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3A NMPUCBHKOAHE HA OBPA3OBATE/IHATA U HAYYHA CTEMEH ,JOKTOP“ NO NPO®ECMOHA/IHO HAMPABNEHUE
3.1 COUMON0InA, AHTPOMOIOTNA N HAYKU 3A KYNTTYPATA

OuncepTauMoHHMAT Tpya Ha Hatanuna NeoprmeBa ce cbCTOM OT YBOA, U3NOXKEHWE B TPU
rnaBu, 3akK/OYeHWe, AOMbAHUTENHM cnucbun (3 Oposi — Ha WM3MNOJI3BAHU CbKPALLEHMS,
M3No/s3BaHa JnTepaTypa, aBTOPCKM nybavKkaumMm no TemaTta) M npunoxeHus (5 6pos).
OucepTtaumaTa e paspaboteHa B ob6em oT 225 cTpaHULM, OT KOUTO OCHOBHUAT TeKcT e 190
CTpaHuun. B TekcTa ca BKAtoYeHU 35 uBeTHW GUrypu, NOBEYETO OT KOMUTO OHarnegABalLm
pe3yntaTute OT NpPOBEAEHUTE OT aBTopa EeMNUPUYHU uscnegBaHuA. LntupaHute B
aucepTtaumata 6ubanorpadckm N3TouHMUM ca 060 159, oT KonTo 119 Ha 6barapcku esumk, 31
Ha aHIIMACKM €3UK U 9 Ha PYCKM e3uK. MNpuiokeHuaTa CbabpKaT U3N0/3BaHUTE OT aBTOPKaTa
N3CcNeaoBaTe/ICKU MHCTPYMEHTU — BbMPOCHUK 33 Ab/IDOYMHHO MHTEPBIO C YYMUTENU, aHKETHa
KapTa 3a poautenu, Tabnuua C OTrOBOpPUTE Ha eAMH BbMNPOC OT aHKeTHaTa KapaTta U ABa
MeXAyHapoaHW AOKYMEHTM BbB BPb3Ka C NpnobLyasa,oto obpasoBaHue.

Mybnnkaumnte Ha HaTanua Neoprmvesa no Temarta Ha gucepTtaymaTa ca 3, oT KomTo 2 ca
B cnucaHme Knowledge International Journal, 3a KoeTo ca nocoyeHu 6as3uTe AaHHU, B KOUTO €
pedepupaHo.

Bb3 ocHOBa Ha NpeacTaBeHOTO AOTYK MOMKE Aa Ce HanpaBM 3aK/IOYEHMETO, Ye
OVNCEPTALUMOHHMAT TPyA OTroBapa Ha ¢GOpmManHUTE M3UCKBAHMA MO OTHOLWIEHME Ha obem,
dopmar, CTpYKTypa 1 CTUA Ha nNpeacTaBeHnTe MHPopmMaLma U AaHHW.

AKTyanHOCT Ha npobaema u AcHoTa Ha popmynMpaHUTe U3cnen0BaTesCcKa Tesa,
uen, npeamer U 3agaum

CbrnacHo M3MCKBAHUATA, HA KOUTO TPsbBa Aa OTrOBOPM BCEKM AMCEPTALLMOHEH TPYA,
cnepBa fa ce U3TbKHE BAXKHOCTTA Ha TemaTa Ha AucepTaumsaTa, a UMeHHO NpuMobLLaBallLoTo
obpasoBaHue B bbarapus B KOHTEKCTA Ha NOCTUTHATUTE AOCera pesynTaT U pasKkpusawmre
ce npeausBMKaTencTBa. Temarta 3a npuobliaBawoTo obpa3oBaHMe OCTaBa aKTyasHa 3a
Bbarapus, He camo 3aLLL0TO, KaKTO 0T6ensA3Ba aBTOpKaTa NOC/ieAHNUTE NPOMEHM B Ta3n BPb3Ka
B CbOTBETHWUTE 3aKOHW N HOpMaTMBHaTa ypeaba ca ot 2020 roamHa (cTp. 25, ctp. 37 ot
AMcepTaumATa), HO U NopaAn XapaKTepHUA 3a cMcTemaTa Ha 0bpa3oBaHMETO CTpemeK, Aa
,Apnema npeamsBMKaTesICTBA U HENPEKBbCHATO TbPMM MPOMEHMU, KAaTO ce CTPeMU Aa paspeLuu
cbBpemMeHHUTe npobnemn B obnactra” (ctp. 18). KakTo cnpaBeanveo otbensassa Hatanua



