CTAHOBMIIE

Ot npo@. a-p Tarana UBanoBa KoueBa, UHCTHTYT 3a n3ciieiBaHe HA HACEJIEHUETO  YOBEKa
npu bAH

Ha AUCEPTAIMOHEH TPYA 3a IPUCHKIaHEe HAa 00pa30BaTeIHATa M HAyYHA CTEIICH ,,JOKTOP*

oOuacT Ha BucIIe oOpa3zoBaHue 2. XyMaHUTAPHHU HAYKH
npodecroHanHo HanpasieHue 2.2. Vicropus v apxeoaorus

Hay4YHa CrenraHocT ,,HoBa u Hali-HOBa oOmia uctopus (bankancka ncropus)‘

ABTop: Meroau Kpymos Kpymon

Tema: ,IlomuTrka u BcekuaHeBHe B nBa OankaHcku rpaga: [ImosmuB m Kparyesan (1945-cpenata Ha
60-Te roauHm)

Hayuen pbpkoBoauten: gou.a-p Cuexxana dumurpona, KO3V , Heodurt Puncku®, bnaroesrpan

1. O0m0 npeAcTaBsiHE HA NPOLEAYPATA M JOKTOPAHTA

Cnc 3anmoBen Ne 886 ot 29.04.2024r. na Pekropa na KO3V ,,Heodut Puicku“, bnaroesrpasg
npod.n-p Hukomnait Mapus c¢bM ompeniesieHa 3a 4ieH Ha HAyYHOTO KypH 3a OCUTYpsIBaHE Ha Mpo-
Leaypa 3a 3alluTa Ha JUCepTalMOHEH TpyJ Ha Tema ,lloauThka 1 BCeKUAHEBUE B JBa OalKaHCKU
rpana: [TnoBnus u Kparyesarr (1945-cpenara Ha 60-te roaunan)™ 3a mpuago0MBaHe Ha 00pa3oBaTeI-
HaTa ¥ Hay4YHa CTETCH ,,JIOKTOP ™ B 00JIacT Ha BHcIIe oOpa3oBaHue 2. XyMaHUTApHU HAYKH, TIpode-
CHOHAJIHO HampasieHue 2.2. Vicropus u apxeosnorus, Hay4Ha CIeIHaiHocT ,,HoBa u Haii-HOBa 00-
ma ucropus (bankancka uctopus)“. ABTop Ha aucepTauronuus Tpya € Meroau Kpymos Kpymos—
JOKTOpaHT B penoBHa (hopma Ha oOyueHue KbM Katenpa ,lctopus®, IIpaBHo-uctopuueHcku da-
KyJITeT ¢ HaydeH pbkoBoauTen aoi.Ja-p CHexana lumurposa ot FO3Y ,Heodut Puncku®, bnaro-
eBIpa.

[IpencraBennar or Meroau KpymoB KpyMOB KOMIUIEKT MaTepuaiy BKJIIOYBA JUCEPTALIHOHEH
TPYZ, aBTOpedepar, CIUChK M KOMHUA Ha HAayyHUTE MyOJMKaluu, aBToOMorpadus B €BpONEHCKU
¢dbopMmart, OTUET 3a IPOBEPKA 3a aBTEHTUYHOCT Ha TEKCT, JOKa3Ballla OPUTHHAIIHUS XapaKTep Ha JIU-
CepTalMOHHUS TPYA U GOpMYJIp 3a UHIUBUAYATHUTE HAYKOMETPUYHHU TOKA3aTeNu, OKPUBAIIH C
65 TOUYKM M HaJICKayallll MUHUMAJIHUTE HAallMOHAJIHU U3UCKBAHUS.

Kparku Onorpadpuunu 1anuu 3a gokropanta: Meroau KpymoB e 3aBbpiimi OakanaBbpcka
crerneH no crnenuanHoct Mcropus /2014 r./ nu marucTbpcka creneH ,,bearapckara ucropus B 6ai-
KaHCKU U eBporeiicku konteket /2015 r./ B IV II. Xunenaapcku®. IIpemuHan e oOyuuTeneH
Kypc 3a paboTa ¢ apXuBH Ha TeMa ,, IHTeprpeTanysi Ha apXUTEKTYPHOTO U KYJITYPHOTO HaCIEAATBO
U Typu3bM Ha npexuBsiHoTo B ITY /2016 1/. OT 2016 1. 10 cera pabotu B Pernonanen ucropuuec-
ku My3eit, [1noBnuB, 3aBexxnamt otaen ,,bearapcko Be3paxkaane. [IpurexxaBa 1o00pu KOMIIOTHPHU
yMEHHS U I0OpO MO3HABaHE Ha aHTJIMHCKH €3HK.

