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oT jaoil. 1-p Mnusa Henun

Ha JucepTranuoHHus Tpya Ha Moxamman Moca dokapa,

JOKTOPAHT KbM Katezpa ,,ETHonorus u 6ankanuctuka“ Ha @unonorunyeckus axynrer va IO3Y

,2Heodur Puncku”,

Ha teMa ,, Traditions and Practices Around the Tombs of the Just from the Point of View of Judaism

and Islam®,

3a HpI/II[O6I/IBaHe Ha 06pa30BaTenHaTa W Hay4Ha CTCIICH ,,I[OKTOp“ B HpO(I)eCI/IOHaJ'IHO HaIIpaBJICHUC

2.1. ®unonorus,Hay4Ha CHEUATHOCT ,,DONKIOPUCTUKA U €THOJIOTHUSA ",

Hay4yeH pbKoBoAUTEN Mpod. 1uH MuneHna 6enoBcka-ChOKoBa.

[Ipennaranudar 3a 3ammTa IUCEPTAMOHEH TPYA Ha Tema ,, Tpaguliui ¥ MPAKTUKU OKOJIO
rpo6oBeTte Ha [IpaBegHUTE OT TJIe/IHA TOYKA HA I0J]an3Ma U UCIIAMa“ € CPABHEHUTEIIHO U3CIIeIBaHE
Ha MOKJIOHHUYECKH MPAKTUKH Ha MIOCIOJIMAHU U HA 10JIEU, U3BBPILIBAHU HAa CBETH MECTA, CBbP3aHU
c [IpaBennuiu. Ha BHMMaHHETO HA TUCEPTaHTa ca TPOOHUIIN, KOUTO MPUBIHYAT TOKIOHHHUIIN OT
JIBETE PEIUTHO3HU OOIIHOCTH M CTaBaT MeCTa 3a B3aWMOJECHCTBUE MEXIY JBETE€ PEITUTHH.
N3cnenBanero Ha Moxamen ®dokapa mornajga B MOJETO HA aHTPOIOJIOTUATA HA PEIUTHATA U €
MOCBETEHO Ha €HAa aKTyajHa MpoOjeMaThka, CBbp3aHa C PEIUTHMO3HOTO MOKIOHHUYECTBO Ha

I0JICHCKH 1 Ha MIOCIOJIMAHCKU CBETH MecTa (rpooHunu Ha [IpaBeqnunnm) B M3paern.

HucepranusTa € B 06em ot 177 cTpaHUIU, CbCTOU CE OT YBOJI, U3JIOKEHHE, PA3IPEIEICHO
B TPH TJIaBH, 3aKJIIOUEHUE, CIIUCHK C M3M0JI3BaHa JUTEpaTypa, KakTo U 4 npuioxxeHus. OCBeH Ha
JTMYHO chOpaH Oorar TepeHeH MaTepuain (HaOmoneHus u 600 aHKeTH C MOKJIOHHMIM, KOUTO ca
MOCETUIIN Hall-BaskHUTE rpoOHMLM Ha [IpaBeanute B M3paen - rpoduunmre Ha paBuH [llnmon bap-
IOxait, na ba6a Canu u Ha paBuH Meup baan Xanec 3a eBpente, 1 MIOCIOJIMAHCKHUTE Ha MTPOPOK

Camymn, [lexa6 En-Jlun u Paxwmi) ), u3cieqBaHeTo ce OCHOBaBa M Ha apXHWBHH H3TOYHUIIH,



PEIUTHO3HU TEKCTOBE, HOPMAaTUBHU JIOKYMEHTH, KHUTY, CTaTUX U MyOJIMKAallM¥ BbB BECTHMIIH.
Ta3u mmpoka emnupuyHa 06a3a JaHHM, [TO3BOJSIBA HAa aBTOpa Jla HalpaBU €UH YOEIUTEJIEH,
JIOTMYECKU U3IbpoKaH U quceprabuiieH HayueH TpyaA. Hapen ¢ ToBa, @okapa e mokasas yMeHus 3a

KPUTHYCH aHAJIM3 U HAYYHU KOMIICTCHLIMH, Oa3upaHu Ha 6orat Oubnuorpadcku amapar.