feoprmeBa U KbM MOMEHTA ,KOHLENUMATa 3a npuobuiaBalloTo obpasoBaHne e egHa OT
BOAeWMTe naen B obnactta Ha 06pasoBaHNETO B CBETOBEH W HauWMoHaneH nnaH” (cTp. 18),
dopmynmpaHa 1 npueta KaTto Len 4 cpep, Llenute Ha xunagonetneto B MNporpamata Ha OOH
3a passuTthe o 2030 roguHa (cTp. 37).

B KOHTEKCTa Ha Ba*KHOCTTa M aKTyanHOCTTa Ha usbpaHaTa Tema, Hatanus leopruesa
ACHO dopmMynuMpa CBOATA M3CNen0BaTE/ICKA Te3a, KaTo CM NOCTaBA 3a Uen ,Aa aHanmMsupa
BNMAHMETO HA NpoLeca Ha NpuobLiaBaHe BbPXy KayecTBOTO Ha obpa3oBaHMeTo B bbarapma m
Aa Ce 04YepTaaT npeauM3BMKaTeNcTBaTa, Mpes KOUTO € wu3npaBeHa Obarapckata
obpasoBaTtenHaTta cuctema” (ctp.7). U3cnepoBaTenckute 3agaum, 06eKTbT U NPeaAMEeTbT Ha
OVNCEPTAUMOHHMA TPYA, KAKTO U OrpaHUYeHUATa Npen KOHKPETHOTO M3cnedBaHe CbLLO ca
OYepTaHM ACHO U TOYHO (cTp.8).

3a peanusauma Ha NOCTaBeHUTe aMOMLUMO3HM Lenn M 3agayvm Hatanua leopruesa
M3Noa3Ba efHa BreyaT/ABalLa MO CBOA 0bem M3cnepoBaTeNCKa Nporpama, BKAKOYBALLA
pa3Hoobpa3HM MeToaM U MHCTPYMEHTU. NOCTaBAMKN CM KaTo MeTo40/10rMyecka 3aga4a ga
CbyeTae TeopeTUYHMA noaxod KbM NpuobLLaBalloTo obpa3oBaHMe C pe3yntaTute oT
COBCTBEHM eMNUPUYHKM U3cnenBaHuAa, Hatanua leoprvuesBa niaHMpa, NpoBeXaa U ymesno
M3no0/13Ba B aHanun3a nHdbopmaumaAta ot 30 AbNOOUYMHHM MHTEPBIOTA C AelcTBaLM ObArapcKu
yYuTeNIN, NCUXON03U, PECYPCHU YUUTENN, NOTOMNEAMN B YYMAULLE U AAHHUTE OT KOJIMYECTBEHO
Hepenpe3eHTaTUBHO n3cnegBaHe cbC 150 poanTenn Ha y4eHuUm B ,HOpMa“, Ha y4eHULUM CbC
cneumanHn obpasoBaTenHM NOTPEOHOCTU, HA YYEHULUM B PUCK U HA YYEHUUM C XPOHUYHMU
3abonasaHua (Fnaea lll). U3cnepgoBaTenckata nporpama Ha aBTopKaTta ce A0Mb/Ba OT aHa/In3
Ha HOPMATUBHU AOKYMEHTU U AbprKaBHW 06pa3oBaTeIHN CTaHAAPTH, ONpeaenaLmM YCAOBUATA
M pefa 33 OCblLEeCTBABAHE Ha AeMHOCTUTe Ha npuobuaBawoTo obpasoBaHme B Bbarapus.
PesyntaTuTe OT TO3M aHann3 ca NpeacTaBeHn obcToliHo B [nasa ll.

