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1. Kpatku 6uorpacdumyHm aaHHM 3a KaHAuAaTa.

LiBeTomumpa bpanHoBa 3aBbpluBa 6akanaBbpcka U MarucTbpcka creneH B Hos
bbvnrapckn YHusepcuteT no ,busHec agmuHuctpaumus” npes 2013 r. n ,E3nkoBa un
pedeBa natonorna“ npes 2017 r. NpueTa e 3a gokTopaHT B KOrosanageH yHnBepcuteT
,Heodunt Punckn“ B bnaroesrpag npe3s 2018 r., kato cnegpawara rogMHa crtaBa
acucteHT B KaTtegpa ,Jloronegus®. Boan cemmHapH 1 npakTU4ecKn ynpaxHeHus rno
E3sukoBn HapyweHusi, EmMoOUMOHanNHMW v noBedeHYeCKM HapyweHus npu aeua,
HapyweHus Ha nucmeHata KomyHukauusi, KOMyHMKaTMBEH TpeHuHr. [pakTukyBaly,

jioronepn e ¢ 4YaCtHa npakTuka.

2. O6o0OWweHn paHHM 3a HayvyHata npoAyKUuMA M  OeWHOCTTa Ha

KaHaAunaaTa.



Hay4yHaTta npoaykumMsi v OenHOCT Ha p[oktopaHT LiBetommpa CtedhaHoBa
BpanHoBa ce ob6obGwasat B cnegHute rpynn: 1 HayyHu paspabotku; 2.
My6nukaunmoHHa M NpoeKTHa akTUBHOCT; 3. YNeHCTBO B CAPYXXEHMS, acoumaumm m
npakTuyecka AenHoct. B rpynata Ha HayvyHuTe pas3paboTkm ca npeacTtaBeHu
auceptauuoHeH Tpya W aBTopedepaT, 4MeTo CbAbpXaHue CbOTBETCTBa Ha
anceprtauuaTa. TpyabT € npoBepeH € nporpamara 3a nnarvatcteo ,Turnitin® n He
HagBuLaBa ONYCTUMUTE CbBMNageHus B NpoueHTu. B rpynata Ha nyGnukaumoHHaTa
aKTUBHOCT ca nocoyveHn 21 nybnukaumm, KOUTO 3acdraT OCHOBHO AMarHOCTUKa Ha
€3MKOBO N (POHOSOrMYHO pasBuTre nNpu geua. MNo-ronama 4acTt ot nybnukauuuTe ca
OT yvacTusi B CTYOEHTCKW, HaUMOHaNHW W MEeXOYHapOAHW HayvyHu dopymu.
YyactBana e B 4 npoekta n 12 ceptuduumpaHn obyveHmnsa. Kbm aBTopedepaTta ca
BKMNtOYEHN 4 nybnukaumMm B peLEH3UpaHn M3gaHus, OBe OT KOMTO B 4YyxbuHa, B
CbaBTOPCTBO C Hay4yHMs1 pbKoBOAUTEN MO Temata Ha auceprtauusata. YUneHysa B 2
COPYXeHUa 1 2 acoumnauumn, egHaTa oT KOUTo e MexayHapoaHa. Lisetomupa bpanHoBa

€ MNMpakTuKyBaLl noronen ¢ MHOrorogaulieH ctax.

3. OueHKa Ha Hay4yHUTe U Ha NMpaKTU4YeCKuTe pe3ynTaTu U NPUHOCKU Ha

AUCepPTaLUOHHUA TPyA.

