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“@OunocoCcKu U MOTUTHUECKH HAYKH

Tema Ha AUCEpTALIMOHHUS TPY/I:
»ITOJIUTUKHA 3A U3I'PAXKIAHE U ITPOLUECU HA JECTPYKIUA
HA JBbPXXABHOCTTA B BOCHA U XEPLUEI'OB1HA CJIEJ
JTEUTBHCKOTO CIIOPASYMEHUE OT 1995 TOJJMHA*

OcHoBaHue 32 IPE/ICTaBAHE HA PELICH3USTA — YYaCTHUE B ChbCTaBa HA HAYYHO
XKypH omnpeziesieHo che 3anoBen Ha Pektopa Ha FO3Y “Heodut Puncku™

Ne 2800 ot 21.12.2022 r.

1. AKTyaJIHOCT ¥ 3HAYUMOCT HA pa3padoTBaHMs HAy4YeH MPodJieM

CooOutusita B bocHa u XepueropuHa Tmpe3 TMOCIAEAHUTE MeECEIU
KaTErOpUYHO ITOTBBPKIABAT HApacTBallaTa AKTYaJIHOCT M 3HAYMMOCT Ha
TeMaTa Ha JUCEpPTAllMOHHUS Tpyd Ha  AJsekcaHapa ATaHacoBa.
WN3cnenBanuaT mnpoOieM uMa IIPOCKIMM HE caMO0 KbM BBTpEIIHATA

CTaOMJIHOCT Ha CTpaHaTa, HO M KbM CUTYPHOCTTa Ha 3amanHurte bankanwu,



eBpoleiickaTa M MEXAyHapoJHaTta cuUrypHoct. HeroBoto pasButue u
CIICHApUU 3a pa3pelaBaHe He Orxa MOTJHM J1a ObJaT MPOTHO3UPaHH, 0e3 Ja ce
OTYUTAT HMHTEPEPECUTE HA PEJICBAHTHUTE DPETUOHATHU U MEXAYHapOIHU
urpaun — XbepBartusa, Cepous, Typuus, Pycus, EBponelicku cbro3.

[Tornennatu npe3 BbTpELIHATA IPU3MA, CJIE] TOBEYE OT JIBE U MOJIOBHUHA
neceTwneTuss OoT JIeMTBHCKOTO cHopa3yMeHHe, NpeAn3BHKaTelcTBara (Ha
MEXIYETHUYECKUTE OTHOLIEHUS, Ha (PYHKIMOHHUPAHETO HA MOJUTUYECKHUS
IpoIIec), MpeJ] CUTYPHOCTTa Ha CTpaHaTa ca KaTo 4e JIM MOBeYe W OIle MO-
CEpPHO3HH, OTKOJIKOTO B HAYaJIOTO.

B TO3M CiOXe€H BBTPEIIHOMOIUTHYECKH U T€OMOIUTHYECKH KOHTEKCT,
pa3paboOTBAaHETO HAa OCHOBHUSI M3CIIEJOBATEICKU MPOOJEM B OLIEHsSBaHAaTa
paboTa € cepro3HO MPEIMU3BUKATENICTBO M IMOKa3aTesl 3a HayyHaTa aMOMIIMS
Ha JOKTOpaHTKaTa. Bennara mckam na ortOenexa, 4ye TS c€ € cClpaBuia
YCHEIIHO, KaTO HE CaMO € HalpaBWJIa KPUTHYEH aHAJIN3 HAa ChIIECTBYBAIIUTE
B akaJeMHUYyHaTa JIuTepaTypa M MOJUTHYECKUTE IJOKYMEHTH TE€3H, HO €
IpEeJIOKUIa U CBOUTE MOJUTUYECKH MPENOPbKU 3a €()EKTHUBHO pa3BUTHE U
NpeoJoNIIBaHE Ha WACHTU(PUIUpPAHUTE OT Hes MnpodiieMHH cdepu Ha
(GyHKIIMOHMpaHe Ha MOJIMTUYECcKaTa CUCTEMa Ha CTpaHara.

