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,,HCTOqueCKI/I ACIICKTU Ha NPCCTHhIUICHUATA CPCULY JINYHOCTTA U COOCTBEHOCTTA B E’bﬂl"apI/IH

1944-1989 r.«

JlMcepTalMOHHUAT TPYJ C€ ChCTOM OT YBOJ, TPH TJIaBH, 3aKIIOUYCHHE M OubOmmorpadus Ha
W3MOJI3BaHUTE W3BOPU U nuTeparypa ¢ obeM or 303 crpanunu. HayueH pbkoBoguTeNn Ha
nucepranTa e joil. a-p Credan Jleues.

W3cnenBanero ce HacouBa KbM €AMH ci1a00 MpOY4YEH, HO AKTUBHO JHUCKYTHUPaH B
MyOJIWYHOTO MPOCTPAHCTBO MPOOJIEM — TO3M 332 KPUMHHAIHATA MPECTHITHOCT MPe3 KOMYHHU3MA.
Bp3 ocHoBa Ha Oorar eMmupHuYeH MaTepuan H3CIEABAHETO OMpPOBEpraBa IIMPOKO
pa3snpOCTPAHEHUST MUT 3a JIMIICATA HA MPECTBIIHOCT IIPE3 KOMYHHM3Ma U JOCTUTa 10 BaXXHUS U
HEOCIIOPUM H3BOJI: ,,caM03a0iy1aTa, 4e€ BCHUKO € CIIOKOMHO U ,,[IPECTHITHOCT HAMA" BCHIITHOCT €
OylarompusITCTBAIA Cpela 3a OIIe IMO-TOJSM ,,pa3lBeT Ha KPUMHUHAIHHUTE MPECTHIUICHUSI ™ (C.
277). CTpykTypaTa Ha TUCEPTAMOHHUSIT TPYJ CJIeJ[Ba SICHA U pa30upaemMa 3a YUTaTess JOruKa —
B LICHTHpA Ha IIbpBaTa IJlaBa CTOM CTATUCTUKATA 32 KPUMUHAIIHATA IPECTHITHOCT MPE3 TOJAMHUTE,
BTOpATa IJiaBa € IOCBETEHA HA OCHOBHUTE XapaKTEPUCTUKH Ha Ta3H MPECTHITHOCT, a TPETaTa IiiaBa

pasriiexaa OCHOBHUTE METOU B OopOaTa cperly IpecThbIIHOCTTA.

OCHOBHOTO MOCTUKEHUE Ha MPEUIOKEHUS TUCEPTALMOHEH TPYHA €, Y€ TOM IpajJud CBOUTE
3aKJIIOUEHHUs BBPXY CIa00 WIM HAMBIHO HEW3BECTHU 1O TO3M MOMEHT apXHBHU MaTepHaly,
chbxpaHsiBaH nHec B ApxuBute Ha Komucusta mo pocuerata ¥ Ha MHMHUCTEPCTBOTO Ha

BbTpelHuTe paboTu. OCBEH TIX, MTUCEPTAHTHT MOJ3Ba M 3HAUMTENTHA MO 00eM Obirapcka u



CB€TOBHA JIMTEpaTypa, KaKTO HCTOPUYCCKA, CBBbp3aHa C II€pHOJa Ha KOMYHHU3MaA, TaKa H
TEOPETUYHA, CBbp3aHa C HpO6JIeMI/ITe Ha KpUMHUHAJIHATa NPECThIIHOCTTAa U HAYMHHUTC HA HEHWHOTO
pasKpuBaHC W NOPCAOTBpaATIBAHC. IInbTHOCT HaA H3JIOXKEHATa AprymMCcHTanusa npuaaBaT H
IUTUPAHUTC MHCHUA OT CBbp3aHaTa C TCMaTa MEMOApPHa JIMTEpaTypa, KaKTO U HUTATHUTC OT (1)I/IJIMI/I

U APYTU IPOU3BECHUS Ha MONYJIsipHATa KYJITypa OT MepHoja.