AvcepTaunMoHHUAT Tpya € agpecupaH KbM npobnemartvka B obrnactra Ha
doHonormaTa U ce OTNMYaBa C HAaBPEMEHHA KOHKPETHa TeOopeTuMYHa W MpuroXxHa
3Ha4YMMOCT. Tasn 3HaA4YMMOCT ce onpenens OT HSKOMKO (hakTa, eauHUST OT KOUTO e
CBbP3aH C NpoMsaHaTa B 3aKoHa 3a y4YUNULLHOTO 1 NpegyyYnnuiHoTo obpasoBaHue (B
cuna oT HavanoTto Ha 2021 r.) ,npeay4YmnuuHoTO obpa3oBaHMe € 3a4bimKUTENHO OT
yyebHaTa rogmHa, KOSTO € C Hayano B rogvHata Ha HaBbpliBaHe Ha 4-roguwiHa
Bb3pacT Ha OeTeTo, KaTto poautenute msbupart HAKkoa oT cdopmute (LenogHeBHa,
nosiyaHeBHa, novacosa unu camoctoatenHa) (Yn. 8. (1), Usm. - OB, 6p. 82 ot 2020
r.). pyruaT 3Haunm pakT e, Ye HAMa HOpMaTUBHU JAHHU 32 MOAENN HAa (POHOMOMMYHN
npouecu npu 6GbnrapckiTe geua B nepuoga Ha npeayynnuiiHa Bb3pacT — Mexay Tpu
n cegem rogmHn. U Tpetnat Heocnopum (hakT e, Ye BCce noBeye 6bnrapckm geua nmart
€3MKOBU M FOBOPHM MNpobrieMn B CpaBHEHWE C MPeauvuLlHU deceTuneTud, nopaau
pasnuyHu NPUYNHN, HO HAN-TPEBOXHAaTa OT TAX € NogMsiHaTa Ha XuBaTa U UICTUHCKaTa
KOMYyHMKaUUA C eNneKkTpoHHa TakaBa OT HaW-paHHa [eTcka Bb3pacT. 3aTtoBa w

Cb34daBaHETO Ha HOB N CUCTeMaTuU3npaH Mmoaesn 3a gnarHoCTuka Ha CbOHOJ'IOFI/IFI npu



Aeua B npegyyvyunmuHa Bb3pact € He CaMO HaBpeMeHEeH, HO U 3adbJDKUTErNeH
beH,D,aMGHT npu |/|360p Ha agekBaTHU JioronegnyHn TtepanesTuU4HU cCTpaTtermn u

mMeToaun npu geuata C KOMyHUKaTUBHU HapyLLUEHUA.

AncepTaunmoHHNAT Tpya € NpeacTaBeH B 06w o6em oT 186 cTp. 1 e CTpyKTypupaH
B 3 OCHOBHM rMaBu (eaHa TeopeTnyHa 1 ABE EMNUPUYHM), YBOA, 3aKIKOYEHNE, U3BOAM,
npenopbkn, NpuHocKu, Bubnuorpadus, n 6 NpuNoxeHnsa. EMnupuyHuTe aktn ca
0606LeHn 1 oHarnegeHu ¢ 72 Tabnuum n 23 rpadukn. bubnuorpaguaTta cbabpxa

161 n3toyHuka, ot komto 30 kupunuua n 131 Ha naTuHuua.

TeopeTnyHaTa 4YacT Ha [OuCepTaumMoHHWA Tpya npegnara  3agbnbodeH
CpaBHUTENEH aHanu3 Ha pasnuMyHuM WU3CneaoBaTesick napagurMm CBbp3aHn C
doHoMorMyHUTE Teopuu. AKLEeHTMpa Cce BbpXY KOHUEenTuTe e3unk, (OHETUKA,
dooHonornda, OHOMNOMMYHO pa3BuTME, POHOSOIMYHO HapyleHue, audepeHumanHa
AnarHosa npu yHKUNOHaNHN HapyLLeHMsl Ha TOBOpHUTE 3BykoBe. CuctemaTtmnsnpaHa
€ aKkTyanHa HaydHa (paktonorns 3a poHeTuMkata u ooHosornaTa, n e pasrneaH
PYHKUMOHASTHUAT acnekT Ha rOBOPHUS 3BYK — HEroBata JIMHIBUCTUYHA (OYHKLMS, KaKTO
n ,cnocobHocTTa My a 6bae pasnuunTen Ha Mmopdemmn 1 crnoBoOpMU B NpoLieca Ha

€31KOBO 00LLyBaHe".