Eto 3amo, Temara Ha JOKTOpcKa paboTra Ha AJekcaHapa ATaHacoBa
0€3CIOpHO € HE CaMO M3KJIIOYUTENHO aKTyallHa, HO U C MOTEHIMA 32 BUCOKA
KAKTO TEOPETHUYHA, Taka M IPAKTHYECKa CTOWHOCT M 3HAYUMOCT, KOHUTO
yOenuTenHo ca 000CHOBAHM OT AOKTOpPAHTKATA.

2. OneHKa HA HAYYHHUTE Pe3yJITATH

[IpeacTaBeHUAT AUCEPTALMOHEH TPYH € 3aBbpPUIEHO, CAMOCTOSITEIHO
MPOBEICHO HAYYHO M3CJIEABAaHE, KOETO MMa CII0)KEH WHTEPAUCLMUILUIMHAPEH
XapaxkTep.

bubmorpadckusar cnuchk BritouBa 148 3armasusi, oT kouto 101 Ha
JaTUHULA (QHTJIUHACKH, CPBOCKH, XBPBATCKM W OOUIHSIIKKA €3uK) U 47 Ha

ObaTapcku e€3uK. Te ca peaJlHo0 M3MOJ3BaHUM U IUTHUPAHH B TEKCTa Ha



JACEPTALMATA, KOETO 1aBa Bb3MOYKHOCT J1a C€ OTJIWYUA aBTOPOBUS MPUHOC I10
TeMara.

PaGorata e MHoOro no0pe koHuentyanusupana. OOEKTHT Ha
M3CJIEBAHETO U MPEAMETHT HA ISUIOCTHUS AHAJIU3 B JUCEPTALMOHHUS TPY.
ca KOPEKTHO Je(pUHUPAHU U ca MPSIKO U HEMOCPEJICTBEHO CBBP3aHU C IIEJITa
Ha HAYYHOTO ThPCEHE — “Upe3 Mperje] Ha UCTOPUUYECKUTE IPUUMHU U aHAIU3
Ha aKTyaJlHaTa oOcTaHOBKAa B bocHa m XepiieroBuna aa ObAaT ONpeeicHN U
YCTAHOBEHU KOHKPETHHUTE MPOLIECH, TOBEIU O HACTOSIIMS MOJUTHYECKU U
oOlllecTBEH TaT, C Hea Ja ObJaT pas3riie/laHd OMIUUTE 3a TMOTEHIIUATHO
MpEMUHABAHE OTBBJl HAJIOXKHUJIOTO CE€ CTAaTyKBO, M Ja ObJIAT MpEICTaBEHU
ObJen BapuaHTH 3a pas3BuTHe”. T yOEAUTENHO € TOCTUTHATa 4Ype3
MOCJIE0BATEIHOTO U B ITBJIEH 00E€M pellaBaHe Ha MPEAMETHO JepuHUpaHuTe
YETUPU OCHOBHU H3CIIEIOBATEJICKA 3aJadyd. 3a TOBa ca JONPUHECIH U
aJIcKBaTHO MOAOpaHUTE, pa3HOOOpa3HU U3CIIEAOBATEICKU METOAM U MTOIAXO/IH,
BKJIFOUMTEITHO MHTEPBIOMPAHE HA EKCIIEPTH.

N3noxxeHneTo € OpraHu3vpaHo B YETHUPHU TJIABM U B PAMKHUTE Ha
3aaJICHUTE OTPAHUYEHUS IPEACTABS ITBJIHOLICHHO Pa3BUTHE HA TEMaTa.

Bucoko MOJOXHUTENHO OLEHSBAM CTPYKTYpPHUPAHETO HA HWCTOPUKO-
MOJUTUYECKUTE MPEANOCTABKH 332 ChBPEMEHHUTE JIMHUU HA Pa3/IClICHHE B
oOIlIeCTBOTO U JbprKaBaTa, U3BEJACHU Ha 0a3aTa HA JEMOHCTPUPAHO MHOTO
no0po TMo3HaBaHE H pa3OupaHe HA TMOJUTHYECKUTE M COIMOKYJITYPHH
MPOLIECH TIPE3 BEKOBETE HA TEPUTOPHUATA HA AHEIIHA bocHa n XeplerosuHa.