JlucepTaHThT HAITBJIHO 3alMTaBa 3asB€HaTa B YBOJA M3CJIEJOBATENICKa LEl: ,,J1a pasrieaa
KPUMHHAIHUTE TpecThIUIeHUs: B nepuona 1944-1989 r.“, na Opaar mpencraBeHu ,,OJPOOHO
YeTUpUTE Hal-3HAYMMH 32 YOBEKa BHUJOBE — KpakOM Ha OOIIECTBEHO M JIMYHO HMYIIECTBO,
rpabexu, U3HaACUJIBaHUS U YMUIIIJICHU YOUIHCTBA®, M KAaTO 1510 U3ITBJIHABA 3asiBeHaTa aMOuLus 1a
3aIIBJIHY ,,JITICATAa HA CHCTEMAaTU3MpaHO M3CJIEBaHE 3a pasliiexjaHaTa MpobieMaTuka B €UH

M3KJIIOUYUTEIHO BaXKEH €Tal OT Hali-HoBarta Obarapcka ucropus‘. (c. 11)

Temara 3a KpUMHHaJIHAaTa MPECTHIIHOCT OT/JAaBHA MPUBIMYA BHUMAHUETO HAa MCTOPULIU U
aHAJIN3aTOPH, KOUTO C€ MHTEPECYBAT OT HACJIEICTBOTO HA KOMYHUCTHUYECKHS [IEPUOJ, HO 10 TO3U
MOMEHT TO3M BBIIPOC OCTaBallle JIO0 rojsiMa CTeleH Hepa3paboTeH B JbJI0OOYMHATA, B KOWTO IO
IIpaBU NPEJUIOKEHUs AUCEPTALlMOHEH TpyA. Moxe na ce Kaxe, 4e IpesIoKeHaTa JUCEepTaLns
3aIrbjIBa MPa3Ho MoJie B ObJArapckaTa MICTOPUUECKa HayKa, a HAYMHBT U IBJIOOYMHATA, C KOSATO I'0
IIpaBy, TOBOPH 3a MOTCHLIMANA MPEIIOKEHUAT M3CIEI0BATEICKH TPy Ja HaBJIE3€ B IIMPOKO
Hay4YHO oOpaiieHue. Ycrnex 1 NpeJuMCTBO Ha MpeaiokeHaTa paboTa € ICHOTO PeJCTaBsIHe upes3
rpaguku U TaOJMIM HA M3KIIOYUTETHO Oorara cTaTUCTHYECKa WH(OpMAaIUs, KOETO YJECHsBA
MpOCieIIBaHEeTO Ha OOIIMTE TEHACHIIMY B KpUMHUHAJIHATA MPECTHIIHOCT npe3 roaunute. Hapen c
TOBA, U3CIIEABAHETO Pa3IJIekK]a COLUAIIHUTE, Bb3PACTOBUTE U PETMOHAITHUTE XapaKTEPUCTUKHU HA
KPUMHUHAJIHATA NPECTHIHOCT. KaTo Apyr NpMHOCEH MOMEHT MOXKE Jla CE€ MOCOYM AHAIU3BT Ha
MeToauTe 3a OopbaTa C NPECTHIHOCTTA, KBJAETO BAXKHO MSCTO € OTAEJNEHO Ha HalbJIHO
HEeu3CcJeABaHMs 1O TO3M MOMEHT IpobisieM 3a mon3BaHute oT MBP cekpeTrHu chTpyaHuunu no

KpUMHHAJIHA JIMHUS.

