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|. OG0o0meHn aHHY 3a HayYHATa MPOAYKIMS M JEWHOCTTA HA KaHIUIaTa

Hoxropant LBeromupa bpaiiHoBa e 3aBbpiimiaa OakanaBbpckaTra CH M MarucTbpcKa
creneH B HoB bearapcku YHuBEpcuTeT, a B MOMEHTa € acUCTEHT KbM Karenpa ,,JIoronenus® B
03V ,,Heodwut Puicku’ u npakTUKyBall JIOrorme . Y4acTBaia € B MHOXKECTBO CepTUDUKAIIMOHHN
oOy4yenust u B 4 mpoekta. UieHyBa B CAPYKEHHS, aCOIMAIMH, €JHA OT KOUTO MEXIYHApOIHA.
ABTOp (B TOBa 4KCIO ChaBTOP) Ha obOwo 20 nmybnukammu 3a nepuoaa ot 2017 no 2022 r., no-
rojsMaTa 4acT OT KOUTO ca MyOJMKyBaHH JOKJIAIN OT CTYAEHTCKH, HALMOHAIHU 1 MEX1yHApOIHU
HayyHH (opyMH, KOETO TOKa3Ba €/HA 3aBHUIHA Hay4yHa aKTUBHOCT. KbM aBTOpedepata
JOKTOpaHTKaTta mocouBa 4 myOnaMKanmuy B HAaydYHW H3AAHHA, JBE OT KOWTO B YyXOWHA, B
ChaBTOPCTBO ChC CBOSI HAy4YE€H PHKOBOJAMTEN, M MO TemaTa Ha JUCEPTALMOHHUS TPYH, C KOETO
HaAXBBHPIIA HeoOXoaumuTe 30 TOUYKH M0 MUHUMATHATE HAIIMOHAIHY U3UCKBAaHUS B HAy9HA 00J1acT
7. 3npaBeona3BaHe U CIOPT.

Il. Ouenka Ha HAyYHUTE U HA IPAKTUYECKUTE PE3YJITATU U IPUHOCH HA JUCEPTALIMOHHUS

TpyA.

JlucepTallMOHHUAT TPy chAbpka 191 cTraHmapTHM CTpaHMLM M BKIIIOYBA YBOJ, TPH
I7IaBH, W3BOJAM, MPUHOCH, 3aKJIIOYEHHE, NPETOPHKH, BB3MOXKHOCTH 3a OBACHIM W3CICIBAHMA,
oubnuorpadus u npuinoxenus B 12 crpanuum. M3non3BaHarta nureparypa ce ¢hCTou OT 162
oubnunorpadcku equauny (31 Ha kupuimua u 131 Ha 1aTuHUIA)

Ilenra Ha TOBa Hay4yHO H3CIEIBaHE € Ja MPOY4YH (DOHOJOTUYHOTO Pa3BUTHE MpPU
TUIIMYHO Pa3BUBAILM ce OBArapcku Jena B NpeaydHInIIHA Bb3pacT U KaTo pe3yiTar Ja Cbh3/Aaje
JMarHOCTUYEH UHCTPYMEHT.

3a nga ObJe MOCTUIHATa Tas3W 1eJl, JOKTOPAHTKAaTa ChbBCEM MPAaBUIIHO MOCOYBA, Y€ €
HE00XO0MMO TOBa J1a CE HAaIPaBH, KaTo ce B3eMarT 10/ BHUMaHKHE €3UMKOBaTa CUCTEMA U 3ByKOBaTa
CTPYKTypa Ha OBJITapCKusi €3uK, 3alI0TO CaMO Taka TeCTHT Ie MMa OCHOBaHME Ja MpeTeHANnpa 3a



HOPMAaTUBHOCT MO OTHOIICHHWE Ha €3HKa, Ha KOMTO ca HOCHUTEIM W3CJICBAHUTE JIHIIA.
Heo6xonumocTTa 0T mo00€eH TeCT € sICHa — U3MO0JI3BAaHEeTO Ha HOPMATHUBHU JaHHU 32 JPYTH €3HULU
[0 OTHOIICHHE Ha PA3BUTUETO HA (DOHOIOTWYHO PABHUINE, KAKTO BIIPOYEM M BHOOIIE HA BCUUKU
JMHTBUCTUYHHU PaBHHUIIA, € HA-MaJIKOTO HAyYHO HEOOOCHOBAHO, J]a HE TOBOPUM, Y€ MO TO3U HAYNH
O1xa MOTJIM Ja Ce HAIPaBAT IMOTPELIHH U3BO/IU, KOUTO J1a JOBE/AAT JI0 IPEIIHa TUarHOCTHKA.