CrnenuanHo oTOens3BaM yOCIUTEIIHOTO apryMEHTHpPAHE Ha Te3ara, 4e
JIeHTHHCKOTO CIIOpa3syMEHHE € MPEANocTaBKa M (HakTop 3a KOHCTUTYUPAHETO
Ha HeedeKTUBHA MOJIUTHYECKA CHUCTEMA, YUeTO (DYHKIIMOHUpAHE HE caMO He
ChJACHCTBA 32 MPEKPATSIBAHE HAa MEXIYETHUYECKOTO pa3/ieJICHUE B CTpaHAaTa,
HO J]a)Ke MoJinoMara To31 Mmporiec.

Kato nmocroiiHcTBO Ha paboTata ompeaessiM UICHTHU(PHUIIUPAHETO U

HallpaBCHaTa TAKCOHOMHA Ha OCHOBHHTC pPa3jiM4dHsad BBB BU3HMHUTC HA TPHUTC



E€THUYECKH OOIHOCTH IO HACTOSIIETO YCTPOWMCTBO U Objemero Ha bocHa u
XepueropruHa.

Bucoko oleHsiBaM KOMIIETEHTHUSI aHAjJu3 HAa TEONOJIUTHUYECKUTE
MO3UIIMY Y HAMPABCHHUTE OIEHKH Ha BIMSHETO HA MEXKIYHAPOIHU (HaKTOPH -
Pycus, Cowpbus, Typums, nabpxkaBu otr [lepcuiickus 3aquB BBPXY
BBTPELIHOMOJIUTHYECKHUS Mpolec B bocHa n Xepleropuxa.

[TocTkeHre Ha JOKTOpaHTKAaTa € TEHEPUPAHETO HAa Bb3MOXKHU
CIIEHApUHM HAa Pa3BUTHETO Ha Kpu3aTa Ha (PYHKIMOHUPAHETO Ha IbprKaBara
bocha wu XepreroBuHa B KOHTEKCTa Ha aKTyajHAaTa pPErMOHAIIHA U
MEXIYHApOIHA CPeJa 32 CUTYPHOCT.

CnennanHo orOensi3BaM  MHOTO  BHCOKHSI  ITPAKTUKO-TIPHIIOKEH
MOoTEeHIUANI Ha (OPMYJIUPAHUTE 4 TTOJIUTUYECKU MPEIJIOKEHUS 3 CTPYKTYPHU
pedopmu, KOUTO OCBEH TOBA Ca M MPEIMETHO Pa3MUCaHU KaTO ChIbP:KAHUE:
1) u3uuctBaHe Ha  OOBpKBaIlaTa KOMOWHAIMA MEXAYy MNpPUHIUIIA 3a
CHOJIENIIHE HAa BJACTTA U €JIEMEHTUTE Ha €eTHUYEeCKU (deaepainsbm; 2)
KOpurupaHe Ha OajmaHca MEXJy WHAMBUAYaTHU W TPYIOBU TMpaBa; 3)
e(DeKTUBHO TEPUTOPUATIHO ympaBjieHue;, 4) NpoMsHa Ha wu30upaTeIHaTa
cuctema; 5) mpu peBu3usa Ha J[EUTHHCKOTO cropa3yMeHue, eBporeiickara
WHTETrpalns CIICIMAIIHO 1a OBbJIe 3aIMcaHa KaTo el Ipe1 IbpKaBara.

CnonensM MHOTOCTpaHHO OOOCHOBaHaTa aBTOpOBa Te3a - ,,IMarHo3a‘
Ha ChbBPEMEHHOTO CHCTOSIHUE Ha JbpkaBara bocHa m XepleroBuHa KaTo
OJIOKMpaHa JbpXKaBa C HEICHO ObJelie, KBIASTO BCAKAa MOTCHI[MATHA
TpaHcopMals U pazMpassBaHe Ha CTATYKBOTO € HECUTYPHO.

@opMyNMpaHUTE OCHOBHM TE€3W B  U3CIEABAHETO, KAKTO U
MOJAKPETISIINUTE ™™ apryMEeHTH, yOeAUTEITHO MOTBBPXKIABAT
M3CJIeIoBaTeNICKaTa XUIOTe3a.