3auuncieH e B pefoBHa (opma Ha TOKTOpaHTypa B Kareapa ,,Mcropus™ Ha [IpaBHO-UCTOpHUECKHS
¢dakynrer B O3V ,H. Puncku®, bnaroesrpaz. [Ipeacrass 4 myOnukanuu o TeMaTa Ha AUCEpTaIlH-
sTa.



2. AKTyaJIHOCT Ha TEeMaTHKATA

Temara 3acsira ¢1ab0 MpOyYEHH aCMEKTH B PETMOHATHUTE HCTOPHUYCCKU H3CIeaBaHus ¢ (o-
KyC BbpPXY COIMATMCTUYECKOTO MHHAJIO HA JBE KJIFOYOBHU 3a Pa3BUTHETO HA OBJITapCKOTO M FOrOC-
JIABCKOTO OOIIECTBO OT TO3U HCTOPHYECKU TIEPHOJ Ipajcku ariiomepaiu — [InoBaus u Kparyesaii.
Ha ocHoBara Ha MHOKECTBO Hay4HH pa3pabOTKH, KaKTO M Ype3 ChbOMpaHe M aHAIU3 Ha HEMPOYUYCHU
CMIIMPUYHU JaHHU JOKTOPAHTBHT CC OIMMMTBA JJda PCKOHCTPYHPA KAPTUHU OT BCCKUAHCBHUS XUBOT B
OCHOBHU 00J1aCTH — pa0oTa, 3/1paBeona3BaHe, o0pa3oBaHue U CBOOOIHO BpeMe - B JIBETE O0IIeCTBa
OT MepHOo/ia Ha PaHHUS COMAIM3bM. Bojen MOTHB B aHaliM3a Ha JOKTOPAHTA € Jia OCBETIM KaK Ce
CIIly4Ba MOJCPHH3MPAHETO Ha OBJIrapCKOTO U FOTOCIABCKOTO OOIIECTBO B ITBPBUTE JECETHIICTHUS
ciien Bropara cBeToBHA BOiHA Mpe3 MpU3Mara Ha KOMYHHUCTHYECKATa UCOIOTHS U Ha MApTUHHHUTE
umrnepariuBu Ha JKuBkoBus u TUTOBHS conMann3bMm. YCIOPEIHO C BIMSHHETO HA HICOJOTHATA,
JIOKTOPAHTHT MOKa3Ba M OHE3W MECTa Ha aBTOHOMUSI, HE3aBUCUMOCT M JIOPH ChIIPOTHUBA, KOUTO H3-
JM3aT U3BBbH HAIOKCHUS O(HUIMATICH COIHATMCTHYCCKH KAHOH U KOUTO M3TPAXIAT CreHu(UKUTE
Ha OBJITApCKUS M FOTOCIABCKHUS MOJIEN Ha COIHATUCTHYECKO pa3BuTHE. [IpOBEICHOTO M3CieaIBaHe
HaapacTBa 4YMCTO I/ICTOpI/IOFpa(l)CKI/IFI noaxoa u 3aciara TCMU OT Hay4YHHU oOJractu Ha APpyru COuruaJIHUu
HAayKH KaTO COLUOJIOTHUA, I[eMOFpa(bI/Iﬂ, HMKOHOMUHKAa, ITOJIMTHUKA U B TO3HU CMUCBHJI U3CIICABAHETO HOCH
MHTEPIUCIUIUINHAPEH XapaKTep, KOETO Ce BIMCBA B JOOpUTE CTAaHAAPTH Ha ChbBPEMEHHUTE COLM-
QITHH U3CJICABAHUSL.

