IOT'O3AITAZJEH YHUBEPCUTET ,,HEO®UT PUJICKHU* — BJIAI'OEBI'PA /]
INPABHO-UCTOPUYECKHU ®AKYJITET
KATEJIPA ,UCTOPUA*

I'AJIMHA 'EOPI'MEBA I'bJIBBOBA

IbTHUIIA, BOHMHU, TUTIJIOMALIAA U THPTOBUSI 110 JIOJTMHATA HA PEKA
MAPHIA ITPE3 XI11 1 XIV BEK

ABTOPE®EPAT
HA IUCEepPTALMOHEH TPY/

3a npuck:kIaHe HA 00pa3oBaTeIHA M HAY4YHA cTeneH ,,JlokTop*, npodecuonaaino
HanpasJjenue 2.2. Ucropus u apxeosiorusi. Hayuna cnenuaanoct ,,CpeaHoBeKoOBHA

ObJarapcka ucropusa‘

Hayuen pbproBoautesn: Jou. 1-p CHe:xxanka PakoBa-MapuHkboBa

baaroesrpan 2024 r.



JlMcepTalmoOHHUAT TPy € 0OCHACH M JOIMYCHAT JI0 3alllUTa Ha Pa3MIMPEHO 3acedaHue Ha
kareapa ,,Uctopus“ xpm [IpaBHO-ucTOpmueckusi daxyiarer Ha HOrosamageH yHUBEpPCUTET
,Heobut Puncku‘ — bnaroesrpan, nposeneno Ha 28.02.2024 r.

JuceprauoOHHUAT TpyA , IIpTHIIA, BOMHM, AUIUIOMAUUs U ThProBUs IO JOJIMHATA HA
pexka Mapuma npe3 X1 u XIV Bek* cbabpxka BbBeICHHE, TPU IJIaBU U 3aKIIOYCHHUE, KAKTO U
wioctpatuBed Matepuain (7 auarpamu, 11 kaptu u 4 Tabnunm). KeM TekcTa € MpHUIOKEHA |
O6ubnnorpadus Ha U3MOI3BAHUTE U3BOPHU U M3CIEABAHUS. B OTIENHO MPUIIOKEHHE ca BKIIOUYEHU
41 cHUMKU OT JMYHUS apXUB Ha JIOKTOPAHTAa U 7, KOUTO ca B3€TU OT APYrd M3TOYHULIU. OOII0

251 crpanwuim.



VI.

Cbhabpxxanue

O01a xapakTeprcTUKa Ha AUCEPTAIIMOHHUS TPY/I

AKTyaJHOCT Ha TeMaTa

Lenu u 3agaun

XPpOHOJIOTUYHA PaMKa U METOI0JIOTHS Ha U3CJICIBAHETO

N3Bopu

CrpyKTypa Ha U3CJIEIBAHETO

I'nasa L. [TpTHIIAa IO ONTMHATa HA peka Mapuna.

I'maBa I1. Boitnu u auruiomanius rmo gojuHarta Ha peka Mapuma npe3 X1 u XIV Bek.
I'naBa III. Teprosus no nonunata Ha peka Mapuna npe3 X1 u XIV Bex
[Ipunoxenue.

W3Boau 1 npuHOCH HA AUCEPTALIMOHHUS TPYL

CruchK Ha HY6J'II/IK3L[I/II/ITC II0 TEMAaTa Ha AucepTanusTa



l. O01ma xapakTepucTHKA HA TUCEPTAUNOHHUS TPY/

Hacrosimara uscnensane ,,lIpTHIna, BOWHM, AUIUIOManMs U THPrOBUS IO JOJMHATA Ha
pexka Mapuna npe3 Xl u XIV Bek* pasrnexna permona roxHo ot Crapa miaHuHA, KOWTO
BKJIIOYBA JIOJIMHATa Ha peka Mapuua, 3anouBaiiki oT poxojaa TpastHOBU BpaTa 10 BIMBAHETO HA
pekara B Ereiicko mope. Te3um reorpadcku pamku ouepTaBaT pailioH, B KOHTO OIIEe OT
AHTHUYHOCTTa MMa aKTUBHO JIBI)KEHHE Ha XOpa, BKIIOYUTEIIHO U TI0 caMaTa peka Xedpoc, KOsTo
€ IUIaBaTejlHa 10 CPEAHOTO M TeueHue. BpB BpemeTo Ha Pumckara nmiepus, U Haili-Bede Ipu
yhopaBieHUeTo Ha JlMokienuaH, perMoHbT € BKIIOYEH B Juole3 Tpakus C TpU MAaJKu
npoBunuuu: Tpakus, Pomonu u XemumoHT. ToraBa mpoub(TsiBa U TPAACKUAT KUBOT IO
MIOPEYMETO Ha rojisiMaTa peka. B To3u mepuoj ca mpokapaHd M roJIEMUTE MbTHUILA, IPECUYaIN
Mapunikara nonvHa. B panHa Bu3aHTus 3HAUEHHMETO Ha PETMOHA CE 3ala3Ba B HCTOPUYECKHU
KOHTHHIOUTET Ha cenuuiata u komyHukauuure. IIpe3 mepuona Ha KbCHOTO cpeaHOBEKOBHE
JoJMHATa Ha peka Mapuiia e B IeHTbpa Ha ChOUTHUS M TIPOLECH B MOJTUTUYECKU, UKOHOMHYECKU
U THPTrOBCKU ACIHEKT, KaTO YeCTO TE€3M CHOUTHUS W MPOLECH MPOMEHAT OajlaHca Ha CHIIUTE B
EBponenckusiT roron3tok. HacTosmuaT Tpya HiAMa OPETECHIUATA 3a U3YEPIATEIIHOCT, Thid KaTo
BCEKH acrekT, popMyupan 3ariaBueTo, Moxe Ja 0be 00eKT Ha OTIIETTHO MPOYyYBaHEe, HO B yXa
Ha AaKTyaJJHUTE TEHJEHIMHM B MEIMEBUCTUKATa TOW ce€ SBSIBAa ONHUT 3a KOMILJIEKCHO
MHTEPIUCUUIUIMHAPHO U3CIENBAHE Ha €AMH OT HAal-BB3JIOBUTE peruoHn B EBponelickus
IOTOM3TOK — JIOJMHaTa Ha peka Mapuua, npe3 cbadooHocHata enoxa Ha XlII-ro u XIV-to

CTOJICTHUC.

AKTYaJIHOCT Ha TeMaTa

N3yuaBanero Ha Tpakua B mnepuoaa Ha KBCHOTO CpEeIHOBEKOBHE TIPEACTaBIsABa
MpeIM3BUKATENICTBO Npe] yueHuTe. Makap 4e u jocera cpejHoBekoBHa Tpakus e 6uia o0eKT Ha
W3CJIEABAHUS B II0COKA HA TMOJHUTHYECKATA W HMKOHOMHMYECKATa HUCTOPHUSA, KAaKTO U Ha
ucTopuyeckara reorpadusi, €MH HOB IPOYUT HA U3BOPUTE, (DOKYCHPAH BHPXY MIACTOTO U POJISTA
Ha HaW-TOJsIMaTa peka B peruoHa — Mapwuia, OM Jal BB3MOXKHOCTH 32 HOBO OCMHCIISIHE H

MNpeACTaBAHEC Ha €aAHA pas3InMdYHa UCTOPHUICCKA KapTHHA.



OcBeH TOBa camaTa MEAMEBUCTUYHA HAyKa C€ Pa3KIOHIBA B PA3JIMYHU CHECHUATUIUPAHU
IUCHUIUIMHU — HE CaMO TPaJUIMOHHUTE MOJUTHYECKAa M MKOHOMHYECKA MCTOPHS, UCTOPHUS Ha
KyJITypaTa, UCTOpUYecKka reorpadus, HO U B CPaBHUTEIHO HOBM, KaTO HalpUMeEp KyIATypHA
AHTPOIIOJIOTHUS, €KOJIOTHYHA HCTOPHUS, UCTOPHS HA KOMYHHMKAlMUTE, MCTOPUS Ha Kiumara. B
TO3HM CMHCHJI NPETU3BUKATEIICTBOTO € Ja C€ MOTHPCIAT HOBU M OPUTHHAIHU MOJIXOAU KBbM €THO
HOBO TPOYYBaHE — HE CaMO YHCTO MCTOPUYECKO, HO B KOETO J]a MOTaT Jia CE MPHJIOKAT HOBU
UHCTpyMeHTH Kato reorpadckure wuHpopmaimonnu cucremu ([MC) wu  uudposure
IPOCTPAaHCTBEHH Mojeiu. B nmucepranusrta e HampaBeH ONUT 3a TAaKOBa IPOYYBaHE, KAaToO ca

H3I0J3BAaHU YaCT OT Bb3MOXKHOCTUTE HAa HHCTPYMCHTA T'UC.

eau u 3agaun

Henara Ha HACTOAIIOTO HM3CJIEABAaHE € Ja MPOCIEAU IBUKEHHUETO U KOMYHUKALIMUTE B
peruoHa Ha nopeuneto Ha peka Mapuna npe3 XIII u XIV B. [lox Tazu dopmynupoBka ce
MPUYKCIISIBAT Pa3HOOOpPa3HM AaKTUBHOCTH Ha CpPEJHOBEKOBHUTE XOpa, BKJIKOYBAILKM BOEHHU
KaMIIaHUH, JUIUIOMAaTUYECKN CPEIM U MHUCHM, IBH)KCHMS HA KEPBAHU HA THPrOBLM, IPEHACIHE
Ha MOIIU Ha cBeTHH. BpeMeBUAT HHTEpBall, HOA0paH 3a TEMIOpATHA paMKa Ha U3CJIEABAHETO, CE
XapakTepu3upa ¢ JTUHAMUYHU MOJUTHYECKH U MKOHOMMUYECKH MPOMEHH 3a oOliecTBaTa, KOUTO
HacensBaT PETHMOHA Ha MOpedYueTo Ha peka Mapuma. Hapen ¢ yHMIOXkaBaHe Ha JbpiKaBHU
(opMHpOBaHUS U CH3/1aBAaHETO Ha HOBU TaKMBa, YKPEIIBAHE M HaJlaraHe Ha OTAENHU JIbP’KaBU B
peruoHa, HAcThIBAT MKOHOMHYECKHM W TBHPIOBCKM MeTamMop(o3u, B KOUTO C€ NpEeIuIuTaT
uHTepecute Ha bearapus, Buszantus, Benenus, Jlatnackara umnepus, EnupckoTo necnorcTso,
Huxkest, ocmannure u nopu /lyOpoBHHMK. B LieHTbpa Ha T€3M MOJIUTUYECKH U MKOHOMMUYECKU
untepecu npe3 Xl u XIV Bek ce oka3Ba Mapuimkara jgonvHa. 3a Aa ObJe MOCTUTHATa
[ocoueHaTa mo-rope 1iefl, € He00X0AUMO Jja ce 04epTasT KOHKPETHH 3ada4H.

