PEINEH3UA

3a nuceprauumoHHMs TpyA Ha I-T Buonera [layHKOBCKa, peloBEH A-T HA 00y4YEHUE,
cyOcuanpaHo OT IbpXKaBaTa, KbM KaTenpa ,,MexayHapoaHO IPaBo U
MEXAYHapoIHU oTHoleHus  ipu [IpaBHO-rcTOprYecku GakyaTeT Ha

Orozamanuus yausepcutet ,,Heodput Puncku® — biaroesrpan 3a npugoOruBane Ha

oOpa3oBarenHaTa U Hay4yHa CTEIeH ,,JIOKTOP® 1o 00J1acT Ha BUcIIe oOpa3oBaHue 3.

CronaHCKH, COIMATHY M IPAaBHU HayKH, Tpodecruonanto Hanpasienue 3.6. [Ipaso,

JIOKTOpPCKA Mmporpama ,,Mex1yHapoHO MPaBO U MEXTYHAPOJHA OTHOLICHUS *, C

TeMa ,,Penny0inka Make1oHHS B IPoOLeCca HA eBPOATIAHTHYECKATA

HHTerpanmus®, 223 cr. c., ot goi. a1-p I'eopru H. I'eopruen

Jannu 3a ookmopanma. Buonera IlaynkoBcka € poaena Ha 10 anpun 1972
r. B Ckomue, Conuanuctuyecka pemyonnka MakenoHus B ChCTaBa Ha
Comnanuctuuecka ¢enepatuBHa penyosnnka FOrocnaBus. CpenHo U BHUCIIE
oOpa3oBaHueE TOTy4YaBa B poAgHus cu rpai. Jumiomupan ukoHomuct — 2009 r., u
MarucTbp MO MEXKIYHapOJHH OTHOWIEHUs U jumiomanusa — 2013 1., e or
EBponeiickusa ynusepcuteT B Penybnuka Makenonus. Ot 2019 r. e 3aunciiena kato
penoBeH JgokTtopanT B IOrozamamuus yHuBepcuteT ,Heodbutr Puncku® -—
bnaroesrpan, Penyb6muka boarapus, Karenpa ,MexnyHapogHo mpaBo u
MEXIYyHApOAHU OTHoweHus“ mpu I[IpaBHO-ucTOpuYeckus (akynTer, ¢ Tema
,Pernyonuka MakenoHusi B Mpoleca Ha €BpOATIaHTHYECKAaTa WHTErpaius u C

Hay4eH pbKoBoauTen aou. 1-p Hukonai Ilomnos.

[Ipodecuonannara 6uorpadus Ha B. [TayHkoBCcKka BKJIIOUYBA OCIEIOBATEIHO
MO3UIMHN KaTo: O0(UC MEHWIXBP Ha (PpeHCKOo-MakeoHCKa kommaHusa B Ckommue,

1993 — 1996 r.; agmunmHcTpatuBeH acucteHT B ,,MM Komemx‘‘ — Ckommue,



AnMuHHCTpaTUBHO oTAeneHue Ha Pyckara akanemus ,,Kusze IluepOatoBu™ ot
Mocksa, 2000 — 2002 r.; agmunuctpatuBeH pedepeHt B CTyaeHTCKa ciyk0a u
ouommotekap B EBporneiickus yauBepcuteT — Penmy6iauka Makenonus, 2002 — 2013
I.; YIIpaBUTE Ha APYKECTBO 3a IPOU3BOJCTBO, THPTrOBUs U MHKEHEpUHT B CKomue,
2010 — 2013 r.; acuctent B [IpaBHus dakynTeT kbM EBporelickus yHUBEpCUTET —
Cxomne mo mnpeamerure Ilomutnuecka cuctema, CpaBHHUTENHA MOJUTHYECKA
cuctema, [ mobanusanus, AbB npaBo na EC, AnmMunucTpaTuBHO NpaBo, BrBenenue
B nosmtuueckute Hayku, 2014 — 2020 r.; acuctent BbB dakynrera no AeTEKTUBU U
KpPUMUHAJIUCTHKAa KbM EBponeickus yHuBepcuteT B Ckomme 1o IPEAMETUTE
[TonuTnuecku cucremu, MexayHapoiHO TTpaBo, MexyHapoIHO MyOJIMYHO MPaBo,
IIpaBo Ha EC, BpBenenune B NOJIMTUYECKUTE HAYKH, MEXAYHAPOIHO YaCTHO MPaBO,
2020 r. Brnanee unu mosi3Ba aHTIMUCKU, CPBOCKHU, XbPBATCKU, OBJITAPCKH, HEMCKU

C3HK.