[TyOnukanmonHata JneHHOCT Ha KaHAWAaTa OTTOBOPS HA MHHHMAIHUTE 3aKOHOBU
M3UCKBAHMS, KAaTO JUCEPTAHTHT MPEACTaBs YETUPU MyOIMKYBaHU CTAaTHH B HAyYHU CIUCAHUA (B
crnircanus ,,Mictopuuecku nperien u ,,Hannonanana curypHoct*). PasriekiaHara TeMa ChIbpika
B cebe cHM MOTCHIMAN 3a OIle MOo-ToJsMa MyONMKAIlMOHHA aKTUBHOCT, a pPE3ylITaTuTe OT

n3CJICABAHCTO MOoTaT Ja 6’L,Z[aT MMPEACTAaBCHU U B aBTOPUTCTHU U3JaHUA HA APYTHU €3ULH, C OTJIC



BIIMCBAHETO HA U3BOJUTE OT TOBA U3CJE/IBAHE U B MEKAYHAPOIHUS HaydyeH 000poT. ChliecTByBa
BB3MOKHOCT PE3yJITaTUTE U U3BOAUTE J1a ObAAT IPOBEPEHH U B PA3INYHU HAyYHU KOH(EPEHINH
u GopyMH, C OIJIe/l aHATU3UPAHETO UM OT U OT APYT'H M3CIEJOBATEICKU NEPCHEKTUBU (HE caMO

HUCTOPUYCCKH, HO CHIIO U COIIMOJIOTNYCCKHU, HaHpI/IMep).

ABTOpedepaThT CHIIO OTTOBOPS Ha M3MCKBAaHMATA, KATO KOPEKTHO M3jara OOEKThT U
LIEJINTE HAa U3CJIEIBAHETO, ChCTOSIHUETO HA MPOYYBAHUATA 110 BBIIPOCA, XPOHOJIOIMYHATA paMKa,
METOJI0JIOTHUATA U CTPYKTypaTa Ha U3clieIBaHETO. Mojke 1a ce II0COoUH, ue TOH MO-MoJAPOOHO OT
HE00XO0AMMOTO IPEACTaBs OCHOBHUTE aKIIEHTH B OTACTHHUTE IN1aBu. [[pusTHO BrieyaTiieHue npasuy,
4ye aBTOPHT MECTENUBO (B J00pUsS CMHCHI Ha Jymara) MPeICTaBs IPHHOCHTE Ha CBOSI
JMCEePTALMOHEH TPYJ — KaTo MOCOYBa €IMHCTBEHO, Y€ TOBA € ,,[IbPBOTO CUCTEMATU3UPAHO U
JeTaiJTHO TIPOyYBaHEe Ha KpUMUHAITHUTE NIpecThiUieHns B bearapus mexmy 1944 u 1989 ., 6e3

Jla ce BITyCKa B JIETalJIHO IIPEJICTaBsHE HA MHAY€ MHOIOOPONHUTE CU HayYHU IPUHOCH.

BrieuaTiieHneTo Mu €, 4e KbM HaCTOSILUS MOMEHT PE3YyITaTUTE OT TO3HU JUCEPTALMOHEH TPY/
OCTaBaT I0-CKOPO HEM3BECTHM KAaKTO 3a CIIELMaJU3MpaHaTa HaydyHa ayJAUTOpHs, Taka U 3a
[IMpOKAaTa YeTsIa MyoauKa. 3aToBa MpenopbyBaM MMyOIMKyBaHETO KaTO KHUATA Ha MPEICTABSHHS
JUCEPTAlMOHEH TPY, BOJIEH OT YOEKJEHUETO, Y€ KbM HETO 111€ NMa I'oJIsiM OOLIECTBEH UHTEPEC.
Enna ot npenopwekuTe MM € ObjellaTta KHUTa Jla NOThPCH MO-CHIJIHO U SCHO 3arjaBHe, JJOKAaTo

HaCTOAIIOTO MOXKE 1a OCTAaHC KaTO ImoJa3arjiaBuc.

