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1. lanHuM 32 1UCePTAHTA

[Ipe3 2013 r. IIBeromupa bpaitHoBa 3aBbpiBa OakanaBbpcka crerneH B Hos Boiarapcku
Vuusepcuret 1o busznec agmuuncrpanus. [Ipe3 2017 r. momydasa Mmarucrepceka cremnel 1o Ezukosa u
pedeBa naronorus B cbiusi yHuBepcurer. Ot 2018 . e gokropanT B FOrozamanen yHuBepcUTET
»Heopur Puncku® B bnaroesrpaa. B covmoro Bpeme ot 2017 ronuua LiBeromupa bpaitHoBa

pabotu karo sorones B OHTO EOO/] u e acuctent B FO3YV.

2. JlanHU 32 JOKTOpaHTyparTa

JIoKkTOpaHTKara € M3I'BJIHWIA BCUYKM W3UCKBAHMS W YCIEIIHO € IOJIOKWIA U3IHUTUTE U
HEOOXOJUMUTE JTOKTOPAHTCKM MUHUMYMH. JlokTopaHTKkara uMa 21 myOnukamnuu, oT KouTo 4 ca
IPSKO CBbP3aHU C U3cIeloBaTeNicKkara i paboTa 1o Temara Ha qucepranusara. JJoopo BnedarieHue
npaBsAT ydactusTa Ha L{Betomupa bpaitHoBa B peaniia npoekTH u oOyueHHs C LeJl TOBHUIaBaHe Ha

HelfHaTa KBauuKamms.



3. JlaHHu 3a qucepTranuaTa

Temara Ha gucepTalMOHHUS TPYN ,,JlMarHOCTHYEH TeCT 3a u3ciieABaHe Ha (OHOJIOTHS MPU
Jena B IMpeaydiIdIHa Bh3pacT® € M3KIIOUUTEIHO aKTyallHa mopaau ¢akra, ye B OBIrapcKoTo
HAy4YHO MPOCTPAHCTBO TECTOBETE, HACOUEHU KbM H3CIJIE/IBAHE HA JCTCKOTO €3MKOBO U TOBOPHO
pa3BUTHE, Ca H3KJIIOUUTEIIHA PSAKOCT. ABTOpKara TOCTaBs BbB (DOKyca Ha CBOETO HAy4YHO
uscnenBaHe (OHOJIOTMYHOTO pa3BUTHE NPU THUIMYHO pa3BUBAllM ce€ OBIArapcku Jena B
OpeIyYyMIMIIHA BB3PACT, 32 Ja OCUTYPH HAJEKIHM HOPMATHUBHU JIaHHU 32 MOJEJIHUTE Ha
(OHOJIOTHYHU MPOIIECH B TIEPUOIa MKy TpeTaTa U CeJMara TOIUHU OT Pa3BUTHETO Ha Jerara.
Hucepramusita BKJIIOYBA YBOI, TPU IJIAaBH, HM3BOAM, IPUHOCH, 3aKJIIOUYEHUE, MPENOPBKU U
NpeICTaBsHE Ha BB3MOKHOCTUTE 3a ObJemu wu3cienBaHus. TekcTsT € B obeM oT 162
ChABPIKATEIHW CTPAaHUIM M BKIo4YBa 72 Tabmuum, 2 durypu, 36 rpaduku. Lutupanara
nuteparypa obxBama 162 usrounuka (31 Ha xupununa u 131 Ha naTuHMIQ) U TPHIOKECHHUS,
U3JI0KEHU B 12 cTpaHuIy.

B yBoma aBropkara 000CHOBaBa akTyaJHOCTTa M Hay4yHaTa 3HAUMMOCT Ha TeMara.
JlyucepTanuoHHUAT TPY/ MpaBu JOOPO BIIEYATICEHUE C TOBA, Y€ OIIE BbB BHBEICHHUETO Ca OMHUCAHU

OYaKBAHUTC U ITOJTYUCHUTEC PE3YIITATH.

