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YJIeH Ha Ha HAY4HO KypH B MpoIleAypa Mo myOJMyHa 3al[uTa Ha
JTUCepTAIlMOHHUS TPy Ha JokTopaHT Moxammaza dokapa, goktopant B FO3Y

,,Heodut Puncku”,

Ha tema ,,Traditions and Practices Around the Tombs of the Just from the Point

of View of Judaism and Islam®,
3a NpuAoOMBaHe Ha 0Opa3oBaTelIHaTa U Hay4yHa CTEIEH ,,JOKTOp*
B npodecroHaHO HamnpayieHue 2.1. dunonorus,

HAay4YHA CIEHHATHOCT ,,DOTKIOPUCTUKA U €THOJIOTUS

Hucepranuara Ha Moxamma @okapa € HOCBETEHa Ha PAKTUKH, KOUTO Ce
M3BBLPIIBAT HA TPOOHUIIM HA MpaBeAHUIM OT TJIEHA TOYKA Ha IOJau3Ma U
ucisiva. Temara normazia B OOUTMPHOTO TMOJI€ HAa aHTPOIOJIOTHATA Ha PEIUTUATA U
PEIIUTUO3HOCTTA, KaTo OCHOBHATa L€ Ha M3CJIEABAHETO € Ja CE HalpaBu
CpPaBHEHHE MEXIY MOKJIOHHUYECKH MPAKTUKNA HA MIOCIOJIMAHU U Ha I0JIEU, KAKTO
U J1a ce MpoydaT CBETH MeCTa, KOUTO NPUBIIMYAT NMOKJIOHHULU OT PA3JIWYHU

PEJUTUU U ca CBOCOOPA3HU LIEHTPOBE 3a PEIIUTHO3HO B3aUMO/ICHCTBHUE.

JlucepTaliMOHHUAT TPYJ € CTPYKTYPUpPaH B YBOJ, TPH IJIaBH, 3aKITIOUCHUE,
oubGmorpadus, npuioxeHus u ooxsama 177 ctp. B Tekcra M. @okapa usnoissa
pa3sHO00pa3Hu M3TOYHMIIM MO0 TeMaTa (M3CieaIBaHusA, HOPMATUBHU JIOKYMEHTH,
apXUBHU JAHHHW, PEJIUTHO3HM TEKCTOBE), KaTo MPEACTaBsI W JUYHO CHOpaH
TEPEHEeH MaTepuall 3a M3BBLPIIBAHUTE NPH T'POOHUIINTE MPAKTHKH, KAaKTO M 3a

OTHOICHHWETO KBbM IIOCCIIABAHCTO Ha CBCTU MECTA OT MPCACTABUTCIIN HA APYTU



pENMUrHo3HU OOIHOCTU. JIOKTOPAaHTHT € MpOoBeNl HAOMIOJEHUS U aHKETH C
MOKJIOHHMIIM, KOUTO MOCenaBaT rpoOHUIM Ha npaBeauuuy B M3paen, cBbp3anu
¢ ronan3Ma (rpoonunute Ha pasuH lllumon bap-lOxaii, Ha baba Canu n Ha paBuH
Mewup baan Xanec) u ¢ ucisma (rpoduuiute Ha npopok Camywr, Ha [1lexa6 En-

JuH, Ha Paxwun).

B yBoma na tpyna M. ®okapa pasriexaa MACTOTO Ha pelurusTa U Ha
MOKJIOHHUYECTBOTO B ChbBPEMEHHUS CBSIT U OCMUCIISIHETO UM B MapaJurMUTE Ha
(me)cekynapuzauuara, MOJEpPHHU3aLUATA, Triao0anu3anusaTa, peIUruo3HaTa
(ae)ronepantHoct. B mbpBa rmasa ,['poOBT KaTo CBEMIEHO MSCTO® aBTOPHT
MPEJCTaBs KOHIIEMIIUUTE 3a CBATOCT U BUJIOBETE CBETH MECTa CIIOPE]] I0Jjan3ma
U HCIsIMA, KAaKTO WU MOTHUBHUTE 3a MOKJIOHHMYecTBara. KomeHTupar ce
MPEJCTaBUTE 3a MPABEAHOCT, PA3BUTHETO HA KYJAT KbM TPOOHM MecTa Ha
IpaBeHUIIN, PA3JIMKUTE B HOPMATUBHATA U B IPAKTUKYBAaHATA PEJIUTHUS, TIPOSBU

Ha XCTCPOAOKCHSI.