B nbpBa rnaea, 4pe3 MHTepnpeTMpaHeTo Ha CbBPEMEHHNTE HAYYHWN NPOYYBaHNSA
3a (bOHOMOrMYHNTE MOLENM Ha pa3BUTHE, Ce [OoKa3Ba BoAELLAaTa ponsi Ha HapyLleHaTa
doHonornsa 3a 3abaBsiHe B NEKCMKANHOTO M rpamaTU4HO YyCBOsSIBaHeE Npu geuaTta.
AkTyanuanpat ce npobnemu cBbp3aHWM C TbpPCEHe Ha HOBU BbL3MOXHOCTU 3a
n3cneaBaHe Ha  HapyLeHUST  (OHOMOrMYeH KOHTPONT WM Ha HenpasunHaTa
oHONOrMYHa NPOAYKUMA, KAaKTO MU Ha MHOroGpPOMHUTE 3BYKOBM 3aMEHWU, KOUTO ce
3agbnboyaBar B cneasawmTte Bb3pactosu nepuoan. OT Tasm nosnumst, bux oueHuna
BMCOKO yCuUNusATa Ha [OOKTOpaHTkaTa ga macrneaBa dyHAaMeHTanHus BbNPOC 3a
ANHaMMKata Ha OHOMOrMYHUTE MNpoLecKH, KakTo W [a 3awutM TesaTta 3a
MeXayBb3pacToBMTE Bapuauun Ha esukoBuTe npodmnm npu geuata ot 3 o 7
roguwHa Bb3pact. CneumanHo BHUMaHMe e OTAENEeHO Ha Bb3pacToBaTa AUHaAMMKa Ha
dOHOMOrMYHOTO pa3BMTME B HOPMA, KOETO NO3BOSISIBa Aa 6baaT odepTaHu NPUYNHHO-
CNeacTBEHN N BPEMEBM 3aBMCUMOCTU BbB (POHONMOMMYHUTE HapyLleHus nNpu geuara.
TeopeTMyHUTE aHanuM3n noakpenaT TesaTta 3a 3Ha4YMMKU Bapuauum B TUMUYHUTE

€31MKOBUN 1N TOBOPHU nepunoan n nNno3BOfiABAT HaA [OOKTOpaHTKatTa Aa Hanpasu



3aKMYeHne 3a HyxxaaTa OT TECT 3a uU3cneaBaHe Ha hOHoMorMATa U apTyKynaumaTa.
OT Tasu rnegHa Toyka aBTOpkata AeduHMpa BCe MO-TOYHO NMapameTpuTe Ha CBOS
n3crneagoBaTenicky BbMNPOC, KaTo HAaco4YBa BHUMAHMETO KbM TbpPCEHE Ha 3HaAYMMM
BbTPELUHOIPYNOBM pasnuunst Mexgy (POHOMOrMYHUTE M apTUKYNauMOHHU MnpoLecu
npu geuarta. NpeanoxeHUTe TEOPETUYHM aHanNM3n n U3BOAN AEMOHCTPUPAT YMEHNETO
Ha QOKTOpaHTKaTa 3a KpUTUYHO 06CbXaaHe U cUCTEMaTU3MpPaHe Ha akTyanHa Hay4yHa
MHGOpPMaLMsl, 3a KpeaTUBHO opMynuMpaHe Ha CcoOOGCTBEHM Te3nm U TsAxHaTa
aprymeHTauus. ManonssaHute nutepaTypHU U3TOYHULM CaA KOPEKTHO LUMTUPaAHU B

TEeKcTa 1 nuTepaTypHaTa crnpaska.