[IspBaTa 3amaya e 1a ce pasrienar Hall-BaKHUTE IMBTHUILA, IPECUYAlU JOJIMHATA HA PeKa
Mapuna (T1aBHE M BTOPOCTENIEHHH ), KATO CE€ HAIIPABH OMUT Jla C€ YCTAaHOBU TAXHOTO Tpace.

Crenpamara 3agada € Ja ce IpOoCHeAsT NMPOMEHUTE HA NOJUTUYECKUTE TPAHULIHA M

BOCHHUTE JCHCTBUS MCXKAY CTPAHUTC, YUUTO OOCKT Ha HHTCPCCHU € NOJIMHATA HAa PCKa MapHua.



Ha TPETO MIACTO WIE€ CC€ pasrjicaa HKOHOMHYECKAaTa MW TbpProBCKaTa aKTHBHOCT IIO
AoJinHaTa pEeKa Mapnua BBH3 OCHOBA Ha I/IH(l)OpMaI_II/II/ITe, nmoyepmnadnu oT O(bI/ILII/IaJ'IHI/I JAOKYMCHTH,

KaKBHUTO Ca TbProBCKUTEC NPUBUJICTUHN 3a UYKAUTC THbProBU, HyMU3MAaTUYCH MaTCpraJI U AP.

I1. XPOHOJIOTHYHA PAMKA U METO/10JI0T Ul

XpoHonoruyHata paMmka Ha uscaeaanero ooxsama Xl u XIV Bekx. 360pbT Ha TemarTa,
[IoCcTaBeHaTa LieJd W IMPOU3THYAIIMTE OT Hes 3aJaud Ha M3CIEeABAHETO, IMpenpas3noiaraT KbM
MHTEPAMCLUUILIMHAPEH MOAXO0J M U3MOJI3BAHETO HA Pa3Nu4Hu MeTroau. Koero mbk mo3BojsiBa U
JOpH Hajara H3JIM3aHETO W3BBH 3a/aJeHaTa TEeMIIOpaliHa paMKa. WHTepAncHuImmHapHUST
MOJXOA Tpelyiara T'hbBKAaBOCT M PAa3HOOOPAa3HH BBH3MOKHOCTH 32 WHTEpPIIpETAlsITa Ha
UCTOPUYECKH TMPOLIECH M CHOUTHS, KOUTO O HE MHOIO OT/JaBHA ca paslVIeXJaHU caMoO B
KOHKpETHaTa Hay4yHa o0J1acT.

XPOHOJIOTHYECKHAT METO]I IPOCIIE/IIBa BEPHIKHOCTTA Ha TiporiecuTe u chouTHsTa. Ille ro
OTKpHEM BHB BCHUKH TJIABU HA AUCEPTALUATA.

TepceneTo Ha 00IIOTO M Pa3IMYHOTO B MPOLECUTE U CHOUTHATA, KOUTO CE€ CIy4BaT BbB
BpemeBus untepBan Xl u XIV Bexk mno nonuHata Ha peka Mapuia Hajara M3MOJI3BaHETO Ha
ChIIOCTABUTETHUS/CPABHUTEJIEH aHAJIN3 Ha HAPATUBHUTE U3TOYHHIIM, NIPHIIOKEH BB BCHUKH
TJIaBU HA JUCEPTAIUATA.

PerpocniekTHUBHMAT MeTO] NpOCHeAsBa MPEeIXOoXIalld ChOUTHS M TpolLecH, 3a Ja
UACHTUUIMPA TPUUMHUTE 32 HACTBIIWINTE IPOMEHH Ciie] ToBa. TO3M METOJ1 € MPUIIOKEH Haii-
BeYE B IIbpBA IJ1aBa OT AMCEPTALUATA.

OnucaTeTHUAT MeTO/l € M3IOJI3BaH 3a ONPEAEIsIHE HAa XapaKTePUCTUKUTE Ha MPOIECUTE
u cpbutusara. [IpunoxkeH € BbB BCHUKM IJIaBM Ha aucepranusaTa. ONHCAaTENHUSAT METOJ ce
JIONBJIBA U OT MAeorpadcku paska3s, ChCTOAL] C€ B HAW-TOYHOTO ONMUCAHHE HA CHOUTHE WIIH
mporiec, KakKbBTO pPa3Ka3 OTKPHUBaMe BHB BTOPA TJIaBa MPH OMHCAHUETO HAa HAKOU OWUTKH, CITYIHITH
ce 10 J0JIMHAaTa Ha peka Mapuia ripe3 mbpBara TpetuHa Ha X1 Bek.

M3BoaHaTa CTATHCTHKA, YACT OT CTATUCTHYECKMS MeTO], Hamupa IPUIIOKECHHUE B
ObpBa M TpeTa TIjaBa Ha JAucepTanusaTa moj ¢opmara Ha JuarpaMd M TaOJIUIM, KOUTO Ja

OHArJICadAT U JOMBJIHAT PE3YJIITATUTC OT MPOYyYBAHUATA HA JUCCPTAHTA.



AKTyaqHOCTTa Ha TeMaTa U [IPUJIaraHeTo Ha MHTEPAMCLUUIUIMHAPHUS TOAXO0] IPEAOCTaBs
qyZieCHaTa Bb3MOKHOCT J1a C€ MPUJIOKU METOIbT HAa NMPSKO HAO/II0leHre HA KOHKPETHU MecTa
u 00ekTH mo peka Mapuna. J[ucepTaHThT OCHIIECTBH IIBTYBAHE IO JOJMHATa HA peKara, KaTo
noctura 1o rp. Ogpun u ¢. OpMEeHHO, M JOKYMEHTHPAa ChC CHUMKOB MaTepHall MOCETEHUTE
Mmecta. Toil e BKIII0YEH B caMus TEKCT Ha AUcepTalusaTa u B oTAenHo [Ipunoxenue.

IIpencraBsHeTo Ha KapTUTE B HAcTOSIATa JUCEpTallUs € HAlPaBEHO 4Ype3 4acT OT
BB3MOKHOCTUTE Ha HHCTpyMeHTa [ IC ¢ moMorTa Ha CIeNUaNnCT, KaTo KapTUTE B IIbpBa IJ1aBa,
KapTara B Kpas Ha BTOpa IJlaBa U HyMH3MaTH4YHATa KapTa B MOCJIEAHATA TJIaBa ca Ch3/a/leHH 32
aucepTanusaTa o NpoekT Ha aucepranta. HaBinzanero Ha ['YIC B uctopuueckuTe U3cieBaHus
HaIbJIHO OTIOBOPS HA ChbBPEMEHHHUS AUTUTAJIEH CBAT.

3a HACTOALIOTO W3CIIEABAHE € BAKHO Ja OBIAT OTOENsA3aHW W HAKOM BAXKHU IPOEKTH,
KaKTO 10-OT/IaBHAIIIHH, TaKa ¥ CbBCEM HOBH, BCHUKH T€ CBBP3aHHU C UCTOpHUYECKaTa reorpadusi.

Tabula Imperi Byzantini (TIB) e mpoekT Ha HMHCTUTYTa MO BH3aHTOJOTHS KbM
ABcrpuiickaTa akajgeMus Ha HayKWTe. 3a HAcTosIara JUcepTalys ¢ Hail-BaxkeH ToM 6. Tabula
Imperii Byzantini. Thrakien (Traké, Rodopé und Haimimontos), nox penakiusra Ha [1. Cycran.
Tpakus e npeAcTaBeHa B TpaHUIIMTE Ha LIETUs BOJocOOpeH OaceitH Ha peka Mapwuiia, KOuTo Haii-
00110 BKJIIOYBAT peruoHa Ha tor or Crapa miaHMHA A0 yCTHeTo Ha pekara B Ereiicko mope.
CnOpana e HanmuuHaTa MH(popMalMs 3a oporpadus, xuaporpagus U KIMMaT; UCTOPUUYECKO U
aJIMUHUCTPATHBHO pa3BUTHE Ha TPOBHHIUUTE mpe3 CperHOBEKOBHETO; IIbPKOBHA HCTOPHS,
TPAHCIIOPTHH BPB3KH, ITBTHINA, MKOHOMHKA, METaI000paboTBaHe, 3aMe/ienne, 3aHasiTd U ap. B
OTJIeJTHU JIEMH ca U30pOeHH 10 a30yUyeH pesl CbOTBETHUTE CEIHILA.