Hayunara obocHoBka Ha aucepranusTa € npeacraBeHa B IIbpea miaBa JIMTEPATYPEH
OB30P. Pa3rnenana e ocHOBHara paMka, CBbp3aHa ¢ (POHOJOTMUHUTE TEOPHH, CHIIHOCTTA Ha
donetukara u (oHoJOTHATA, (POHOJIOTUYHOTO Pa3BUTHE HA JlellaTa B MpoIleca Ha yCBOSIBAaHE Ha
TOBOPUMHUS €3UK U MPOSBUTE Ha (POHOJIOTMYHUTE HapylleHus. B Ta3u mbpBa 11aBa ca ONUCaHU U
pa3IMYHM MOJETM 3a JUArHoCTMKa Ha (HOHOJOTMYHOTO pa3BUTHE U HEOOXOJUMOCTTAa OT
IuQepeHIMaiHa JUarHoCTUKAa ChC CXOAHUTE CHCTOSHUA. TE€OPEeTUUHOTO M3JIOKEHHE IOKa3Ba
3a1b100YEeHUTEe TIO3HAHMUA HA JIOKTOpaHTKara Mo u3cienBaHara Ttemaruka. OTkposiBa ce
npeacTaBsHeTo Ha OnNTUMallHaTa TEOpHs, KaKTO W HW3JIOKEHUTE JaHHU 3a JIMHEWHHUTE U
HEJIMHEWHUTE TEOpUH, CBbpP3aHU C (oHoJorusiTa U (OHOJIOTMYHOTO pa3BUTHE. ABTOpKaTa
IIEJICHACOUEHO Cce apryMeHTHpa 3a Hu30opa jga Oazupa CBOETO H3CIEABAHE Ha TeOopusATa Ha
ecrectBeHara (oHonorus. IlpaBu 100po BHeyaTieHHWEe BELIMHATa, C KOSATO ca 0000IIeHH
XapaKTEPUCTUKUTE Ha ObJrapckara ¢GoHEeTHYHAa W (OHOJOTHMYHU CHCTEMH KakTo U
XapaKTePUCTUKUTE Ha (POHOJIOTMYHUTE MPOLIECH, ONUCAHU OT Pa3IMYHHU aBTOPH, B TOBA YHCIIO U
NPEACTaBIHETO HAa ObJIrapcKusi onutT. M3nokeHueTo OM cTaHallo MO-ITBJIHOIIEHHO MO OTHOLIEHHE
HA XapaKTePUCTHKUTE Ha €3UKOBOTO M (POHOIOTUYHOTO PA3BUTHE Ha OBJITApCKUTE Jela, ako B
Hero Osxa BKIIoYeHW U TpyaoBeTe Ha Enena AnmonoBa, Benka IlomoBa u Ilonka JlronikaHosa.

[IpenopruBaM mO-TOYHA ymoTrpeba Ha M3pa3W Karo ,,63MKOBO HUBO M 3aMsHara ¢ ,,e3MKOBO



paBHuUILIE", KAKTO U MpPELU3UpaHe N0 OTHOUIEHUE Ha TEPMUHH KaTo ,,U3TPUBAHE  HA CPUUKA, 3BYK
U T.H. ¥ ynoTpeda Ha Mo-MOAXOASIIM Karo ,,0MpoCTsIBaHe™ WK ,u3nagaHe”. B Ta3u mbpBa riaBa
CbBCEM YMECTHO JIETAlIHO ca aHaJIM3UpaHU CHBPEMEHHUTE BEPCUU Ha Kilacuduxaropure -
Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders - 5 (DSM-5) (American Psychiatric
Association (APA) (2013), International Classification of Diseases — 10 (ICD-10) World Health
Organization (WHO) (2007), The International Classification of Functioning, Disability and
Health (ICF) (WHO, 2001) u International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health
children and youth version (ICF-CY) (WHO, 2007). IIpaBu 100po BIieuaTjcHHE U BEIMHATA, C
KOATO T€ ca mpeacraBeHu. OOOOIMICHHETO W W3BOJAUTE B Kpas Ha TEOPETHUYHHUS 0030p IUIABHO

BBBCKIAT KbM CJICABAIINTC YaCTH HAa AUCCPTAUUOHHUA TPYI.