3. Ilo3naBaHe Ha npodJiema

JIOKTOpaHTHT MO3HABA M3KIIOYUTEITHO 00pe HAYYHOTO IOJIE HAa JUCepTAllMOHHATA TeMa U
CUCTEMAaTU3Hpa 3HAUYUTEIEH OpOi M3TOUHUIM OT ObJrapckara U MEeXIyHapoJHaTa Hay4yHa JITepa-
Typa /110 aBTOpH Ha O6bArapcku e3uk U 90 aBTOpH Ha CPHOCKU, XBPBATCKU M AHTJIIMICKU €3UK/, 00-
mo 201 u3toynuka B bubmmorpadusta. OTaenHo ca HuTHpaHU 28 UHTEPHET U3TOYHUKA, 29 U3TOU-
HUKa ChC CTaTHCTUYecKa MHpopmauus 3a bbarapus u FOrocnasus, 22 u3TOYHUKA OT MEPUOJNYEH
nedat. 1 orpomen Opoil apxuBHM TOKyMeHTH OT bpkaBeH apxuB — [InosnuB /15 ponna/ u Llent-
pasieH nbprkaBeH apxuB /3 ¢onaa/. JJonmbaHutenHo ca npoydeHu 14 apxuBHU AokyMeHTH Ha [lo-
nutoropo Ha LK na BKII u 25 HoBompoyuenu nokymentu ot [[PY. ToBa e enHa M3KIIOYUTEITHO
Oorara 6a3a OT JaHHU — LU(POBU U TEKCTOBU MaTEpUaJIH, BbPXY KOSATO CTHIIBAT aHAJIM3UTE HA JOK-
TOpPaHTa U roJiiMa 4acT OT TE€3H JaHHU CTaBaT 00EKT Ha HAYYHO M3CJIEABAHE 3a IbPBU MbT.

4. MeToauka HA U3CJIeABAHETO

B meTononornuecky miaH JucepTanysTa ce OCHOBaBa Ha HeMcKata mikoia /Bepuep Konue/ B
CTPYKTypHaTa /colpaiHaTa/ HCTOpus, KOATO € OJM3Ka, HO U pa3jinyHa oT (peHcKaTa ImKoja ,,AHa-
mu“. U3noxkeHrnero Ha aucepTauusTa € QOKyCHpaHO BbpPXY M3CIE/ABaHE HA BCEKUIHEBHUTE CTPYK-
TypH Ha COIMAITHHS )KUBOT — paXKaaHe, paboTa, OTIUX, 3/paBe, 00pa3oBaHUE — Ype3 MUKPOHUCTOPH-
YeCKO M3ydaBaHE Ha JIBa rpajia B JIB€ COLMAINCTHYECKU OOIIEeCTBAa B MEPHOa HA paHHUS COLMAIIH-
3pM. CpaBHUTEIHUAT aHAJIM3 Ha JIBaTa COLMATMCTUYECKH I'pajia IMpe3 CTPYKTYpPUTE Ha BCEKU THEBH-
€TO JaBaT BB3MOXKHOCT JIa C€ OTKPOAT paziIHuusATa U CXOACTBaTa B X0Jla HA MOJAECPHHU3ALIMOHHUTE
MpOIECH KaKTO Mpe3 MpU3MaTa Ha COLMAIMCTHYECKaTa MJICOJOTHs B HEMHUTE Pa3HOBUAHOCTU Ha
TuroBus pexxuM Ha camoynpaBiieHne U JKHBKOBHUS COMANN3BM U CHOTBETHUTE UM MOJUTHKH, TaKa
Y TIpe3 pu3MaTa Ha KOJIEKTUBHHUTE CHIIPOTHBH ,,0TIONY" CPEILy YCIOBHUSITA Ha )KUBOT.