CnepnoBaTteNiHO, MO OTHOLWEHME HA U3MCKBAHETO 3a aKTyaNHOCT Ha U3bpaHuMA GOKyC Ha
ANCEPTALMOHHMUA TPYA, KAaKTO M OTHOCHO ACHOTATa Ha popmynmpaHuTe Tesa, Len, Nnpeamer,
0b6eKT M 3agaunm ce Hanara u3BoAbT, 4ye Hartanua leoprveBa pa3bupa obuiecTBeHaTa
3HA4YMMOCT Ha NpunobuLaBaw,oTo o6pa3oBaHMe HA IN0BANHO M HALMOHANHO PABHULLE, YMENO
NMoCTaBA TemaTa B MepCrneKkTMBaTa Ha COLMONOIMATa U Npunara NpeumsHo U3caeaoBaTesIcCku
WHCTPYMEHTapMymM OT MONETO Ha COLMANHWUTE HAYKW, 33 A3 NOCTUTHE CBOW OPUTMHAMHU
pe3ynTatu. ABTOpKaTa NOKa3Ba CONMAHM 3HAHUA 3@ MOHATUA, AePUHULMM, MOAENN, CBBP3AHU
C pPa3BUTMETO Ha NpMOo6LLABaLLOTO 06pa3oBaHNE M 406pO NO3HABAHE Ha AaBTOPMU U KOHLLENUUM
B MCTOpMYECKA MEepPCrneKTUBa, KaKTO W Hal-CbBPEMEHHUTE HOPMATMBHU W aHANUTUYHU
noaxogu KbM Temata 3a ,06pa3oBaHMeTo 33 BcuYkKM“. Hatanua Meopruesa e ybeautenHa B
TEOPETUYHUA aHA/IN3, KAKTO U B UHTEPNpPeTaLMATa HAa CbbpaHWTE OT HEA EMMUPUYHU JaHHMU.

anHOCM no oTHOoWweHne Ha UHOBATUBHOCT, pa3wnpAaBaHe Ha CbLuecTByBaluTe
3HaHUA No npoGnema U Bb3MOXHOCTU 3a NPUIOXKEHNE B NPaAKTUKATA

B avcepTaumoHHUs Tpya Ha Hatanua MeoprveBa moraT Aa 6b4aT OTKPOEHU HAKONKO
MHOBATUBHM MPUHOCHK, a CbLLO M OpUrMHaNEeH NOAXOA, Pe3ynTaTh OT M3c/aedoBaTesickaTta i



paboTa M HENHW 3aK/YeHUsA, KOMTO [AONPUHACAT 33 pasliMpsABaHEe Ha CblUecTByBalliuTe
3HaHMA No BbMNpocKTe Ha NpuobLuasawoTo obpasoBaHue. Cpea Te3n NOCTUNKEHUA cieaBa Aa
ce oT/nyaT cnegHure:

1. Beye bewe nocoyeHo no-rope, ye Hatanus MeoprmeBa OTANMYHO NO3HaBa MAeATa,
TeopuATa M KoHUenuuuTe 3a npmMobuiasawloto obpasoBaHMe. Ha ocHoBaTa Ha TOBA NO3HaHKeE
M Ha 6a3a Ha aHa/M3a HA 3aKOHOAATE/NCTBOTO M HOpMaTMBHATa 6a3a 3a npuobuiasawioTo
obpasoBaHue B bbarapua Ta ycnaga Aa naeHTMduumMpa ocCHoOBHUTE GaKTOpU M NpeanoCcTaBKu
33 Herosma ycnex B yunauuiHa cpega (ctp. 181 u cnegawuTe). Ta oboraTaBa TO3M aHanuM3 ¢
pesyntatute OT CBOUTE EMMUPUYHW M3cnenBaHWA. Pe3yntatvTe Ha aBTOpPKaTa MOKa3BaT
HeobxogMMOCTTa OT 0BOy4YeHUs Ha yuyuTennTe U negarormyeckuTe cneumanuctun, paborta wm
AENHOCTM C poaUTENNTE W CeMencTBaTa Ha Aeuata U ydyeHuuute, obydyaBalm ce B
obpasoBaTe/siHUTE WMHCTUTYUMM U obe3neyaBaHe Ha ob6pas3oBaTenHaTta CUCTEMA CbC
cneumannctm, Heobxoanumm 3a NogKpena Ha yuynTenute, y4eHUUUTE U poaUTENUTe 3a No-
BK/1H0YBALLLO 06pa3oBaHue B bbarapua, HO Te CbLUO Taka MAEHTUIMUMPAT HyXKaaTa OT NoBeye
emMnaTtus, npMemaHe, nogkpena n obuy Kbm geuaTta C HyXAu U cneumanHm obpasoBaTenHn
notpebHoctn (dur. 17 Ha cTp. 185). CoumonormyeckoTo nNpoyysaHe Ha aBTOpKaTa No3Bo/sBa
TBbpAe POPMANHMAT CNUCBK C GAKTOPU KATO MaTepuanHO-TeEXHMYEeCKa obe3neyeHocT,
npodecnoHanHO-KBaANDUKALMOHHN 3HAHUA U YMEHUA HA Y4YUTEeNUTe M neparornyeckute
cneumannctm u apyrm nogobHu, ga ce oboratm Ypes rnegHaTa To4Ka Ha PecnoHAeHTUTe, T.e.
Aa ce NPUNoXu noaxon, ,,otaony Harope” (bottom up approach). Ee3s aBTopkaTa Aa e ussena
TOBa EKCNINLMTHO, pe3ynTaTuTe 1 NOKa3BaT, Ye B HbArapCcKoTo yYMAULLE BCE OLLLE HAN-roNam
AedunumT octaBa Bb3MOXKHOCTTA 33 Cb3ZaBaHe Ha cpeZa C NoBeye eMnaTma, noaxkpena n obuy
KbM pasnnyHUTE.