YBOIBT BKIIOUBA HEOOXOAMMHUTE 3a AMCEPTALMATa M3CIEAOBATEICKa IeNl W 3aJaudu,
METOJIMKA Ha U3CJIEABAHETO U MpEryie]] Ha OCHOBHA JuTeparypa. OCHOBHATA U3CIE10BATENCKA 1IENT
e scHO QopMmyiMpaHa: NpoyyBaHE Ha HAuWHA, MO KOWTO ce NpOBeXJa M Bb3IpUEMa

IIOKJIOHHHYCCTBOTO Ha FpO6HI/ILII/I Ha HpaBeI{HI/IHI/I OT MIOCIOJIMAHU U €BPCH.

B nbpBa rnasa ,,I'poObT KaTo cBELIEHO MACTO ca MPEJCTABEHH KOHLEIIUUTE 32 CBEIIEHO
MSCTO B JIBETE PEJIUTUH, BUJIOBETE CBETH MECTa, UCTOPHUECKOTO PAa3BUTHE HA KYJITA KbM T'POOHU
Mmecta Ha [IpaBeiHH, pa3nuKUTE MEXAY OPTOJOKCHSTA U MOMYJISPHUTE NPAKTUKU. AHATU3UPAHU
ca CXOJCTBaTa B IPEACTABUTE 3a IPABEIHOCT, KAKTO U PA3IMKUTE HA CBETHTE MECTa 3a I0JIEH B
CpPaBHEHHE C XPUTHSHCKUTE U MIOCIOJIMAHCKUTE KYJITOBM MecTa. B Tazu yact qucepTaHTbHT

II0Ka3Ba OBJIaACHU IIO3HAHU B HpO6HeMaTI/IKaTa.

Bropa rnaBa ,,Puryanmu oxono rpoOGHuiute Ha IlpaBenmHunu B rtogau3mMa W ucisMa’
MPEACTaBsi COOCTBEHO PUTYyalUTe, U3BHPIIBAaHU Ha rpoOHUIM Ha [IpaBenHUTE B IBETE PEIUTHH,
aHaM3MpaHu Ha 0a3aTa Ha IMYEH EMIUPUYCH MaTepUall U Ha TUTEPAaTypHU U3TOYHUIIU, KAKTO U
B UCTOpUYECKH TuIaH (Hamp. (OpMHpaHETO W Pa3BHUTUETO HAa MOKJIOHHUYECTBOTO B Pa3InIHU
HMCTOPHUYECKH MEPUOIH, TTPOLIECHT HA MPEMUHABAHE OT MIOCIOJIMAHCKH B €BPEUCKH MECTa Ha KYIIT;
poJiiTa Ha eBpeicKaTa Juacropa 3a MoKJIOHHWYecKaTa Tpaauius B M3paen). MHoro neraitiHo ca
MIPEJICTAaBEHU M M3CJICIBAHU PA3JIUKHUTE B MOKJIOHHUYECTBOTO HA JBETE PEIMTHO3HU OOIIHOCTH,
HalpuMep cTporara iiepapxudHa cucteMa Ha [[paBeHULIMTE Y MIOCIOJIMAaHUTE, KOSITO JIUTICBA ITPU
I0JIeUTe, MpeJcTaBaTa 3a KpbhbBHA Bpb3ka Ha lIpaBegnurure ¢ Moxamen mpu MIOCIOJIMAHHTE,
BIIMSIHUETO Ha cydHr3Ma Mpy MIOCIOJIMAaHUTE, TOrPeOBaHETO HAa YaCTH OT TAJIOTO Ha CBEIICHO JIUIIE
Ha pa3INYHU MeCTa, KOETO OTCHCTBA MPH eBpenTe. [locoueHu ca u MpuIMKUTe Ha IBETe KOH(PeCHH
M0 OTHOIIIEHHE HAa MOTHUBUTE 32 MOKJIOHHUYECTBO U MO OTHOIIEHHE Ha KOHKPETHH OOpemHu
MPaKTUKU W BSIPBAHUS B M3IEIUTEIIHATA CUJIa Ha MECTaTa 3a MOKJIOHEHHEe. B MHOTO OTHOIIECHMS

TOBa € U Haﬁ-HpHHOCHaTa qacT OT AucepTranusTa.