Bropa rnaBa mpencrtaBs puTyaludTe, U3BBPIIBAHM HAa TpoOOBE Ha
IIPaBEIHUIIM B €BpPENCKATa U B MIOCIOJIMaHCKaTa TPaauLMsa. ABTOPBT KOMEHTHPA
MOKJIOHHUYECTBOTO JO CBETM MECTA, KaKTO W PA3JIMYHHU THIKYBAHUS Ha Ta3H
TpajuLMsl B JBETE€ PEJIMTHO3HU CUCTEMHU M CIOPEN Pa3jIM4yHH TE€XHU TEUEHUS.
N3BppumiBaHuTE pPUTYyaIM Cca pasTieJaHd B HMCTOPUYECKH AaCIIeKT, KaTo €
oTOesI3aH MPOLEChT Ha PEIUTrMo3Ha KOHBEPCHS HAa HAKOM OT IMOYUTAHUTE
rpoOoBe (OT MIOCIOJIMAHCKH B €BPEWCKM MECTa Ha KyJT), KaKTO M pOJIATa Ha
eBpeiicKaTa quacnopa 3a MokjJIoHHu4YecTBata B M3paein. JIOKTOpaHTBT OTKpHBa
rojiiMO CXOJCTBO Ha TMPAKTUKUTE, M3MBIHABAHU TPU TPOOHUIUTE OT
MIOCIOJIMaHH U 1ojieu. [[pMHOCHO € cpaBHEHHETO MEXIy OOpPEIHOCTTA Ha €BPEU
U MIOCKOJIMaHU, Ipu koeto M. Dokapa yCTaHOBSIBA HSIKOU pa3iIuKUd B
NOKJIOHHUYECTBOTO — IPU MIOCIOJIMAHUTE HMMa CEIEMCTENIEHHA HepapxXus Ha
CaKpaJIHUTE MMEPCOHAXKHU, JOKATO B 10J]an3Ma HsIMA TaKaBa; NP I0JICUTE JIUIICBA U

HACATa 3a IIOTOMIM Ha CAKPAJIHHUTC IICPCOHAXKH, IIPU MIOCIOJIMAHHUTC ITOHAKOI'a



HnMa HIAKOJIKO I’p06HI/IHI/I Ha ¢IMH W CbIIW HpPaBCIHUK, IIPpU KOJCUTC TOBA €
HCIIO3HATO, XapaKTepHaTa 3a MIOCIOJIMAHCKHUTC BAPBAHHA Ipylla Ha CBCTHH
BOMHHM HC € HAJIMYHA B PCIUMIHMO3HHUTC BAPBAHUSA Ha CBPCUTC. M. CDOKapa
AKIICHTHpa Ha O6CTO$IT€JICTBOTO, 4€ B HUCTOPUYCCKH IIJIAaH MIOCHOJIMAHHTC
IIo4unTar FpO6HI/IHI/ITe Ha eBpeﬁCKHTe I[MpaBCAHUIIN, KAaKTO KW Ha (I)aKTa, qc
INOJIUTUYCCKUAT KOHTCKCT B HSpElCJ'I 6J'IaFOHpI/I$ITCTBa IIOKJIOHHHUYCCTBOTO A0
GBpeﬁCKH CBCTH MCCTa, HO BOJAM A0 3allagaHC Ha 4YaCT OT MIOCIHOJIMAaHCKHTC

TaKHBa.

