CTAHOBHUIIIE
ot aou. 1-p Mapuera Xpucroa Padoxuuiicka,
JOTICHT TI0 MEKyHAPOHO MPABO U MEXKTYHAPOIHH OTHOIICHHS

B lOpuanuaeckust paxynrer va CY ,,Cs. Knument Oxpugcku‘

OTHOCHO JIMCEePTAaOHHUS TpyA Ha BuoJiera [laynkoBcka,
pEIOBEH JOKTOPAHT KbM KaTepa ,,MeKayHapoaHO IPAaBO U MEXyHapOJHH OTHOLICHUS
B [IpaBHO-ucTOprueckus ¢gaxynrer va KO3V ,,Heodut Punckn”, Ha Tema:

,»Pemy0auka CesepHa Make1oHHs B IpoLeca Ha eBPOATIAHTHYECKATAa HHTErpanus®,

3a npuckxkaane Ha OHC ,,mokTop* B 00s1acT Ha BHcIe 00pa3oBaHUe
3. ,,Commaiiau, CTONAaHCKU U TIPaBHU HayKu ', mpodecroHaHo Hanpasierue: 3.6 ,,ITpaBo®,

Hay4Ha CIIELHUAIHOCT ,,MeXTyHapOIHO IPABO U MEKIyHAPOJHU OTHOIIEHUS

1. /laHHHU 3a qucepTaHTa

Cnopen npeacraBeHaTa aproouorpaduyna crnpaska Buosnera [TaynkoBcka
3aBBpIIBA CPEIHOTO cU oOpa3zoBaHue mpe3 1990 r. B Xumuyeckara TuMHa3us B
rp. Crxonme. Ot 2005 10 2009 1. € CTyIEHT B CHEIHAIHOCT ,, Y IpaBiIcHUE Ha
MapkeTuHra*“ BpbB @akyiaTeTra N0 MKOHOMUKA Ha EBpOIENWCKHS YHUBEPCHTET,
Cxkome. Ot 2011 no 2013 r. ce oOyyaBa B ChIIMSI YHUBEPCUTET M TOJTy4yaBa
CTeNeH ,MarucTbp B O00JacTTa Ha MEXAYHApPOJHUTE OTHOIICHHUS U
nuriomanusTa. [lpodecrnonanuusat n mbT npe3 nociieguute 20 roguHU € CBbp3aH
c EBponeiickus ynusepcuteT B Ckomnue, KbA€TO padOTH KaTO aAMUHUCTPATUBEH
pedepent, 6ubnnorekap, CbTpyAHUK BbB DakynreTa Mo mpaBHU HAyKU U BbHB

@dakyireTa 3a IETEKTUBU U KPUMUHAIUCTHKA.

2. lanHM 3a JOKTOPaHTypaTa MW OLEHKa 3a CbOTBETCTBHE C
MHUHUMAJTHUTE HAIUOHAJIHU U3UCKBAHUS

Cnue 3anoBen Ne 1169 ot 04.07.2022 r. na npod. a-p bopucnas FOpykos —

Pektop nHa O3V ,Heodur Puickm” c¢bM omnpeneineHa 3a BBHIICH 4YICH Ha

HAy4yHOTO JKypH B TIpoleaypa 3a 3alluTa Ha AUCEPTALMOHEH Tpyd 3a



npugobuBane Ha OHC ,,nokTop* or Buosera [layHkoBcka, KaTo BIOCIEICTBHE
MU € BB3JI0)KEHO U3TOTBSHETO Ha CTAHOBMUIIIE.

B nmpeacraBenuTe JOKYMEHTH Cc€ OTKpuBa uH(MOpmarusara, de
JTUCEPTALIMOHHUAT TPYJl € OOCBhJEH M HACOYEH 3a 3alliuTa Ha 3acelaHue Ha
Kareapa ,,MexayHapoaHO IIPaBO M MEKAYHApOAHU OTHOLIEHUS“ KbM [IpaBHO-
uctopuuecku ¢akynrer Ha FO3Y ,,Heoput Puncku” — bnaroesrpaj, mpoBeaeHo
Ha 16.06.2022 1., xakTo 1 4ye dakynTeTHUAT ChBET Ha [IpaBHO-UCTOPUYECKHUS
dakyaTeT € B3ed peleHHe B TO3W CMHCHJI, OTPa3eHO B IPOTOKOJ
Ne 23/16.06.2022 .