Onucanue u ananus Ha oucepmayuoHHuA mpyo. B CTpyKTypHO OTHOILIEHHE
nucepTaunoHHUAT Tpyd Ha B. Ilaynkoscka ,,Penmy0amka Makenonusi B mpoueca
HAa €eBPOATJIAHTHYECKATA HHTErpauMs ce CbCTOM OT YBOA, TPH IJIABH,
3aKyYeHue u Oudauorpagus. B yBoma ce o0oCHOBaBarT akTyajgHOCTTa U
3HAYMMOCTTA Ha MPOOJIEMUTE, KOUTO CE U3CIIEeABAT, 00EKTHT U IPEAMETHT Ha CAMOTO
U3CIIe[IBaHe, aBTOPCKUTE L€, 33/1a4d U METOJU. 3asiB€Ha € Te3aTa Ha TpyJa, 4ye
eBpOaTIaHTUYeCKaTa OpHeHTauuss u uHTerpauus Ha Penybnuka CeBepHa

Makenonust B HATO u EBpornetickus cbro3 ca 06e3 anTepHaTHBA.

B mbpBaTra riaBa ce mpaBu MpeAd BCUYKO OMNMCATENIHA HCTOPUYECKa
peTpocneKIys Ha mpobieMa oT OOBSIBSHETO Ha He3aBucHUMocTTa Ha P Makenonus
npe3 1991 r. no npusHaBaHeTo U OT cTpaHa Ha P beirapus, koeto oTBaps ObTs KbM
MOCJIE/IBAIMTE MEXIyHAPOJHU aKTOBE Ha MpU3HaBaHE. BCHYKo TOBa ce M3BbpIIBA

B MH3KIIOYUTCIHO TCXKa O6CTaHOBKa, mopoacHa OT BbTPCITHOIIOCIAaBCKHA



BBOPBKEH KOH(DIIMKT U pa3naj, acnupauunure Ha benrpaz, pecCneKTUBHO Ha peKUMa
Ha Crnobogan MwusonieBud, CrpsiMO I0)KHATa IOTropenyOnKa U OOCTPYKUIMUTE Ha
I'bpuus. IlpounThT mOKa3Ba, Y€ MMEHHO Npu3HaBaHeTo, Jouuio oT Codus, e
MIPEAOTBPATUIIO TOHE HAKOJIKO OT HAU-JIOIINTE CUEHAPUH 32 IPOCHIIECTBYBAHETO HA
P Makenonus. PazOupa ce, npeaucTopusita Ha IbpikaBaTa MJIaJICHEI] € 3aJI0’KeHA B
HeriHoTo ACHOM-cKo 1 rorociiaBcko MuHajo. To3u pakT, BTbKaH UMIUTHITUTHO, 110
noapa3OupaHe, B M3J0KEHHETO, CE€ OKa3Ba OT Hal-ChIIECTBEHO 3HAYECHHE 32
oTHoueHusATa Mexkly P Makenonus u P beirapust B mocieBammre A€CETUIICTUS —
CBhC CUTYPHOCT 3a BTOpATa CTPaHaA.

[lo-HaTtaTbk  aBTOpKaTa pasriexnaa JACCEeTUIETHETO Ha  BBTPENIHA
HECTAOMIHOCT, YUMTO U3BOP HA HANPEKEHHE Ca MEXKTYECTHUUECKUTE OTHOIICHUS B
HEBPBHCTHATa HE3aBHCHMa JbpKaBa — a HMMEHHO, OTHOULIEHHSTAa C ajl0aHCKaTa
obuHocT. HampexeHuero € B3puBEHO OT KOHQUIMKTa B chceaHO KocoBo M oT
an0aHCKOTO BBOPBHKEHO [IBIDKEHHE TaM, KOETO MpEuMBa Ha TepUTOpuUsiTa Ha P
Makenonus. BbOpBKEHHAT KOH(MIMKT MEXIy MaKeJIOHCKara JbpKaBa U
asbaHCKaTa repuja € pa3pelieH ¢ aKTHUBHO MEXAYHapOIHO MOCPEIHUYECTBO (U
HATUCK) 4pe3 noanucBaHeTo Ha OXpUACKOTO paMKoBO criopasymenue oT 2001 r.
Ananmu3bT Ha B. [layHKOBCKa €, 4e TO3U aKT MO-CKOPO Ch3aBa, OTKOJIKOTO TPANHO
pemiasa npoosiemute. HelHOTO cTaHOBHUIIE €, 4e BCHIIHOCT MAKEIOHCKATa CTpaHa €
OIIETEHATa, JOKOJKOTO NOANMCAHUTE KIAay3W MpeBpbhIIaT B NepcrnekTtuBa P
Maxkenonus B JByChCTaBHa (opMalisi ¢ HEHa30BaHO, Bce olle, (enepaTuBHO
YCTPOMCTBO, KOETO IOCTaBsl MOJ BBIPOC M YHUTApPHUS XapakTep HA IbprKaBara.
CrnenoBaTesHO, MaKeIOHIUTE T'yOAT U3KIIOUUTEITHUTE CU MPaBa BbPXY Pa3BUTHUETO
Ha JIbpKaBaTa KaTo €MHCTBEH IbP>KaBOTBOPEH HApoOJ, KakBaTo € Ouia 3asBKaTa B
Ha4yajoTo.