2. B cblumMA KOHTEKCT cneaBa Aa ce pasraexja aHanaumsmpaHata ot Hatanua Meopruesa
B3aMMOBpPb3Ka MeXKAy KayecTBOTO Ha o06pa3oBaHMETOo B ObArapckuMte yuyuauwa U
npuobuasaw,oTo obpasosaHne. Ob6ocHOBaBa ce HEOHXOAMMOCTTA OT YCbBbPLUEHCTBAHE U
MmozepHM3npaHe Ha obpasoBaTesnHaTa CMCTEMA, OCUIypsABaHe Ha nosevye ,nNpuobuiasalum
yunTenm”, cnocobHM Ha emnaTMa U NoAKpPena M NoCTMraHe Ha Mb/iHA PAaBHOMOCTABEHOCT HA
yyeHunumute. PasrnepgaHute ot HaTanua leopruesa npodun u pons Ha ,npuobliaBawims
yunten“ npes npuamata Ha AObprKaBHMA obpas3oBaTeneH CTaHAapT 3a npuobuwaBawoTo
obpasosaHue B [naBa ll, buBaT 4ONBAHEHM OT EMNUPUYHUTE PE3YATATH, KOUTO CBUAETENCTBAT
33 HY)K4aTa OT AONMbAHUTENHU YMEHUA U HABMUM HA TE3M CNELMaANUCTM U ca UgeHTUdNLMpaHu
OT PecnoHAeHTHUTE.

3. NMpoBeaeHUTEe COOBCTBEHM EMMNUPUYHU M3CNenBaHUA — AbAOOYNHHM MHTEpPBIOTA C
yuyuTeNM U APYyrM neparornyeckn Cneumanmnctm M KOJMYECTBEHO W3cCneaBaHe cpen
poauTenuTe Ha Aeuarta U yyeHuumMTe OT Pas/IMyHMU KaTeropum (geua B ,,HOpma“, aeua B pucK,
Aela cbC cneunanHmn obpasosBaTesiHM NOTPEOHOCTU U Ap.) - € HAN-3HAYMMOTO NOCTUNKEHMNE HA
aBTOpPKAaTa. AHA/NM3MPAHM Ca OCHOBHUTE QaKTOpM, Bb3NPENATCTBAWM MpoLeca Ha
npuobuwaBaHe B bbarapus. 3aabnboyeHo ce nscneasat epeKkTuTe oT CbBMECTHOTO 0by4yeHue
Ha yY4eHUUM B ,HOPMa“ 1 C pa3nnyma. AHanM3MpaT ce n pesyntatuTe oT NnpuobLLaBaHeTo Npwm
0obyyeHne oT pascTosHMe B efleKTpoHHa cpeaa (OPEC) B ycnhoBusaTa Ha naHaemuma ot COVID —