Tpera r1aBa € mOCBETEHA HA CHBPEMEHHOTO TOKJIOHHUYECTBO [0
rpoOHMIIM Ha TpaBeqHUIM B V3paen cmoped JaHHM OT MPOBEACHOTO OT
JIOKTOpAaHTa W3CJIE/IBAHE, KOUTO Ca TMPEJACTaBEeHHW U B TaOIWYEH BH]I.
[IpoyuBaHeTo MokKa3Ba, Y€ MIOCIOJIMAHUTE IO-YECTO MOCENIAaBaT TPOOHUIINTE
caMu, JIOKaTO €BperuTe ca MO-CKJIOHHU KbM CEeMEHHHU U TPYNOBHU MOKIOHECHHUS.
YcTaHoBsIBa ce CHIIO TaKa, Y€ MIOCIOJIMAaHUTE OOMKHOBEHO IMOCeIaBaT rpoOHUIIA
€IVH BT B TOAWHATA, JOKATO FOJICUTE U3BBPIIBAT MOKIOHHAYECTBA JI0 TIOBEYE
cBetr Mecta. OOmM Mpu ABETe OOIIHOCTH Ca M3IOJI3BAHETO Ha rpoOHHUIIATA 3a
MSICTO Ha €IWHEHHWE, 3a CPeIld C MPHUITENH, 3a W3MOJI3BaHETO Ha rpoda Ha
IMOKOWHMS ITPABEIHUK KAaTO MOCPEIHUK MEXy BspBammTe U bor. Karo paznuku
ca YCTaHOBEHM II0-YECTOTO TMPU MIOCIOJIMAHUTE TMpECluBaHe 70 Trpooda,
OCTaHsIBaHE Ha TMHUCMEHH >KETaHWs, HOCEHE Ha XpaHa M ydacThe B MacOBHU
[IEPEMOHUHM TI0 wu3IeleHrue. EBpenTe OT CBOSI CTpaHa W3MBIHSABAT MPU
rpoOHUIIATa TEPBO MMOCTPUTBAHE HA KOCATa, MOJydaBaT 01arocioBus, CHAOAsIBAT
Ce C aMyJeTd, C TOpPTpeTH Ha paBuUHU. J[OKTOPAaHTHT YCTaHOBsIBA, Ye
MOKJIOHHUITUTE W OT JBETE JCHOMHHAIIMM CH JaBaT CMETKa 3a CXOJHUTE

BSIPBAHUS U MMPAKTUKHU.

B 3akmouenuero M. dokapa 0600111aBa pe3yaTaTUTE OT U3CIEABAHETO CH,
KaTO CHUCTEMATU3UpPa U OCHOBHUTE PA3JIMKHU B IMOKJIOHHUYECKUTE MPAKTUKHU Ha

MIOCIOJIMAHHUTC M Ha CBPCUTC. (DaKT"bT, 4c CBPCUTC II0-YCCTO OT MIOCIIMAHUTC



IocelniaBaT TIpoOOHMIM Ha TMpaBeJHULM, ce OOsACHABAa C IoJeMa Ha
HNOKJIOHHUYECTBOTO B M3paen B mociaeIHuTE JECETUIIETHS, KAKTO U C [T0-100pOTO
(MHAHCOBO CBHCTOSIHME HA €BpPEUTE B CTpaHaTa. ABTOPBT MpaBH H3BOJA, 4e
BBIIPEKH HSAKOM Pa3jIuydMsi, UMa TOJSMO CXOJCTBO B PEIUTHO3HUTE MPAKTHKH,
U3BBPILIBAHU NPU TPOOHULIMTE HA MPABEIHUIM OT MIOCIOJIMAaHHU U OJIEU, KaTo
0COOEHO TOBAa BaXW 3a ,HM3TOYHHUTE e€Bpedu . JOKTOpPaHTBT KOMEHTHpa
Pa3BUTUETO HA U3TOYHMS FOJaU3bM B KOHTEKCTA HA MIOCIOJIMAHCKA OJUTHYECKA
JOMUHAIMS U HAJTMYUETO HA PEeULa JONUPHU TOUKH U B3aUMOJEUCTBUS MEXKIY
oan3mMa 1 ucisiMa. OCHOBHATa colMaliHa (yHKUHS HAa MOKIOHHUYECTBOTO U
OpU JBET€ JACHOMHUHAIMM € Ja TNOJAbpXKa UYyBCTBOTO 3a OOIIHOCT U

IMPUHAAJICKHOCT.

bux mpennoxxuiia Ha JOKTOpAaHTA Ja MPEMECTH KOHKPETHU MPUMEPH 3a
MOKJIOHHUYECKH TPAKTUKH OT 3aKJIIOUYEHHUETO BHB BTOpa TiiaBa. Moxe 1a ce
IPEOCMUCITN M PA3MIeKJIAHETO Ha TOKJIOHHUYECTBOTO B JIUXOTOMHSTA
WHCTUTYIIMOHAIM3UPAHA — TIOMYJIApHA PEIUTHS, TOKOJKOTO TE3W TIOHSITHS
KOHIIETITyaJIU3UPAT Pa3InuHu, HO HE TIPOTUBOIOJIONKHHU PEKUMU HA PEITUTHO3HA
uzsiBa. [IpoabimkaBaHeTo Ha U3CIEABAHETO MO TeMaTa B OBJCIIE C IpUIaraHe Ha
Ka4eCTBEHH MeTOAM (MHTEpPBIOTA C PECIOHJECHTH) OW pgano mo-Oorata u

HIOAHCHpPaHa KapTHHA Ha IMIOKJIOHHUYCCKUTEC HArJlaCu U IMPaKTHUKH.

