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Hayuen ppkoBoauten: ou. n-p Mapuo Mapunos

O0ma xapakTepucTHKA HA ANCEPTANMOHHMA TPYA. /(ucepraliluoHHUST TPy, KOUTO €
MIPEJICTaBEH 3a CTAHOBHILE € ChCTaBEH OT yBOJ, TPH IJIaBH, 3aKII0YeHUE, Oubmmorpadus,
CIUCHK Ha U3MOI3BAHUTE CHKPAILIEHUS, 3 IPUIOKEHHS, KAKTO U CAMOOIIEHKA Ha IPUHOCUTE
JloGaBeH e U CUCHK Ha MyOJIMKAIMUTE IO TeMaTa Ha JOKTOpCKaTa aucepTanus. Te ca Tpu
Ha Opoil B akaJieMUYHU U3JaHMs C HAy4YHO PELEH3UpPaHE U OTTOBapsT Ha KPUTEPUUTE 3a
myOIMKany, HOCeI HeoOXoauMusi Opoi TOYKHM CIIOpes] M3UCKBAaHHTAa Ha 3aKoHA 3a
PACPBD u IIpaBunnuka 3a HEroOBOTO MpHiIoKeHue. TpyasT € paspaboreH € B o0eM oT 238
CTpaHUIIU, OT KOUTO OCHOBEH TekcT 207 crpanuiy, 3 Tabnuuu, 5 ¢urypu u 34 rpadpuku.
N3non3Banu ca 132 ustoynuka, ot kouto 114 Ha 6barapcku, 17 Ha aHrMiicky, 1 Ha pyckH,
KaTo 24 oT TsX ca neyatHu (ureparypuu), 108 onnaiin u3rounuka. L{sumoro uscnenapane e
U3ISUI0 PEJIEBAHTHO HA COLIMOJIOTMYECKUS NOIXOJ, AHTaKUPAaHO € € SICHO HM3pa3eHa
COLIMOJIOTMYECKA ITEPCIIEKTHBA B HAYYHO-TEOPETUYEH U IPAKTUKO-TIPUIIOKEH IUIAH U B TO3U
CMHCBHJI HabJIHO CHOTBETCTBA Ha JOKTOpCKaTa IporpaMa, B KOSITO € pa3paboTeHo.
PasrnexxnaHusT HayueH MpoOJeM € U3KIIOUUTEIHO aKTyajeH, MpUTeXaBa OCBEH
U3CIIEA0BATENICKU CBINO M XYMAaHHUCTUYEH M MOPAJIECH AKIEHT, KAaKTO U MMa pa3Iu4HU
U3MEPEHUsl — LIEHHOCTHH, COLIMATIHU U MeAuKo-¢pmiocopcku. M3caenBaHeTo ce oTan4aBa
ChC 3aBJIOOYEHO MPOYUYBAHE HAa TEOPETUYHHUTE M3TOUHHUIM, KAKTO U C yMmena paboTa ¢
EeMIIUPUYHU JTaHHU C KOJIMYECTBEHU KaueCTBEHU METO/HM, KaTo IEMOHCTpHpa MHOTO 100pa
MpaKkTU4YecKa KOMIIETEHTHOCT OT CTpaHa Ha JOKTOpaHTa. ABTopedeparbT € MHOI0
NoJIpOOEH, CTPYKTYpPUPAH € MOAXOSIIO0 U BAPHO U U3UEPIATEIHO MPEeIaBa ChAbPKAHUETO
Ha AUCEPTAUOHHUS TPY . JJOKTOPAHTHT € MPUIIOKII CIIUCHK € TPU My OIMKALIMKY IO TeMaTa
B HaAy4YHHM COOpHMIIM WJIM MEPHOJUKA C HAYYHO pelieH3upaHe. Bcuuku Te ca mo Temara Ha

H3CJIICABAHCTO W OILIC BEAHDBIK JOKA3BAT AHTaAXXHUPAHCTO HA JOKTOpPAHTAa KbHM H36paHaTa



TEeMaTHKa, KaKTO ¥ ¢ HeOOXOIMMOCTTA J1a MMPEACTaBH IIPe]l HayuyHaTa OOIIHOCT pe3yITaTuTe
Ha cBos Tpyd. C TOBa BCHUKH M3UCKBAHUS — (POPMATHU M ChIBPIKATEIHU — 32 JOMyCKaHE
Ha IMCepTanusiTa J0 MmyOoJndHa 3amuTa u 3a npugoousane Ha OHC ,,nokTop* oT cTpaHa Ha
KaHJUJaTa ca U3MbJIHEHH.