5. XapakTepuCTHKA M OLIEHKA HA INCEPTALMOHHUSA TPy U PHHOCUTE

JlcepTallMOHHUAT TPy UMa SICHA M JIOTHYECKH MOCIIEI0BATEIHA CIPSIMO O0EKTa Ha U3CIe/-
BaHE U M3CJIEIOBATEIICKUTE LIEJIM U 33/1a4u CTPYKTypa. Tol ce ChCTOM OT YBOJI, YETUPH TJIaBH, 3aK-
JIIOYCHUE, TPUIIOKEHUS, CIIUCHK C W3MOJ3BAaHUTE apXUBHU JOKYMEHTH, OuOnuorpadus U CIUCHK
ChC ChKparieHus: B ooem ot 293 crp. [IbpBara rinaBa € mocBeTeHa HAa PA3BUTHETO HA HHIYCTPHATA —
TIoTIOHeBa B [11oBnuB 1 aBToMOOMITHA — B Kparyesail, MOJUTUKHATE, CBbP3aHU C YCIOBHUATA HA TPY/I
Ha paOOTHUYECKATa Kjaca KaTo aBaHTap] Ha COMAIMCTUYECKOTO 00IIecTBO. JJOKTOpaHTHT mpec-
TaBsl JCTalIM3MpaHa XPOHOJOTHS W aHAU3 HA CTAaYKUTE Ha PaOOTHUIIUTE OT TIOTIOHEBATa IPO-
munieHocT ot 1947 r. u 1953 r. B IlmoBauB, B OCHOBaTa HA KOUTO Ca OIICTCHUTE MKOHOMHYCCKH
WHTEpECH Ha OBITapcKuTe PAOOTHHIIM 33 CMETKA Ha KOHTPOJIA OT CTPaHA HAa ChbBETCKATa MKOHOMHU-
ka. Bropara riaBa e mocBeTeHa Ha 0OPa30BAHHETO — CPEAHO M BHCIIE — PA3BUTHETO HA 00Opa3oBa-
TEJIHUTE CTPYKTYPHU U MECTHH MOJIUTUKU B KOHTEKCTA HAa COLMAIMCTUYECKATA UACOJIOTUS U UH]TYC-
Tpuanuzanus. Tperara riaBa JOTHYHO TpbhrBa OT AeMorpadckaTa CUTyalus B JBaTa Ipaja, 3a Ja
MPOJBIKM C PA3BUTHETO Ha 37PaBEOINAa3BaHETO, OTHOBO KAaTO CTPYKTYPH M MOJMTHKU. YeTBbpTaTa
rJiaBa € ¢ OKyc BbpPXy KHHOTO KaTo cepa Ha moTpediieHre U OTAUX cpell skutenute Ha [1nonus u
Kparyesain. OuepranuTe NPUHOCH HA AUCEPTALUATA Ca a/IEKBATHO OMUCAHU: EMIIMPUYHUAT aHATHU3
€ MHOT'0ACIICKTCH, CPAaBHUTEJICH M OTBApsl HOBU I0JIETA 32 MHTEPIPETAMU Ha c1abo mpoydeHu de-
HOMEHH B JIBaTa OaJIKaHCKH rpaja — MPUMEPHO, TIOTIOHEBUTE cTadku B [lmoBauB, mpexoaa ot Bo-
€HHa KbM I'pakJlaHCKa aBTOMOOMIIHA HHIYCTpHs B 3aBoja ,,L{ppBena 3actaBa®, Kparyesan, aeneru-
TUMAIMATA HA CTapUsl YUYUTEIICKU IEPCOHAI U yIapHOTO Ch3/1aBaHE HA HOB TaKbB U TIp. U TIP.

6. [Ipenenka Ha Ny0JIMKANMUTE U JIUYHUS PHUHOC HA JOKTOPAHTA

JIOKTOpaHTHT MpeacTaBs 4 mMyOIMKaKU 10 TeMaTa Ha TUcepTanuiTa — 2 OT KOUTO IMyOJHKYBaHU B
HAYYHH M3AaHus, pedepupaHy U MHIIEKCUPAHU B CBETOBHOM3BECTHH 0a3u JaHHM C Hay4HA WHQOP-
Maius U 2 - nyOJUKyBaHU B PEaKTUPaHU KOJIEKTUBHM TOMOBE. ABTOPOBHST MPUHOC € OpUTHHA-
JIEH.

7. ABTOpedepar

ABTOpedepaTbT 0Tpa3siBa CTPyKTypaTa Ha M3JI0KEHHETO M MpEeACTaBs Hail-BaKHUTE TE3H U
M3BOJIM HA NIPOBEIEHOTO U3CIIEIBAHE.