Bbe BTOpa rnaBa e onvcaHa MeToAorfiorMsita Ha HayyHOTO MW3cnefBaHe.
FmaBHaTa LUen e, Ype3 cb3gaBaHe Ha aBTOPCKU TeCT Aa ce cbbepaT HOPMaTUBHU
AaHHW 3a (POHOMNOTMYHUTE MPOLECU Ha Aela OT npedyvunuiiHa Bb3pacT. T e
noaKpeneHa 4pe3 KOHKPEeTHW 3ajaudv, etanu v ase paboTHu xunotesun. NMpeamerta
06eKTa 1 KOHTUHIEHT ca OnMuUcaHn KOPeKkTHO. KOHTUHIEHTBLT e nNpeacTaBeH oT TpucTa
ocemaeceT v ABe [ela Ha Bb3pacT Mexay Tpu 1 ceaem roamHun. OT TAX ABecTa U LecT
ca MoMMyeTa U CTO cedemaeceT M LIEeCT ca MomYeTa, pasfeneHun Ha 4veTupu
Bb3pacToBu rpynu. MoabopbT Ha [AeuaTta e HanpaBeH NPeLu3HO, KaTo ca U3KMYEHN
CbMbTCTBALLM CEH30PHU, HEBPOSIOMMYHU U MHTENEKTYanHU HapyLlUeHUs, KakTo U

AenpuBMpalLy dakTopy Ha cpeaara.

Cb3gageHnsaT  OuMarHOCTUYEH UMHCTPYMeHTapuym e paspaboTeH, 3a pJa
aHanuaMpa peyta Ha Wu3cnegBaHuTe [deua Ha TpU HMBA — HasoBaBaHe Ha
CbLLECTBUTENTHM UMEHA, NMOBTOPHA pPeY U FeHepupaHe Ha u3peyeHus. HaydHaTta
MeToauKka cbabpxa 34 egHocpuyHu aymu, 80 aBycpuyHu, 45 TpucpudHu gymm, 9
yeTnpucpuyHm gymm, 3 netcpudHn gymu. OueHsiBaHETO BKMOYBA aHanu3 Ha
rpewknTe, KoOMTO geuarta gornyckaT B peyTa cu Npu 3agayvte 3a HasoBaBaHe Ha
cbLlecTBUTENHM MMeHa - CybtecT 1, noBTOpeHue Ha uspedeHunsa- Cyberect 2, u

reHepupaHe Ha cOOCTBEHO M3Ka3BaHe Ype3 onncaHue Ha kapTuHu - CybTecT 3.

Kputepunte 3a onncaHne Ha UHCTPYMEHTa 3a (POHOSOrMYHA OLEHKa ca SICHO
dopmynmpann n gobpe cuctemaTtuampanu. [daHHuTte ca obpaboTeHn no nogpobHo

onncaH anropntbM, KaTo 3a BCEKU Cy6TeCT € Nnoco4eHa M cKkariaTta 3a OLEeHKa.