Hecnywaitno Tekmo oTTyk B. IlayHKOBCKa nmpeMuHaBa KbM H3JaraHeTo U

aHaJIM3a Ha KOHCTUTYLIMOHHOTO YycTpoiWctBO Ha P Makenonus — npuerara



KOHCTHUTYIUS, YcTaB, oT 1991 r. TpsOBalie 1a OChIIECTBH NPEeX0/ia OT FOTOCIABCKHUS
nepuoJ; KbM HOBOTO, HE3aBUCHUMO, OuTHEe Ha oOpa3yBaHuetro. HamoxkeHure
IPOMEHH/TIONPABKU — 0COOCHO CHIIHO OT OXPHUICKOTO criopa3yMeHue ¢ anOaHCKus
¢daktop u ot IIpecmanckoro cmopasymenue ¢ P I'spums, — ckbcaxa MHOTO OT
OpraHUYHHUTE IOrOCIaBCKM HUIIKKM. MHOro ot Tax obGaue cu ocrtaHaxa. Haii-
3HaUYMMAaTa MOCJeAnIIA, clie]] an0aHCKus TPOOUB, € MPEUMEHYBAHETO Ha AbpKaBaTa
C JHEIIHOTO U MEXIyHapoJHO MNpu3HAaTO Ha3BaHue — PemyOnuka CeBepHa
MakenoHusi, ¢ BCHUKUTE mpou3THdamin oT IIlpecnmaHCKOTO cropazymMeHHe
,»BBTPEIIHU U ,,BHHIIHU €(PEKTH, OLICHCHU KPUTUYHO WU pe3epBUpaHO OT B.
[TayHKOBCKA.

Bropara rnaBa e mocBereHa Ha MbTHA, kKouTo P Makenonus TpsOBaiie na
M3BBPBU OT CHCTOSIHUETO HA BHHIITHA U BHTPEIIIHA HECTAOUITHOCT KbM MHTErpaIusiTa
U bIHONPaBHOTO cu wieHCTBO B HATO. C MHOro mojipoOHOCTH ca pasrieaHu
KakTO eTanuTe, Taka M CHhIBPKAHHETO Ha TMPOILECUTE, CBBP3aHU CbC
ceBepoatriaHTUYecKaTa opueHTauus: GOpMUTE HA TAPTHBOPCTBO, OCOOCHOCTUTE Ha
3a1I00YaBaOTO C€ CBHTPYAHUYECTBO, OPraHU3AIMOHHUTE, KAYECTBEHUTE U
KOJINYECTBEHUTE TMOJIOKUTETHH WM3MEHEHUSI B MapaMEeTpPUTE HAa CHUTYPHOCTTA,
nogabpkaHa or HATO. ChneuwanHo MICTO € OTACICHO Ha IOJUTHYECKUTE
00CTOSITEICTBA OKOJIO HEMOCPEJICTBEHOTO NpHEMaHe Ha MJjajara pemyOinka B
Anuanca. IlpuembT Oelie OTJIOXKEH M 3a0aBEH 3apaju CIOPOBETE ChC ChCEIIHA
['bpuva 1Mo BBIOPOCUTE 3a HCTOPUSATA, MMETO Ha pemybnukara kpait Bapmap,
OTaceHusITa OT (CIaBsIHO)MAKETOHCKH UPEJICHTU3IBM U MPETEHIIMU KbM Ta31 4acT OT
reorpadckara odaact Makenonus, kosito cien 1913 r. e B I'spiius — T.€. KbM TOBA,
KOETO JTHEeC BCE Ollle ce Hapuya B oOmiecTBeHHs: HapatuB Ha Ckomme Ereiicka
Makenonusi, TepMuH, HaciieneH ot Turosa FOrocnasusd. [locnegnara mpeuka 3a P
Makenonus mnpen Bpatata Ha HATO Oemie oTcTpaHeHa ¢ MOJIMUCBAHETO Ha