Hsama mocThmwimm cuUTHaMM WM JIOKAa3aHO IUJIAaTMAaTCTBO B HAyYHUTE
TPY/IOBE HAa KaHAWAaTKaTa. Ts € mpejcTaBuiia AeKiapalus 3a OpUTMHAIHOCT, a OT
npenocTaBeHara uH(opMalMs B paMKHTE Ha IMpolleypara craBa SICHO, 4Ye
JTUCEPTALIMOHHUAT U TPYJ € mpoBepeH c nporpama iThenticate, kosiTo moka3Ba
MHJIEKC Ha CXOJICTBO Ha TekcTa 9%.

Buonera [TaynkoBcka € mpecTaBiiia CIUCHK OT YeTUPH IMyOukanuu. Tpu
ot Tsx ca B ,,IDEA — International Journal of Science and Arts“ — crnmcanneTo Ha
EBponeiickusa yausepcutet, Cxonue. [lo Moe MHEHHE yOJIUKAITUUTE TIOMANaT B
kateropusara ,,CTaTuu U JAOKJIaAu, MyOJMKyBaHU B HepedepupaHu CIUCAHUS C
HAay4YHO pEICH3UpaHE WK MyOJUKYBaHU B pPeAaKTUPAHU KOJIEKTUBHU TOMOBE.
OO6musT 6poit Touku € 40, ¢ KOETO ca U3MBJIHCHH MUHUMAIHUTE HAIMOHATHU
M3UCKBaHUs, KOHKpeTusupaHu B lIpaBunHuKa 3a mpuiiaraHe Ha 3akoHa 3a
pa3BUTHETO Ha akajgeMu4Hus chcTaB B PenyOnuka bwiarapus (3PACPB).
JIOKOJIKOTO TpHW OT IyOJIMKAIIMUTEe ca OTHOCHO maHaemusita oT Korua-19,
CMATaM, Y€ CTaTusTa, MOCBETEHA Ha TioOanu3anusaTa, (GyHKIIMOHUPAHETO Ha
IbpKaBaTa U UACHTUYHOCTTA, € MO0 TemaTa Ha JucepTalusaTa B Hail-TolsMa

CTCIICH.

3. OmneHka Ha qucepTauMsATa, aBTopedepaTa U HAYyYHUTE PUHOCH
JlucepTalluOHHUAT TPy € B 00eM OT 276 CTpaHUITU, OT KOUTO CHIIIUHCKUSIT

TEKCT Bb3JIn3a Ha 260. B cTpyKTYpHO OTHOLIEHUE CE€ ChCTOU OT YBO/I, TPU IJIaBH,
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3aKiroYeHue u oubnuorpadcka crpaBka, BKirouBamnia 144 eqMHUIM HA KUPUIIHILIA
Y Ha JIAaTUHULA (AHTJIMHACKY €3UK), KakTo U 99 mHTepHeT u3tounuka. Pasmomnara c
HaydeH amapart noj opmata Ha 275 OEIeKKHU MO TUHHUS.

YBOABT ChIbpKa HEOOXOTUMUTE 3a MOJ00EH TpyHd pekBuU3UTU. B Hero
JOKTOpaHTKaTa 0OOOCHOBaBa AaKTyalHOCTTa Ha TIOCTaBEHHUS MpodOieM, SICHO
mocoyBa o0ekTa W  IpeaMeTra Ha  pa3paboTkaTa, CHCTEMAaTH3Hpa
U3CIICIOBATEIICKUTE CU 3a7jauu U (popMylidpa Te3aTa CHu, 3aeMailki KaTeropuyHa
aBTOPCKA MO3ULAS.