[Tunotausatr npoekt Ha CY ,,CB. Kimment Oxpuacku“ — ,Mcropuxo-reorpadceka
uHdopmarmonHa cuctema Ha Tpakus™ (HGIS — Thrace) e HoBoct B Hayunute cpenu. Tosa e
MYJITHIUCIHMIUIMHAPEH TPOEKT, KOWTO OOEauHsBa HCTOpUYecKa reorpadus, HCTOPHS,
apxeosorus, enurpaduka, Hymusmatuka, nemorpadus, [MC u uHPOpMALMOHHN TEXHOJIOTHH.
ExunbT Ha poekTa ro onpeaess KaTo MbpBa CThIIKa KbM Ch3/1aBaHETO Ha HCTOPUKO-Teorpadcka
uHdopmarmonHa cucrema Ha lOrousrouna Espomna (UI'MC-IOME; HGIS-SEE). HGIS — Thrace
BU3yaJIM3Upa MCTOPUYECKUTE NMPOMEHH, CBBbpP3aHU ¢ pa3BuTHEeTo Ha Oromsrouna EBpoma ot
Tpaxkuiickata apeBHocT 10 [IbpBara cBeToBHA BoiHA. IIpOEKTHT He € 3aBBpILIEH BCe Olle, KaTo
JI0 MOMEHTa, 3a ChXKaJIeHUe, JTUMCcBAaT MaTepuanute 3a CpeHOBEKOBHUETO, HO MK Ca HAJIMYHH

JAHHUTC U KapTUTE U JAHHUTE, OTHACAIIN C€ OO0 IIEpHUoaa Ha OcmaHckarta HMIICPHA.



I1l.  H3Bopm

3a 7@ M3M'BJIHU MOCTABEHA 11€J1 U MPOU3TUYAILUTE OT Hes 3aJay, aBTOPBT C€ ONHpa Ha
TOJIIMO KOJIMYECTBO MUCMEHHU U3BOPU OT Pa3JIMUEH MPOU3XO0J M OT Hal-pa3HOOOpa3HU BHIIOBE H
YKAHPOBE, KAKTO M Ha MPOYYBAHUS HA UCTOPHUILIU, APXECOJI03U, HYMU3MATH U JIPYTU CHECIUAIHUCTH,
KaTo O0JISITaliky ce Ha TAX JIa HallPpaBU CBOUTE COOCTBEHH M3BOJIU.

Hanuuuute HapaTUBHM M3TOYHUIIM W MPUJIAraHETO HA I'bBKAaB MOAXOJl B U3CJIEABAHETO
pasmupsBaT Bb3MOKHOCTUTE 32 MO-TOYHO IPEJICTaBsIHE Ha CHOUTHUSATA M IMPOIECHTE, KOUTO CE
ciyusar npe3 Xl u X1V Bek no nonunara Ha peka Mapuua.

OCHOBHU M3BOPH 3a JUCEPTALMATA ca MMCMEHHUTE cBeleHus. Pasnonarame ¢ aHTUYHU
u3Bopu. Mmame ronasMo pa3HooOpaswe OT CpeIHOBEKOBHHM HW3BOPH, KOMTO MOraT Ja ce
KaTeropuzupar MO MPOU3XOJ KATO BHU3AHTHIICKH, JIATUHCKHU, BEHELMAHCKH, JYOPOBHHILKH,
OCMAaHCKH, apaOCKH, CIIaBIHCKHU U TO-CIESIHATHO OBJITApCKH TAKHBA.

[To xaHp Hali-ronssM OpoOil OT NUCMEHHWTE CBEICHHUS Ca MCTOPHMM M XPOHHUKH Ha
CpPEIHOBEKOBHU aBTOpH. PasmosiaraMe M ¢ MbTENMCHM HA IMBTEIICCTBEHUIIM, KOUTO Makap W
natupamu oT XV u XVI Bek, ca IEHeH U3BOp M HU JaBaT CBEJCHHUS 3a CEJIMIIHATA M ITbTHATA
Mpexa B peruoHa. CMeTKOBOAHMTE KHUTM M ThPrOBCKUTE HAPBYHHMIIM ca OS31IEHEH U3BOp 3a
WKOHOMHUYECKOTO pa3BUTHE. 3ama3eHd ca W JAUIUIOMAaTUYECKH JIOKYMEHTH, NPHIMCKH,
TBProBCKH M MOJUTHYECKH J0TOBOpHU. ZKUTHATA HA CBETIM U MOXBAJHUTE CJI0BA 32 TAX ca
BAKHU M3BOPH 3a ABMKEHUETO HA MOLIUTE, a B HIKOU CIydyau OTpa3sBaT U BOCHHUTE CPAKEHUS.
Tunuuure Ha MaHACTUPU HM JaBaT CBEACHHUS 3a XpaHaTa M NPOU3BOJCTBOTO B pailoHA.
Paznonarame u ¢ moctaThyHa HATMYHOCT OT APX€0JOrMYeCKU U3TOYHUIIN, KOUTO B HACTOSIIIATA
JTUCEpTaIisl CE€ SIBABAT BTOPOCTETNICHHUW M Ca IIOJ3BAaHM CPABHUTENHO psAnko. TpsOBa na
CIIOMEHEM M €IMH OT MaJIKOTO Ha Opoil emurpad)cku U3BOPH, KaKbBTO € HAAMUCHT B IIbPKBATa
,,CB. Uetupenecer mpueHUIM, BbB Benuko THpHOBO ch3/aajeH, 3a 1a yBEeKOBeUH ObIATapcKaTa
no6ema mpu Krnokorauma ot 1230 r. Pa3momaramMe W ¢ HyMHU3MATHYHH W3TOYHUIIM, KOUTO

CIIy’KaT 3a JIOKaJIM3HpaHe Ha ThProBUSl 1 OOMEH Ha CTOKH.



IV. Crpykrypa Ha u3ciieBaAHETO

C orzien moCTUraHEeTO Ha MOCTaBEHATA 1€ M CBBbP3aHUTE C Hesl M3CIIeI0BATEIICKH 3a/1a4H,
TMCEPTALlMOHHUSAT TPYA C€ ChCTOU OT TPH IJ1aBH. B mbpBa riaBa Ha u3CieaBaHETO ,, [Tomuua no
oonunama Ha peka Mapuya“ ca TpOCIENEHU NBPBO TIJABHUTE TpaceTa, KOUTO Ipecuyar
noiuHata Ha pexarta. Tosa ca Via Diagonalis u Via Egnatia. Pasrieganu ca JaHHUTE OT PUMCKO
BpeMe, KaTo Ype3 CHIIOCTABUTENICH aHAINW3 HAa M3BOPHUTE Ca YCTAHOBEHU HACEIIEHUTE MECTa IO
J0JNIMHAaTa Ha pekaTa, kouto Jexxar Ha Via Diagonalis ot npoxona TpasHOBM Bpara Ha IOT 10
OTKJIOHEHHETO Ha INbTA B JOJHOTO TedyeHWe Ha Mapuua. HampaBeHo e mocienoBaTeiaHo
n30posiBaHe Ha IMbTHUTE CTAHLMU M CEIMIIATa, KaTO ca MOCOYEHU M Pa3CTOSHUATA MEXIY TAX.
Cnen toBa e pasrienano Tpaceto Ha T npe3 Xl u XIV Bek. Tepcenu ca npunukure u
pa3NMKHUTEe, HACTBIMIN B PE3yJTaT Ha MCTOPHUYECKUTE MPOMEHHU, KaTO € HAllpaBEeH OMHT Jia Ce
YCTAHOBU KOM HaceJIeHH MecTa IO JOJMHATa peka Mapuiia ocTaBaT Ha I'bTs Ha IVIABHOTO Tpace,
U KOM OT TSAX M3ue3BaT. MjeHTHuYeH mojxoa € MPUIIOKEH U NP Pas[IekKIAHETO Ha JAPYIrHs
rnmaBeH mpT Via Egnatia, xoiiTo mpaBu Bpb3Ka ¢ pekara B JOJHOTO U TedeHue. [locne ca
pasrienaHd BTOPOCTEIICHHHUTE ITBTHUINA TPe3 PUMCKO Bpeme U mpe3 KBbCHOTO cpeaHOBEKOBHE.
OTneneHo € MACTO Ha BOJHUTE M CYXO3€MHHMTE KOMYHHUKAIMM B 4acTTa OT AJPHAHONON 0
Enoc. Ilpocrnenenn ca u mpe3poJIONCKUTE TpaceTa, KOMTO MPEMUHABAaT Npe3 HAcelIeHU MecCTa,
Pa3MnoJIOKEHN MO TIopeureTo Ha peka Mapuna. KeM maparpadure ca mpuiiokeHu Auarpamu
KapTH, KOUTO BU3YaJM3UpPAT MPOIECUTE M JOIBJIBAT HANpaBEHUTE WM3BOAHM. B pumcko Bpeme
'BTHUTE CTAHIMHU 10 JOJNMHATa Ha peka Mapuia, gact ot Via Diagonalis, ca 25, BxitouBainy u
gyetupure ctaHuuu ot Yupnanckoro paskionenue. [Ipe3 Xl ek crannuute ca 18, a npe3z XIV
BEK, CJIeJl YCTAaHOBSIBAHETO Ha OCMaHIMTE Ha bankaHWTe W B pernoHa, Te HaAMaJsBaT OIIE U ca
12. Haxom cenuina mM34ye3BaT HAITBIHO WIM HA TAXHO MSCTO CE€ M3TPaXKAAT HOBH B CHHXPOH C
HACTBIIBAIIUTE UCTOPUUYECKU NMPOMEHH, B PE3yJTaT Ha CMsHA Ha €MOXUTE U Ha TOCMOAApUTE Ha
peruona. TakbB npumep Moxe jaa ce fane ¢ KoHcTaHIus, KoATo He € HaIuYHa B PUMCKO BpeME,
a ce T0sIBaBa B M3BOPUTE, CBHUJICTEJICTBAIIM 32 TPEMHUHABAHETO Ha purapute oT KpbhcToHOCHHTE
MOXO/IM Tpe3 peruoHa, U u3de3Ba karo mbTHa craHuus npe3 XIVBek. Haif-ycroitunBu ca Haii-
TOJIEMUTE TPaJIOBE, PA3IOJIOKEHH 0 TOpEeYreTo Ha peka Mapuna Ouaunonoi, AJApHaHONON U
Jumoruka. Tpute npucranuma Ha pexka Mapuna TpasHonon, @epe u Enoc ca gact ot Via