3. OueHka HA NIPUHOCHUTE B TUCEPTALUOHHUSA TPYX

[TocTwkenusita B JOKTOpckaTta cu pabora Anekcanapa ATtaHacoBa

0606H13Ba KaTo IICT IIPpHUHOCA. HpI/IeMaM CaMOOIICHKAaTa Ha JOKTOpPAaHTKaTa,



KaTo HaMupaM, Y€ T€ ca KOPEKTHO (opMyIupaHu W OTpa3siBaT peaHo
MOCTUTHATH Hay4yHu pe3ynraTtd. KbM Mo-3HaUMMUTE, 3apajd TAXHATa
MOJIE3HOCT U Bb3MOXHA MPAKTUYECKATA MPUIIOKUMOCT, OTHACSM:

o HampaBenata TakCOHOMHUSI HAa  HETaTUBHUTE €(QEKTH, OT
€THUYECKOTO PAa3JICJICHHE NpPU MOJUTHYECKUTE MAPTHUM W ETHU3ALUATA B
ynpaBieHueTo Ha bocHa u XepleroBwHa, BbPXY HEMHOTO COIMATHO U
MKOHOMHYECKO Pa3BUTHE.

o @opMylMpaHUTE MOJUTHUYECKM TMPEHOPbKH 332  KPUTHYHO
HeoOXoauMHuTe pePopMU Ha TOJUTMYECKaTa cucremMa Ha bocHa wu
XepleroBpuHa.

O AHamM3bBT M OLEHKaTa Ha BB3ACHCTBHETO HA aKTyallHAaTa
MEXKJIYHApPOJIHA Cpella 3a CUTYPHOCT M TEOMOJUTHYECKU PEATHOCTH BBHPXY
BBTPELIHOMOJIUTHYECKUTE Mpoliecu B bocHa n XeplieropuHa.

o [T'enepupanero Ha ObAelM BapuaHTU 3a pa3BUTHE Ha bocHa u
XeplieroBrHa 1 Ha OMIUU 3a MOTECHIIMAIHO MPEMUHABAHE OTBB/ HAIOKHUIIOTO
Ce€ CTaTyKBO B JbprKaBaTa.

ABTOpedepaThbT KOPEKTHO W IWIBJIHO TMPEIACTaBs pPE3yiTaTUTE OT
JIMCEPTAlMOHHOTO U3CJIEC/IBAHE.

[To TemaTa Ha moKTOpCcKaTa paboTa MMa MIECT HAYYHU MyOJUKAIMHU OT
2014 no 2022 r, kouTo naBaT HeoOXoAMMaTa MyOJIMYHOCT HA MOCTHXKCHUSTA
Y IPUHOCUTE B U3CIIEABAHETO, A CHIIO MOKA3BAT IBIATOTOAUIIEH HHTEPEC KbM
TeMaTa Ha JAuCcepTaIusTa.

4. CTaHoBHIIle OTHOCHO HAJTUYHUETO WIH JIUNCATA HA MJIATHATCTBO

B paMkuTe Ha MOWTE KOMIIETEHIIUH U JIOCTHIIHUTE MU U3TOYHHUIIM HE
YCTaHOBSIBaM IJIaTKATCTBO B MPEJICTABEHUTE MyOIUKAIUU.

He Mum e u3BecTHO B XoJa Ha Mpoueaypara J1a ca IOJdy4yaBaHU
HEaHOHMMHU U MOTHUBHPAHU MUCMEHH CUTHAJIM 3a TIJIaruaTCTBO.

5. Kputnynu 0e/ie:KKU M NPenopbLKU

JIBe ca mMO-ChHINIECTBEHUTE MU NPETEHIIMH KbM paborara. Emnarta ce



OTHAacsi A0 HW3BOAUTE KbM OCHOBHUTE YaCTH Ha HW3JIOKEHUETO, KOUTO ca
TBBPJI€ MHOTOCJIOBHM M UMAaT XapakTepa MO-CKOPO Ha aHOTAllUsl, OTKOJIKOTO
Ha (GOPMYJIUpPAHU OCHOBHU PE3yJITaTH OT aHAJIM3a.