Tpera rnaBa e o3arnaBeHa ,,CbBpeMEHHHU NMPAKTUKU Ha MMOKJIOHEHUE U CBBP3AHUTE C TAX
MOKJIOHMWYECKH MbTyBaHus“. Tyk ca mpeacTaBeHU pe3ysTaTUTe OT TEPEHHHUTE NMPOYUYBAHUS BbHB
BHJI HA TaOJUIM U Ha ONMKCAHUs HA HAOJIIOIaBaHUTE OT IMCEPTAHTA PUTYAIHU MMPAKTUKU B JIBETEC
PENUTHO3HU OOITHOCTH. ABTOPHT BeUe € U3ThKHAI B IIPEIXOAHATA TJIaBa 00 IMHsIBAIIATa CUIIa HA
CBETHTE MECTa U POJIsSITa UM 32 OpMUpPaHE HA OOIIHOCTHO YYBCTBO y NMOKJIOHHUIIUTE, a TYK TO3U
W3BOJI € 3aTBBPACH OT HarnpaBeHUTe HaOmoAeHus. CpaBHIBailKu JBeTe OOLUIHOCTH, JUCEPTAHTHT
YCTaHOBSIBA, Y€ €BPEUTE IIOCEIIABAT [10-YECTO CBETUTE MECTAa B CPAaBHEHHE C MIOCIOJIMAHUTE U
O0OMKHOBEHO Ha TPYIH — ChC ceMeiicTBaTa cu Wi ¢ pusitenan. Criopes Hero, OCBEH Ha MO-CHITHATA
TpaaullUg HA TOKJIOHMYECTBOTO MPH €BPEUTE, KOETO Mpe3 MOCIEHAHUTE IECETUIICTHsS OenexH

IIoJ€M B I/I3paen, TOBa CC IbJIKH U Ha HO-I[O6pI/ITe HKOHOMUHYCCKH Bb3MOXKXHOCTHU Ha CBPCUTC.

3aKIOYEHUETO € CTErHaTO U B JIAKOHHYCH BUO Ca 0606H_IGHI/I OCHOBHUTC PE3YyJITaTU OT
HU3CICABAHCTO. CI/ICTeMaTI/ISI/IpaHI/I Ca OCHOBHUTC P3JIMKU U IPUJIIMKU MCKAY ABETC O6H_IHOCTI/I. TYK

Ca IOMCCTCHU U KOHKPCTHH IIPUMEPHU, HA KOUTO MSACTOTO UM € B U3JIOKCHUCTO.

JlMcepTalMOHHUAT TPYA, NPEUIOKEH 3a 3allWTa, WU3IBJIHABA BCUYKM M3MCKBAHUS Ha
xaHpa. Moxaman ®okapa e HaBIsA3bJI B JAeTaiuin B pa3paboTeHaTa TeMa, Ioka3Ba MHOIO J100pa
TEOpPETHYHA MOJrOTOBKA U YMEHHS 3@ CAMOCTOSATEIHO IPOBEXkKAAHE HA TEPEHHA U3CIIe10BaTeICKa
pabota. [ucepranusra Ou crieyenusiaa U ako B TeKCTa 0s1Xa BKIOYEHH U MPUMEPH ¢ KOHKPETHU

ITOKJIOHHHUIIH, a 3a TOBA OM TOMOTHAI MCTOABT Ha 6I/IOFpa(1)I/ILIHOTO HHTCPBIO.

Marepuanute Mo 3amuTaTa HW3MBIHSABAT HW3UCKBAHMATA HAa 3aKoHAa 3a pPa3BUTHEHA
aKaJleMUYHUs ChCTaB Ha PenmyOnuka bearapus. ABropedeparbT oTpassiBa ChCABPKAHUETO HA
JUCEepTaIsATa, HE Ca YCTAHOBEHM IJIarMaTcTBa, B aBTOCIPABKaTa MPUHOCUTE HA TpyJa ca BAPHO
OTpa3eHHu, JOKTOPAHTHT MMa HEOOXOoAMMHs Opod MyOnuMKamuu Mo TeMara. ToBa MH JaBa
OCHOBaHHE Jia Mpejyioxka aa Obae mpuchaeHa Ha Moxamang Moca @okapa obOpa3oBaTenHaTa u
Hay4yHa CTelleH ,,JJOKTOp* B HaydHa CHenHasHocT ,,DOJKIOPUCTHUKA M €THOJOTusA™, 00JacT Ha

BHUCIIEeTO 00pa3oBaHue 2. XyMaHUTapHU HAyKH; MpodecuoHanHo HampasieHue 2.1. Ounonorus.