8. Kpurnynu 0eJIe:KKHM ¥ IPenopbKH

Karo Hacoka 3a 1mo-HaraThIlIeH aHAJIN3 OWX HacOYMJIa IOKTOPAHTA KbM OIEHKA Ha Pa3BUTHETO
Ha CTPYKTypUTE B pa3IUYHUTE c(pepu B CHIOCTABUTENICH IJIaH MO OTHOIICHHWE Ha Pe3yJTaTUTE OT
MOJIEpHU3aIMATA U CTENEHTA Ha JeUe0Noru3anus. Taka HanmpuMep, CTOM OTKPUT BBIIPOCHT — MO-
e JTU 37paBeolna3BaHeTo Jla ce 000c00M KaTo OTHOCHUTEHO MO-aBTOHOMHA CIIPSMO HUEOJIOTHYEC-
KaTa JOKTpuHa cdepa, B KOATO MOJEPHHU3AIMOHHUTE MPOIECH BOJIAT 10 MHOTO T00pH 3a 00II0TO
3JIpaBHO CHCTOSIHHE Ha XOpaTa pe3ysTaTu?

BrIpeku, ye JOKTOPaHTHT MPHUITO3HABA CBOS aHAJIM3 KAaTO MPEIUMHO OIUCATENIeH U OCHOBAH
JI0 M3BECTHA CTEIICH Ha aHaJW3 Ha KOJWYECTBEHHU JIaHHM, T00pE € /Ha MecTa/ aHaJM3bT Ja Ce HaJT-
pajd ¢ T0-33IBJIOOYCHU WHTEPIPETAIIMA HA T3 JaHHU. V3MOI3BaHETO HAa OTHOCHTEIHH JSIIOBE
BMECTO a0CONIOTHU ITU(PH € TIO-UIIOCTPATUBEH HAYMH 3a MPEACTaBIHE Ha I poBa HHPOpMAITHUSL.

VMa u3BecTHH HECHOTBETCTBHUS TP MPHUIIATAHETO HA CPABHUTEIHHS TIOIXO — HapuMep, Te-
MaTa 3a HOBOTO ChABP)KaHUE Ha yUEOHHIIMTE MPUCHCTBA B Maparpadure 3a odpazoBanueto B Kpa-
ryesall, JIOKaTo 3a MPOMEHHUTE B 00pazoBanueTo B [[10BIMB Ta3u TeMa OTCHCTBA.



3AK/IIOYEHHUE

JlucepTallMOHHUAT TPYA MOKa3Ba, 4€ JOKTOPaHTHT Metoau KpymoB mputexaBa 3aabiiooue-
HU TEOPETUYHH 3HAHUS B 00JIacTTa Ha MCTOpUOrpadusiTa, CONHATHATA UCTOPHS U PETHOHATHUTE
HMCTOPUYECKHU M3CJEIBAHUS 32 W3CIIEBAHUS UCTOPUYECKU MEpUo]. TEeKCTHT IeMOHCTpUpa J00pu
npodecroHalHu yMEHUs 3a ChOMpaHe U aHaJM3 HAa OTPOMHHM 0a3u OT apXWBHU JAHHU U JPYTH U3-
TOYHHUIHU, KOETO € aTecTaT 3a MPOBEXKAAHE HA CAMOCTOSTEITHO HAYYHO HU3CIIE/IBAHE.

VY6eneHo 1aBaM CBOSITa NOJI0HCUMENHA OYeHKa 3a TIPOBEACHOTO U3CIeABaHe U MpeaaraM Ha
MOYMUTAEMOTO HAYYHO KYpPH Jla IPUCHIN 00pa3oBaTeIHaTa U Hay4yHa CTEeMeH ,,JJOKTop* Ha Metoau
KpymoB KpymoB B o65acT Ha Bucie oOpa3oBanue: 2. XyMaHUTapHU HayKH; MpodecnoHalHo Harl-
paBienue 2.2. Vicropus 1 apXeoJiorusi, HayyHa CIieUaIHocT ,,HoBa 1 Haii-HOBa 0011a HcTOpUs
(bankancka ucropus)*