[Ipecnanckoro criopazymenue mpe3 2018 r., BCaeACTBHE OT KOETO MPABUTEICTBOTO



u mapaameHThT B Ckomue mperMeHyBaxa abpkaBata B PemyOnmka CeBepHa
Makenonus. B U3710K€HUETO € CIOMEHATO, MAKAP U HEAOCTATBYHO SICHO OLIEHEHO,
ye [IpecnaHCkOTO criopa3yMeHueE ce mpeAliecTBaiie ot Jloropopa 3a npusTencTBo,
100pOCHCEICTBO M CHTPYIHUYECTBO, MoAnucan Mmexay P Makenonust u P bearapus
npeanata 2017 r. Bpp3kara € BaxHa, 3a110TO BChIIHOCT JloroBopbT ¢ bbirapus
OTKpH IOJIETO U TepMHHA Ha [Ipecnanckoto cnopasymenue. Taka 4ye BIM3aHETO Ha
Penybnuka CeBepna Makenonusi B HATO e pe3ynrar v oT ObJArapCKUTE YCUIIUS 32
100pOCHCENICTBO U MPUATEIICKH OTHOIICHHUS.

UnencrBoto B HATO cneppaiie mo yCTaHOBEHHS JIOTUYECKH MOJEN Ja
npepacHe M ce Jybimupa C 4JIeHCTBO B eBpomeiickoTto cemeiictBo — EC.
[Ipenu3BukarencrBata B TO3U IIOCIENEH, HO W HaW-MBUYUTEIICH CTaJuUdi B
€BpOaTIaHTUYEeCKaTa HMHTETPAlMs Ca pas3riIeaHd B IIOCIENHATa, Tpera IJaBa.
[Tokpait MHOTOTO U3HECEHU MOAPOOHOCTH 3a COOCTBEHUTE yCWiMs Ha PemyOnmka
(CeBepna) Makenonusi 1a ce acouuMMpa M CHUHXPOHH3MPA 3aKOHOJATEICTBOTO,
WHCTUTYLIMUTE, MPAKTUKUTE M TOJUTUKUTE CH CHhOOpPA3HO M3UCKBAHUATA U
npuHuunute Ha EC, mocoyeHuTe npeAn3BUKATENICTBA Ca OYEPTAHU B TPH MyHKTA: 1)
JBparorogumHusT cniop ¢ Penmy6nuka I'spiiust; 2) YcinoxHeHuTe npaspusia 3a JOCThIT
U BKIIOYBAHE B TMPUCHEIUHUTENHUS MpOLEC, HaloxeHu oT Ppanuwus; 3)
Otnomenusita ¢ PemyOmuka bowiarapus. MMenHo te3u mnpoOieMu BOIAT 10
3aJbpKaHe, O0JIeYEeHO BBB ,,BeTa“, mpe3 AbJIbr HU3 roauHu. [loroBopute c P
bearapus u P I'epuuns He ycnsixa a pemar Wi pemmxa caMO 0T4aCTH OCHOBHHMS
npobsieM B eBpouHTerpanusara Ha PemyOnuka CeBepna Makenonus. I B nBara
CIIydasi ICTOpHATA CE OKa3a OCHOBHUSAT NMPENbHU-KAMbK Ha CTpeMexxuTe Ha Ckomnue.
N ako B ciywas ¢ I'bpums moHE U3rJEXkKIa, Y€ MpedKara € OTCTPAHEeHa C [eHaTa Ha
ChOTBETHHUTE JKEPTBU, HAIIPABEHU IO cujiata Ha [IpecnaHckoToO criopa3yMeHue, TO
Mexay P benrapust u P CeBepaa MakemoHus 3aTOpMO3SIBAIIHUAT (DAKTOP € BHIIPOCHT