Bropara ¢ cBpp3aHa ¢ obema Ha aBTOopedepara, ynuto 90 cTpaHUIM
HAJXBBPISAT OOUIONPUETUTE CTAHAAPTH.

OcHoBHaTa MU NIpenopbka KbM JTOKTOpPaHTKaTa € Ja MPOABIKA U
pa3livupyu M3CIEABAHMUATA CH IO Ta3d MHOTOCTpAaHHA TEMa, KOSITO HuMa
HapacTBallla 3Ha4MMOCT 3a PETHOHAIIHATA U €BPOIIECKATa CUTYPHOCT.

6. 3aki0ueHue

[IpencraBeHUAT AUCEPTAIMOHEH TPYJ OTrOBaps Ha WM3UCKBAaHUSATA Ha
3akoHa 3a Pa3BUTHETO Ha aKaJeMU4YHUsI cbCcTaB B PenyOnuka bwiarapus u
[IpaBwiiHKMKa 32 HETOBOTO IMpUJIaraHe.

Karto ouensiBam nocToliHCTBaTa Ha MOCTUTHATOTO, AaBaM MOJIOKUTEIHA
OIICHKa Ha JUCEpTAlMOHHUS Tpya Ha Tema “llomuTukm 3a W3rpaxkaaHe u
IIPOIIECH HA JECTPYKLHMs Ha IbpKABHOCTTA B bocHa m XepueroBuHa ciief
JlelThbHCKOTO criopasymeHnue ot 1995 roauna” u u3ka3BaMm ChITIaCUETO CU Ha
Anekcangpa AnekcanapoBa ATaHacoBa Jia Obje IpUchicHa 0Opa3oBaTeHaTa
W HayyHa cCTeneH “mokrop” B mpodeCHOHANHO HampasieHue 3.3.

[TonuTnyeckn HayKku, Hay4yHa criennaHocT “Tlonutonorus”.

sayapu 2022
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1. Relevance and significance of the developed scientific problem
The events in Bosnia and Herzegovina in the last months categorically
confirm the growing relevance and importance of the topic of Aleksandra
Atanasova's dissertation.
The investigated problem has projections not only to the internal stability
of the country, but also to the security of the Western Balkans, European and



international security. Its development and resolution scenarios could not be
predicted without taking into account the interests of the relevant regional and
international players — Croatia, Serbia, Turkey, Russia, the European Union.

Seen through the internal prism, after more than two and a half decades
since the Dayton Agreement, the challenges (of inter-ethnic relations, of the
functioning of the political process) to the security of the country seem to
multiply and become even more serious than at the beginning.

In this complex domestic political and geopolitical context, the
development of the main research problem in the assessed work is a serious
challenge and an indicator of the scientific ambition of the PhD student. |
want to point out right away that she succeeded in not only critically
analyzing the existing academic literature and policy documents, but also
offered her political recommendations for effective development and
overcoming the problem areas of functioning of the country's political system.

Therefore, the topic of Alexandra Atanasova's dissertation thesis is
undoubtedly not only extremely relevant, but also has the potential for high
theoretical and practical value and significance, which are convincingly
substantiated by the doctoral student.

2. Evaluation of the dissertation thesis

The presented dissertation work is a completed, independently
conducted scientific research that has a complex interdisciplinary character.

The bibliographic list includes 148 titles, 101 of which are in Latin
languages (English, Serbian, Croatian and Bosnian) and 47 are in Bulgarian.
They are effectively used and cited in the text of the dissertation, which
makes it possible to distinguish the author's contribution to the topic.

The work is very well conceptualized. The object of the research and
the subject of the overall analysis in the dissertation work are correctly
defined and are directly and immediately related to the goal of the scientific

research - "through an overview of the historical causes and an analysis of the



current situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina to determine and establish the
specific processes that led to the current political and social path, in order to
consider the options for a potential transition beyond the imposed status quo,
and to present future options for development”. This was convincingly
achieved through the consistent and comprehensive solution of the four main
research tasks. Adequately selected, diverse research methods and
approaches, including interviewing experts, contributed to this.