28.05 2024 r. HN3roTBHIIA CTAHOBHMILETO: «...cocvvvvvnveeeeereeennnnnnns

[Ipod. n-p Tarsna Kornena



OPINION

By prof. Dr. Tatyana lvanova Kotzeva,
Institute for Population and Human Studies at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences
of a dissertation on the award of the educational and scientific degree "Doctor":
Field of higher education 2. Humanities; professional field 2.2. History and Archaeology

Scientific specialty: "Modern and Contemporary General History (Balkan History)"

Author: Metodi Krumov Krumov

Ph D Thesis: "Politics and everyday life in two Balkan cities: Plovdiv and Kragujevac (1945-mid-
1960s)"

Scientific supervisor: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Snezhana Dimitrova, SWU "Neofit Rilski", Blagoevgrad

1. General presentation of the procedure and the doctoral student

By Order No 886 of 29.04.2024 of Prof. Dr. Nikolay Marin, Rector of SWU "Neofit Rilski",
Blagoevgrad, | was appointed as a member of the scientific jury to provide a procedure for the
defense of a dissertation on "Politics and everyday life in two Balkan cities: Plovdiv and
Kragujevac (1945-mid-1960s)" for acquiring the educational and scientific degree "Doctor" in the
field of higher education 2. Humanities, professional field 2.2. History and Archaeology, scientific
specialty "Modern and Contemporary General History (Balkan History)". The author of the
dissertation is Metodi Krumov Krumov — a full-time PhD student at the History Department,
Faculty of Law and History; supervised by Assoc. Prof. Dr. Snezhana Dimitrova from SWU "Neofit
Rilski", Blagoevgrad.

The set of materials presented by Metodi Krumov Krumov includes a dissertation, thesis
summary, list and copies of scientific publications, CV in European format, report for verification
of authenticity of text proving the original character of the dissertation and a form for individual
scientific metrics with 65 points that exceed the minimum national requirements.

Metodi Krumov has a Bachelor's degree in History (2014) and a Master's degree in Bulgarian
History in a Balkan and European Context (2015) at Plovdiv University "P. Hilendarski". He has
passed a training course for working with archives on "Interpretation of architectural and cultural
heritage and tourism of the experiences” in Plovdiv University / 2016 /. Since 2016 he has been
working at the Regional Museum of History, Plovdiv, Head of the Bulgarian Revival Department.
He has good computer skills and a good knowledge of English.

He was enrolled in full-time doctoral studies at the History Department of the Faculty of Law
and History at the South-West University "N. Rilski", Blagoevgrad. He presented 4 publications on
the topic of the dissertation.

2. Topicality of the PhD thesis

The topic concerns not comprehensively studied aspects in regional historical studies that
shed light on the socialist past of two key urban agglomerations - Plovdiv and Kragujevac - in the
development of Bulgarian and Yugoslav society from that historical period. Based on numerous
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body of studies, as well as through the collection and analysis of underresearched empirical data,
the PhD student tries to reconstruct pictures of everyday life in the main areas - work, health,
education and leisure - in both societies from the period of early socialism. A leading motive in the
analysis of the PhD student is to shed light on how the modernization of Bulgarian and Yugoslav
society took place in the first decades after World War 11 through the prism of communist ideology
and the party imperatives of Zhivkov's and Tito’s socialism. Along with the influence of ideology,
the PhD student also presents those spaces of autonomy, independence and even resistance that go
beyond the imposed official socialist canon and which build the specifics of the Bulgarian and
Yugoslav model of socialist development. The conducted research surpasses the purely
historiographical approach and touches on topics from scientific fields of other social sciences such
as sociology, demography, economics, politics and in this sense, the study is interdisciplinary in
nature, which fits into the good standards of modern social studies.

3. Knowledge of the problem

The PhD student knows extremely well the research area of the dissertation topic and
systematizes a significant number of sources from the Bulgarian and international scientific
literature (110 authors in Bulgarian and 90 authors in Serbian, Croatian and English), a total of 201
sources in Bibliography. Separately, 28 Internet sources, 29 sources with statistical information
about Bulgaria and Yugoslavia, and 22 sources from periodicals were cited. And a huge number of
archival documents from the State Archives — Plovdiv /15 funds/ and the Central State Archive /3
funds/. In addition, 14 archival records of the Politburo of the Central Committee of the BCP and 25
newly studied documents from the CIA were studied. This is a wealthy database of data — digital
and textual materials on which the analyses of the doctoral student are based. Much of this data
becomes the subject of scientific study for the first time.