B mepBara rinaBa, o3ariaBeHa ,.Pernybnuka CeBepHa MakenoHus Kato
HE3aBUCHMa M CyBEpPEHHA JbpKaBa‘‘, MPABUJIIHO C€ 3all04YBa C aHAJIM3 HA Ha-
BOKHUTE (DAKTOPH, MPEIONPEACIISAII U BIUSICHIM BbPXY €BpOATIIAHTHYECKATA
OpUEHTallMsd Ha JbpKaBara: OOSBSIBAHETO HAa HEWHATa HE3aBUCHUMOCT;
MEXKIYHAPOJHOTO M TMpHU3HABAHE, BKIIOYUTEIHO pOJsATa B Ta3W Bpb3Ka Ha
KoMucusra ,,bagenrep* u Ha bbarapus; npobiemute B oTHolIeHUATa ¢ ["'bprius
10 MOBOJI UMETO Ha CTpaHara; pedeperayma ot centemMBpu 1991 r.; BpTpenHara
HECTAOWJIIHOCT Ha TMO-KbCEH €Tal MOopaay HaIpeXeHUsiTa ¢ aj0aHCKOTO
MaIuHCTBO. KaTo HeChMHEHM JOCTOMHCTBA Ha IIbpBaTa riiaBa MOXe Ja ObaaT
MOCOYEeHH aHamM3bT Ha Oxpuackoro cnopasymenue ot 2001 r. u Ha
[Ipecnanckoro cnopasymenne ¢ ['spumst ot 2018 r.; KPUTUYHOCTTA KbM
OOCKTHUBHOTO TpuUJIaraHe OT EBPOMEHCKUTE YIpaBsBallld KPbroBe Ha
pe3yaTaTuTe OT JOKJIaJa Ha KOMHUCHATA ,,baleHTep™; peauua Apyru aBTOPOBU
U3BOJM.

Bropara rnaBa € M350 TOCBETEHA HA Mpolleca Ha MPUCHEIUHIBAHE HA
Peny6nuka CeBepna Makenonus kpM HATO ¢ pasriexnaHe Ha OCHOBHUTE
eTany B Pa3BUTUETO MYy, MPEAW3BUKATEIICTBATA MPEJ] HEro, 0COOCHOCTUTE HA
nperoBopute ¢ HATO u mbpBOHAYaIHUTE PE3YyATATH OT OCHIIECTBEHOTO MPE3
2020 r. unenctBo. Hegoctarhk Ha Ta3u 4acT OT Tpyaa € (PaKTOJIOTUYHATA TPEIIIKa,
nonycHata Ha ctp. 63, kbaero ce TBbpau, ye HATO e cw3magena ,,C
JexmapanusaTa 3a o0l IPUHIIMII ¢ U3BeCTHaTa ATiaHThuecka xapra“. ToBa Ou

MOIJIO Ja CC€ BB3NPHUCME KATO HCAOTTICKIAHC OT CTpaHa HAa AOKTOpPAaHTKATa, ThHU
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KaTo B Oesexkka Moj JUHUS BeAHara ce npenpaiia kbM CeBepHOATIaHTUYECKUS
J0oroBOp oT 1949 1.

B Tperara riaBa OT M3CII€BAHETO ca MOCTABEHHU JIBa akleHTa. EquHusT
OUYaKBaHO € BBPXY Mpenu3BuKarencrrara npej Pemnyonuka CeBepHa Makenonus
B IIpolleca Ha MNPUCHEIUHSBAaHE KbM EBpONEHCKHS CBIO3 C OTYUTAHE Ha
0COOEHOCTHTE Ha (PpEHCKATa U Ha OBJIrapcKaTa MO3UINS 10 TTOBOJ 3aIT0YBAHETO
Ha IPErOBOPUTE 3a YWICHCTBO, KAKTO U Ha MPOOJIEMHUTE, CBbP3aHU C MPUIIAraHeTo
Ha CrnopasymeHnueTo 3a Jno0pochceAcTBO Mexay PenyOnuka bwarapus wu
Peny6onuka CeBepHa Makenonuss ot 2017 r. Bropuar axkueHT € BBpPXY
IIPOYYBAHETO HA OOIIECTBEHOTO MHEHUE B JbpKaBaTa OTHOCHO OBICIIETO M
yneHctBo B EC, karo, kakTto ce TBBpAU, ca 0000ieHrn MHeHusita Ha 220
PECIIOH/ICHTA.