[IbpBa THaBa mpeacTaBisiBa JTUTEpATypeH 0030p, KBIAETO C€ MPEACTaBAT HIKOU
(OHOJIOTHYHHN TEOPUH, KOUTO CTOSIT B OCHOBaTa Ha HM3Y4YaBaHETO Ha JETCKaTa ped, BBIPOCH,
CBBbp3aHM C e3uKa, (oHeTukara u ¢oHonoruiara. Karo H3KIOYMM HAKOM HETOYHOCTH B
TEPMHUHOJIOTUATA (Hampumep ,IIprI00rBane Ha 3BYKOBE, ,»[TOBBPXHOCTHA"
CTPYKTypa/pernpe3eHTanys) U Ap., JAOKTOpPaHTKaTa yCIsBa Ja pasriiefla HakpaTko 0a3oBU U
CbBPEMEHHU TEOpUH, HA KOMTO CE€ OCHOBABAT M3CJICABAHUATA BbB (DOHOJIOTMYHOTO Pa3BUTHE Ha
Jerarta U B TO3M CMHCBJI U3BEXJa M OCHOBHATa TEOpHs, HAa KOATO HEHHOTO M3CIe/BaHE ce
OCHOBAaBa, @ MMEHHO — OOBBP3BAaHETO HAa (DOHOJIOIMYHOTO Pa3BUTHUE MPH JAeLaTa ¢ TPYIAHOCTH NPU
y4JIeHSBaHETO Ha 3ByKoBeTe. JlokTopanT bpaiiHoBa mpescTaBs 3BykoBaTa CTpaHa Ha OBITapCcKus
€3UK, KaTO Ce OMMpa Ha HAKOM OT HAJMYHUTE W3TOYHHIIM, a CBIIO TaKa U 3BYKOBHTE NMPOMEHH,
KOHUTO MPEJICTOH J1a HabJII0/1aBa B CBOETO U3cieqBaHe. bu Mormna fa ce npennsupa TepMHHOIOTHSTA
10 OTHOIICHHUE Ha HAKOM OT MOHATHATA (Harmp. 3ByK — (hoHEeMa — BapuaHTH (c. 18), a chIio Taka aa
ce B3eMe I0]] BHUMAaHUE, 4 B OBJITapCKUsl €3UK HE € IPHUETO J1a C€ TOBOPH 32 HAIMYKE HA JU(PTOHTH
BbB BoKanHaTa cucreMa (c. 21 murt. Boyadzhieva (2015). Karo 1ms10 o6aue B paMKUTe Ha TE3U
gacTu 0e3 M3JIHUIIHO PAa3TOYUTEIICTBO U C sICHA MPEACTaBa 3a LeJITa HA TEOPETUIHOTO BbBEICHUE
BpaiiHoBa npescTaBs TeopeTHUHATa OCHOBA 3a CBOETO M3cieqBaHe. MIHTepecHH OT JIMHIBUCTUYHA
IJIe/IHA TOUKA, 1aXKe MPUHOCHU, MU C€ CTPyBaT YacTUTE, CBbP3aHHU C (POHOJIOTMYHOTO Pa3BUTHE U
(hOHONOTHMYHOTO HapyIIeHHE, OCOOCHO CBOeoOpa3HaTa IMCKYCHs B pPaMKUTE Ha Te3W YacTH,
[IOCBETEHAa Ha TPYIHOCTUTE IIPU OIpeAessIHETO/pa3srpaHUYaBaHETO Ha ApTUKYJIALMOHHUTE U
dononornunure Hapyuienus (c. 30-31). B T03u cMHCBHI € MHTEPECHO HANPUMEp JOKOJIKO KbM
nuTupanata Teopus Ha GoHOIOTHATA KaTO YoBeImKO NoBeneHue Ha Tobin (2009a, 2009b) (c. 34),
CIIOpEJT KOSITO LIeJTa € ,,1a [ce] mocTurae MakcuMaiHa KOMyHUKAIUS IPYU MUHHUMAJIHU YCUITUSL (C.
35), Moxe 51a ce 100aBU CTPEMEKBT KbM O0JIEKUaBaHE HAa ApPTHUKYIAIIMOHHUTE YCUIIHS B KOHTEKCTa
Ha [IpuHnumna 3a peueBo-e3uKOBaTa NKOHOMUS KaTo (haKTop, CBbp3aH C peueBara peanusanusi’ A
IO CE€ OTHACS O AMAarHOCTUIUPAHETO HA NMOCOYCHUTE HapylleHHs, bpaiiHoBa chBCEM KOPEKTHO
M0COYBA, Y€ TPsAOBA CHIIO TaKa Jla C€ OTYUTA M JUAIIEKTHATA CpPe/ia, HATMYMETO Ha OWJIMHTBaIHA
CUTYyaIus u T.H.