BsB Bropa maa METOOJIOT' M HA HAYYHOTO U3CJIEABAHE ca onucanu nenra,
3a/1a4nTe, €TAUTE Ha U3CIIEABAHETO, XUIIOTE3UTE, 00EKTa U MPEeIMETa Ha HAyYHOTO M3CJIEIBAHE U
KOHTHHTeHTa. OTIEIHO ca MPeICTaBeH! KOHIICTIIHUATA M METOAOJIOTHUATA Ha HAyYHOTO U3CIIe/IBaHE
KakTO M METOJUTE Ha cTaructuyecka oopadorka. Llenara e hopmynupana TOYHO U BBIIPEKU TOBA
MMa HW3BECTHU IMPOTHBOPEYMS IO OTHOIICHHE HAa TOBAa JaldM TS € HAcoYeHa KOHKPETHO KbM
Ch3aBAaHETO HA TECTOBH MHCTPYMEHT WJIM KbM CHOMpAHETO HAa HOPMATHBHU JaHHU. Moxe Ou e
YMECTHO J1a ObJIe pa3/esiieHa Ha JIBe YacTH, 3a J1a C€ aHAJU3HUpa BIIOCIEACTBUE KOS OT T€3U YaCTH €
U3MBIHEHA U B KaKBa CTEMEH. 3ajaduTe ca (OpMYIHUpaHH TOYHO M SICHO, KOETO € JOBENO [0
JIOTUYECKH TOCTpOEHaTa CTPYKTypa Ha M3J0KEHUWETO B CleABallara IvlaBa Ha JHUCEepTaluATa.
ETanuTe Ha M3cienBaHeTo 0 rojsiMa CTENEH MPETOKPUBAT MOCIEA0BATETHOCTTA Ha 3a/Ia4UTe, HO
ca J100Bp OpHEHTHp B Ipolleca Ha padoTa Ha camHsl JOKTOpPAHT. XUIOTE3UTE OTrOBApAT Ha
MOCTaBeHara IeJl. YYacTHHUIIM B M3CJIEABAHETO ca MPOU3BOIHO M30panu 382 nema mexnay 3 u 7
TOJMHU, Pa3NpeeIeHUeTO MO TMOJ M Bb3pacT HE € CUMETPUYHO, KoeTo Ou Ouno nobpe ma ce
00SICHH ¥ apTyMEHTHpPa B U3JIOKEHHETO. JJoKTOpaHTKaTa M3MoJ3Ba pa3pabOTeH aBTOPCKHU TECT 3a
aHaau3 Ha (POHOJOTMYHOTO pa3BUTHE Ha Jenara B TPEAydrJIMIIHA BB3pacT. Bowopexu
CPaBHHUTEITHO OOCTOWHOTO MpECTaBsIHE Ha U3CIIeN0BATEIICKUSI HHCTPYMEHT, Ou Omiio o0pe na ce
U3JI0KU KaK TOYHO TOW € OWUJl CTPYKTypupaH, Jalid € MMalio IMbpBOHAYajHa ampoOarus, Koe e
HAJIOXKWJIO BKJTIOYBAHETO HA OMpeNesieHUs Opoil TyMH, H3PEUEHUS U T.H. BbB Bpb3Ka C HETOBOTO
OKOMITJIeKTOBaHe. Karo 1sut0 B Ta3w 4YacT JIOKTOpAaHTKara IIOKa3Ba JOOpM YMEHHs 3a
MOCJIEIOBATEIIHO TIJIAaHWpaHe, OpraHU3MpaHe U MPOBEXKIAaHE HA EKCIIEPUMEHTAIHO H3CJIE/IBAaHE.
CraTucTUuecKuTe METOAM Ca OMMCAaHU KOPEKTHO, HO TBHP/E MOAPOOHO, KOETO HE € HEOOXOAMMO

3a MEeJINTE Ha JUCEPTAITHOHHUS TPY/L.