Bcenuko ToBa My 1aBa OCHOBaHHME Ja J1aM KaTo 151710 MHOTO BUCOKA OLIEHKA Ha IPEIOCTaBEHUs
nucepTaiMoHeH Tpyd. Hapen ¢ ToBa, uMaM M HSKOM KOHKPETHHM Hpenopbku. OCHOBHaTa MH
3a0eneXKka € CBbp3aHa C TOBa, Y€ IMpH OOSICHEHHWETO Ha JWHAMHMKaTa Ha KpUMHHAJIHATa
IIPECTBITHOCT C€ Ch3/1aBa BIIEYATIECHUETO 3a U3BECTHO INPEAOBEPSBAHE OT CTpaHa HA aBTOPA Ha
IIOJI3BAHNUTE OT HETO M3TOYHMIM. Taka Hampumep, CJIEeIBANKN JOKYMEHTUTE, BUCOKOTO HUBO Ha
KpPUMMHAJIHA IPECTHIIHOCT JOPH U IIPE3 Hal-yCIEHUs OT IJIeJJHAa TOYKA Ha BJIACTTA MEPHUOJ HA
70-Te roIMHY € 00SICHEHO C MOAIbPKAHETO Ha BUCOKUTE HUBA Ha MPECTBHIIHOCT cpell poMuTe. bes
Jla OMaJIOBa)kaBaM HAJIMYMETO Ha [T0-BUCOKA IPECTHITHOCT CPEJ] €1HA MAPTMHAIIM3HpaHa COLUaIHa
rpyna, yCTOMYMBOCTTa Ha TO3M MIpoOJieM Mpe3 TOJMHUTE TOBOPU IIOBEUE 3a IPOBAIIUTE B
CJIeIBAHUTE OT BJIACTTA IOJMTHKH, OTKOJIKOTO 3a camaTa coluanHa rpyna. pyr mpumep 3a
chUIOTO € 0000IIeHneTo, 4e ,,0CHOBHATa NMpHuYMHa cucremara Ha MBP na He ce okaxe Ha

OYaKBaHaTa BHCOTA IO OTHOMICHUC HAa pa3KpUBACMOCTTA HaA HpeCT’LHHOCTTa“ € ,,JIOJICHABAHETO



Ha KPUMMHAJIHUTE MUIMLIMOHEPU U TOTAJIHUAT IIPEBEC, KOMTO €€ JaBa Ha CIYKUTEIHUTE II0
MOJUTHYECCKA TUHUS (C. 274, CBIIOTO OOSICHEHHE MOJKE J1a C€ CPEIHE U HA IPYTH MECTa B TEKCTA).
Temara 3a HanpekeHUEeTo Mexy ciayxkurenure Ha Hapoanara munnnus u J[pp>kaBHa CUTYpPHOCT
B pamkuTe Ha MBP e 3araTaara, HO He € JOCTaThYHO pa3BHUTa U oOsicHeHa. Ho mo-BaxkHOTO e, ye
OOSICHSIBAHETO Ha BHMCOKUTE HHBAa Ha IPECTBIIHOCTTA C HENIMKHPAHETO HA PEIOBUTE
MWIMLUOHEPH 3BYYH HEYOeIUTENHO, Hail-MalKoTo 3amoro ciayxureiaure Ha HM cbiio 3aemat
eJIMTHO U OMXMeE Ka3ald ,,IPUBUIIETHPOBAHO MSCTO B ILISJIOCTHATAa CTPYKTypa Ha Jbp)KaBHATa
aAMUHUCTpaLMs IIpe3 KOMyHU3Ma, Makap U JEUCTBUTENHO B paMkuTe Ha MBP Te na 3aemar

BTOPOCTCIICHHO ITOJIOXKCHHC.

W3k1rounTeTHO MOJIE3HUAT aHaIu3 3a padoTaTa CbC CEKPETHUTE CHbTPYIHUIM 110 KPUMHUHATHA
JUHUS M€ MPOBOKMpA Ja 3aJaM U BbIpOca Jald aBTOPBT € Cpellaj cilydyau Ha BepOyBaHU

CEKPETHH CHTPYIHHUIIU IO Ta3H JIUHUS, KOUTO HE ca HaBbpin 18-roguan?