BbB BTOpa rmaBa scHO ca nedWHUpPAHU IENTa HA JAUCEPTALMOHHHUSA TPYH, KaKTO H
noa0yAnTe 3a U3BBPIIBAHE HA TOBA M3cie/BaHe. 3a Ja ObJe MOCTUrHATA OIpejesieHarTa Iell, ce
nocTaBAT 9 3amauM, YMATO MOCJIEJOBATEIHOCT M HEOOXOJUMOCT € HAmbJIHO OOOCHOBaHA.
W3cnensanero npeMuHaBa B 6 eTarna, KaTo IPOBEpsiBa 2 HAyYHHU XUIIOTE3U, KOUTO CE OCHOBABaT Ha
CTaTUCTHYECKA ITPOBEPKA Ha MOIy4eHHUTE pe3ynTaTH. JloKTopaHTKaTa aHAJIM3Upa JaHHU OT TOJISIM
Opoii nena — 382, onucaHu Bb3pacTOBO U MOJIOBO B MPOIIEHTHO CHOTHOIIEHHE. MeTo10I0THATa 32
MPOBEXKaHE HAa U3CIIEIBAHETO € ChBCEM SICHO M TOYHO OIMCaHa. B ChIIMs CTHUII ca peICTaBeHu U
OTAENTHUTE CyOTecTOBE, KOWTO BKJIOYBAT OYaKBaHA MPOAYKIMsS (Ha30BaBaHE, MOBTOPEHUE,
TreHepUpPaHEe) Ha PEeUEBU €AMHULIM C pa3NIM4Ha JbJKUHA.

Taxa, noktopanT bpaiiHoBa cb3/1aBa JUArHOCTMYEH MHCTPYMEHTapUyM, pa3paboTeH,
3a Jla aHaJM3upa pedra Ha M3CJEeIBAHMUTE Jella Ha TpU HHUBa. 3a LenTa pa3paboTBa METOJIUKA C
orpenenieH Opod TymH, ChIbpXKAIIM pa3iudeH Opoil cpwuku. CTPEeMEXKbT € J1a Ce OCUTYPAT
HAJCKTH HOPMATHBHH JTaHHU 332 MOJENW Ha (DOHOJOTHYHU TPOIECH TpU OBJITApCKHUTE Jera B
Nepro/ia Ha MPeIyIHIIHIHA Bh3PACT — MEXy TpH U cezieM roauHu. OCcBeH ToBa Ts pa3paboTBa, Ha
0a3aTta Ha NOJyYEHHUTE NAHHW, U WHCTPYMEHT 3a OIIEHKA, KOSTO aBTOMAaTHYHO Ja aHaJIM3Hpa
naHanTe. HaMupam u3ImbIHEHUETO Ha T€3H JBE OCHOBHU JCHHOCTH KaTO N3KITFOUNUTEITHO TPHHOCHO
B o0acTTa, omie rmoseye ye bpaitHoBa 000CHOBaBa M3CIEABAHETO CH B KOMYHHKAaTHBHO-COIHAJICH
KOHTEKCT, KOETO OlIe MOBeYe o MOCTaBs B Ipynara Ha 3HAYMMHUTE U HaJeKalll UHCTPYMEHTH TI0
OTHOILIEHUE Ha PEUYEBO-€3UKOBOTO PAa3BUTHE HA CbBPEMEHHMTE Jella MeX1y 3 ¥ / TOAUHU.