19. B Tnaea Il obcTtoMHO W npernegHo (c rpadukm mn durypu) ca npeacrtaBeHn W
WNHTEPNPETUPAHM MHOMKECTBO AaHHW, NO3BONSABALLM MHTEPECHW M3BOAM W 3aKIHOYEHUA.
Ba)keH M3BOA Ha aBTOpKaTa e, Yye gepuHunuMATa Ha Npuobuiasaw,oto obpasoBaHMe He e
AOCTaTbyHa, 33 Aa Ce OTroBOPWM afeKBAaTHO Ha HyXauTe M noTpebHocTUTe Ha Aeuata U
YYEHULMTE C PAa3/IMYMA B UHAMBUAYANHUTE Bb3MOXKHOCTU U HapyLIEHWUS B Pa3BUTUETO.

4. BaxeH npuHoc Ha Hatanua leoprneBa e npuaaraHeTo Ha HeilHaTa o6WMPHA
n3cnepoBaTesiCka NPorpama, ¢ KoATO TS YCMABA Aa M3roTBM aHaM3 Ha KOHKPETHO yyuauue
no metoaa ,case study” (uscnegsaHe Ha cnydait). ABTOPbT MMa Bb3MOMKHOCT @ KOMBUHMPaA
HAKONIKO U3CNeA0BaATENICKM MHCTPYMEHTA; MMa U NPEKN HabatoaeHMa, NO3HaBa yYnamLHaTa
cpena U KOHKPETHUTE NOCTUMKEHUA B NPUAAraHe Ha yYuauLWHM NOAUTUKM 33 NpuobliaBaHe,
BOAELWM A0 NOBMLWABaHe Ha KayecTBOTO Ha 06pa3oBaHMETO M ycnelwHaTa coumManm3auma Ha
BCMYKM Y4acTHUUM B obpa3oBaTenHus npouec. MHOBaTUMBHO e NpeanoXeHneTo 3a 06MeH Ha
[06pU NPaKTUKM Mexay o06pa3oBaTeNHUTE WMHCTUTYUMKM, HEeobXoAMMOCTTAa 3a KOMUTO e
0b0CHOBaAHa 4Ype3 KOHKPETHOTO M3c/eABaHe Ha cayyan. 3aab/ibo4eHOTO COLMOJIOTMYECKO
n3cneABaHe Ha KOHKPETHW NpPaKTMKM Ha npuaaraHe Ha npuobuiasBaloto obpasoBaHue B
YYMNMLA U OETCKM rpaanHKM (a He B LEHTpPOBe 3a crneumanHa obpasoBaTenHa noakpena m
APYTY U3BBHYYNAULHM GopmM) BU MOT/I0 Aa HAMepPU NPUNONKEHME B MPaKTUKaTa Ha Npumepa
Ha paboTaTa Ha Hatanua leopruesBa M Aa NOCAYXKM 33 GOPMYNMPAHETO HA KOHKPETHU M
6a3npaHn Ha AaHHU, NPENOPBKM U YNPABIEHCKU PeLIEHMA.

3aknoueHue

Ha ocHoBaTa Ha BCMYKO NOCOYEHO MO-rope U Npeasna 3bpoeHnTe Hay4YHU NPUHOCH,
cumtam, Ye pabotaTa Ha HaTanma leoprmeBa HagxBbpaAa U3MCKBAHMATA 3@ NPUCHKAAHE Ha
Hay4yHaTa cTeneH ,A0KTop”. B AucepTauMoOHHUS CUM TPy, TA AEMOHCTPMPA MHOIO BUCOK
n3cnenoBaTeNICKM KanauuteT. Ha ocHOBaTa Ha NpoBeAeHUTe MU3cneaBaHMa, KOUTo opopmAT
LUANOCTHA nNporpama W NO3BOAABAT MNPOydYBaHE Ha KOHKPETEH Cc/y4vald, ca HanpaBeHu
OPUIMHANHU NPUHOCU. Te UMAT BAXXHO HAYYHO-TEOPETUYHO U MPUIONKHO 3HAYeHMe 3a
n3cnenoBaTesiCKMTe BbMNPOCK, CBbP3aHM ¢ NpnobuiaBaloTo obpasoBaHue B bbarapus.