B Tpera miaBu na nuceprauusita PE3VJITATU U AHAJIM3 HA PE3VIITATUTE OT
HAYUYHOTO M3CJIEJIBAHE B Hawyanoto ce mpeacrtaBs ooOmara nHGopMalus 3a U3CiIeIBaHUTE
JUIa, KaTo JI0 M3BECTHA CTENEH IPHUIIOKPHBA MPEICTAaBEHOTO BHB BTOpa IVIaBa, M3JIOKEHO € U
CPEIHOTO BpeME 3a CHpaBsiHE C TECTOBUS MHCTPYMEHT C II€J1 ONTUMM3MpaHE Ha Ipolieca Ha
W3Clie/IBaHe IPU HETOBOTO H3MoJi3BaHe. B Te3m vactu Ha auceprauuonHus tpya LlBeromupa
bpaiinoBa moka3zBa m00puW yMEHHs 3a W3JaraHe Ha pe3ylITaTUTe 3a TPUTE YacTH Ha
W3CIICIOBATEIICKUS MHCTPYMEHT M TSIXHOTO IIOCJEAOBATEIHO HWHTEpIpeTupaHe. BbB Bpb3Ka ¢
pa3ChXKIEHUATA Ha JOKTOpaHTa MO OTHOIIEHUE HAa TOBAa, KOM JIyMH € YMECTHO Ja OTIagHaT 3a
€IHa WIH Jpyra Bb3pacToBa rpyma, OMX Mpernopbyayia TOBa Ja C€ aHAIM3HWpPa BBHB BpPB3Ka C
WH(OPMATUBHOCTTA HAa TPEIHIKUTE, KOUTO JOMyCKaT Jenara U ¢ OTMaJaHeTO Ha OMNpeAesieHU
(OHOJIOTUYHHU TPOIECH 3a ChOTBETHATa Bb3pAcT. ENMH CBINECTBEH MPUHOC HA JUCEPTAIUATA B
HAYYHOTO IMPOCTPAHCTBO € PAHKUPAHETO Ha (DOHOJOTUYHHUTE IMPOICCH, KOUTO Ca THUIHYHU 3a
JaZieHa BB3PACT WM 3aTbPKAHETO, Ha KOWUTO B OMNPEACIICH NEPHOA OT JACTCKOTO pPa3BHUTHE,
MOKa3BaT HapylieHO ()OHOJOTHMYHO pa3BUTHE. ABTOpKara € IMocliefoBaTeliHa B M3JI0KEHUETO U
OMKMCAHMETO Ha MoJlyueHaTa Oorara 0a3a OT JaHHM, TS IMOKa3Ba yYMEHUETO Jla aHAIU3Upa U
WHTEpPIpPETHpa TMOINYyYECHUTE pe3yiaTartd. BbB Bpb3Ka € pe3ylTaruTe OT BTOpUS CYOTECT
npenopbyYBaM, HU3PEUCHUATA, BKIIOUCHHU B HETO, Ja ObJaT YCIOXKHEHU WM TOW Ja ce M3I0JI3Ba
camo mpu nenara ot 3 1o 4 ronuuu. Pesynrarute oT cyoTecT 3 ca mpeacTaBeHH MOCIEI0BATEIHO
u 1soctHo. [Beromupa bpaitHoBa nemoHcTpupa 1o0pu ymeHus 3a 000011aBaHe Ha JAHHUTE U
UHTEpIpeTUpane Ha pesyaTtarute. [IpunokeHWTe CTAaTUCTUYECKH KOpEJallud ca TOJIE3HU BbB
Bpbh3Ka C YCTAaHOBSIBAHETO Ha BpPbB3KAaTa MEXAY NPHIOKEHHTE CyOTECTOBE, €CTEeCTBOTO Ha
TPEIIKUTE U CHOTHOIICHHETO Ha CrPEIICHUTE ChIVIACHU. BBIIpEeKkH ToBa TE3W pe3yiaTarH Ouxa
Mornu Aa Obaar oOeAMHEHW B MO-CTETHATH Tabmuiu c mocneasaim aHanu3. OT HMHTEpec 3a
JororeInyHaTa MpPaKTHKa € W aHajdu3a Ha apTUKYJIAMOHHUTE HapyLIeHUs B TO3M BbB3PACTOB
nuanaszoH. IlpeacraBeHuTe MaHHU OT JUCKPUMHHAHTHHUS MOJEN TOKa3BaT BHUCOK IMPOIICHT
JIOCTOBEPHOCT Ha TMOJYYCHUTE pe3yaATaTd U AudEepeHIMpaHeTO Ha HW3CIEABAHUTE Jema IIo
OTHOIIICHHE Ha TeXHUTEe (poHONMOrMYHHM yMeHus. [IpumaraHeTo Ha TECT — pe-TeCT JEMOHCTpHpa

BHCOKO HMBO Ha HAACKIHOCT Ha HAITPABCHOTO U3CJICIBAHC.