JlycepTallMOHHUAT TPYJ YCTAHOBSBA, Y€ 32 U3CJIe/IBaHEe HAa (POHOJIOTMYHHUTE MPOLIECH B
JIeTCKa Bb3pacT (IIOHE II0 Ce OTHACS JI0 IIeTTUTe Ha TOBA M3CIIe/IBaHE) 3a7a4ara 3a Ha30BaBaHE Ha
CBIIECTBUTEIIHN MMEHA 10 KapTHHA € JOCTaThYHO MH(OpMATHBHA W MPEIOCTaBs M3uepraTesHa
nH(pOpMAaIUs TI0 OTHOIIIEHUE Ha TIocTaBeHaTa 1eil. JIoKTopaHTKaTa mpaBUITHO 3a0eis3Ba, KOSTO Ou
TpsiOBaJIO M J]a ce OYaKBa OT Jella B HOpMa, 4Ye 3a/1a4ara 3a IMOBTOPEHUE Ha U3PEUYCHHUS CE OKa3Ba
JiecHa M Taka MHQPOpMAIMITa, TOIydYeHa OT Hesl HE € peJieBaHTHA 32 (POHOJIOTUYHOTO Pa3BUTHE.
OTHOCHO CHHTaKTHYHHTE W TparMaTHYHUTE KOMIIETEHTHOCTH (IO Cc€ OTHAacs [0 Ta3u
METO0JIOTUs ), IPO30AUATA U IBJKMHATA HA U3Ka3BaHETO, 3a/a4aTa 3a FeHepupaHe Ha U3pEeUeHUs
€ I0CTaThYHO UHPOpPMATHBHA.

Pesynratute oOT Taka NpOBENCHUTE U3CIEABAHUSA BOIAT MJOKTOpPAHTKATa M0
KaTeropu4yHu M3BOJY, Y€ C MOBMIIABAHE HAa Bb3pacTTa Ha U3CJIEIBaHHUTE Aela ,,()OHOJIOrMYHHUTE
MPOLIECH, KOUTO U3M0JI3BAT, 3a [1a YIECHIT U3Ka3BaHUATA CU*, HaMalaBaT. Bee nmak Tyk € BaxHoO Ja
ce II0COYH, Ye CTaBa JAyMa 3a [IOBUIIABAHETO HAa Bb3pacTTa B pAMKUTE Ha M3CJIeIBaHATa Bb3PacToBa
rpyna (3-7 ronuHuM), 3a10TO MPHU TO-TOJIEeMHTE Aena (PEKBEHTHOCTTA HA €JTM3UUTE HAIIPUMEP ChC
CUTYPHOCT III¢ 3allOYHE J1a C€ yBelM4aBa, MPEIBU] HaJTMYHUTE B HayKaTa JOKa3aTeJCTBa 3a
eNM3MATa KaTo Hal-4ecTo cpellaHata 3BYKOBa IPOMsSHa B ChBpPEMEHHaTa OBJrapcka ped
(boxxanmna, 2019). OT TUHTBUCTUYHA TJIeHA TOYKa OM OWJIO MHTEPECHO €THO THIKyBaHHE Ha
MOJYYCHHUTE PE3YJITAaTH, KOETO Kacae HIKOU OT 3ByKOBUTE MPOMEHH (TYK ,,()OHOJIOTMYHH TPELIKH ).
Hanpumep kak ce mpuemar ,,[pelIKH* KaTo peIyKUUsATa Ha TJACHHU, aKO T€ ca M3BBH yJapeHHe,
KaTo ce UMa MPeBUJL, U pelyKIMATa € XapaKTepHa 3a HeylapeHUTe BOKAJIU B ObJITapcKus €3uK, a
CBIIO U HAKOU aCUMMJIAIIMOHHHU TpoLecu?