3a ,,001aTa UCTOpUs®, KOUTO € TBBpAE (yHIAMEHTAJICH, 3a J1a C€ 3a00UKOJIH C



oOnyaiiHUTEe OaJTKAaHCKU TOJUTHYECKH MaHEBpH. BBIpochT gamed He € camo
,ACTOPHUECKU ", a 3acsira ¥ MPOHMUKBA JI0 THHO B 1511 KOMILJIEKC OT APYTH MPoOIeMu
— YOBEIIKM MpaBa, €3UK Ha OMpasa, JUCKPHUMUHALHUS 10 €THUYECKH, KYJITYpPEH H
MOJINTUYECKH MPU3HAK, OCETATEICTBO BbPXY KYITYPHO-UCTOPUYECKH MaMETHHULIN
— MaTepuajHu W HEPBKOTBOPHU. Ta3u ABJIOOYMHHA MHOTOIUIACTOBOCT BIIMSIE
JTUPEKTHO U 0OyciaBsi MbK APYr (yHAAMEHTAJEH BBIPOC — 32 JOOPOCHCEICKUTE
OTHOLIEHUS, KOMUTO € ocHOBomonaramy He camo 3a EC, HO ipeir BCUYKO 32 Hac KaTto
obmectBa. ToBa 3aciyxaBa mojo6aBall, cMell ¥ 4yecTeH aHanu3. VM3HeHansaio (1
HE TOJIKOBA M3HEHA/IBAILIO, BbB BCEKH CIIydail — pa30UpaeMo) eJIeMEHTUTE Ha TaKbB
aHaJIu3 NPUCHCTBAT IMOBEYE B aBTopedepaTa, Makap U JO TojisiMa CTENEeH Ha
PAaBHHUILETO HA 3araTBaHETO M IOJIYMBIYAHHETO, OTKOJKOTO B TEKCTa Ha
muceprauusaTa. CpIIMHCKAaTa 4YacT OT JUCEPTAMOHHMS TpPyJA 3aBbplIBa C
NPWJIOKEHUs 0T AHKeTa 332 M3MEpPBAaHE HAa HArjlaCUTE M HACTPOCHUSATA CPEN
rpaxxnanute Ha PenmyOnrka CeBepHa MakenoHuUsl IO OTHOILIEHHE Ha YJIEHCTBOTO B
EBpornelickns cbro3.

ChIbpKaHUETO, aHAJIU3UTE M HM3BOJUTE ca OOOOIICHH B 3aKJIKYEHUETO.
[Ipunoxena e oudanorpadus, cpappxama 144 3arnaBus Ha AUTEPATYpa 1O TEMATA
1 99 yeb-caiiToBe, U3MOI3BaHU 32 HATUCBAHETO HA AUCEPTALIMOHHUS TPYI.

Hayunu npunocu. Hali-BaXXHUAT HAaydeH NPUHOC € W3YEPHATEIHUAT, Ha
MecTa JIOpU CBPBXMHOJpPOOeH, ¢akTtorpadCcKu-onucaTesieH pa3kas3, KOWTO JgaBa
npeacTaBa  3a ObTA M [penu3BUKaTencTrBara,  kouto  PemyOmmka
Makenonusi/Penyonuka CeBepHa MakenoHust TpsiOBailie 1a mpeo10isiBa B CTpeMeka
U KbM eBpoaTjiaHThyecka wuHTerpauus. OT riegHa TOYKa HA TEXHUYECKHS,
HOPMAaTHBEH U MHCTUTYLIMOHAJIEH aHAJIU3 (M JIOTHKA) HA MPOLECUTE U3JI0KEHHUETO €
I'BJIHO U 1SU10CTHO. OCOOEHO CIOIYWINBO € U3CIEABAHETO HA HATJIACUTE U OLICHKUTE
Ha obmiecTBoTo B Permybnuka CeBepra MakemoHus 3a €BPOTNICHCKUATE MTEPCIIEKTHBU

Ha CTpaHaTa uype3 CTaHJAapTU3UPAH BHIIPOCHUK.



Buonera [laynkoBcka n3MbIHsIBAa MUHUMATHUTE HAITMOHATHU U3UCKBAHUS 10
VMHANBUAYAIHUTE HAYKO-METPUYHHU TOKa3aTeln 3a MpUChXKAaHe Ha oOpa3oBaTesiHa
U HayyHa cTemeH “‘mokTtop”’. Hapenm c peneHsupanus AucCepTallMOHEH TPYyA U
HEOOXOUMUTE 3a MOKa3aTeNuTe MyOJMKaluu — o0mo 4 CTyIuu U CTAaTuH, TS €

MPEACTaBWIIA U CIIUCHK Ha 11 myOMKyBaHU HAy4YHU TPYIOBE.