B 3akirouenue cieBa aa ce oTOeNIexu, ye AucepTanusaTa oOTroBapsi Ha BCHUKU U3UCKBaHMS,
IpeIBUACHU B 3aKoHa. OTBB] (OPMATHUTE U3UCKBAHUS, AUCEPTALMATA IPEICTABIIABA CHIIUHCKH
MIPUHOC KbM €MH MAJIKO U3CJI€/IBaH, HO U3KIOYUTETHO BaXKEH U HHTEPECEH acleKT OT UCTOPUSTA
Ha KOMyHu3Ma B bbirapus. Becuuko ToBa MM 1aBa OCHOBaHUE /1a 1aM IOJIOKUTEIHA OLIEHKA Ha
JMCEePTALlMOHHUSA TPYX U J1a IpernopbuaM Ha yBaXKaeMOTO HAy4HO >Kypu Ja npuchau Ha Credan
VBaHOB HayuHaTa cTeneH ,,JJ0KTOop” B MpodecHoHalHO HampasieHue 2.2. ,Hcrtopus u
apxeoJyiorus’ 3a MpeACcTaBeHUs IUCEpTAalMOHEH Tpyd Ha TeMa ,,McTopuyecku acmnekTH Ha

MPECTHILICHUATA CPEILy JMUYHOCTTa U coOcTBeHocTTa B bharapus 1944-1989 r.*

Codus, 13 pespyapu 2023 .

(Momuun Metonues)



OPINION
by prof. Momchil Nikolaev Metodiev, Dr. Sc.,
Department of History at New Bulgarian University,
scientific field 2.2. "History and Archaeology",
on dissertation submitted for obtaining the scientific degree “doctor”
in the scientific field 2.2. "History and Archaeology”
by Stefan Titkov Ivanov entitled

"Historical Aspects of Crimes against Personality and Property in Bulgaria (1944-1989)".

The dissertation consists of introduction, three chapters, conclusion and bibliography of sources
and literature with a total volume of 303 pages. The scientific supervisor of the candidate is Assoc.
Prof. Stefan Dechev.

The dissertation focuses on a relatively unresearched but widely discussed in the public domain
question — on the problem of criminality in the communist period. On the basis of abundant
empirical material, the dissertation refuted the widespread myth of the relatively low levels of
criminality under communism and reaches the following important and undeniable conclusion:
"the self-delusion that all is calm and there is 'no crime' created an environment that led to even
greater ‘flourishing' of criminality” (p. 277). The structure of the dissertation follows a clear and
understandable logic for the reader: the first chapter focuses on statistics on crimes over the years,
the second chapter is devoted to the main characteristics of the committed crimes, while the third

chapter discusses the main methods in the fight against criminal offences.

The main achievement of the proposed dissertation is that it builds its conclusions on firsthand and
relatively unknown archival material, kept today in the Archives of the Commission for State
Security files and in the Ministry of the Interior. In addition, the dissertation also makes use of a
considerable amount of Bulgarian and world literature, both historical, related to the period of
communism, and theoretical, related to the problems of criminality and the ways of its detection
and prevention. The argumentation is enriched by opinions from the memoir literature related to

the topic, as well by quotations from films and other works of popular culture of the period.



The dissertation fully defends the stated research objective in the introduction: "to examine
criminal offences in the period 1944-1989", to present "in detail the four most significant types of
crimes - theft of public and private property, robbery, rape and premeditated murder”, and
generally fulfils the stated ambition to fill “the lack of a systematic study of the issues at hand in a

crucial phase of recent Bulgarian history” (p. 11).