Egnatia, CIIOp€a PUMCKHTC IBbTCBOAUTCIIM, a ABaTa I'NIAaBHU IBbTA CC CHECAWHABAT B AOJTHOTO



Te4eHue Ha pekara. ToBa yTBBP)KAAaBa 3HAUMMOCTTAa HAa pPErMOHA B KOMYHHUKAI[MOHHO-
TPAHCHOPTEH U ThPrOBCKHU acnekT. JIoMHOTO TeueHue Ha peka Mapuua e ¢ 100pe pa3BuTa MbTHa
Mpexa, KaTo 0cOOEHO MHTEPECHU ca KOMyHHMKaluuTe Mexay Axpuanonon u Enoc. B pesynrar
Ha JUHAMMKAaTa Ha BPEMETO M Ha HENPBKBCHATOTO JIBMKEHHWE HAa MacH OT Xopa Tpacerara
IPETHPIISABAT IPOMEHH B CTPYKTYPHO OTHOILIEHUE. Bbhipeku Te3u temnopanHu Metamopdosu u
paznuyHuTe Xunotesu ganu Via Diagonalis mpemunaBa oT eauHus Ha Ipyrus Opsr, TIaBHHUAT
OpT 10 JAOJHMHATA HA peka Mapuila € HHTeH3UBHO u3Moi3BaH U oT XV Bek HaTaThbK. [lonmHara
Ha peka Ha Mapwuia e 4acT OT pa3BHTa 'bTHA KOMYHHKAIIMOHHA 30HA, B KOATO C€ ChEIUHSIBAT
MHOYKECTBO IBTHILA, KOUTO CBBP3BAT PA3INOJIOKEHUTE IO HEsl CEJIMIIA C OCTAaHAIUTE TPaJloBE B
Tpakus. [Ipe3 CpeaHoBeKOoBHETO cUcCTeMaTa OT KOMYKAallMOHHU MPEXKHU 110 JIOJMHATA Ha peKa
Mapuna mnpombskaBa ga Obae n00pe QyHknmoHupam@a. [onemMure THTHH apTePUH |
BTOPOCTETICHHUTE TaKWBa, OCOOCHO TE3W B JOJHOTO TEUEHHE Ha peKara, pa3BUBaT PETHOHA
MKOHOMHYECKH M ThProBcku. B cpenara nHa XIV Bek, koraro Ha bankanute u B Mapumikus
PETMOH Ce YyCTaHOBABAT OCMaHILIUTE, I'bTHATa CUCTEMa € ycBOeHa ao0pe oT Tax. Hes Te
M3IIOJI3BAT 32 pasrphlllaHe HA 3aBOCBATEIHUTE CH MOXOIM KbM BBTpEIIHOCTTa Ha bankanute, a
CBIIO TaKa M 33 OCHIIECTBSIBAHE HA ThPrOBHATA.

BbB BTOpa rnaBa Ha wu3cienBaHETO ,,Bounu u Ouniomayus no OOIUHAMA HA peKa
Mapuya npesz Xl u X1V gex *“ ca nmpocieeH! MOJIUTUUIECKUTE TPOMEHH B PETHOHA Mpe3 KbCHOTO
CpenHOBEKOBHE, KOUTO HACTBIIBAT B PE3YATAT HA BOSHHH ITOXO/IM, BOWHH U OMTKH, B IIEHTHpA HA
KOUTO BHHATH c€ OKa3Ba Mapwuikara nonuHa. Hapen ¢ ToBa, Ha pa3inmyHU MeCTa MO JOJIMHATA
pekarta ce OChIIECTBIBAT JUMIOMATHUECKH CPEIU MEKIY BIAJETEIN U Ce CKJIIOYBAT IOTOBOPU U
CIOpa3yMeHHMs, NPEHACSIHU ca MOLIM Ha cBeTHU. bpauHaTa 1iepeMoHus Mexay Muxaun AceH,
CUH Ha Obyrapckus nap MBan Anexcanabp M Bu3aHTulickata npuHieca Mapus Ilaneonornna
npe3 1339 r. B mectHocTTa KOMHMHOBUTE NUBaau, Ha peka TyHIka, 10 AJPUAHONON JI0IbJIBA
JUIJIOMaTHYECKUTE akToBe, ciiydmiu ce B pernona. [pe3 Xl u XIV Bek pernonsT Ha gonuHaTa
Ha peka Mapuua e BoeHHa 30Ha. B Haganoro Ha XIII Bek riaBHUTE LIEHTPOBE 1O TEUEHHETO HA
Mapwuna ca JTaTHHCKH W BeHeIWaHcku. Dopmupa ce YCTOWYMBO BEHEIIMAHCKO TPUCHCTBHE B
AJpuaHONoy, KOWTO Ce TMPEBpBIIa B THPrOBCKO BEHENMAHCKO cpeaumie. CpakeHHETO IpH
Anpuanonon ot 1205 r., 6xecrsmara nobena Ha ObArapuTe U IUICHSBAHETO HA IBPBUS JIATUHCKH
umnepatop bannynn paskiaiia HoBaTa AbpKaBa OlIE B CAMOTO HAyalo Ha CHIIECTBYBAHETO M.

Hopu punapckust peBanin npu @unumnonon ot 1208 r. He ycnssa ,,Ja yCIOKOU ™ MPOLIECUTE U
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crOuTHs B Mapumkusi peruod. Cnen O6utkara npu Kiokornuna ot 1230 r. romsma dact oOT
JI0JMHAaTa Ha peka Mapuia npeMuHaBa B IpeAeIuTe Ha CUJIHATa ObJIrapcka JIbpxKaBa U HEHHUS
Bianeten MBan Acen Il. Ot cpenata na 40-te ronunu Ha XI1| 1o kpast Ha Beka pernoHbT € 00eKT
Ha uHTepecute Ha Jlackapuaute ot Hukes, a cien 1261 r. u Ha [laneono3ure, karo Hamecara Ha
OBJrapckuTe BIaJeTeNd € B ChIIEPHUUYECTBO C Ta3u Ha ummneparopute. [Ipe3 70-Te ronuHu Ha
XIII Bex TaTapuTe OCBIIECTBABAT IBMKECHUS B pEerMoHa, CTUraiiku 1o EHOC KaTo chlO3HMIM Ha
obparapckus Bianeten Koncrantun Tux Acen. B nauanoro na XIV Bek ponunata ,,ipuema‘ u
KaTaJlaHUTe, YMHTO Boxad € yout B Ajpuanonon. butkara 3a @umumonon mpe3 1323 r.
IpUBIMYA U aJaHCKUM HaeMHuuu. Yersvproro aecerwserne Ha XIV Bek € CbIOOHOCHO 3a
peruona. Toraa B EHoc akoctupat Hazg 300 aiibHCKM Kopaba Ha YMyp maiia B HOJKperna Ha
Moan Kanraky3un. Pesynratute ot 6urkara npu Iutuon ot 1352 . ca siceH 3HaK, ye Beue HUIIO
HsiMa Ja Obae cwmorto. Ilpes 1354 r. e 3aBmagsgna kpemnoctra Llumme Ha n-B [Nanmumonu u
OCMaHIMTE g M3MOJI3BaT KaTo 0a3a, 3a Jla pa3rbpHaT odan3uBara cu B Tpakus. Haii-BaxkHOTO
cpaxenue npe3 XIV Bek — ToBa npu Yepnomen ot 1371 r., cberosiio ce Ha OperoBere Mapuua,
Oenexu HavaJI0TO HOB MOJEN Ha CHIIECTBYBAHE HA O0OIIeCTBATA.

[Tpe3 necnokoitnust ucropuuecku nepuon Xl u XIV Bex nopeunero Ha Mapuna
IPETHPIsABAa IPACTUUHU TpaHchopMmanuu. PermoHsT ,,IpexuBABa™ IIECT I'OJEMU CpPaKEeHUS,
KOHUTO C€ JOI'BJIBAT OT MHOXKECTBO MOXOM HAa BU3AHTUICKM UMIIEPATOPH, OBIArapcKy BiaJleTeNu,
JATUHM, TaTapH, KaTajlaHU ¥ Hakpas OCMaHIM. MHOTOKpaTHO ca aTaKyBaHU IJIaBHUTE IpajioBe
[0 JOJIMHAaTa Ha pekara. Te3W MOJUTUYECKH MPOMEHH C€ OTpa3siBaT Ha HMKOHOMHUKATa U
Thproeusta B peruona npe3 X1 u XIV Bek.

Tpera raBa Ha AucepTanusTa € IOCBETEHAa Ha THProOBUATA MO JOJMHAaTa Ha peka
Mapuna npe3 Xl u XIV Bek. Ha nomoi 3a ananuza ujasar opuUIMaTIHUTE MEXIYIbP>KaBHU
JOKYMEHTH OT eroxaTa: XpHUCOBYJIM M JOTOBOPH, CKIIIOUBAaHH MEXIy Buzantus u uyxaure
TBPrOBLHU, U CHOTBETHO MEXIY BBIrapckoTo HapcTBO M AYOPOBHHYAHWUTE, BEHELMAHIUTE U
renyesnure. Hapes ¢ ToBa aBTOpBT ce 00pbia U KbM IPYrd pa3HOOOpa3HU MO B U3TOUHUIH,
IJIaBHO apXeoJOTHYeCKH U HyMH3MaTHYHU. B HauanorTo e mpejacraBeHa oOuiaTa HKOHOMHYECKA
KapTuHa B peruoHa. IlpocneneHa e axkTUBHOCTTa Ha BBHIIHUTE 3a PETMOHA THPrOBCKU
naptHeopH Benenus, /lyopoBauk u ['enya.