[IspBaTa TOYKa OT rjaBa TpeTa, O3arjiaBeHa ,JicTopuyecko pa3BuTHe U
CBIIHOCT Ha EBpomnelickus cpro3“, € HaI'bJIHO U3JIMIIHA, OLIE IIOBEYE Y€ B HES CE
OTKpUBAT peNlIa CEPUO3HU (PaKTOJIOTMUYECKU IPELIKU BB Bpb3Ka € Mpolieca Ha
€BpONEHCKa MHTETpalMs Karo Hampumep: EBpomeiickarta HMKOHOMHYECKA
OOITHOCT TIpecTaBa Ja chbllecTByBa mpe3 1967 r. (c. 113); oOmata BBHIIHA
MOJIMTUKA U MOIUTUKA Ha curypHOCT Ha EC e ch3nanena ¢ EquHHus eBponeicku
nakT ot 1986 r. (c. 115); ch3maBaHeTO Ha ChbBMECTHA MEXIYNPABUTEICTBEHA
noJIMTUYeCKa WHCTUTYUus Ha EBpomeiickata oOmuocTt mpe3 1953 1. wu
npeacraBsiHeTo Ha BrpxoBHus opran (Bucmia Bnact) Ha EBponeiickara oOIHOCT
3a Bprimia 1 cromana (EOBC) karo EBponeiicku u3nmbiaauTteneH cbaet (c. 110)
v Jp.

Ha MOMeHTH B U37I0)KEHHETO UMa TOBTOPEHUS Ha ChAbP)KaHUE — HAIIPUMEpP
OTHOCHO Komucusita ,.banentep” (c.14-15 u c.132-133) unu BBB Bpb3Ka C
JBP>KaBHOTO yCTpoicTBO (c. 30-32 u cnenuannara Touka 1.3).

B zaxmouenuero ca QopmynaupaHd peaulia U3BOOU, Cpel KOUTO H
OIpPEENEHMS OT JOKTOPAHTKATa KaTo OCHOBEH, a TOH €, Ue eBpoaTIaHTHYeCcKaTa
uHTerpauus Ha PemyOnnka CeBepHa Makenonus e Oe3anTepHaTHBHA, HO 3a

paznuka ot npucheauHsiaHeto kbM HATO, neraT kM EC ce oka3Ba TBBpE
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ABJIBr. C ISUI0TO U3JI0KEHUE HA JUCEPTALMOHHUS cH TpyX Bronera IlaynkoBcka
yCIIsiBa Ja 3alllUTH OCHOBHATA CHU Te3a, KaTO Hapel ¢ TOBA IPABU MPENOPHKH 3a
YCKOpsIBaHE Ha Mpolieca 10 IpueMaHe Ha qbpxkasaTta B EC.

ABTopedepaTsT mpeacTaBs JOOPOCHBECTHO AUCEPTALMSTA.

[IpuHocHTe Ha AMCEPTalMOHHUS TPy ca N30POECHU B €T TOYKH B OT/IEIIHA
yacT Ha aBTopedepara. OT TIX MpHeMaM MbPBUS OTHOCHO aHaNN3a Ha e(eKTUTe
Bbpxy PenyOnuka CeBepHa MakenoHusi Ha HeWHara eBpoaTJIaHTUYECKa
OpPHEHTalMsl W HHTETpPAlMsi, KAaKTO M YETBBPTHS OTHOCHO aHAJINW3a Ha
IPOBEJCHOTO aHKETHO IpOyYBaHE Ha OOILECTBEHOTO MHEHHME B PemyOnmka
CeBepHa MakenoHMsl BbB Bpb3Ka C NPHUCHEIMHSIBAHETO M KbM EBpomneiickus
Cbl03. [IBpBHAT IPHUHOC OIPENENIEHO MOXKE 1a CE OKAa4eCTBU KAaTO HAy4deH, a
YETBBPTHUAT € MIO-CKOPO C HAYYHOIIPWIOKEH XapaKTep, KaTo ChCTABJIABA HOBO,
OPUTMHAJIHO U CAMOCTOSTENHO ITOCTHKEHNE Ha JoKTopaHTKara. [IpuHocu Ne 2 n

Ne 4 xareropudHo nomnajar B €1Ha rpymna.