Mpegnaram Ha yBaxaemoTo HayyHO Xypu ga npucbau Ha Hatanma leopruesa
HayyHaTa cTeneH ,A0KTop” no npodecuoHanHo HanpasnenHne 3.1. Couwnonorus,
QHTPOMO/IONMA N HAaYKM 3a KyATypaTa.

30.11.2022 . TTOANMMC ettt

(dou,. a-p PymaHa Kenesa)



OPINION
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on topic
INCLUSIVE EDUCATION IN BULGARIA: RESULTS AND CHALLENGES

FOR THE AWARD OF THE EDUCATIONAL AND SCIENTIFIC DEGREE "DOCTOR" IN A PROFESSIONAL FIELD
3.1 SOCIOLOGY, ANTHROPOLOGY AND CULTURAL SCIENCES

The dissertation paper of Nataliya Georgieva consists of an introduction, an exposé in three
chapters, a conclusion, additional lists (3 items - of used abbreviations, used literature, author's
publications on the topic) and appendices (5 items). The dissertation is developed in a volume of 225
pages, of which the main text is 190 pages. The text includes 35 colored figures, most of which illustrate
the results of the author's empirical research. The bibliographical sources cited in the dissertation are
a total of 159, of which 119 are in Bulgarian, 31 in English and 9 in Russian. The appendices contain the
research tools used by the author - a questionnaire for an in-depth interview with teachers, a
guestionnaire for parents, a table with the answers to one question from the questionnaire and two
international documents related to inclusive education.

Nataliya Georgieva has 3 publications on the subject of the dissertation, 2 of which are in the
Knowledge International Journal, for which the referenced databases are indicated.

Based on what has been presented so far, it can be concluded that the dissertation meets the
formal requirements in terms of volume, format, structure and style of the information and data
presented.

Relevance of the problem and clarity of the formulated research thesis, objective, subject
and tasks

According to the requirements that each dissertation work must meet, the importance of the
topic of the dissertation, namely inclusive education in Bulgaria, in the context of the results achieved
so far and the emerging challenges, should be highlighted. The topic of inclusive education remains
relevant for Bulgaria, not only because, as the author notes, the latest changes in the relevant laws
and regulations are from 2020 (p. 25, p. 37 of the dissertation), but also because of the characteristic
of the system of education aspires to "accept challenges and constantly endure change, seeking to
solve contemporary problems in the field" (p. 18). As Nataliya Georgieva rightly points out, even at the
moment "the concept of inclusive education is one of the leading ideas in the field of education globally
and nationally" (p. 18), formulated and accepted as Goal 4 among the Millennium Goals in the United
Nations Development Program by 2030 (p. 37).

In the context of the importance and topicality of the chosen topic, Natalia Georgieva clearly
formulated her research thesis, setting herself the goal "to analyze the impact of the inclusion process
on the quality of education in Bulgaria and to outline the challenges faced by the Bulgarian education
system " (p. 7). The research tasks, the object and the subject of the dissertation work, as well as the
limitations of her study are also outlined clearly and precisely (p.8).

To conduct the set ambitious goals and tasks, Nataliya Georgieva uses an impressive research
programme, including a variety of methods and tools. Setting herself the methodological task of
combining the theoretical approach to inclusive education with the results of her own empirical
research, Nataliya Georgieva planned, conducted and skillfully used in the analysis the information
from 30 in-depth interviews with active Bulgarian teachers, psychologists, resource teachers, speech



therapists at school and the data from quantitative non-representative study with 150 parents of
"normal” students, students with special educational needs, students at risk and students with chronic
diseases (Chapter Ill). The author's research programme is complemented by an analysis of normative
documents and state educational standards, defining the conditions and order for the implementation
of the activities of inclusive education in Bulgaria. The results of this analysis are presented in detail in
Chapter Il

Hence, regarding the requirement for the relevance of the chosen focus of the dissertation, as
well as in relation to the clarity of the formulated thesis, aim, subject, object and tasks, it could be
concluded that Nataliya Georgieva understands the social significance of inclusive education at the
global and national level, skillfully puts the subject in the perspective of sociology and applies precise
research tools from the field of social sciences to achieve her original results. The author shows a solid
knowledge of terms, definitions, models related to the development of inclusive education and a good
knowledge of scientists and concepts in a historical perspective, as well as the most current normative
and analytical approaches to the topic of "education for all". Natalia Georgieva is convincing in the
theoretical analysis as well as in the interpretation of the empirical data collected by her.