Pesyntatute oT eMNMpNYHOTO U3cneaBaHe U TAXHOTO ObChXKaaHe ca U3NOXeHU
B TpeTa rnaea. [peanoxeH e 06CTOEH KONNMYECTBEH aHanu3, B KOMTO ca ANCKYTUPaHMN
KopernaumoHHUTEe, AOUCMEPCUOHHUTE U OUCKPUMUHATUBHU  aHanumsn, Kakto WU
yCTOMYMBOCTTa Ha pes3yntatute M MpoBepka Ha HagexaHoctta. [logbopa Ha
aflekBaTHW CTaTUCTMYECKM MEeToOM 3a aHanu3 Ha pasnpedeneHvsita B rpynurte u
TbpPCEHe Ha CTaTUCTUYEeCKa 3HAaYMMOCT MeXAay MU3crneaBaHUTe auTtemMum e TpydoeMbk
n3cnegoBaTeriCku npouec, KOMTO oLle NoBeYe ce YCINOXHsIBa OT fnuncaTa Ha TakbB [0
MOMeHTa. Pesyntatmte OT TecTa [oka3BaT, 4Ye 3ajayaTa 3a HasoBaBaHe Ha
CbLUECTBUTENHM UMMeHa MO KapTMHa ca [JocTaTbyHO MHdOpMUpalnM 3a
doHonornyHMTe npouecu. [lokato 3agayarta 3a NOBTOPEHWE HA U3pedYeHUss He JaBa
KaTeropuyHn paHHM 3a (POHOMOMMYHOTO pas3BUTUE Ha JeuaTta OT npefyyvunuiiHa
Bb3pacT. KaTo Han-mHopmMaTnBHa 3ajaya ce okasBa reHepupaHeTo Ha U3peyveHus,
KbAEeTO OCBEH JaHHM 32 POHOSTOMMYHM NPOLIECU, HOCK MHPOPMaLNA 3a CUHTaKTUYHUTE
W nparMatMyHUTE YMEHUs Ha JeTeTo, 3a ObifhKMHATa Ha u3Ka3BaHusTa My, 3a

npo3ogukaTta Ha pedta Mmy.

O606LweHnTe pesyntaTn OT NpoBeAEHUs TECT Joka3BearT, Ye 18,6% oT geuara Ha
3-4 roguHKn ca nog HopmMarta Ha POHONOMMYHOTO CU pa3BUTME. AKO CbMOCTaBUM TE3M
AaHHU ¢ nogobHU nscnenBaHus B YyxgectpaHHaTa nutepartypa (ctp. 39 u 40) Tesn
NMPOLEHTN ca [OOCTaTb4YHO OOE3MOKOUTENHM 3a Ta3n Bb3pACTOBa rpyna Obrrapcku
Aeua, KoeTo ouwe BedHbX [OoKasBa CBOEBpPEMEHHATa MosiBa Ha TakKbB TUM

ONarHoCTn4eH TecCrT.

Taka npeactaBeHNTE CTAaTUCTUYECKN 3HAYMMU U3BOAN Bb3 OCHOBA Ha KOPEKTHO
006paboTeHN Ka4YeCTBEHN N KONMNYECTBEHN OaHHM 0B6opBa O6LLONPMETOTO CXBaLlaHe,
4ye MMa CTaTUCTMYECKN 3HaAYMMa KOpenaunoHHa Bpb3ka MeXay apTUKYNauMoOHHUTE U
POHOMOrMYHM rPEeLLUKnN, KOETO NoKasBa KPUTUYHOCT U OBEKTUBHOCT HA MUCIEHETO Ha

OOKTOpaHTa.

4. KpUTnyHM B6enexkun n npenopbKu
[lokTopaHTKaTa ce e cbobpasuna C HanpaBeHUTEe OT MeH 3abenexkm npwu
npegBaputenHo obcwbxaaHe Ha Tpyaa. [NpenopvyBam ga 6bae craHgapTuaupaH

TECTAa N BbBEeOEH B MNpaKkTukaTta.

5. 3akntoyeHue



Taka KOHCTpPYMpaHUAT aBTOPCKM TECT MOXe [a ce npurara KaTo oLeHKa KakTo
Ha CUNHWUTE CTpaHW, Taka U Ha geduunTute BbB (POHOMOIMYHOTO pasBuUTME MpPU
Aeuarta oT npeayymnuiLiHa Bb3pacT. A B NO-LUMPOK NnaH nogobeH Tmn AnarHocTuka e
3HadMma Haur-BeyYe 3a npakTukarta, n TpabBa aa ce pasrnexaa KaTto YyacT OT NOCTOSAHEH
npoLuec Ha oLeHKa 1 pe-oLeHKa Ha KOMYHUKaTUBHUTE KOMMeTeHuun npu geuata. Bb3
OCHOBa Ha TOBa MOe U3noxeHue, ydegeHo npeanaram Ha YneHoBeTe Ha yBaXXaeMoTo
Hay4HO XXypu Aa rrnacyBaTt NOSIOKUTENHO U Aa NpUcbAAT obpasoBaTerniHo-Hay4yHaTa
cteneH Aoktop Ha LiBeTtomupa bpanHoBa B npodecuoHanHoO HanpasreHue 7.4.

