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creating a context of the sacred places, and was not made selfish. The card is freely accessible 

and can be used by anyone according to interest. 

There are also some critical remarks about the present text. Sometimes the text is very general 

and without the necessary examples, but to a large extent the weakness of the present work is 

the unconditional faith of the doctoral student in the uses of digitization. For example, here -

"Thanks to the digital recording of infonnation, a huge amount of data in the form of text, 

image and sound is preserved and transmitted over time from generation to generation" (p. 

61). But our research skepticism gives us reason to doubt the words of the PhD student, who 

does not give us an example of a digital product passed "from generation to generation", 

possibly because of the main weakness of digital content - its rapid "obsolescence", as well as 

"obsolescence ' of the programs with which it is played. The lack of longevity of digital 

products is actually one of the main challenges they face, which the PhD student should add 

to the disadvantages of this type of technology. I should note that, in fact, when hinting at the 

topic of intangible cultural heritage, this weakness of digitized products is indicated (p. 96), 

although it is presented as a problem of memory institutions that have been slow to update the 

content of their sites, and is not referred to as the essence of the process under consideration. 

The citation of publications in the dissertation work was carried out in accordance with the 

requirements in the relevant field, and the publications were actually used. The abstract is 

correctly composed and fully reflects the content of the dissertation. The main points of the 

text are sufficiently representative and general to achieve the necessary overview of the work. 

The mentioned publications are from national and international conferences, which speaks of 

the possibility of the author's theses being checked before specialized audiences. 

The dissertation contains scientific results, which represent an original contribution by the 

doctoral student Anastas Ifandiev and meet the requirements of the Law on the Development 

of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria, the Regulations for the Implementation of 

the Law and the Internal Rules for the Development of the Academic Staff of the Neofit 

Rilski Southwest University. 

The dissertation on the topic "Cultural heritage and digital technologies. Digitization of rock 

sanctuaries from Southwestern Bulgaria" testifies that the doctoral student Anastas Ifandiev 

possesses in-depth theoretical knowledge and professional skills, showing qualities and skills 

for independent scientific research. Therefore, I confidently give my positive assessment of 

the dissertation work and the achieved results and propose to the honorable scientific jury to 

award the educational and scientific degree "doctor" to Anastas Viktorov Ifandiev, in 

professional direction 3.1. "Sociology, Anthropology and Cultural Sciences". 
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