JyOopoBHuK ThpryBa B Ajpuanonoi. B cpemata ma XIII Bex upe3 pa3BuTHeTo Ha

THPrOBCKUTE BpB3KU C Btoporo Obarapcko mapctBo JlyOpoBHHK mpugoOuBa moBede
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BB3MOXHOCTHU Jia ThPryBa B 4acT OT Jl0JIMHATa Ha peka Mapuia karo Hanpumep J(umotuka. B
pamkute Ha JlaTuHCcKaTa ummnepusi, korato JlyOpoBHUK € IOJ MpsiKaTa 3aBUCUMOCT Ha Benerus,
CBIIIO AKTUBHO ThpryBa B Tpakus, dyecto B uHTepec Ha Beneuus, Ho u camocrosarenHo. Cien
YCTAaHOBSIBAHETO Ha oOcMaHlUTe Ha bankanute W 3aBiaasBaHeTo Ha Mapuiikara 0JHMHA,
HaBAPHO CE€ MPEJOCTABAT HOBU M PA3IMYHU Bb3MOKHOCTH 32 JyOpPOBHUYAHUTE.

VY cTaHOBEHO € BEHEIMAHCKOTO ThPrOBCKO BIMSHUE 1O aoiuHaTa pexara npe3 XIII Bek ¢
MOMOIITa Ha MHPOPMAIUs OT OPUIHATTHUTE TOKYMEHTH, KAKbBTO HAIPUMEDP € XPHUCOBYIBHT HA
Anekceit |l Auren ot 1198 r., nagen B mons3a Ha Benerusi, KOWTO ¥ MpeAoOCTaBs MpaBO Ha
0e3MUTHa THProOBUS B TOJISIMA YacT OT peruoHa. BeHelnnaHckuTe MHTEpEeCcH 3a 3ama3eHu U Clej
nojasndara Ha BU3AHTUHCKUTE 3eMHU ciell 3aBijsBaHeTo Ha KoHcTanTuHomon mpe3 ampun 1204
r., KOUTO ca OTpa3eHU B JBa JOKyMmeHTa Ha Partitio terrarum imperii Romaniae B pe3ysirar Ha
KOETO ce ,,paxna‘” Benenuancka Pomanus. Cien Bp3cTaHoBsIBaHETO Ha BuzanTus npes 1261 r. ¢
MOMOIITa Ha KOHKypeTHaTa Mopcka pernyOnuka ['eHya mscroTo Ha Benenus e He TOJKOBa
BOZCIIO0, HO HHTepecuTe Ha CepeHucMMara B peruoHa OCTaBaT PBHKOBOJACIIM B HEWHUTE
nosnutuku ¢ Ilaneonosure, a mpe3 XIV Bek u ¢ ocmanckure emupu. [locTaBeH € akLEHT BbPXY
BEHEIMAHCKaTa ThProBHs € KUTOTO OoT Tpakus npe3 XIV Bek u mo-crenuaaHo BpXY poJisita Ha
BaYKHUS MYHKT 3a U3HOC, KAKBBTO € MPUCTaHUIIETO Ha PomocTo.

ITpez XIIl u XIV B pervona ce npermimrar ThproBCKUTe UHTepecu Ha Benenus, ['enya,
HyOpoBHuk, a cnen cpenara Ha XIV Bek. AOcosroTHaTa THProBcka JOMUHaNUs Ha Benenus
npe3 no-ronasiMata yact oT Xl Bek mpeBpsbia qonuHaTa Ha peka Mapuiia BbB BEHEIIMAaHCKO-
natuHcka. ['enye3koro mpuckerBue B EHoc oT XIV Bek € Thprocka KOHKypeHIHsS ¢ Benerus,
YHUATO 1eN € 3ala3BaHe Ha MPUAOOUTHUTE W pa3IIMpsBaHE Ha THPTOBCKUTE 30HU Ha BIUsHUE. B
kpas Ha X|V Bek ThproBusiTa 1 NKOHOMHUKATA 110 IOPEUYUETO HAa peka Mapuiia HaBIM3ar 3a JbJICO
BpEME B HOB €Tall, KaTo M3LSJI0 C€ OCBUIECTBSIBA MOJ KOHTposa ocMaHIuTe. OCOOEH aKIeHT B
TrJlaBaTta € MOCTaBeH BbPXY MOHETHOTO OOpallieHne, KaTo OTKPUTUTE BEHEIIMAHCKUS BU3AHTHICKH
U JPYTM MOHETH CBHJIETEJICTBAT 32 HAIMYMETO HA UHTEH3UBHU ThproBcku omnepamuu mnpe3 Xl u
XIV Bek mo gonuHara Ha peka Mapwiia.

B 3akiroyenmero Ha gucepranusATa ca oOOOLIEHM HANpaBEHWUTE aHAIM3M, KaTo €
MpeACTaBeHa BAKHOCTTA HA peKata Mpe3 JABETe CToJeTusi 0T KbCHOTO CpeTHOBEKOBHE,; Clla3eHa €
MOCJIEIOBATETHOCTTA HA AaCMEKTUTE, KOUTO C€ pa3riiekJaT B TPUTE I[JaBU — JIMHAMHKA M

IIPOMCHH Ha IIbTHATa CUCTEMA, ITOJIUTUYCCKA UCTOPUA — CBbp3aHa C KOHKPETHHU MECTA, I'paaoBe,
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CbOUTHS U MPOLIECH B pernoHa Ha Tpakus M MO TEYEHUETO Ha peka Mapuua chOTBETHO Ipe3
Tpunanecernss n YertupuHageceTus BEK; TbPrOBHs M MKOHOMMYECKO Pa3BUTHE HA PETHOHA,
CBHOTBETHO C pOJIATa Ha BBHILIHU NapTHbOpU KaTo Buszantus, [lyOpoBHuk, Beneuus, I'enya u

Hakpas OCMaHIUTEC.

V. U3B0HM ¥ NPUHOCH HA JUCEPTAIUOHHUS TPY/

N npe3 CpenHOBEKOBUETO, KAaKTO U Npe3 AHTUYHOCTTA, peka Mapuia € cTpareruiyecka
KOMYHUKAIIMOHHA apTepusi, cBbp3Balia Erelicko Mope ¢ BpTpemHocTTa Ha Tpakus u bankanure.
Pekata e umana tpu npucranuma. EnHoro e 6uno Tpasuonon (qu. ¢. TpasHomynu B ['bpiins),
pa3MoIoKeHO Ha 3amaaHus Opsr Ha pekata. [Jpyroto ¢ BbB Bupa (®Depe) cbino Ha 3amagHus
Opsr, B OJM30CT 10 Hal-BBTPEITHOTO TEUCHHE Ha Jentara. Tperoro € EHOc, CBbp3BaIio MOpeTo
¢ u3touHus Opsr. Peka Mapuna e 6uiia niaBaTesnHa ¢ rojieMu JoAku oT EHoc 1o AnpuaHorion u
C O-MaJIKM JIOAKHU 10 Pununonod, a B AHTUYHOCTTA U MO-Harope 10 emnopuoH [lucrupoc, kato
TOBA MPEAOCTaBs UJICANHA Bb3MOXKHOCT 3a M3IOJI3BAHE HA PEYHMS IIBT KaKTO 3a ThPrOBUs, TaKa
1 3a 0-0bP30 NMPHUIBMKBAHE MEXKY IpagoBeTe. /IBara riiaBuu esponeiicku st Via Diagonalis
u Via Egnatia npecuyar nopeunero Ha Mapuiia v ce CbeAMHABAT B JIOJHOTO M TCUCHHE.

I'onemurte Trpaicku LIEHTPOBE, PA3MOJIOKEHU IO MOPEUYMETO Ha pekara — JIuMoTuka,
Anpuanonon 1 OUIMNONO, 1aBaT MHOTO Bb3MOKHOCTH 3a ChEAMHSIBAHE ¢ IMBbTHUIIA HA 3amaj Mo
Via Egnatia, na ceBep, 3a 7a ce HanpaBy Bpb3Ka ¢ peka JlyHaB U Ha U3TOK - KbM YepHOMOPHETO.
BropocreneHHuTe peyHM M CyXON'BTHH IBTHUIIA ca MHOro no0pe pa3BuTH. lIpe3pomomnckute
I'BTULIA, TPECUYAIH J0JIMHATA HAa peka Mapuia, ChIo ce BIUIUTAT U U3I0JI3BAaT MHOTO J100pe B
1sgaTa OTJIMYHO pa3BUTAa Tpakuiicka mbTHa cuctema. CbhC CMsAHAaTa Ha MCTOPUYECKUTE EMOXU
HacThlIBaT MPOMEHM M B TpPaHCIOpTHAaTa CHCTeMa [0 JOoJMHAaTa Ha peka Mapuna.
MurpanmoHHHATE BBJIHU OT XOpa, IPOMEHAT I'bCTOTATa HA CEJIMIHATA MpexXa B peruona. llpes
X u XIV Bex HamassiBa OpoAT Ha CeNuIaTa Mo riaBHUs MbT. Hsikon BbOOIIE M34e3Bar, HO ce
MOsIBABaT W HOBH. He3aBUCHMMO OT BCHMYKH IPOMEHH, KOUTO ThpHH J(MaroHadHHUST HbBT IO
JOJIMHATa Ha peka Mapwuma, Toil cu octaBa Haii-u3noizBaeM M cien XIV Bek 3a BOGHHU U
TBHPrOBCKH LIEJH.