O6LuecTBeEHO 3paBe.

Hata: 03. 05. 2023 . MpencenaTen Ha HAy4YHOTO XYpW:

pou. o-p Enka NopaHoBa
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1. Summary data on the candidate's scientific output and activity.

The scientific output and activity of the PhD student Tsvetomira Stefanova
Braynova are summarized in the following groups: 1 Scientific developments; 2.
Publication and project activity; 3. Membership in associations and practical activity. In
the group of scientific developments, a dissertation thesis and an autoreferat are
presented, the content of which corresponds to the dissertation. The paper has been
checked with the Turnitin plagiarism programme and does not exceed the allowable
percentage. In the publication activity group 21 publications are listed, which mainly
concern the diagnosis of language and phonological development in children. Most of
the publications are from participation in student, national and international scientific
forums. She took part in 4 projects and 12 certified trainings. The autoreferat includes
4 publications in peer-reviewed publications, two of which are published abroad, co-

authored with the supervisor on the topic of the dissertation. She is a member of 4



associations, one of which is international. Tsvetomira Braynova is a practicing speech

therapist with many years of experience.

2. Assessing the scientific and practical results and contributions of the

dissertation thesis.

The dissertation thesis is addressed to issues in the field of Phonology and is
distinguished by timely concrete theoretical and applied significance. This importance
is determined by several facts, one of which is related to the change in the School and
Pre-school Education Act (in force since the beginning of 2021) "pre-school education
is compulsory from the school year that begins in the year when a child turns 4 years
old, as parents shall choose one of the studies (full-day, half-day, part-time or
independent) (Art. 8. (1), Amended - SG No 82 of 2020). The other significant fact is
that there are no normative data on patterns of phonological processes in Bulgarian
children in the pre-school period - between the age of three and seven. The third
indisputable fact is that more and more Bulgarian children have language and speech
problems compared to previous decades, due to various reasons, but the most
alarming of them is the replacement of live and real communication with electronic one
since an early age. Therefore, the creation of a new and systematized model for the
diagnosis of phonology in preschool children is not only timely, but also a mandatory
foundation for choosing adequate speech therapeutic strategies and methods for

children with communication disorders.

The dissertation thesis consists of 186 pages and is structured in 3 main chapters
(one theoretical and two empirical), introduction, concluding part, conclusions,
recommendations, contributions, bibliography, and 6 appendices. Empirical facts are
summarized and illustrated with 72 tables and 23 graphs. The bibliography contains

161 sources, of which 30 are in Cyrillic and 131 are in Latin.

The theoretical part of the dissertation offers an in-depth comparative analysis of
different research paradigms related to phonological theories. Emphasis is placed on
the concepts of language, phonetics, phonology, phonological development,
phonological disorder, differential diagnosis in functional disorders of speech sounds.
Up-to-date scientific facts about phonetics and phonology are systematized and the

functional aspect of the speech sound - its linguistic function, as well as "its ability to



distinguish morphemes and word forms in the process of linguistic communication” is

examined.