B mucepraumsta cu bpaiiHoBa pa3zpa®orBa MeTOAONOTHS 32 JAMArHOCTHYEH
UHCTpYMEHTapuyM, 6asupaH Ha Obarapckus e3uk (1), ¢ ouakBaHo (IpeABU JHIICATa HA TOJ00CH
TECT) CEPHO3HO NMPHIIOKEHUE B NPAKTHKAaTa Ha peueBO-e3UKOBUTE TepaneBTH. Toil chiio Taka 6u
MOT'bJI fia Ob/Ie N3I10JI3BaH U 32 CPAaBHEHHE NIPH U3y4yaBaHe Ha JETCKaTa ped B pa3IMYHU Bb3pacTOBU
IpyIU OT JTUHIBUCTUYHA TJIeIHA TOYKA C IIeJl 1a C€ YCTAHOBST U aHAIM3HUPAT ONPECIICHH IPOLIeCH
U SIBIICHUSI B CbBPEMEHHUS OBJITapCKU €3UK.

1. Kputnunu Genexku u nNpenopbku

Hsikon ot Oernexkure ¢ TO3M XapakTep ca ONMUCAHM B NPEIUIIHATA YacT Ha TOBa
cTa”oBumle. Te 3acsraT mpead BCHYKO IbpBa TJIaBa Ha JUCEpTAlUATAa WU TPECTABISABAT
TEPMHUHOJIOTHYHI HETOYHOCTH, KOUTO OMXa MOTJIH J1a c€ M30ETHAT, aKO TEOPETUIHOTO MPEICTABSHE
CE OCHOBaBa Ha MoBeYe OBITAPCKU €3MKOBEICKM TEKCTOBE, KOETO IPETOphYBaM JOKTOPAHTKATA J1a
HaIpaBH, aKO PEId Ja OTIedaTa Tpyaa cu. B TO3M cCMUCHI P OTIEYaTBAHETO J1a C€ B3eMAaT IO
BHHMaHHE ¥ HATMYHUTE HETOYHOCTH B M3Ka3a U OTJCIHH I'PELIKH (OCHOBHO ITyHKTYAI[HOHHH).

Bwnpeku ye aucepranysiTa He € B IMHTBUCTHYHOTO HANpaBlICHUE W HEHATA 11eJ1 He €
Ja TUCKYTHpa BbPXY JHMHIMBUCTUYHUTE TEOPHH 33abJI00YEHO, MpeaBH] (akTa, ue TS MOXKE Ja
NpeJCTaBIsiBA MHTEPEC M 32 YYEHH JIMHIBHCTH, € BAaXKHO Jla ce OTOenexar HIKou (akTu.
doHoorusATa KaTO HAy4YHO HATIPaBIICHHUE B IMHIBUCTHKATA (HE ,,TeMa‘ (C. 5) OT CBOETO Ch3/IaBaHe,
cBbp3aHo ¢ umero Ha @. npo Coctop u cTpykTypanusma (20-te rogunu Ha XX Bek), U3ydyaBa
3BYKOBAaTa CTpaHa Ha €3HKa, a 0OTTaM HACETHE MPEPACTBa U B Pa3TIeKIaHEe HA CTPYKTypaTa Ha e3uKa
n300mo. Ilo ToBa Bpeme 3amouBa Ja ce TOBOPH 3a OUXOMOMUAMA €3UK-PEd M CHOTBETHO 32
pasnukaTta Mexay 3ByK U ¢onema (Bixk. Mimesa, 2005). B To3u cMuChI ce OTKpUBAT U JpeOHU
HETOYHOCTH B TEOPETHYHATA YacT Ha TeKcTa (Hampumep c. 20).