Jpyrusat rnaBeH eBpomeiicku mbT Via Egnatia cemio e 3acerHar or chOuTHATA U

MPOIIECUTE, HO MTPOIbKaBa 1a pyHkmoHupa npe3 CpeagHoBekoBUeTO. BropocTeneHHnTe peuyHu
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U CYXON'bTHU IbTHUINA Ca MHOTO J0Ope pa3BUTH U U3MOJI3BAHU U IPe3 U3CIEIBAHUS MEPHOA
KaKTO 3a BbTpELICH TpaHC(ep Ha CTOKH, Taka M 3a 10-0bp30 MpHBHUKBaHE Ha Xopa. [IpTummara
[0 JOJHOTO TEYeHHWE Ha peka Mapuna ca usnon3BaHu U npe3 CpelHOBEKOBUETO, KaTo
MHTEH3MBHO Ca HaTOBAapBaHU U II0 BPEME Ha OCMAaHCKaTa €KCIaH3us 10 Mapuiukara AojvHa.
Bp3MoxkHOCTTAa na ce u3noi3Ba cbBpeMeHHUAT uHcTpyMeHT [MIC mHoro mobpe nombiBa
U3BOJUTE OT M3CJIECNOBATEICKHs MPOLEC M 3aTBbpXKAaBa, Y€ Ha JOJIMHATAa Ha peka Mapuua e
OTPEZCHO IJIaBHO MSCTO B PETMOHA HE CAMO B IIBTHO-TPAHCIIOPTEH ACHEKT, HO U B MOJIUTUYECKU
TaKbB.

Crparernyeckoro reorpadcko mosioxeHue Ha Mapuiukus pernoH oOyciaBsi rojeMus
MHTEpEeC Ha BCUYKHU CTpaHU. MHOro n00pe MHTerpupaHa € KOMyHHKAllMOHHA CUCTEMa B IjslaTa
I'bTHO-TPAaHCIIOpTHA cucTeMa Ha Tpakus. To3u, KOWTO Bilajiee JOJHOTO TEUEHUE HA peKa
Mapuia, 1me KOHTpodaupa MNOACTHIUTE KbM Ereicko mMope OT enHa CTpaHa, U TE€3U KbM
KoncrantuHonosn, or npyra crpaHa. IIsTHuTe Bpb3kM OT JlMMOTMKAa M OT AJpHaHONON
HPEIOCTaBAT Bh3MOKHOCT 3a IMOJIMTUYECKA M ThProBCKa eKCraH3us Ha 3aman mo Via Egnatia, ¢
KOETO ce Mpua00uBa MpsK u3ina3z Ha Axgpuarndecko mope. Ot dununonos u AIpUaHOION O
Via Diagonalis 1 HeroBuTe pa3kjIOHEHHs CE pa3TPhLIAT UACATHH Bh3MOKHOCTH 32 MPUIUBKBAHE
Ha ceBep KbM peka JlyHaB. [lo BBTpEIIHUTE pa3KIOHEHUS HAa JUArOHAJIHHA IBT HA HU3TOK €
BB3MOXHO JBHKEHHETO KbM UepHo Mope.

Bnageenero Ha gonuHata Ha peka Mapuia HOJUTHYECKH O3HayaBa U UKOHOMHUYECKO U
THProBCKO HaaMoIue. Thpropusra no J1oJiMHaTa Ha peka Mapuiia rmpe3 pasriexiaHus Nepuo e
noBIMsiHA OT ABa (aktopa. ToBa ca UeTBbPTHUAT KPBCTOHOCEH MOXOA M UJBAHETO HA OCMAHLIUTE
Ha bankanute B cpemara Ha XIV Bek. B pamkuTe Ha Te3u JBE MCTOPHUYECKU CHOUTHS
THPrOBCKUTE HMHTEPECH Ha JyOpOBHMYAHUTE, BEHELMAHIUTE MU TeHye3lMTe, a CETHE U Ha
OCMaHILINTE, CE MPEIUINTAT B pErHoHa.

[TputexxanueTo Ha AOIMHATA HA peka Mapuia 1 Hall-BayKHU TPaJioBe MO NMPOTEKEHUETO U
npe3 XIII-XIV Bek (KakTo BOPOYEM M BBB BCHUUKM IPEIXOJHU M CIEABAIIM HCTOPUUYECKU
MEepUON) MPEAU3BUKBA 3aCUJICHUS WHTEPEC HAa BCUYKHU IOJUTUYECKH (DAaKTOPHM B PpErvoHa,
nopaau 0aronpusTHUTE GU3HKO-TeorpadCKu JaCHOCTH.

ITpe3 X1l u XIV Bex mnopeunero Ha peka Mapuia € B IEHTbpa Ha MHOKECTBO BaXXKHU
CbOUTHS U MPOLECH, B KOUTO C€ MpEIuMTaT uHTepecure Ha bbiarapus, Buszantus, Benenws,

Jlatuuckara ummepusi, Emmpckoro necmorctBo, Hukes, ocmanmute m JlyOpoBHuk. Bcuukm
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I/I36p06HI/I CTpaHHu CC 60p${T 34 MOJIMTHYECKO, MKOHOMUYCCKO HUJIM THPIroBCKO BJIMAHUE B PEruoHa
" I'bpBOHaYaJIHaTa UM LECJI HE € 3aBJIaisIBAHCTO Ha 1IAJ1a TpaKI/IH, 4 KOHKPCTHO A0JIMHAaTa Ha pE€Ka

Mapuua, 3amoTo T € noprara KeM Lisuia Tpakus, a orram U KbM EBporna.

Karo NMPUHOCH MOKE 1A C€ OTKPOAT CJICAHUTE:

- Cpex pgocera HAJIMYHATE HWCTOPUYECKH NYOJMKAMM HAMA MOJO0HO IISTIOCTHO
u3cIiieIBaHe 3a ponsaTa Ha peka Mapuna nipe3 X1 u XIV Bek.

- IlpencraBen e moApoOEH MPOUYUT HA TOJISIM 00EM MUCMEHH U Pa3HOOOPa3HH MO MPOU3XO0]
M3TOYHUIM C (OKYC BBPXY BAXKHU CHOUTHS, KOUTO ca (OPMHPAIA HCTOPHUECKUTE
MIPOIIECH, 1 KOUTO Ca C€ CIYYHJIM B KOHKPETHHU Teorpadcku Touku B O6am3ocT 10 Mapuna.

- IIpuHOCHO € M3cienBaHETO HAa MPOHMKBAHETO M YCTAHOBSIBAHETO HA JOMHUHALMATA HA
Benenus u HeilHUTE THProBIM MO J0JIMHATAa Ha peka Mapuna. Ta3u Tema e ocraBana
Jl0cera Majiko MO-BCTPAHU OT OOILIUTE U3CIIEIBAHUS, CBbP3aHU C OBbJITrapcKaTa UCTOPHUSL.

- HampaBeH € KOHKpeTeH aHalIW3 Ha JAMIJIOMATUYECKHM JOKYMEHTH C OBJIrapckH,
BU3aHTHUICKH, BEHELMAHCKU W AYOPOBHUIIKH MPOM3XOJ] C OrJieJ] YCTAaHOBSIBAHETO Ha
TBPIOBCKO MPUCHCTBUE B U3CIIECABAHUSA PETHOH.

- UM3rorBeHuTe MHOKXECTBO KapTH W TaOIUIM, C KOUTO HE CaMO C€ OHarjeasBaT
pe3yATaTUTe OT U3CJIEIOBATEIICKUS MPOIIEC, HO U HIKOU OT Tax — Hai-Beue [ IC kaprure,
MPEJCTaBIABAT peajieH MPUHOC KbM UCTOpruYeckara reorpagus 3a nepuoga XII-XIV .

- Cp0Opanute U nojpesieH! CBEJCHHs 32 MOHETOCEUEHETO U MOHETHOTO OOpallleHue, KaKTo
Y 32 HAXOJKWTE Ha BEHEIIMAaHCKM MOHETH I10 JIOJIMHATA Ha peka Mapuia, TOnpHuHACAT 3a

€IHO II0-ACHO pa36HpaHe 34 UHTCH3UBHUTC ThbPIrOBCKHU KOHTAKTH B PErMOHaA.
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l. General characteristics of the dissertation

The dissertation ,,Roads, wars, diplomacy and trade along the Maritsa river valley in XIII
and XIV Centuries examines the region south of Stara Planina, which includes the valley of
the Maritsa river, starting from Trayan’s Gate Pass to the river’s confluence with the Aegean
Sea. In this geographical area there is an active movement since Antiquity including along the
Hebros river, which is navigable up to its middle course. In the time of the Roman Empire,
especially under the reign of Diocletian, the region was included in the diocese of Thrace with
three small provinces- Thrace, Rhodope and Hemimont. Then urbun life flourished along the
big river. In this period the main roads crossing the Maritsa valley have been paved. In early
Byzantium the importance of the region is preserved in historical continuity of settlements and
communications. During the Late Middle Ages the Maritsa river valley is at the center of
political, economic and commercial events and processes, often changing the balance of power
in the European Southeast. This dissertation doesn’t claim to be exhaustive, because every
aspect that formulated the title can be a subject of separate research , but in the spirit of current
trends in medieval studies it’s an attempt at a complex interdisciplinary research of one of the
most nodal regions in the European Southeast — the Maritsa river valley during the fateful era
of the XI1I and XIV Centuries.

Relevance of the topic

Medieval Thrace has been the subject of research in the direction of political and
economic history, as well as historical geography. A new reading of the sources, focused on the
place and role of the largest river in the region — Maritsa, will provide opportunities for a new
interpretation and presentation of a different historical picture. Moreover medieval science itself
branched out into various specialized disciplines not only traditional political and economic
history, cultural history, historical geography, but also relatively new ones such as cultural
anthropology, ecological history, history of communications, history of climate.