The chosen structure of for main chapters is appropriate and allows a
full (within the set limits) disclosure of the content of the subject.

| highly positively assess the structuring of the historical-political
prerequisites for the modern lines of division of the society and the state,
derived on the basis of very well demonstrated knowledge and understanding
of the political and socio-cultural processes over the centuries on the territory
of today's Bosnia and Herzegovina.

| especially note the persuasive argumentation of the thesis that the
Dayton Agreement is a prerequisite and a factor for the constitution of an
ineffective political system, the functioning of which not only does not help to
end the inter-ethnic division in the country, but even supports this process.

The virtue of the dissertation thesis is the identification and taxonomy
of the main differences in the visions of the three ethnic communities
regarding the current structure and future of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

| highly appreciate the competent analysis of geopolitical positions
and the assessments made of the influence of international factors - Russia,
Serbia, Turkey, and the Persian Gulf states on the internal political process in
Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The achievement of the doctoral student is the generation of possible
scenarios for the development of the crisis of the functioning of the state of
Bosnia and Herzegovina in the context of the current regional and

international security environment.



| especially note the very high praxis-oriented potential application of
the formulated 4 political proposals for structural reforms, which are also
subject-wise listed as content: 1) clearing up the confusing combination
between the principle of power-sharing and the elements of ethnic federalism;
2) adjusting the balance between individual and group rights; 3) effective
territorial management; 4) changing the electoral system; 5) when revising the
Dayton Agreement, European integration should be specifically written down
as a goal for the state.

| share the author's thesis - a "diagnosis™ of the contemporary state of
Bosnia and Herzegovina as a blocked state with an unclear future, where any
potential transformation and unfreezing of the status quo is uncertain,

The main theses formulated in the study, as well as the arguments
supporting them, convincingly confirm the research hypothesis.

3. Assessment of the contributions of the dissertation thesis

Alexandra Atanasova summarizes the achievements in her dissertation
thesis as five contributions. | accept the doctoral student's self-assessment,
agreeing that they are correctly formulated and reflect actual scientific results
achieved. The most significant, because of their usefulness and possible
practical applicability, | pertain to the following:

o The taxonomy of the negative effects of ethnic division in
political parties and ethnicization in the governance of Boshia and

Herzegovina with regards to its social and economic development.

o The formulated political recommendations for the critically needed
reforms of the political system of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

o The analysis and assessment of the impact of the current
international security environment and geopolitical realities in the internal
political processes of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

o The generation of future options for the development of Bosnia and



Herzegovina and options for a potential transition beyond the imposed status
quo in the country

The submitted abstract accurately and fully presents the conclusions
drawn from the dissertation research.

On the topic of the dissertation thesis, there are six scientific
publications from 2014 to 2022, which give the necessary publicity to the
achievements and contributions in the research, and also show a long-term
interest in the topic of the dissertation.

4. Statement on the presence or absence of plagiarism

Within the scope of my competences and the sources available to me, |
do not detect plagiarism in the materials presented in the procedure.

| am not aware of any non-anonymous and motivated written
plagiarism reports being received during the procedure.

5. Critical notes and recommendations

There are two main complaints | have about the work. One concerns the
conclusions to the main parts of the presentation, which are too wordy and
have the character of an annotation rather than a formulated main results of
the analysis.

The second is related to the volume of the abstract for the dissertation,
whose 90 pages exceed generally accepted standards.

My main recommendation to the PhD student is to continue and expand
her research on this multi-faceted topic, which is of increasing importance to
regional and European security.

6. Conclusion

The presented dissertation thesis meets the requirements of the Law on
the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria and the
Regulations for its implementation for obtaining the educational and scientific
degree "Doctor".

Taking into account the merits of the research, | give a positive



assessment of the dissertation thesis on the topic “State-building policies and
state destruction processes in Bosnia and Herzegovina after the 1995 Dayton
agreement” and declare my consent for Alexandra Alexandrova Atanasova to
be awarded the educational and scientific degree "doctor" in the professional

field 3.3. Political Sciences, Doctoral program "Political Science”,

January 2023