JIbprxa ga otOenexa obaue, ue 10 ce OTHACS 0 MPUHOCHATA YacT Ha TOBA M3CIIE/IBaHE,
MIOCOYCHHUTE TYK OEJICKKU 8 HUKAKDBE CVYAll He 5I OMAN08adicasam, HaIpOTHB 1eJITa UM € JIa ce
MOBMILIM OLIE MMOBEYE CTOMHOCTTA HA TO3U TPYJ, B KOWTO MpPOJIMYaBaT BJIOKEHU TOJEMHU YCUIIUS,
paboTOoCOCOOHOCT, 1ENEeYCTPEMEHOCT U aHATUTUYHOCT.



1V. 3axmrouenne

[IpencraBenata My 3a OLEHKA JHCEPTallUsl € CHBECTHO pa3pabOTeH TPyA — JAETAiIHO
ONMCAaH W TPEICTaBeH B TPAIWLIMUTE Ha TPYIOBETEe OT TO3M akaJeMHUdeH >xaHp. [Iponmuasa
MeToAMYHaTa paboTa, CeprHO3HaTa MOJArOTOBKA M CIIOCOOHOCTTA 3a aHAJIU3 Ha OTPOMEH MO 00eM
peueBu MaTepHall, KaTo ce CiIeBaT CTaHAapTUTE 3a pa3padoTBaHETO Ha NOA00HU TecToBe. He OuBa
na ce mpeHeOpersa ¢GakThT, Y€ JOKTOpPAHT bpaitHoBa paboTw Mo TecTa C SICHOTO Ch3HAHHE 3a
HEO0OXOMMOCTTa TOW Ja JIS)KH Ha OCHOBaTa Ha 3BYKOBUTE CHEIM(PHKU HA OBJTAPCKUS €3UK,
(bpeKBeHTHOCTTa Ha OomnpeacJICHU CIUWHHULIN B €3MKOBaTa pcain3alrd W HAKOU CYNPACCIrMCHTHU
0COOEHOCTH, KOeTo ariogupaM. PazpaboTeHusAT TecT € HeoOXOAMM U BApBaM, Ue I1e¢ MMa CBOETO
HOCTOﬁHO MACTO KaKTO B HayYHAaTa, TaKka U B IIPAKTHUYCCKATa pa60Ta Ha Jiororneau u JINHI'BUCTH.

ABTOpedepaThT CHOTBETCTBA HA ChABPYKAHUETO HA IUCEPTALMOHHUS TPYA.

TpyasT e npemMuHAI IPOBEPKA Ha MPOrpaMaTa 3a aBTEHTUYHOCT Ha Gupmara ,, Turnitin® u
HC HAAXBBPJIA JOIMYCTUMHUA ITPOLCHT ChbBIIAACHUSA.

[IpenBua mocoueHOTO B TOBAa CTAaHOBUIIE M NPEICTaBEHUTE OT JOKTOpaHT bpaiiHoBa
IMCepTAalOHEeH TPy, aBTopedepar u myOiauKamnuu, riacyBaM yBEpPeHO ,,3A" MpHCHKIAHETO HA
Hay4yHaTa U oOpa3oBarteiiHa crereH ,,JJoktop* Ha [[Beromupa bpaiiHoBa.

Hara: 30.04.2023 1. UiieH Ha HAyYHOTO JKYpH:

Hou. n-p I'eprana [Tagapesa-Mnuesa



South-West University “Neofit Rilski”