The problem of criminal activity has long attracted the attention of historians and analysts
interested in the legacy of the communist period, but until now this issue has remained largely
unresearched, especially in the depth that it is discussed in the proposed dissertation. It could be
summarized that the dissertation fills an empty field in Bulgarian historical scholarship, and the
argumentation is so convincing that the proposed dissertation clearly has the potential to enter wide
scholarly circulation. Considerable achievement of the submitted dissertation is that is presents
through graphs and tables extremely rich statistical information, which facilitates the tracing and
understanding of general trends in criminal activity over the years. In addition to this statistical
information, the dissertation also discusses the social, age and regional characteristics of
criminality. Another contribution is the analysis of methods for crime prevention and fight, while
an attention is given also to the hitherto completely unexplored issue of the use of undercover

collaborators by the Ministry of the Interior in the fight against criminal offences.

Publications of the candidate meet the minimum legal requirements — he presented four published
articles in scientific journals (in the journals "Historical Review" and "National Security"). The
topic under consideration contains the potential for even greater publication activity, and the
results of the research can be presented in reputable journals also in other languages. The
conclusions could also be tested in various scientific conferences and forums, with a view of
discussing them from other research perspectives (not only historical, but also sociological, for
example).

The abstract of the dissertation also meets the legal requirements by correctly stating the object
and objectives of the dissertation, the state of research on the subject so far, the chronological
framework, the methodology and the structure of the study. It could be pointed out that the abstract
presents the main highlights of the individual chapters in more detail than necessary. It could be
noted that the author sparingly (in the good sense of the word) presents the contributions of his

dissertation - stating only that this is "the first systematic and detailed study of criminal offences



in Bulgaria between 1944 and 1989", without going into a detailed presentation of his otherwise

numerous scientific contributions.

My general impression is that the results of this research remain rather unknown both to the
specialized scientific audience and to the general reading public. | therefore recommend with
conviction the publication of the submitted dissertation as a book, which will find a wide audience
and a great public interest. One of my recommendations is that the future book should seek a

stronger and clearer title, while the present title can remain as a subtitle.

All stated so far is the reason for my very positive general assessment of the submitted dissertation.
Along with that, | would like also to make several specific recommendations. My main remark
concerns the fact that in explaining the dynamics of criminal offences, the author trusts too much
the explanations given in the sources used by him. For example, following the documents, he
explains the relatively high level of crimes even during the most successful period in terms of
crime prevention in the 1970s, with the high levels of criminal activity specifically among the
Roma population. Without denying the existence of higher crime rates among this marginalized
social group, the persistence of this problem over the years speaks more to the failures of the
policies pursued by the government than to this social group itself. Another example for the same
is the conclusion that "the main reason why the Ministry of Interior has not performed at the
expected level in terms of crime detection” is "the underestimation of criminal police officers and
the total predominance given to officers of the political police” (p. 274, the same explanation can
be found in number of other occasions). The tension between the militia (police) officers and State
Security officers within the Ministry of the Interior is marked but not sufficiently developed or
explained. But more importantly, explaining the high levels of criminality with low prestige of
rank-and-file militiamen (policemen) sounds unconvincing, not least because the police officers
also occupied an elite and even ‘privileged’ place in the overall structure of the state administration
under communism, though indeed within the Ministry of the Interior they occupied secondary

position compared with the political officers.

The extremely useful analysis of the handling of secret collaborators for crime prevention,
especially among youths, provokes me to ask the author whether he has come across any cases of

secret collaborators recruited when they were under 18-years old?

It could be summarized that the dissertation submitted meets all the requirements stipulated in the



law for obtaining the scientific degree “doctor”. In addition to meeting the formal requirements,
the dissertation represents an important contribution to a little studied but extremely important and
interesting aspect of the history of communism in Bulgaria. All that explains my general positive
assessment of the submitted dissertation and gives me the reason to recommend to the esteemed
scientific jury to award Stefan Ivanov the scientific degree “doctor” in the professional field 2.2
“History and Archaeology” for the submitted dissertation on "Historical Aspects of Crimes against

Personality and Property in Bulgaria (1944-1989)".

Sofia, 13 February 2023

(Momchil Metodiev)