benestcku u npenopvku. B n3noxxeHueTo ce n305rea 3abJI00YCHUAT aHATIU3
Ha oTHoIIeHusATa Mexxay P beirapus u PerryOnuka Makenonus/Pemybnuka CeBepHa
Maxkenonus B cepata Ha MEKTyHapoIHATa OaKaHCKA MOMUTHKA. A THKMO TaM Ce
KpUSAT NpeIU3BUKATEICTBATa U TPYJHOCTUTE HA €BPOMHTETPAlIMOHHUTE MPOLIECH 3a
PenyOnuka CeBepHa MakenoHMs, KaKTO TOKa3Ba pa3BUTUETO Ha HAaIIUTE
OTHOIIIEHUsI 0coOeHo cien noamnucBaHero Ha [lorosopa ot 2017 r. JlHemHOTO
ChCTOSIHUE Ha HEIllaTa caMo J0Ka3Ba OIlle BEJHBXK KOJIKO BaXKHA € crenuduKara Ha
OTHOIICHHUATA MEXY JBETE IbpKaBU, KaTO HE 3a0paBsAMe W KOHCTAaHTHUS (HaKTOp
I'bprusi. MHOTO MMa J1a ce JKeae ChIIO OT CTUIOBOTO U OT CMUCIOBOTO Ka4eCTBO
Ha u3lokeHuero. Ha gocra mMecta XOIbT Ha pa3ChKACHUATA M OMUCAHUATA Ca
NPEeKbCHATH OT OYEBWJAHM HWHTEPIOJAIMU, KOUTO Ca IMO-CKOpO OOBPKBAIIIH,
OTKOJIKOTO HacouBamu. OTkpoeHuTe ciaaboCTH OOIIO B3€TO HE HAaKbpHSABAT

HCIIOIIpaBUMO I/I36pOGHPITe Ka4CCTBA U 3HAYNMUA HAYUCH IIOTCHIMAJ HA Tpyaa.

3akioyenue. Bp3 OCHOBa Ha M3THKHATUTE NOTYK HAyYHH NPUHOCHU U
KadecTBa Ha jucepraHta Bwuosiera IlayHkoBcka mnipuemam, 4Ye HEHHHUAT
JUCEPTALIMOHEH TPy, JEHHOCTTa U M JAEMO3UPAHUTE U MyOJMKAIMU IMOKPUBAT
3a/I0BOJIUTEIIHO M3MCKBAHUATA 3a MPHUCHXKJIAaHE Ha oOpa3oBaTelHAaTa W HaydHa
CTeneH ,,JOKTOp“. 3aroBa JaBaM IMOJOXKWATEIHA PEUEH3Ms W MmpeajgaraMm Ha
nountaeMoto HayyHo >Xypu na mpuchau oOpa3zoBaTenHaTa M Hay4yHa CTENeH

,,JOKTOp‘ Ha Buousiera [layHkoBCKa.

10. 08. 2022 r. Peuensent: gou. a-p ['eopru H. I'eoprues
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for the dissertation of Violeta Paunkovska, a full-time PhD student, subsidized by
the state, at the Department of "International Law and International Relations" at
the Faculty of Law and History of "Neofit Rilski" South-West University —
Blagoevgrad for the acquisition of the educational and scientific "PhD" degree in
the field of higher education 3. Economic, social, and legal sciences, professional
area 3.6. Law, doctoral program "International Law and International Relations",
on the topic ""Republic of Macedonia in the Process of Euro-Atlantic

Integration™, 223 pp.,

by Assoc. Prof. Georgi N. Georgiev, PhD.

Information about the PhD candidate. Violeta Paunkovska was born on
April 10, 1972 in Skopje, Socialist Republic of Macedonia in the Socialist Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia. She received secondary and higher education in her
hometown. She graduated in Economics in 2009, and has a Master’s Degree in
International Relations and Diplomacy (2013) from the European University
(Skopje) in the Republic of Macedonia. Since 2019, she has been enrolled as a full-
time doctoral student at “Neofit Rilski” South-West University — Blagoevgrad,
Republic of Bulgaria, Department of "International Law and International Relations™
at the Faculty of Law and History, on the topic "Republic of Macedonia in the
Process of Euro-Atlantic Integration™ and with Assoc. Prof. Nikolay Popov, PhD as
a thesis supervisor.
The professional biography of V. Paunkovska successively includes positions such

as: office manager of a French-Macedonian company in Skopje, 1993 — 1996;



administrative assistant at "MM College"” - Skopje, Administrative Department of
the Knyaze Shterbatovi Russian Academy - Moscow, 2000 - 2002; administrative
officer in the Student Service and librarian at the European University - Republic of
Macedonia, 2002 - 2013; manager of a company for production, trade and
engineering in Skopje, 2010 — 2013; assistant professor at the Faculty of Law at the
European University - Skopje on the subjects Political System, Comparative
Political System, Globalization, ABC Law of the EU, Administrative Law,
Introduction to Political Sciences, 2014 - 2020; assistant at the Faculty of Detectives
and Forensics at the European University in Skopje in the subjects Political Systems,
International Law, International Public Law, EU Law, Introduction to Political
Science, International Private Law, 2020. She speaks or uses English, Serbian,

Croatian, Bulgarian , German.