[IpencraBeHOTO IUCEPTALMOHHO M3CIEABaHE JONMPUHACS 3a MO-T00pOTO
pa3OupaHe Ha MOKJIOHHMYECTBOTO, SIBJIEHHE C ObJra HCTOPUS U YTBBPICHU
MO3UIMH U B ChbBpeMeHHaTa enoxa. [IpuHoc Ha MoHOTrpadusTa € CpaBHUTEITHOTO
pasriex/iaHe Ha MOKJIOHHUYECKH MPAKTUKHU Ha XOpa OT Pa3IMyHU I€HOMUHALIUU
Ha TeputopusTa Ha M3paen, KbAETO CaKpaJHUTE MPOCTPAHCTBA HA Pa3IMYHU
PENUTUH YECTO CHBIAJAT, KOETO Ch3aBa YCIOBHS KAKTO 32 CIIOAEIISIHE Ha JAJE€HO
KyJITOBO MSICTO, Taka M 3a OCIOpBaHE Ha MpHUHAJJIeKHOCTTA My. LleHHu ca
cbOpaHUTE TEPEHHH MaTepuai 3a MOKJIOHHUYECKU MPAKTUKU U OTKPOCHUTE

CHCI_II/I(I)I/IKI/I B UBII'BJIIHABAHUTC OT €BPCU U MIOCIOJIMAHU PUTYAJIH. I[I/IaXpOHHOTO



MMpCACTaBsAHC HAa ITIOKJIOHHUYCCTBOTO JlaBa UJICA KAaKTO 3a IPUECMCTBCHOCTTA, TaKa

U 3a TpaHchopmanuaTa BbB GyHKIIMOHUPAHETO HA CBETUTE MECTA.

[IpeacraBenuTe MaTepuainu B MpoleAypaTa 3a IMMyOJMYHA 3alllMTa Ha
aucepTanmsTa Ha Tema ,, [ raditions and Practices Around the Tombs of the Just
from the Point of View of Judaism and Islam* oTroBapsiT Ha u3nckBaHusTa Ha
3PACPb wu mnpaBuIHULMATE 3a HErOBOTO NpPHIOKEHHE. W3I0KEeHOTO B
CTAHOBMIIIETO MM JlaBa OCHOBAaHHUE Jla TOJKpENs NPUCHKAAHETO Ha

oOpa3oBarenHaTa U HayyHa CTENeH ,,JOKTop* Ha Moxamma Pokapa.

28 aBryct 2022 r.
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OPINION
by Assoc. Prof. Dr. Evgenia Troeva (IEFSEM-BAS),

member of the scientific jury in the procedure for public defense of the
dissertation work of Mohammad Fogara, PhD student at the Neophyt Rilski

University,

on ,Traditions and Practices Around the Tombs of the Just from the Point of

View of Judaism and Islam°,
for the acquisition award of the educational and scientific degree ,Doctor*
in the professional area 2.1. Philology,

scientific specialty ,Folklore and Ethnology*

Mohammad Fogara's dissertation is devoted to practices that take place at the
tombs of the Just from the perspective of Judaism and Islam. The topic falls
within the broad field of anthropology of religion and religiosity, the main
purpose of the research being to compare the pilgrimage practices of Muslims
and Jews, as well as to study holy places that attract pilgrims from different

religions and are a kind of centers of religious interaction.

The dissertation work is structured in an introduction, three chapters,
conclusion, bibliography, appendices and covers 177 pages. In the text, M.
Fogara uses a variety of sources on the topic (scientific research, normative
documents, archival data, religious texts), presenting also personally collected
field material about the practices carried out at the tombs, as well as about the
attitude towards visiting holy places by representatives of other religious
communities. The PhD student conducted observations and surveys with pilgrims

visiting tombs of the Just in Israel, associated with Judaism (tombs of Rabbi



Shimon Bar-Yochai, Baba Sali, Meir Baal HaNes) and Islam (tombs of Shmuel
the Prophet, Shehab EI-Din, Rachel).