Contributions in terms of innovation, expansion of existing knowledge and opportunities for
application in practice

In the dissertation of Natalia Georgieva several innovative contributions can be highlighted, as
well as an original approach, some results of her research work and particular conclusions can
contribute to the expansion of existing knowledge on inclusive education. Among these achievements,
the following should be specified:

1. It has already been stated above that Natalia Georgieva knows the idea, theory and concepts
of inclusive education very well. On the basis of this knowledge and using the analysis of the legislation
and the normative framework for inclusive education in Bulgaria, she managed to identify the main
factors and prerequisites for its success in a school environment (p. 181 ff). She enriches this analysis
with the results of her empirical research. The author's results show the need for training teachers and
pedagogical specialists, work and activities with parents and families of children and students studying
in educational institutions and providing the educational system with specialists necessary to support
teachers, students and parents for more inclusive education in Bulgaria. But they also identify the need
for more empathy, acceptance, support and love for children with needs and special educational needs
(Chart 17 on page 185). The author’s own sociological research allows the too formal list of factors
such as material and technical provision, professional-qualification knowledge and skills of teachers
and pedagogical specialists, etc. to be enriched through the point of view of the respondents, i.e. to
implement a “bottom up” approach. Without the author having brought this out explicitly, her results
show that in the Bulgarian school, the biggest deficit still remains the possibility of creating an
environment with more empathy, support and love for the different.

2. In the same context, the interrelation between the quality of education in Bulgarian schools
and inclusive education analyzed by Natalia Georgieva should be considered. The need to improve and
modernize the education system, provide more "inclusive teachers" capable of empathy and support,
and achieve full equality of students is justified. The profile and role of the "inclusive teacher"
examined by Nataliya Georgieva through the prism of the state educational standard for inclusive
education in Chapter Il, are complemented by the empirical results that testify to the need for
additional skills and habits of these specialists being identified by the respondents.

3. The conducted own empirical research - in-depth interviews with teachers and other
pedagogical specialists and quantitative research among the children's parents from different
categories (children in the "norm", children at risk, children with special educational needs, etc.) - is



the most significant achievement of the author. The main factors hindering the process of inclusion in
Bulgaria are analyzed. The effects of educating together the so called "norm" and different students
are thoroughly explored. The results of implementing the distance learning during the COVID-19
pandemic are also analyzed. In Chapter Ill, numerous data are presented, interpreted in detail and
highlighted with charts and figures, allowing interesting conclusions. An important author’s conclusion
is that the definition of inclusive education is not sufficient to adequately meet the needs and
requirements of children and students with differences in individual abilities and for those with
development disorders.

4. An important contribution of Natalia Georgieva is the application of her extensive research
programme to prepare an analysis of a specific school using the "case study" method. The author has
the opportunity to combine several research tools; she also has direct observations, knows the school
environment and the specific achievements in implementing school policies for inclusion, leading to
an increase in the quality of education and the successful socialization of all students. The proposal for
the exchange of good practices between educational institutions is innovative, the need for which is
outlined through the specific case study. The in-depth sociological study of specific practices of
implementing inclusive education in schools and kindergartens (rather than in centers for special
educational support and other extracurricular forms) could find application in the practice based on
the example of Natalia Georgieva's work and serve for the formulation of specific and data-driven
recommendations and decisions.

Conclusion

On the basis of everything stated above and considering the listed scientific achievements, |
believe that Natalia Georgieva's work exceeds the requirements for awarding the scientific degree
"doctor". In her dissertation, she demonstrated a very high research capacity. Original contributions
have been made on the basis of the research conducted, which forms an overall programme and allows
for a specific case study. They may have important scientific theoretical and applied significance for
future research of inclusive education in Bulgaria.

Hence, | strongly propose to the honorable Scientific Jury to award Nataliya Georgieva the
scientific degree "doctor" in professional field 3.1. Sociology, anthropology and cultural sciences.

30.11.2022 e et
Associated Professor Rumiana Jeleva