Description and analysis of the dissertation. Structurally, V. Paunkovska's
dissertation "Republic of Macedonia in the Process of Euro-Atlantic Integration™
consists of an introduction, three chapters, a conclusion, and a bibliography. The
introduction substantiates the relevance and significance of the problems under
investigation, the object and subject of the research itself, the author's objectives,
tasks and methods. The thesis of the work states that the Euro-Atlantic orientation
and integration of the Republic of North Macedonia into NATO and the European

Union are without an alternative.

The first chapter, above all, provides a comprehensive historical
retrospective of the situation from the Republic of Macedonia's proclamation of
independence in 1991 until its recognition by the Republic of Bulgaria, which
opened the way to the subsequent international acts of recognition. All this took
place in an extremely difficult and complex situation, caused by the internal

Yugoslav armed conflict and disintegration, the aspirations of Belgrade,



respectively, of Slobodan Milosevic's regime, in relation to the southern Yugoslav
republic and the obstructions of Greece. It is emphasized that it was the recognition
that came from Sofia that prevented at least several of the worst scenarios for the
survival of the Republic of Macedonia. Of course, the young country’s background
was embedded in its Anti-fascist Assembly for the National Liberation of Macedonia
(ASNOM) and Yugoslav past. This fact implicitly included, by default, into the
exposition, turned out to be of the most essential importance for the relations
between the Republic of Macedonia and the Republic of Bulgaria in the following

decades — certainly for the latter country.

Further on, the author examines the decade of internal instability, whose
source of tension were the inter-ethnic relations in the new independent state -
namely, the relations with the Albanian community. The contradictions were blown
up by the conflict in neighboring Kosovo and by the Albanian armed movement
there, which spilled over into the territory of the Republic of Macedonia. The armed
conflict between the Macedonian state and the Albanian guerrillas was resolved with
active international mediation through the signing of the Ohrid Framework
Agreement, 2001. V. Paunkovska's analysis shows that this act created problems
rather than permanently solved them. Her opinion states that, in fact, the Macedonian
country was the damaged one, insofar as the signed clauses transformed the Republic
of Macedonia into a two-component formation with a yet unnamed federal structure,
which questions the unitary nature of the state. As a result, the Macedonians lost
their unique rights to the development of the state as the sole state-building nation,

as it was demanded from the beginning.

It is not by accident that from here V. Paunkovska proceeds to present and
analyze the constitutional structure of the Republic of Macedonia — the adopted

statute from 1991 was supposed to make the transition from the Yugoslav period to



the new, independent existence of the state entity. The imposed
changes/amendments, particularly the ones from the Ohrid Agreement with the
Albanian factor and the Prespa Agreement with the Republic of Greece, cut many
of the natural ties with Yugoslavia. However, a lot of them remained. The most
significant consequence, after the Albanian breakthrough, was the renaming of the
state to its current internationally recognized name - the Republic of North

Macedonia, with all the consequences arising from the Prespa Agreement.

The second chapter is dedicated to the path that the Republic of Macedonia
had to take from the state of external and internal instability to its integration and
full membership in NATO. The stages and content of the processes associated to the
North Atlantic orientation are thoroughly examined: the forms of partnership, the
characteristics of developing cooperation, the organizational, qualitative, and
guantitative positive improvements in the criteria of NATO-supported security. A
special place is devoted to the political circumstances surrounding the immediate
reception of the young republic in the Alliance. The reception was postponed and
delayed due to the disputes with neighboring Greece on the issues of history, the
name of the republic near the Vardar, fears of (Slavic) Macedonian irredentism and
claims to that part of the geographical area of Macedonia, which after 1913 was part
of Greece - i.e. to what today is still called in the public narrative of Skopje Aegean
Macedonia, a term inherited from Tito's Yugoslavia. With the signing of the Prespa
Agreement in 2018, the Republic of Macedonia's final barrier to NATO membership
was lifted, and the nation was renamed the Republic of North Macedonia by the
government and parliament in Skopje. It is mentioned in the exposition, although
not clearly enough, that the Prespa Agreement was preceded by the Treaty of
Friendship, Good Neighborship and Cooperation, signed between the Republic of
Macedonia and the Republic of Bulgaria in 2017. The connection is important



because it was the Treaty with Bulgaria that opened the field and term of the Prespa
Agreement. So the entry of the Republic of North Macedonia into NATO is also the

result of Bulgarian efforts for good neighborliness and friendly relations.