4. TeopeTHYHHM ¥ HAYYHO-TIPHJIOKHH IPHMHOCH HA JHCEPTALMOHHUS TPYA:

OT mieqHa TOYKa Ha TEOPETUYHOTO €CTECTBO TO3M AUCEPTALMOHEH TPYH AONpPHUHACS 4upe3
MPEICTaBIHETO HAa CHCTEMaTH3UpaH MOJEN 3a JUarHoCTMKa Ha (OHOJIOTHATA Ha Jela B
NpeayymiIniiHa Bb3pacT B bbiarapus karo mpenocraBs HabOp OT JUArHOCTHUYHU TECTOBE,

AaHaMHE3Ha KapTa, IMPOTOKOJIH 3a OLCHKA, IMPHUIOXKKMH B IIpolecCa Ha AWMArHOCTHKA. Hoso u ¢



IMPAKTHUYCCKa CTOMHOCT € Ch3JaBaHETO Ha ABTOMAaTnU4Ha, CJIICKTPOHHA Ta6JII/IL[a 3a U34YUCIIBAHC Ha
(bOHOHOFI/ILIHI/ITC Ip€IIKH, KOCTO VYICCHsABA aHalu3a KW aBTOMAaTUYHO IIPCACTaBsA pPE3yiiTara,
INOCTHUTHAT OT ACTCTO. Bcuuko ToBa moguyeprasa IIPUHOCUTE, HACOYCHH KaKTO KbM TCOPHUATA, TaKa

" KbM IIPAKTHUKATa B oOnacTTa Ha JjoromncausaTa.

5. Bbnpocu u npenopbKH KbM JTOKTOPAHTA:

1. [IpenopbkaTa MU € HacoYeHa KbM TOBA YacT OT TAOJUIIUTE M aHAJIM3UTE B CTATUCTUKATA,
npelncTaBeHa H Tpera riiaBa Ha AMCEpTaluAaTa, Ja ObAAT OKPYIMHEHH B TMO-KOMIIAKTHU TaKWBa
W/WJIH 9acT OT TAX Ja ObJIaT M3HECCHH B MPUIIOKCHHUE.

2. BwopochT MM KbM JIOKTOpPAHTKAaTa € HAacOYeH KbM HalpaBeHaTa CBIIOCTaBKa Ha
pe3yJITaTUTe OT M3CIICABAHETO MEKIY MOMHYETATa M1 MOMYETATa, BKIOYCHHU B Hero. Kou maHHM
OT HAJTMYHUTE W3CIICABAHMSI, MPOBEICHU C OBJITAPCKU Jela WIW JaHHH OT JAPYTd W3TOYHHIIH,
MOpOJINXa TEHEPUPAHETO HA XUIIOTE3a 32 YCTAHOBSIBAHE HA PA3JIMYMATA 10 TOJI IO OTHOIIICHUE Ha

(OHOJIOTUYHOTO pa3BUTHE?

3akioyenune: J[OKTOpaHTKaTa IOKa3Ba ChbBPEMEHHO 0Oa3MpaHa TEOPETUYHA MOJATOTOBKA B
KOMOMHAIUS C IOCIEAOBATETHOCT M YMEHMSA 3a OPraHM3MpaHe U IPOBEXKIAaHE HA HAydHO
u3cinenBaHe. J(MCepTAMOHHUAT TPy[ Ce€ OTIMYaBa CbC 3abJ00OYEHA AHAJIUTUYHOCT TIPHU
00paboTKaTa Ha MOJYyYEHUTE JaHHU, KOETO C€ JEMOHCTPUPA C ApTyMEHTUPAHU aHAJIU3U, U3BOAU U

IMPUHOCHU B TCOPCTUYCH U B IIPAKTUKO-IIPUIIOKCH IIJIaH.