4. Kputu4Hm 0es1e’KKH U NPenopbKu

ChOTBETHUTE KPUTHYHM OCJICKKH Ca HANpaBeHW II0-HAarope B
CTAaHOBMIIIETO, KAaTO T€ HE CE€ OTpa3siBaT BBPXY OOIIOTO MH MOJOKUTEITHO
BIleYaTiieHue oT paborata Ha Buonera [layHKoBCKa 1 IeMOHCTpUPAHUTE OT HEsl
CITOCOOHOCTH 3a OIIIE ITO-00pHU CAaMOCTOSTEIIHN HAyYHH M3CJICABAHUS B OBCIIC.

B Ta3u Touka Oux oTmpaBuiIa HIKOIKO MPEMOPHKU KbM JOKTOPAHTKATA:

- [pU HaMepeHue aucepranusaTa na ObAe MyOJMKyBaHA W3LSUIO WU
oTyactu g00pe Ou Omio Ja ce OTCTPaHAT (GAKTOJOTUIHUTE TPEIIKH;

- EMOIIMOHAJIHO HACUTCHHWTE W3BOAU (Hamp. OTHOCHO ClOBEeHUs W
XbpBaTHUs B 3aKITIOYEHUETO) Ca HEYMECTHHU B HAYYCH TPY/I;

- (opmynupanu ca 12 BBIpOca, MpoBeACHA € aHKeTa Ha TepeH ¢ 220
PECIIOH/IEHTa, pe3yJTaTuTe ca O0OOIIEHW W ca HalpaBeHW peaulia
chinecTBeHN n3BoAu. JloOpe Ou OmMIIo /1a ce moco4n Kol € aBTOPHT Ha
BBIIPOCHHUKA M TpadUKHUTE, KOW € OCHIIECTBIII aHKETHOTO TPOYyYBaHE.

AXO0 BCHYKO TOBa € JIeJI0 Ha TUCEPTAHTKATa, CTaBa BBIIPOC 32 CEPHUO3HO



W3CIEN0BATEICKO MOCTHKEeHUE. B cnyqaﬁ 4yc HC €, HaydYHara

AJOCTOBCPHOCT N3HMCKBA ITIOCOYBAHC HA U3TOYHHUKA.

5. 3ak/ioveHue

C orznen Ha NOCOYEHOTO IOTYK M HA OCHOBAHHME HA 3aKOHA 3a Pa3BUTHETO
Ha aKaJieMU4HHs cbCcTaB B PenyOnnka bearapus, [IpaBuiHuka 3a npuiiarane Ha
3PACPbB u Berpennure npasunia 3a pa3BUTUE Ha akaJieMU4YHUA cbeTaB Ha FO3Y
,2Heoput Puicku” maBam IMONOXHUTETHA OICHKA HA NUCEPTAIMOHHHS TPYI U
npegiaraM Ha Buonera IlayHkoBcka na Oble mpuchieHa oOpa3oBaTelHaTa U
Hay4Ha CTEMEH ,,JOKTOp* B oOiacT Ha BHcIIe oOpa3oBanue 3. ,,ColHMaHHU,
CTONIAHCKA W TPaBHU HaAyku“, mpodecuonanHo HampasieHue 3.6 ,IlpaBo®,

Hay4Ha CIEUHUAIHOCT ,,MeKIyHapOIHO MPaBO U MEXKIYHAPOAHU OTHOLLICHHS .