4. Methodology of the study

In methodological terms, the dissertation is based on the German school (Werner Conce) in
structural (social) history, which is close but also different from the French Annals School. The
content of the dissertation is focused on the study of the everyday structures of social life — birth,
work, recreation, health, and education — through the microhistorical study of two cities in two
socialist societies in the period of early socialism. The comparative analysis of the two socialist
cities through the structures of everyday life makes it possible to highlight the differences and
similarities in the course of modernization processes both through the prism of socialist ideology in
its varieties of Tito's regime of self-government and Zhivkov's socialism and their respective
policies, as well as through the prism of collective resistances "from beneath” against living
conditions.

5. Characteristics and evaluation of the dissertation and its contributions

The dissertation follows a clear and logically consistent structure to the object of study and
the research goals and objectives. It consists of an introduction, four chapters, a conclusion,
annexes, a list of archival documents used, a bibliography and a list of abbreviations in a volume of
293 pages. The first chapter is devoted to the development of the industry — tobacco industry in
Plovdiv and car industry in Kragujevac, the policies related to the working class as a vanguard of
socialist society. The PhD student presents a detailed chronology and analysis of the strikes of the
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tobacco industry workers from 1947 and 1953 in Plovdiv, the basis of which are the harmed
economic interests of the Bulgarian workers at the expense of the control by the Soviet economy.
The second chapter is devoted to education — secondary and higher — the development of
educational structures and local policies in the context of socialist ideology and industrialization.
The third chapter logically starts from the demographic situation in both cities to continue with the
development of healthcare sector, again as structures and policies. The fourth chapter focuses on
cinema as an area of consumption and recreation among the residents of Plovdiv and Kragujevac.
The outlined contributions of the dissertation are adequately described: the empirical analysis is
multifaceted, comparative and opens new fields for interpretations of not comprehensively studied
phenomena in the two Balkan cities — for example, the tobacco strikes in Plovdiv, the transition
from military to civil car industry at the Crvena Zastava plant, Kragujevac, the delegitimation of the
old teachers' staff and the shocking creation of a new one, etc. etc.

6. Evaluation of the publications and personal contribution of the doctoral student

The PhD student presents 4 publications on the topic of the dissertation — 2 of which were
published in scientific journals, referenced and indexed in world databases of scientific information
and 2 - published in edited collective volumes. The author's contribution is original.

7. Thesis summary

The thesis summary follows the structure of the content and presents the most important theses and
conclusions of the conducted research.

8. Critical comments and recommendations

As a guideline for further analysis, | would recommend the doctoral student to assess the
development of structures in different spheres in comparative terms from the standpoint of the
effects of modernization and the degree of de-ideologization. For example, the question is open —
can the healthcare sector be differentiated as a relatively more autonomous sphere from the
ideological doctrine in which modernization processes lead to positive results for people's general
health and well-being?

Although the PhD student defines his analysis as predominantly descriptive and based to
some extent on quantitative data analysis, it is good to upgrade the analysis with deeper
interpretations of this data. Using relative shares instead of absolute figures is a more illustrative
way of representing digital information.

There are some discrepancies in the application of the comparative approach — for example,
the topic of the new content of textbooks is present in the paragraphs on education in Kragujevac,
while for the changes in education in Plovdiv this topic is absent.



Conclusion:

The dissertation shows that the PhD student Metodi Krumov has in-depth theoretical
knowledge in the field of historiography, social history and regional historical studies. The text
demonstrates good professional skills in collecting and analyzing huge databases of archival data
and other sources, which is a testimonial for conducting independent scientific research.

| confidently give my positive assessment of the research and propose to the members of the
honorable scientific jury to award the educational and scientific degree "Doctor" of Metodi Krumov
Krumov in the field of higher education: 2. Humanities; Professional field 2.2. History and
Archaeology, scientific specialty "Modern and Contemporary General History (Balkan History)"

28.05 2024 Prepared opinion: ..........cccoeveveeveennenn,

Prof Dr Tatyana Kotzeva