In the first chapter, through the interpretation of modern scientific studies on
phonological patterns of development, the leading role of impaired phonology for
delays in lexical and grammatical acquisition in children is proven. Issues related to
the search for new possibilities for researching impaired phonological control and
incorrect phonological production, as well as the numerous sound substitutions that
are getting deepened in the following age periods, are being updated. Regarding this
| would highly appreciate the PhD student's efforts to investigate the fundamental
guestion of the dynamics of phonological processes, as well as to defend the thesis
about inter-age variations of language profiles in children from 3 to 7 years of age.
Special attention is paid to the age-related dynamics of phonological development in
the norm, which allows to delineate cause-effect and temporal dependencies in
phonological disorders in children. Theoretical analyses support the thesis of
significant variation in typical language and speech periods and allow the PhD student
to conclude on the need for a phonology and articulation test. From this point of view,
the author defines more and more precisely the parameters of her research question,
directing attention to the search for significant intragroup differences between
phonological and articulatory processes in children. The proposed theoretical analyses
and conclusions demonstrate the PhD student's ability to critically discuss and
systematize current scientific information, to creatively formulate own theses and their
argumentation. The used literary sources are correctly cited in the text and the

literature reference.

In the second chapter it is described the methodology of the scientific research.
The main goal is, by creating an author's test, to collect normative data on the
phonological processes of preschool children. It is supported by concrete tasks, stages
and two working hypotheses. The subject, the object and contingent are described
correctly. The contingent is represented by three hundred and eighty-two children
between the ages of three and seven. Out of that number two hundred and six are girls
and one hundred and seventy-six are boys, divided into four age groups. The selection
of children was made precisely, excluding concomitant sensory, neurological and

intellectual disorders, as well as depriving factors of the environment.



The diagnostic toolkit was designed to analyse the speech of the children studied
at three levels - noun naming, repeated speech and sentence generation. The scientific
methodology contains 34 monosyllabic words, 80 bisyllabic words, 45 trisyllabic words,
9 four-syllabic words, 3 five-syllabic words. The assessment includes an analysis of
children's speech errors in the noun naming tasks — Subtest 1, sentence repetition —

Subtest 2, and generating their own speech by describing pictures — Subtest 3.

The criteria for the description of the phonological assessment tool are clearly
formulated and well systematized. The data are processed according to a detailed

algorithm, and the rating scale is indicated for each subtest.

The results of the empirical study and their discussion are presented in Chapter
Three. Extensive quantitative analysis is presented, in which correlation, variance and
discriminant analyses are discussed, as well as the robustness of the results and
reliability checks. The selection of adequate statistical methods to analyse the
distributions within groups and to search for statistical significance between the studied
aythemes is a laborious research process which is further complicated by the lack of
such methods up to the moment. The test results prove that the picture noun naming
task is sufficiently informative about phonological processes. Whereas the sentence
repetition task does not provide definitive data on preschoolers’ phonological
development. The most informative task turns out to be sentence generation, where,
in addition to data on phonological processes, it yields information about the child's
syntactic and pragmatic skills, the length of their utterances, and the prosody of their

speech.

The summary results of the test prove that 18.6% of children aged 3-4 years are
below the norm of their phonological development. If we compare these data with
similar studies in the foreign literature (pages 39 and 40) these percentages are
alarming enough for this age group of Bulgarian children which once again proves the
timely emergence of such type of diagnostic test.

Thus, the statistically significant conclusions presented on the basis of correctly
processed qualitative and quantitative data refute the common belief that there is a
statistically significant correlation between articulation and phonological errors, which

shows the PhD student’s critical and objective thinking.



3. Critical comments and recommendations

The PhD student has taken into account the comments | made during the
preliminary discussion of the thesis. | recommend that the test should be standardized

and put into practice.

4. Conclusion

The author's test constructed in this way can be applied as an assessment of
both strengths and deficits in phonological development in preschool children. More
broadly, this type of diagnosis is significant especially for practice, and should be
considered as part of an ongoing process of assessment and reassessment of
communicative competence in children. On the ground of my presented review and
opinion, | confidently propose to the members of the honourable scientific jury to vote
positively and to award the PhD degree to Tsvetomira Braynova in the professional
field of 7.4. Public Health.

Date; 3@ May, 2023 Chairwoman of the Scientific Jury:
Assoc.Prof. Elka Goranova, PhD