Codus,
26.08.2022 r. noil. 1-p Mapuera PaGoxuniicka






OPINION
by Assoc. Prof. Marieta Hristova Rabohchiyska, PhD,
Associate Professor in International Law and International Relations

at the Faculty of Law of Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”

on the dissertation by Violeta Paunkovska,
full-time doctoral student at the Department of International Law and International Relations
at the Faculty of Law and History of the South-West University “Neofit Rilski” on the topic:

“The Republic of North Macedonia in the Process of Euro-Atlantic Integration”,

for the award of the educational and scientific degree “Doctor” in the area of higher education
3. “Social Science, Economic Science and Law”, professional field 3.6 “Law”,

scientific specialty “International Law and International Relations”

1. Information on the PhD student

According to the presented curriculum vitae, Violeta Paunkovska
completed her secondary education in 1990 at the Chemical High School in the
city of Skopje. From 2005 to 2009, she was a student majoring in “Marketing
Management” at the Faculty of Economics of the European University, Skopje.
From 2011 to 2013, she studied at the same university and was granted a Master’s
degree in the field of international relations and diplomacy. Over the past 20 years,
her professional career has been associated with the European University in
Skopje where she worked as an administrative officer, librarian, assistant at the

Law Faculty and at the Detectives and Forensics Faculty.

2. Information on the doctoral procedure and evaluation of
compliance with the minimum national requirements

By Order No. 1169 dated 04.07.2022 of Prof. Dr. Borislav Yurukov —

Rector of the South-West University ‘“Neofit Rilski”, I was appointed as an

external member of the scientific jury in the procedure for the defence of a

dissertation work for the acquisition of the educational and scientific degree



“Doctor” by Violeta Paunkovska, and, subsequently, I was entrusted with the
preparation of an opinion.

The presented documents reveal the information that the dissertation was
discussed and directed towards defence at a meeting of the International Law and
International Relations Department at the Faculty of Law and History of the SWU
“Neofit Rilski” — Blagoevgrad, held on 16.06.2022, and that the Faculty Council
of the same Faculty has made a decision to this effect, formalized in
Protocol No. 23/16.06.2022.

No plagiarism reports have been filed and no plagiarism has been proven
regarding the candidate’s scholarly scientific works. She has submitted a
declaration of originality, and from the information provided within the
procedure, it is clear that her dissertation work has been checked with the
IThenticate programme showing a text similarity index of 9%.

Violeta Paunkovska has presented a list of four publications. Three of them
are in “IDEA — International Journal of Science and Arts” — the journal of the
European University, Skopje. In my opinion, the publications fall under the
category of “Articles and reports published in non-refereed peer-reviewed
journals or published in edited collective volumes”. The total number of points is
40, thus fulfilling the minimum national requirements specified in the Regulations
for the Implementation of the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic
of Bulgaria Act (DASRBA). In so far as three of the publications are about the
Covid-19 pandemic, | reckon that the article dedicated to globalization, the
functioning of the state and identity refers to the topic of the dissertation to the

greatest extent.

3. Evaluation of the dissertation, of the author’s summary of the
dissertation work, and of the scientific contributions
The dissertation consists of 276 pages, of which the actual text amounts to

260. Structurally, it comprises an introduction, three chapters, a conclusion and a



bibliographical reference including 144 sources in Cyrillic and Latin (English), as
well as 99 websites. It has a scholarly apparatus in the form of 275 footnotes.

The introduction contains the necessary requisites for such a work. In it, the
doctoral student substantiates the relevance of the problem, clearly indicates the
object and subject of the study, systematizes her research tasks and formulates her
thesis, taking a definite author’s position.

The first chapter entitled “The Republic of North Macedonia as an
independent and sovereign state” correctly begins with an analysis of the most
Important factors predetermining and having an impact on the Euro-Atlantic
orientation of the state: the declaration of its independence; its international
recognition, including the role of the Badinter Commission and of Bulgaria in this
regard; the problematic relations with Greece regarding the name of the country;
the referendum held in September 1991, the internal instability at a later stage due
to tensions with the Albanian minority. The analysis of the 2001 Ohrid Agreement
and of the 2018 Prespa Agreement with Greece may be identified as undoubted
merits of the first chapter along with the critical approach towards the unbiased
implementation by the European governing circles of the results of the Badinter
Commission report and a number of other author’s conclusions.