OPINION

from assoc. prof. Gergana Padareva-llieva, PhD, South-West University “Neofit Rilski”

for obtaining the educational and scientific degree "Doctor" (PhD) / scientific degree “Doctor of
Science” in professional field 7. ,,Healthcare and sport”, professional field 7.4. ,Public health®, PhD
Program , Logopedy”

with a dissertation on the topic: “DIAGNOSTIC TEST FOR PHONOLOGY RESEARCH IN PRESCHOOL AGE
CHILDREN?”,

presented by Tsvetomira Braynova, doctoral student in the Department of Logopedy

with supervisor: Assoc. Prof. Miglena Simonska, PhD

l. Summary data on the candidate's scientific output and activity

PhD student Tsvetomira Braynova completed her bachelor's and master's degrees at New
Bulgarian University, and is currently an assistant at the Department of Logopedy at South-West
University “Neofit Rilski” and a practicing speech therapist. She participated in numerous certification
trainings and in 4 projects. He is a member of associations, one of which is international. Author (and
co-author) of a total of 20 publications for the period from 2017 to 2022, the majority of which are
published reports from student’s, national and international scientific forums, which shows an
enviable scientific activity. 4 publications are indicated in the abstract, two of which are published
abroad, in co-authorship with her scientific supervisor, and on the topic of the dissertation work. She
exceeds the required 30 points according to the minimum national requirements in scientific field 7.
Health care and sports.

Il. Evaluation of the scientific and practical results and contributions of the dissertation work.

The dissertation contains 191 standard pages and includes an introduction, three chapters,
conclusions, contributions, conclusion, recommendations, future research opportunities, bibliography
and appendices in 12 pages. The used literature consists of 162 bibliographic units (31 in Cyrillic and
131 in Latin).

The purpose of this scientific research is to study phonological development in typically
developing Bulgarian preschool children and as a result to create a diagnostic tool.

In order to achieve this goal, PhD student quite rightly points out that it is necessary to do
this by taking into account the linguistic system and the sound structure of Bulgarian language,
because only then the test will have grounds to claim normativity in terms of the language, which is
the mother tongue for the children involved. The need for such a test is clear — using normative data
for other languages in terms of development at the phonological level, as well as at all linguistic levels,
is at least scientifically unfounded and this even could lead to wrong conclusions and wrong diagnosis.

The first chapter is a literature review, which presents some phonological theories that
underlie the study of children's speech, issues related to language, phonetics and phonology.



Excluding some inaccuracies in the terminology (e.g. "pridobivane" of sounds, "povarhnostna"
structure/representation), etc., PhD student manages to briefly present the basic theories on which
the research in children's phonological development is based and in this sense brings out the main
theory on which her research is based, namely — linking phonological development in children with
difficulties in articulating sounds. PhD student Braynova presents the sound system of Bulgarian
language, relying on some of the available sources, as well as the sound changes that she is about to
observe in her research. The terminology could be specified in relation to some of the concepts (e.g.
sound — phoneme —variants (p. 18), and it should also be taken into account that in Bulgarian language
no diphthongs are found in the vowel system (p. 21 cit. Boyadzhieva (2015). However, within these
parts, briefly and with a clear idea of the purpose of the theoretical introduction, Braynova presents
the theoretical basis for her research. | find the sections on phonological development and
phonological disorder interesting and also helpful, especially the kind of discussion within these
sections on the difficulties in defining/differentiating articulatory and phonological disorders (pp. 30-
31). In this sense, it is interesting, for example, to what extent the presented Tobin's (2009a, 2009b)
(p. 34) Theory of Phonology as Human Behavior, according to which the goal is "to [achieve] maximum
communication with minimum effort" (p. 35), can be related to the ease of articulatory efforts in the
context of the Theory of Speech-Language Economy? Of course, as far as the diagnosis of such
disorders is concerned, Braynova quite correctly points out that the dialect environment, the presence
of a bilingual situation, etc., must also be taken into account.

In the second chapter, the purpose of the dissertation work, as well as the motivations for
carrying out this research, are clearly defined. In order to achieve the goal, 9 tasks are set, the
sequence and necessity of which is fully justified. The research goes through 6 stages, checking 2
scientific hypotheses, which are based on statistical verification of the obtained results. PhD student
analyzed data from a large number of children - 382, described by age and gender in a percentage
ratio. The methodology for conducting the research is quite clearly and accurately described. The
subtests, which include expected production (naming, repetition, generation) of speech units of
different lengths, are presented in the same precision. Thus, PhD student Braynova created a
diagnostic tool developed to analyse the speech of the examined children at three levels. For this
purpose, she develops a methodology with a certain number of words containing a different number
of syllables. The aim is to provide reliable normative data on patterns of phonological processes in
Bulgarian children in the period of preschool age - between three and seven years. In addition, she
develops, on the basis of the obtained data, an evaluation tool that automatically analyses the data. |
find the implementation of these two main activities extremely contributing to the field, especially
since Braynova bases her research in a communicative-social context, which even more places it in
the group of significant tools regarding the speech-language development of Bulgarian children
between 3 and 7 years.