According to the established logical model, NATO membership was to
overlap and duplicate membership in the European family —the EU. The challenges
in this last but most tormenting stage of Euro-Atlantic integration are discussed in
the last, third chapter. Along with the many presented details about the Republic
of (North) Macedonia's own efforts to associate and synchronize its legislation,
institutions, practices and policies in accordance with the requirements and
principles of the EU, the stated challenges are outlined in three points: 1) The long-
standing dispute with the Republic of Greece; 2) The complicated rules for access
and inclusion in the accession process imposed by France; 3) Relations with the
Republic of Bulgaria. It was these challenges that led to a hold-up, dressed up as a
"veto", over a long string of years. The agreements with the Republic of Bulgaria
and the Republic of Greece failed to solve or at least partially solved the main
problem in the European integration of the Republic of North Macedonia. In both
cases, history proved to be the main problem to Skopje's aspirations. And if, in the
case of Greece, it appears that the inconvenience has been cleared at the expense of
the corresponding sacrifices made under the Prespa Agreement, the major obstacle
between the Republic of Bulgaria and the Republic of North Macedonia seems to be
the question of "common history," which is too fundamental to be circumvented by
the usual Balkan political maneuvers. The issue is far from "historical,” but it affects
and penetrates a wide range of other issues, including human rights, hate speech,
discrimination on ethnic, cultural, and political grounds, and encroachment on
cultural and historical monuments. All of this has a serious influence on and

determines another essential problem - good neighborly relations, which is essential



not just for the EU, but also for us as society. This demands a serious, fearless, and
honest examination. Surprisingly (and not so surprisingly, in any case - predictably),
the components of such an analysis are more apparent in the abstract, if mostly at
the level of implication and semi-silence, than in the dissertation text. The
dissertation ends with applications from a survey to measure opinions and feelings
among population of the Republic of North Macedonia towards membership in the

European Union.

The conclusion summarizes the content, analysis, and conclusions. A
bibliography covering 144 titles of literature on the subject and 99 websites being

used to compose the dissertation are included.

Scientific contributions. The most important academic contribution is the
extensive, in some sections over-detailed, factual-descriptive narrative, which
provides an understanding of the road and challenges that the Republic of
Macedonia/Republic of North Macedonia had to face in its pursuit of Euro-Atlantic
integration. From the point of view of the technical, normative, institutional analysis
(and logic) of the processes, the presentation is complete and comprehensive.
Particularly successful is the study of the attitudes and evaluations of the public in
the Republic of North Macedonia about the European perspectives of the country

through a standardized questionnaire.

Violeta Paunkovska fulfills the necessary national requirements for the
individual scientific-metric indicators for obtaining the educational and scientific
degree "PhD." Along with the reviewed dissertation and the publications required
for the indicators - a total of 4 studies and articles - she has additionally presented a
list of 11 published scientific works.



Notes and recommendations. The exposition avoids a thorough analysis of
the relations between the Republic of Bulgaria and the Republic of
Macedonia/Republic of North Macedonia in the sphere of international Balkan
politics. And that is precisely where the obstacles and problems of the European
integration processes for the Republic of North Macedonia are, as shown by the
development of our relations, notably since the signing of the Treaty of 2017.
Today's situation only proves once again how important the specificity of the
relations between the two countries is, as let us not forget the constant factor Greece.
The text's stylistic and meaningful quality also needs to be improved. The flow of
thoughts and description is frequently interrupted by obvious interpolations that are
more confusing than helpful. The detected weaknesses generally do not irreparably
affect the qualities mentioned thus far and the significant scientific potential of the

work.

Conclusion. Based on the scientific contributions and qualities of the PhD
student Violeta Paunkovska which have been noted so far, | agree that her
dissertation work, scientific activities and publications fulfill the requirements for
the educational and scientific degree "PhD." As a result, | give Violeta Paunkovska
a positive evaluation and recommend to the honorable Scientific Jury that she should

be awarded the educational and scientific degree "PhD."

Assoc. Prof. Georgi N. Georgiev, PhD.
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