The second chapter is entirely dedicated to the process of accession of the
Republic of North Macedonia to NATO, examining the main stages in its
development, the challenges before it, the specifics of the negotiations with
NATO and the initial results of the membership that took effect in 2020. A
drawback of this part of the work is the factual error committed on page 63 where
it i1s claimed that NATO was established “by the Declaration of the general
principle with the famous Atlantic Charter”. This could be perceived as an
oversight on the part of the PhD student, as she immediately refers to
the 1949 North Atlantic Treaty in a footnote.

In the third chapter of the study, two emphases are placed. The first one is

expectedly put on the challenges facing the Republic of North Macedonia in the



process of joining the European Union, taking into account the peculiarities of the
French position and of the Bulgarian stance on the occasion of opening the
accession negotiations, as well as on the problems related to the implementation
of the Good-Neighbourliness Agreement between the Republic of Bulgaria and
Republic of North Macedonia of 2017. The second focus is on the public opinion
survey in the country regarding its future EU membership, which is said to have
summarized the opinions of 220 respondents.

The first point of the third chapter entitled “Historical development and
essence of the European Union” is completely superfluous, especially since it
reveals a number of serious factual errors in connection with the process of
European integration, such as: the European Economic Community ceased to
exist in 1967 (p. 113); the EU’s Common Foreign and Security Policy was
established by the 1986 Single European Pact (p. 115); the creation of a joint
intergovernmental political institution of the European Community in 1953 and
presenting the High Authority of the European Coal and Steel Community
(ECSC) as a European Executive Council (p. 110), etc.

At times, there are repetitions of content in the exposition — for example,
regarding the Badinter Commission (pp. 14-15 and pp. 132-133) or in connection
with the state system (pp. 30-32 and item 1.3).

In the conclusion, a number of inferences are drawn, including the one
identified by the doctoral student as the most important — the Euro-Atlantic
integration of the Republic of North Macedonia is without alternative, but unlike
joining NATO, the road to the EU has turned out to be too long. By the full text
of her dissertation work, Violeta Paunkovska has managed to defend her main
thesis while making recommendations for speeding up the process of admitting
the country into the EU.

The author’s summary represents the dissertation work in good faith.

The contributions of the dissertation are listed in five points in a separate

part of the author’s summary. Of these, | accept the first one regarding the analysis



of the effects on the Republic of North Macedonia of its Euro-Atlantic orientation
and integration, as well as the fourth one concerning the analysis of the public
opinion survey conducted in the Republic of North Macedonia in connection with
its accession to the European Union. The first contribution can definitely be
characterized as scientific and the fourth one is more of a scientific-applied nature,
constituting a new, original and independent achievement of the doctoral student.

Contributions 2 and 4 clearly fall into one group.

4. Critical remarks and recommendations
The relevant critical remarks have been made in previous sections of the
opinion. However, they do not affect my overall positive impression of
Violeta Paunkovska’s work and the capacity she has demonstrated for even better
independent scholarly research in the future.
Under this item of the opinion, | would like to make a few recommendations
to the PhD student:
- ifthe dissertation is intended to be published in whole or in part, it would
be appropriate to remove the factual errors;
- emotional conclusions (regarding, for example, Slovenia and Croatia in
the conclusion) are misplaced in a scholarly research;
12 questions have been formulated, a field survey has been
conducted with 220 respondents, the results have been summarized and
a number of significant conclusions have been drawn. It would be fitting
to indicate the author of the questionnaire and the graphs, as well as the
person who has carried out the survey. If all this is the work of the
doctoral student, it is a serious research achievement. In case it is not,

scholarly credibility requires citation of the source.

5. Conclusion



In view of the above and on the grounds of the Development of the
Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria Act, the Regulations for the
Implementation of the DASRBA, and the Internal Rules for the Development of
the Academic Staff of Neofit Rilski SWU, | hereby make a positive assessment
of the doctoral dissertation and propose that Violeta Paunkovska be awarded the
educational and scientific degree “Doctor” in the area of higher education
3. “Social Science, Economic Science and Law”, professional field 3.6 “Law”,

scientific specialty “International Law and International Relations”.

Sofia,
26.08.2022 Assoc. Prof. Marieta Rabohchiyska, PhD