In this sense the challenge is to look new and original approaches to a new research not
only historical, but in which new tools like as geographic information systems (GIS) and Digital
Spatial Models can be applied. In the dissertation an attempt is made for using some of the
capabilities of the GIS tool.



Goals and tasks

The goal of the dissertation is to trace the movement and communications in the region
along the Maritsa river in Xl and X1V Centuries. Under this formulation, diverse activities of
medieval people, including military campaigns, diplomatic meetings and missions, movements
of merchant caravans, carrying of relics of saints. Temporal framework of the dissertation is
characterized with dynamic political and economic changes for the societies that inhabit the
region along the Maritsa river. In these two centuries state formations were destroyed and new
ones were created, individual states in the region were strengthened economic and commercial
metamorphoses took place in which the interests of Bulgaria, Byzantium, Venice, the Latin
Empire, the Epirus Despotism, Nicaea, the Ottomans and even Dubrovnik. At the center of
these political and economic interests in the XI1I™ and XIV™" centuries is the Maritsa river
valley. In order to achieve the above-mentioned goal it is necessary to outline specific tasks.

The first task is to examine the most important roads crossing the Maritsa river valley
(main and secondary) making an attempt to establish their route.

The next task is to trace the changes of political borders and military actions between
the countries whose object of interest is the Maritsa river valley.

Thirdly, the economic and commercial activity along the Maritsa River valley will be
examine based on the information gleaned from official documents, such as trade privileges for

foreign merchants, numismatic material and others sources.

Il. Chronological framework and research methodology

The chronological framework of the dissertation covers XIII and XIV centuries. The
choice of the topic, the goal and the tasks of the research predispose to an interdisciplinary
approach and the use of different methods. This allows going outside the time frame and creates
various possibilities for the interpretation of historical processes and events, which until not so
long ago was considered only in the specific scientific field.

The chronological method follows the chain of processes and events. We will find it in
all the chapters of the dissertation.

The search for the common and the different in the processes and events than take place
in the time interval of the XIII u XIV centuries along the Maritsa river valley required the use

of comparative analysis of the narrative sources applied in all chapters of the dissertation.



The retrospective method traced previous events and processes to identify the causes of
changes that occurred afterwards. This method is used mostly in the first chapter of the
dissertation.

The descriptive method is used to determine the characteristics of processes and events.
It’s included in all chapters of the dissertation.

Inferential statistics, part of the statistical method, is used in the first and third chapters
in the form of diagrams and tables to illustrate and supplement the results of the research.

The topic of the dissertation and the application of a flexible research approach provide
a great opportunity to use the method of direct observation to important places and objects along
the Maritsa river. The researcher traveled along the river valley, reaching the city of Edirne and
the village of Ormenio, and documented the visited places with photographic material. It’s
included in a separate Appendix.

The presentation of the maps in this dissertation is made though part of the capabilities
of the GIS tool with the help of a specialist, as the maps in the first chapter, the map at the end
of second chapter and the numismatic map in the last chapter are created for the dissertation
according to the researcher project. The introduction of GIS into historical research fully
responds to the modern digital world.

It’s important for the dissertation to mention some significant projects, both older and
more recent. All are related to historical geography.

Tabula Imperii Byzantitni (TIB) is a project of the Austrian Academy of Sciences,
Institute for Mediaeval Research, Division of Byzantine Research. Volume 6 Tabula Imperii
Byzantini. Thrakien (Traké, Rodopé und Haimimontos), edited by Peter Soustal is the most
important for the dissertation. Thrace is represented within the boundaries of the entire
watershed of the Maritsa river, which generally include the region south of Stara Planina to the
mouth of the river in the Aegean Sea. Available information on orography, hydrography and
climate is collected, historical and administrative development of the Middle Ages, church
history, transport connections, roads, economy, metalworking, carpentry, crafts, etc. The
respective settlements are listed in alphabetical order.

The pilot project of SU “St. Kliment Ohridski”- “Historical-Gegraphical Information
Sistem of Thrace (HGIS-Thrace) is a new in scientific circles. It’s a multidisciplinary project
that brings together historical geography, history, archaeology, epigraphy, numismatics,
demography, GIS and information technology. The project team defines it as a first step towards
the creation of a Historical-Geographic Information System of South-Eastern Europe (HGIS-

SEE). HGIS-Thrace visualized the historical changes related to the development of South-
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Eastern Europe from Thracian Antiquity to the First World War. The project hasn’t been
completed yet and the materials for the Middle Ages are still missing, but the data and the maps

and data relating to the Ottoman Empire period are available.

1I. Sources

In order to fulfill the purpose and tasks of the dissertation, the author studies a large
amount of written sources of different origins and of the most diverse types and genres. He also
uses studies by historians, archaeologists, numismatists and other specialists, drawing his own
conclusions with the help. The available narrative sources and the application on a flexible
approach in the research expand the possibilities for a more accurate representation of the events
and processes that took place in the XI1I and XIV centuries along the Maritsa river.

The main sources for the dissertation are the written ones. We have ancient sources. We
have a wide variety of medieval sources from Byzantium, Venice, Dubrovnik, ones from West
Europe, also Ottoman, Arabic, Slavic and especially Bulgarians sources.

The largest number of written records are stories and chronicles of medieval authors.
We also have travelers, which although dating from XV and XV centuries are a valuable source
and give us information about the settlements and road network in the region. Account books
and trade manuals are an invaluable resource for economic development. Diplomatic
documents, notes, commercial and political contracts are also preserved.

The lives of saints are important sources for the movement of relics and in some case
reflect military battles. The types of monasteries give us information about food and production
in the area. We also have archaeological sources, which in this research are secondary. We
should mention one of the few epigraphic sources such as the inscription in the church “St.
Forty Martyrs” in Veliko Tarnovo created to commemorate the Bulgarian victory at Klokotnitsa

from 1230. We also have numismatic sources that serve to locate trade and exchange of goods.

V. Structure of the dissertation

Chapter I. Roads along the Maritsa river valley

The research consists of three chapters. In the first chapter of the dissertation “Roads along

the Maritsa River Valley” the main routes that cross the river valley are traced first. These are

Via Diagonalis and Via Egnatia. Via Diagonalis is examined in Roman times, and through a
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comparative analysis of the sources the settlements along the river valley are established which
lie on the road from Trayan’s Gate in the lower course of the Maritsa. A sequential listing of
road stations and settlements has been with the distances between them also indicated. Then the
route of the road is examined in XIIl and X1V centuries. The similarities and differences that
occurred as a result of historical changes were sought and attempt is made to establish which
settlements along the Maritsa river valley remained on the main route and which of them
disappeared. An identical approach is applied when considering the other main road, Via
Egnatia, which connects with the river in lower course. Then secondary roads in Roman times
and the Late Middle Ages are examined. Water and land communications in the section from
Adrianople to Enos are given space. The pre-Rhodope routes that pass through settlements
located along the Maritsa river have also been traced. Diagrams and maps are attached to the
paragraphs that visualize the processes and complement the conclusions. In Roman times the
road stations along the Maritsa river, part of Via Diagonalis, including the four stations of the
Chirpan branch are 25. In the XIII century there are 18 stations, and in the X1V century after
the establishment of the Ottomans in the Balkans and in the region is decreased even more and
are 12. Some settlements disappeared completely or new ones are built in their place in sync
with the historical changes that occurred as a result of a change of eras and the lords of the
region. Such an example can be given with Constantsia, which is not present in Roman times,
but appears in sources testifying to the passage of knights from the Crusades through the region
and disappears as a way station in the XIV century. The most resistant are the largest cities
located along the Maritsa river like Philippopolis, Adrianople and Dimotika. The three ports of
the Maritsa River Trayanopolis, Phere and Enos are part of the Via Egnatia according to Roman
guidebooks and the two main roads jointed in the lower reaches of the river. This confirms the
importance of the region in terms of communication, transport and trade. The lower course of
the Maritsa river is a well-developed road network and the communications between
Adrianople and Enos are particularly interesting. As a result of the dynamics of time and the
continuous movement of masses of people the routes structural changes. Despite these temporal
metamorphoses and the various hypotheses as to whether the Via Diagonalis crossed from one
bank to the other the main road along the Maritsa river valley is intensively used from the XV
century onwards. The Maritsa river valley is a part of a developed road communication zone in
which many roads connect that connect settlements located along it with the rest of the cities in
Thrace. During the Middle Ages the system of communication networks along the Maritsa river
valley continued to be well functioning. Major road arteries and secondary ones especially those

in the lower course of the river, develop the region economically and commercially. In the
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middle of the XIV century, when the Ottomans settled in the Balkans and the region the roads
system is well mastered by them. They use it to launch their conquests towards the interior of
the Balkans, and also to carry out trade.