Ha ocHoBara Ha Te3u 3aKiItO4eHUsl YOE€AECHO JaBaM CBOs IOJOKHUTENIEH BOT M IIpe/ularaM Ha
yBa)KaeMHTE WICHOBE Ha HAyYHOTO XYpH Jla NpUCHAAT Ha L[Beromupa bpaiinoBa oOpa3oBarenHara

Y HAay4Ha CTEIEH ,,JJOKTOP .
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1. Data on the doctoral student

In 2013, Tsvetomira Brainova graduated with a bachelor's degree in New Bulgarian
University in Business Administration. In 2017, he received a master's degree in Language and
Speech Pathology at the same university. Since 2018, he has been a doctoral student at
Southwestern University "Neofit Rilski" in Blagoevgrad. At the same time, since 2017,
Tsvetomira Brainova has been working as a speech therapist at ONTO Ltd and she is an assistant

at Southwest University "Neofit Rilski".

2. Data on doctoral studies

The doctoral student has fulfilled all the requirements and successfully passed the exams
and the necessary doctoral minimums. The PhD student has 21 publications, of which 4 are
directly related to her research work on the topic of the dissertation. A good impression is made
by the participation of Tsvetomira Brainova in a number of projects and trainings aimed at

increasing her qualifications.



3. Data for the dissertation

The topic of the dissertation "Diagnostic test for the study of phonology in preschool
children” is extremely relevant due to the fact that in the Bulgarian scientific space, tests aimed at
the study of children's language and speech development are extremely rare. The author focuses
her research on the phonological development of typically developing Bulgarian preschool
children in order to provide reliable normative data on the patterns of phonological processes in
the period between the third and seventh years of children's development. The dissertation
includes an introduction, three chapters, inferences, contributions, conclusion, recommendations
and presentation of opportunities for future research. The text is 162 pages long and includes 72
tables, 2 figures, 36 graphs. The cited literature covers 162 sources (31 in Cyrillic and 131 in
Latin) and appendices, set out in 12 pages.

In the introduction, the author justifies the topicality and scientific significance of the topic.
The dissertation makes a good impression in that the expected and obtained results are described

in the introduction.

The scientific justification of the dissertation is presented in Chapter One, LITERATURE
REVIEW. The basic framework related to phonological theories, the nature of phonetics and
phonology, the phonological development of children in the process of acquiring spoken language
and the manifestations of phonological disorders are examined. This first chapter also describes
different models for the diagnosis of phonological development and the need for differential
diagnosis with similar conditions. The theoretical presentation shows the in-depth knowledge of
the doctoral student on the researched topic. The presentation of the Optimal Theory stands out,
as well as the presented data on the linear and non-linear theories related to phonology and
phonological development. The author purposefully argues for the choice to base her research on
the theory of natural phonology. The skill with which the characteristics of the Bulgarian phonetic
and phonological systems are summarized, as well as the characteristics of the phonological
processes described by various authors, including the presentation of the Bulgarian experience,
makes a good impression. The exhibition would become more complete in terms of the
characteristics of the linguistic and phonological development of Bulgarian children if the works
of Elena Andonova, Velka Popova and Tsonka Lyutskanova were also included in it. | recommend
more precise use of terms such as “esuxoBo HuBO* and the replacement of “e3uxoBo paBHUIIE™
[there is a difference in the Bulgarian language], as well as clarification regarding terms such as

“u3rpuBane” Of a syllable, sound, etc. and use of more appropriate ones such as “ompoctsBane” or



“usnamane” [there is a difference in the Bulgarian language]. In this first chapter, the modern
versions of the classifiers are analyzed in quite relevant detail: Diagnostic and Statistical Manual
of Mental Disorders - 5 (DSM-5) (American Psychiatric Association (APA) (2013), International
Classification of Diseases — 10 (ICD-10) World Health Organization (WHO) (2007), The
International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health (ICF) (WHO, 2001) and
International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health children and youth version
(ICF-CY) (WHO, 2007). The skill with which they are presented also makes a good
impression.The summary and conclusions at the end of the theoretical overview smoothly lead to

the next parts of the dissertation.