09. 09. 2022 Hou. n-p Unus Henuu

biaroesrpan
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for the acquisition of the educational and scientific degree "doctor" in professional field 2.1.
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The thesis offered for defense on the topic "Traditions and Practices around the Tombs of
the Just from the Point of View of Judaism and Islam" is a comparative study of Muslim and
Jewish pilgrimage practices performed at holy places associated with the Just. The dissertation
draws attention to tombs that attract pilgrims from both religious communities and become places
of interaction between the two religions. Mohamed Fogara's research falls into the field of
anthropology of religion and is dedicated to a topical issue related to religious pilgrimage to Jewish

and Muslim holy places (tombs of the Just) in Israel.

The dissertation has a volume of 177 pages, consists of an introduction, an exposition
divided into three chapters, a conclusion, a list of used literature, as well as 4 appendices. In
addition to personally collected rich field material (observations and 600 interviews with pilgrims
who visited the most important tombs of the Just in Israel - the tombs of Rabbi Shimon Bar-Yuhai,
Baba Sali and Rabbi Meir Baal Hanes for the Jews, and the Muslim tombs of prophet Samuil,
Shehab EI-Din and Rahil), the research is also based on archival sources, religious texts, normative

documents, books, articles and newspaper publications. This wide empirical database allows the



author to make a convincing, logically sound and dissertable scientific work. In addition, Fogara
has demonstrated critical analytic skills and scholarly competence based on a rich bibliographic

apparatus.

The Introduction includes the research objective and tasks required for the dissertation, the
research methodology and a review of basic literature. The main research objective is clearly
stated: a study of the way in which the pilgrimage to the tombs of the Just is conducted and

perceived by Muslims and Jews.

In the first chapter, "The Grave as a Sacred Place", the concepts of a sacred place in both
religions, the types of holy places, the historical development of the cult of burial places of the
Just, the differences between orthodoxy and popular practices are presented. The similarities in
notions of Just are analyzed, as well as the differences of holy places for Jews compared to
Christian and Muslim places of worship. In this part, the PhD student shows mastered knowledge

of the issue.

The second chapter, "Rituals around the tombs of the Just in Judaism and Islam", presents
itself the rituals performed at the tombs of the Just in both religions, analyzed on the basis of
personal empirical material and literary sources, as well as in historical aspect (e.g. the formation
and development of pilgrimage in different historical periods, the process of transition from
Muslim to Jewish places of worship; the role of the Jewish diaspora in the pilgrimage tradition in
Israel). The differences in the pilgrimage of the two religious communities are presented and
explored in great detail, for example the strict hierarchical system of the Just among the Muslims,
which is absent among the Jews, the notion of a blood relationship of the Just with Muhammad
among the Muslims, the influence of Sufism among the Muslims, the burial of body parts of a holy
person in various places, which is absent among the Jews. Similarities between the two faiths in
terms of motives for pilgrimage and in terms of specific ritual practices and beliefs in the healing
power of places of pilgrimage are also indicated. In many ways, this is also the most contributing

part of the dissertation.

A third chapter is entitled "Contemporary Practices of Pilgrimage and Related

Pilgrimages.” The results of the field studies are presented here in the form of tables and



descriptions of the ritual practices observed by the dissertation in the two religious communities.
The author has already emphasized in the previous chapter the unifying power of the holy places
and their role in forming a sense of community among the pilgrims, and here this conclusion is
reinforced by the observations made. Comparing the two communities, the author found that Jews
visit the holy places more often than Muslims, and usually in groups - with their families or with
friends. According to him, in addition to the stronger tradition of Jewish pilgrimage, which in
recent decades has seen a rise in Israel, this is also due to the better economic opportunities of the

Jews.

The Conclusion is tight and the main results of the research are summarized in a concise
form. The main differences and similarities between the two communities are systematized. Here

are also some specific examples that should have their place in the main text.

The dissertation work proposed for defense fulfills all the requirements of the genre.
Mohammad Fogara has gone into detail in the developed topic, shows very good theoretical
preparation and skills for independent conduct of field research work. The dissertation would also
benefit if examples with specific pilgrims were included in the text, and the biographical interview

method would help for this.

The defense materials meet the requirements of the Law on the Development of the
Academic Staff of the Republic of Bulgaria. The auto-abstract reflects the content of the
dissertation, no plagiarism has been found, the contributions of the work are accurately reflected
in the auto-reference, the doctoral student has the required number of publications on the topic.
This gives me reason to propose that Mohammad Mosa Foqgara be awarded the educational and
scientific degree "Doctor" in the scientific specialty "Folklore and Ethnology", field of higher

education 2. Humanities; professional direction 2.1. Philology.
09. 09. 2022 Assoc. prof. Dr. Iliya Nedin

Blagoevgrad