Chapter Il. “Wars and Diplomacy along the Maritsa River Valley in XIII and XIV

Centuries”

In second chapter of the dissertation “Wars and Diplomacy along the Maritsa River
Valley in XIII and XIV Centuries” are traced the political changes in the region in the late
Middles Ages, which are occurred as a result of the military campaigns, wars and battles in the
center of which there is always the Maritsa river valley. In addiction at various places along the
river valley, diplomatic meetings are held between the owners and treaties and agreements are
concluded, carried by the power of the world. The marriage between Michael Asen, son of the
Bulgarian king John Alexandar and the Byzantine princess Maria Palaeologina in 1339 in the
area of Komninovi Livadi on the Tundzha river, near Adrianople, completed the diplomatic
acts that took place in the region. In the XIII and X1V Centuries the region of the Maritsa river
is a military zone. At the beginning of the XIII century the main centers along the course of
Maritsa are Latin and Venetian. A sustained Venetian presence is established in Adrianople,
which become a Venetian commercial center. The battle of Adrianople from 1205, the brilliant
victory of the Bulgarians and the capture of the first Latin emperor Balduin shook the new state
at the very beginning of its existence. Even the chivalric revenge at Philippopolis from 1208
failed to “pacify” the processes and events in the region. After the battle of Klokotnitsa in 1230,
a large part of the Maritsa river valley passed into the boundaries of the strong Bulgarian state
and its ruler John Asen Il. From the 1340s to the end of the century the region is the object of
the interests of the Lascarides from Nicaea and after 1261 also of the Palaeologian as the
intervention of the Bulgarian rulers is in rivalry with that of emperors. In the 70s of the XIlII
century the Tatars carried out movements in the region, reaching Enos as a partners of the
Bulgarian king Constantin Tich Asen. At the beginning of the XIV century the valley also
“received” the Catalans whose leader is killed in Adrianople. The battle of Philippopolis in
1323 also attracted Alans soldiers. The fourth decade of the XIV century is fateful for the
region. Then more than 300 Aidans ships of Umur Pasha landed in Enos in support of John
Cantacuzenus. The results of the battle of Pythion in 1352 are a clear sign that nothing would
ever be the same again. In 1354 the fortress of Tsimpe on the Gallipoli peninsula is conquered

and the Ottomans used it as a base to launch their offensive in Thrace. The most important battle
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in the X1V century-that of Chernomen from 1371, which took place of the banks of the Maritsa,
marked the beginning of a new model of the existence of societies.

During the turbulent historical period of the XIII and X1V Centuries the region of the
Maritsa river underwent drastic transformations. The region “survived” six major battles, which
are supplemented by campaigns of Byzantine emperors, Bulgarian kings, Latins, Tatars,
Catalans and finally Ottomans. The main cities along the river valley are repeatedly attacked.
These political changes affected the economy and the trade in the region in the XIII and X1V

Centuries.

Chapter I11. Trade along the Maritsa river valley in X1I1 and XIV Centuries. Aplication

The third chapter of the dissertation is devoted to trade along the Maritsa river valley in
the XI1I and XIV Centuries. The analysis is aided by the official interstate documents of the
era: chrysobulls and treaties concluded between Byzantium and foreign merchants and
respectively between the Bulgarian kingdom and Dubrovnik, Venice and Genoa. In addition,
the author turns to other sources, mainly archaeological and numismatic. At the beginning is
presented the general economic picture in the region. The activity of the trade partners external
to the region, Venice, Dubrovnik and Genoa is monitored.

Dubrovnik traded in Adrianople. In the XIII century though the development of trade
relations with the Second Bulgarian kingdom Dubrovnik gained more opportunities to trade in
part of the Maritsa river valley, such as Dimotika. Within the Latin Empire, when Dubrovnik
is under the direct dependence of Venice, it also actively traded in Thrace, often in the interest
of Venice, but also independently. After the establishment of the Ottomans in the Balkans and
the conquest of the Maritsa river valley new and different opportunities are probably presented
to the merchants of Dubrovnik.

Venetian commercial influence along the river valley in the XIII century is been
established using information from official documents, such as the chrysobull of emperor
Alexios Il Angelos given in favor of Venice, granting in the right to duty-free trade in much
of the region. Venetian interests are preserved even after the conquest of Constantinople on
April 1204 from crusaders, which are reflected in two documents of the Partitio terrarum
imperii Romaniae, resulting in the “birth” of Venetian Romania. After the restoration of
Byzantium in 1261 with the help of Genoa, Venice’s place isn’t so leading, but the Venice’s
interests in the region remained the leading one in her policies with the Palaelogians and in the

XIV century with the Ottoman emirs. Emphasis is placed on the Venetian trade in grain from

10



Thrace in the fourteenth century and in particular on the role of the important export point of
the port of Rodosto.

In the X111 and X1V centuries the commercial interests of Venice, Genoa and Dubrovnik
intertwined in the region, and after the Middle of the XIV century. The absolute commercial
dominance of Venice during most of the XIII century turned the Maritsa river valley into a
Venetian-Latin one. The Genoese presence in Enos from XIV century is a commercial
competition with Venice, the aim of which is to preserve the acquired and expand the
commercial areas in influence. At the end of the XIV century the trade and the economy along
the Maritsa river entered a new stage for a long time, being completely carried out under the
control of the Ottomans. A special emphasis in the chapter is placed on coin circulation, as the
discovered Venetian, Byzantine and other coins testify to the presence of intensive commercial
operations in the XII1 and XIV centuries along the Maritsa river valley.

In conclusion of the dissertation the analyzes are summarized presenting the importance
of the river during the two centuries of the Late Middle Ages; the sequence of the aspects that
are considered in the three chapters-dynamics and changes of the road system is observed,
political history-related to specific places, cities, events and processes in the region of Thrace
and along the Maritsa river in the Thirteenth and Fourteenth centuries respectively; trade and
economic development of the region, respectively with the role of external partners such as
Byzantium, Dubrovnik, Venice, Genoa and finally the Ottomans.

V. Conclusions of the dissertation

In the Middle Ages as well as in Antiquity the Maritsa river is a strategic communication
artery connecting the Aegean Sea with the interior of Thrace and the Balkans. The river have
three ports. One is Trayanopolis (modern Trayanopoli in Greece), located on the west coast of
the river. The other is a Vira (Phere) also on the west coast, near the innermost course of the
delta. The third is Enos, connecting the sea with the eastern shore. The Maritsa river is navigable
by large boats from Enos to Adrianople and by smaller boats to Philippopolis and Antiquity
further up to the emporium of Pistiros, providing an ideal opportunity to use the river route for
both trade and commerce. The two main European roads, Via Diagonalis and Via Egnatia cross
the river Maritsa and join in its lower reaches.

The large urban centers located along the river-Dimotika, Adrianople and Philippopolis
proved many opportunities to connect with roads to the west along the Via Egnatia, to the north

to connect with the Danube and to the east — to the Black Sea. Secondary river and land routes
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are very well developed. Pre-Rhodopic roads crossing the valley of the Maritsa river are also
used very well throughout the highly developed Thracian road system. With the change of
historical eras changes occured in the transport system along the Maritsa river valley. Migration
waves of people change the density of the settlement network in the region. In the XI1I and XIV
centuries, the number of settlements along the main road decreased. Some disappear altogether,
but new ones also appear. Regardless of all the changes that Via Diagonalis underwent along
the Maritsa river valley, it remained the most usable even after the XIV century for military and
commercial purposes.

The other major European road, Via Egnatia, is also affected by the events and trials,
but continued to function throughout the Middle Ages. Secondary river and land routes are very
well developed and used during the period under study for both internal transfer of goods and
faster movement of people. The roads along the lower reaches of the Maritsa river are also used
in the Middle Ages and are intensively used during the Ottoman expansion along the Maritsa
river. The possibility to use the modern GIS tool very well complements the conclusions of the
research process and confirms that the Maritsa river valley is assigned a major place in the
region not only in the road and transport aspect, but also in the political one.

The strategic geographical position of the region of the Maritsa river determined the
great interest of all countries. A communication system is very well integrated in the entire road
and transport system of Thrace. Who controls the lower reaches of the Maritsa river will control
the approaches to the Aegean Sea on the one hand, and those to Constantinople on the other.
The road connections from Dimotika and from Adrianople provided an opportunity for political
and commercial expansion to the west along the Via Egnatia, thus gaining direct access to the
Adriatic Sea. From Philippopolis and Adrianople from Via Diagonalis and its branches offer
ideal opportunities for looking north towards the Danube. On the inner forks of the east it is
possible to move towards the Black Sea.

Dominance of the Maritsa river valley politically also means economic and commercial
supremacy. Trade along the Maritsa river valley during the period under review is influenced
by two factors — the Fourth Crusade of the XIII century, and the arrival of the Ottomans in the
Balkans in the middle of the XIV century. Within these two historical events the commercial
interests of Dubrovnik, Venice and Genoa, and finally the Ottomans became intertwined in the
region.

The possession of the valley of the Maritsa river and the most important cities along it

in the XIII and XIV centuries (as well as in all previous and subsequent historical periods)
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causes the increased interest of all political factors in the region, due to the favorable physical
and geographical conditions.

In the X111 and XIV centuries the Maritsa river is the center of many important events
and processes in which the interests of Bulgaria, Byzantium, Venice, the Latin Empire, The
Epirus Despotism, Nicaea, the Ottomans and Dubrovnik are intertwined. All the listed countries
are fighting for political economic or commercial influence in the region and their initial goal
is not the conquest of all of Thrace, but specifically the Maritsa river valley, because it is the

gateway to all of Thrace, and from there to Europe.

Dissertation contributions

- Among the historical publications available so far there is no similar comprehensive
study on the role of the Maritsa river in the XII1 and XIV centuries.

- Adetailed reading of a large volume of written and diverse sources of origin is presented
with a focus on important events that shaped the historical processes and that took place
in specific geographical points near Maritsa.

- The study of the penetration and establishment of the dominance of Venice ant its
merchants along the Maritsa river valley is useful. This topic is so far remained a bit out
of the general research related to Bulgarian history.

- A specific analysis of diplomatic documents of Bulgarian, Byzantine, Venetian and
Dubrovnik origin is made with a view to establishing a commercial presence in the
studied region.

- The prepared numerous maps and tables, which not only illustrate the results of the
research process, but also some of them-especially the GIS maps, reprent a real
contribution to historical geography for the period of the XIII and XIV centuries.

- Collected and arranged data on coinage and coin circulation, as well as on the finds of
Venetian coins along the Maritsa river valley contribute to a clearer understanding of

the intense trade contacts in the region.
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