The dissertation finds that for the study of phonological processes in children’s speech (at
least as far as the objectives of this study are concerned) the task of naming nouns from a picture is
sufficiently informative and provides comprehensive information regarding the set goal. PhD student
correctly observes, as should be expected of children not diagnosed with CD, that the sentence
repetition task turns out to be easy and thus the information she receives is not relevant to
phonological development. Regarding syntactic and pragmatic competences (as far as this
methodology is concerned), prosody and utterance length, the sentence generation task is sufficiently
informative.

The results of the studies carried out lead Braynova to definite conclusions that as the age
of the studied children increases, "the phonological processes they use to facilitate their utterances"
decrease. However, it is important to point out here that we are talking about the increase in age
within the studied age group (3-7 years), because in the speech of teenage children the frequency of



elisions, for example, will certainly start to increase, given the available in science evidence for elision
as the most common sound change in modern Bulgarian speech (Bozhanina, 2019).

In her dissertation, Braynova develops a methodology for a diagnostic tool based on
Bulgarian language (!), with an expected (given the lack of a similar test) serious application in the
practice of speech-language therapists. It could also be used for comparison when studying children's
speech in different age groups from a linguistic point of view in order to establish and analyse certain
processes and phenomena in modern Bulgarian language.

Il Critical notes and recommendations

Some notes of this nature are described in the previous part of this opinion. They primarily
concern the first chapter of the dissertation and represent terminological inaccuracies, a significant
part of which could be avoided if the review was based on more Bulgarian linguistic works, which |
recommend to be done if Braynova decides to publish her thesis. In this sense, the available language
inaccuracies, as well as punctuation mistakes should also be taken into account.

Although the dissertation is not in the linguistic field and its purpose is not to discuss
linguistic theories in depth, given the fact that it may be of interest to linguists too, it is important to
note some facts. Phonology is a scientific field in linguistics (not a "topic" (p. 5), and since its
appearance, associated with the name of F. de Saussure and structuralism (20s of the XX century),
studies the sounds of languages, and from there it grew into an examination of the structure of the
language in general. At that time, the language-speech dichotomy and, accordingly, the difference
between sound/phone and phoneme (see llieva, 2005) were set in Linguistics. In this sense, minor
inaccuracies are also found later in the theoretical part of the text (for example, p. 20).

However, | would like to point out, that the remarks mentioned here in no way detract from
the contribution of this work, on the contrary, their purpose is to increase even more the value of the
thesis, in which great effort, efficiency, analyticity and determination are evident.

V. Conclusion

The dissertation submitted for evaluation is a conscientiously developed work - described in
detail and presented in the traditions of this academic genre. It reveals PhD student Braynova as a
researcher with an ability to analyse a huge volume of speech material, following the standards for
the development of such tests. We should not ignore the fact that PhD student Brainova worked on
the test with a clear awareness of the need for it to be based on the sound specifics of Bulgarian
language, the frequency of certain units in the language realization and some suprasegmental
features, which | applaud.

The developed test is necessary and | believe it will have its rightful place in both the
scientific and practical work of speech therapists and linguists.

The abstract corresponds to the content of the dissertation work.

The paper has been verified by the Turnitin authenticity program and does not exceed the
allowable percentage of matches.

Given the stated in this opinion and taking into account the presented dissertation work and
scientific research | give confidently my positive assessment and recommend to the esteemed



members of the Academic Board to award Tsvetomira Braynova the educational and scientific degree
“Doctor”.

30t April 2023 Jury member: Assoc. Prof. Gergana Padareva-llieva, PhD