In Chapter Two METHODOLOGY OF THE SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH, the purpose, tasks,
stages of the research, hypotheses, object and subject of the scientific research and the contingent
are described. The concept and methodology of the scientific research as well as the methods of
statistical processing are presented separately. The objective is clearly stated, yet there is some
controversy as to whether it is aimed specifically at the creation of a test instrument or at the
collection of normative data. It may be appropriate to divide it into two parts in order to
subsequently analyze which of these parts has been fulfilled and to what extent. The tasks are
formulated precisely and clearly, which led to the logical structure of the exposition in the next
chapter of the dissertation. The stages of the research largely overlap the sequence of tasks, but
are a good guide in the work process of the doctoral student himself. The hypotheses correspond
to the stated purpose. Participants in the study were randomly selected - 382 children between 3
and 7 years old, the distribution by gender and age is not symmetrical, which would be good to
explain and argue in the presentation. The doctoral student uses a developed author's test to
analyze the phonological development of preschool children. Despite the relatively
comprehensive presentation of the research instrument, it would be good to outline exactly how it
was structured, whether there was initial approval, what necessitated the inclusion of the specified
number of words, sentences, etc. in relation to its completion. In general, in this part, the doctoral
student shows good skills for coherent planning, organizing and conducting experimental
research. The statistical methods are described correctly, but in too much detail, which is not

necessary for the purposes of the dissertation.

In the third chapter of the dissertation RESULTS AND ANALYSIS OF THE RESULTS OF
THE SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH, the general information about the researched persons is
presented at the beginning, overlapping to a certain extent what is presented in the second chapter,

the average time for dealing with the test instrument is also presented in order to optimize the



research process in its use. In these parts of the dissertation, Tsvetomira Brainova shows good
skills in presenting the results for the three parts of the research instrument and their consistent
interpretation. In relation to the PhD candidate's reasoning regarding which words are appropriate
to drop for one age group or another, | would recommend that this be analyzed in relation to the
informativeness of the errors that children make and the drop out of certain phonological
processes for the relevant age . A significant contribution of the dissertation in the scientific space
is the ranking of the phonological processes that are typical for a given age or the retention of
which, in a certain period of child development, show impaired phonological development. The
author is consistent in the exposition and description of the obtained rich database, she shows the
ability to analyze and interpret the obtained results. In connection with the results of the second
subtest, I recommend that the sentences included in it be complicated or that it be used only with
children from 3 to 4 years old. The results of subtest 3 are presented consistently and
comprehensively. Tsvetomira Brainova demonstrated good skills in summarizing the data and
interpreting the results. The applied statistical correlations are useful in establishing the
relationship between the subtests applied, the nature of the errors, and the proportion of
consonants mispronounced. However, these results could be consolidated into more compact
tables with subsequent analysis. The analysis of articulation disorders in this age range is also of
interest for speech therapy practice. The presented data from the discriminant model show a high
percentage of reliability of the obtained results and the differentiation of the examined children in
terms of their phonological skills. The application of a test-retest demonstrates a high level of

reliability of the research.

4. Theoretical and scientific and applied contributions of the dissertation:

From the point of view of the theoretical nature, this dissertation contributes by presenting a
systematized model for the diagnosis of phonology of preschool children in Bulgaria by providing
a set of diagnostic tests, anamnesis card, evaluation protocols applicable in the diagnostic process.
New and of practical value is the creation of an automatic, spreadsheet for calculating
phonological errors, which facilitates analysis and automatically presents the result achieved by
the child. All this highlights the contributions aimed at both theory and practice in the field of
Logopedics.



5. Questions and recommendations for the doctoral student:

1. My recommendation is aimed at the fact that part of the tables and analyzes in the
statistics, presented in the Third Chapter of the dissertation, should be consolidated into more
compact ones and/or part of them should be presented in an appendix.

2. My question to the doctoral student is directed to the comparison of the results of the
study between the girls and the boys included in it. Which data from the available research
conducted with Bulgarian children or data from other scientific sources gave rise to the generation

of a hypothesis for the establishment of gender differences in phonological development?
Conclusion:

The doctoral student demonstrates modern theoretical training in combination with
consistency and skills for organizing and conducting scientific research. The dissertation work is
distinguished by in-depth analysis in the processing of the obtained data, which is demonstrated by

reasoned analyses, conclusions and contributions in a theoretical and practical-applied plan.

On the basis of these conclusions, I confidently give my positive vote and propose to the
respected members of the scientific jury to award Tsvetomira Brainova the educational and

scientific degree "doctor".

Digitally signed

Kate ri NaA by Katerina
02.05.2023 Signature: Shtereva
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