracy", "Crisis of People's Power", etc., which will correspond 

much more accurately to the text of the chapter. 

2. I could recommend to deepen the analysis of the political representation during the 

elections in the period 1879 - 1947. This is a period during which pluralism was established 

and imposed in the political system of Bulgaria, and in this context it is interesting to 

present its evolution within the framework of the monarchical rule, the politics of the Tsar, 

the coups d'etat, etc. 

3. The work would gain much more if the conclusion is expanded to include opinions, 

summaries and new recommendations for a more permanent solution to the problems of 

political representation in Bulgaria. This is not done here, and we see that from election to 

election the political representation in our country is constantly losing its positive qualities. 

Of course, these remarks and recommendations do not negate the merits of the work, 

as well as its current relevance today. 

 

Conclusion 

 

Having reviewed the materials and scientific works provided for the competition and 

bearing in mind the specified contributions, evaluations of the candidate's scientific 

creativity and teaching experience, I hereby propose to the Scientific Jury to award the 

academic position of "Associate Professor" to the Senior Assistant Petrana Grozdanova 

Stoykova, PhD. 

 

 

 

 

 

30.06.2022 Opinion prepared by: 

(Prof Georgi Manolov, Dr. Sc. Pol.) 