In the introduction to the work, M. Fogara examines the place of religion
and pilgrimage in the contemporary world and their interpretation in the
paradigms of (de)secularization, modernization, globalization, religious
(in)tolerance. In the first chapter, The Tomb as a Sacred Place, the author presents
the concepts of holiness and the types of holy places according to Judaism and
Islam, as well as the motivations for the pilgrimages. Here the author discusses
concepts of justness, the development of the cult to the burial place of the Just,
differences between normative vs practiced religion, manifestations of

heterodoxy.

The second chapter presents rituals performed at the graves of the Just in
the Jewish and Muslim traditions. The author comments on the pilgrimage to holy
places, as well as on different interpretations of this tradition in the two religious
systems and according to their different sets. The rituals performed are examined
In a historical aspect, noting the process of religious conversion of some of the
revered graves (from Muslim to Jewish places of worship), as well as the role of

the Jewish diaspora in pilgrimages to Israel.

The PhD student found a great similarity in the practices performed at the
tombs by Muslims and Jews. The comparison between the rites of Jews and
Muslims is contributory, M. Fogara found some differences in pilgrimages —
according Muslims there was a seven-level hierarchy of sacred characters, while
in Judaism there is none; Jews don’t have an idea about descendants of sacred
personages; Muslims have sometimes several tombs of the same Just, among the
Jews such notion is unknown; the group of warrior saints characteristic of Muslim
beliefs is not present in Jewish ones. M. Fogara emphasized the fact that

historically Muslims venerate the tombs of Jewish saints, as well as the fact that



the political context in Israel favors pilgrimages to Jewish holy places, but leads

to the decline of some of the Muslim ones.

The third chapter is devoted to contemporary pilgrimage to the tombs of
the Just in Israel according to data from the research conducted by the PhD
student, presented also in tabular form. The survey shows that Muslims are more
likely to visit the tombs alone, while Jews are more inclined to family and group
pilgrimages. Muslims usually visit a tomb once a year, while Jews make
pilgrimages to more holy places. Common to both communities are the use of the
tomb as a place for unification, for meetings with friends, the use of the grave of
the Just as an intermediary between the faithful and the God. The differences were
more frequent among Muslims sleeping by the tomb, leaving written wishes,
bringing food and participating in mass healing ceremonies. The Jews, for their
part, perform the first haircut at the tomb, receive a blessing, acquire amulets,
portraits of rabbis. M. Fogara found that worshipers from both denominations

realize the similarities of their beliefs and practices.

In the Conclusion, M. Fogara summarizes the results of his research,
systematizing the main differences in the pilgrimage practices of Muslims and
Jews. The fact that Jews more often than Muslims visit tombs of the Just is
explained by the rise of pilgrimage in Israel in recent decades, as well as by the
better financial situation of Jews in the country. The author concludes that,
despite some differences, there is a great similarity in the religious practices
performed at the tombs of the Just by Muslims and Jews, especially the ,Eastern
Jews®. The PhD student comments on the development of Eastern Judaism in the
context of Muslim political dominance and the existence of a number of points
of contact and interactions between Judaism and Islam. The primary social
function of pilgrimage in both denominations is to maintain a sense of community

and belonging.



| would suggest to the PhD student to move the examples of pilgrimage
practices from the conclusion to the second chapter. Consideration of pilgrimage
in the institutionalized—popular religion dichotomy may also be reconsidered as
these concepts conceptualize different, but not opposite, modes of religious
expression. Continuing research on the topic in the future with the application of
qualitative methods (interviews with respondents) would provide a richer and

more nuanced picture of pilgrim attitudes and practices.

The presented dissertation contributes to a better understanding of
pilgrimage, a phenomenon with a long history and established positions in the
contemporary era. The contribution of the monograph is the comparative
examination of pilgrimage practices of people of different denominations in the
territory of Israel, where the sacred spaces of different religions often coincide,
which creates conditions both for sharing a cultic place and for contesting its
belonging. The collected field materials on pilgrimage practices and the
highlighted specifics in the rituals performed by Jews and Muslims are valuable.
The diachronic representation of pilgrimage gives the idea both about continuity

and transformation in the functioning of holy places.

The materials presented in the procedure for the public defense of the
dissertation on the topic ,Traditions and Practices Around the Tombs of the Just
from the Point of View of Judaism and Islam‘ meet the requirements of the Law
and the regulations for its application. What is set out in the opinion gives me
reason to support the awarding of the educational and scientific degree ,Doctor*

to Mohammad Fogara.

August 28, 2022 %

Sofia Assoc. Prof. Dr. Evgenia Troeva