Chabp:kaHue, AaKTYaJHOCT M OCHOBHHM HAYYHH AaKLIEHTH HA U3CJIeIBAHETO.
JIMcepTalMOHHUAT TPYJ CE€ OTJIMYaBa C METOJOJOTHYECKA TOCICIOBATEIIHOCT M MHOTO
I00po TMO3HAaBaHE Ha HayyHUs mpoOjeM OT cTpaHa Ha aucepTanta. ChABPKATETHO H
JUCepTaOUIIHO 3BYYaT U XUIIOTE3UTE HA U3CIIEIBAHETO, KAKTO U OCHOBHATA JOKTOPCKA Te3a
(c. 10 -11). lHBamMaHOCTTA HE € KAYeCTBO MJIM aTpHOyT HA YOBEK B JIMUYCH HIIH COLHAIICH
IUTaH, TS € Pe3yNTaT OT COIMAITHOTO OOKPHKEHUE, OT COIMATHATA CPElla U CIISOBATEITHO
3aBHCH OT COIIMAJIHATA CTPYKTypa Ha OOIMIECTBOTO. B TO3M CMHCHI COLMOJIOTHYECKUS
TOJIXOJ1 € U3KIIIOYUTENIHO PeIeBAHTEH HA HENIMTE U 3aJa4yuTe Ha AucepTanuaral. ABTOpbT
JEMOHCTpHpA H3KIIOYUTETHO IIUpoKa Oubnmorpadcka OCBEJOMEHOCT KAaTo Hay4dHO-
TEOPETUYHA OCHOBA Ha CBOsITA padOTa KaTo M3IMOJ3Ba paOOTUTE KAaKTO Ha OBJITApCKH, TaKa
Y Ha YyXJIU aBTOPH, BKJIFOUMTEITHO ¥ MHOTO IICHHUTE U OMX Ka3aj MHOHEPHU TPYJOBE B
obrnactra - Te3u Ha mpod. ncH boxumap MBkoB. B mbpBa rimaBa aBTOPBT MpencTaBs
TEOPETUYHATA CHITHOCT U €TUMOJIOTHTA HA HHBAJIMTHOCTTA KaTO (PU3UYECKO ChCTOSHUE U
COIMAJTHOTO OTHOIICHHE KbM Hes, BKIIOYHTEITHO TIOHATHATA, W3MOJI3BAHU MPU HEHHOTO
o0o3HauaBaHe. M3nmoxkeHUETO € MOAPOOHO W ChC 3aBJIOOYECH aHAIM3 HAa OCHOBHHUTE
KOHIEMIUU/MOJIETH - MEAWIIMHCKH M COIMAJICH - 3a OMHCaHWe W OOsSCHEHHE Ha TO3U
(denomeH. BbB BTOpa ri1aBa JOKTOPAHTHT € MOCBETHI YCHIIHS 3a U3SICHSIBAHE HA MACTOTO
Y OTHOIIIEHUETO KbM HHBATMTHOCTTA B OCHOBHUTE C(hepH Ha COIMATTHUS KUBOT, HAIIPUMED
TPYyJIOBa 3aeTocT, oOpa3oBaHUE, 3paBeoNa3BaHe, apXUTCKTYpPEH JOCTHI M MOOWIHOCT,
ceMeifHa cpesia. Y CIeIIHO ChIIO Taka ca ONMUCAHU M aHATTU3UPaHH ca HAKOU OT SBIICHUSTA,
dbopMupally HATUYMETO Ha WHBAJIUIHOCT KaTo colraiHa rpanuina. [locneaHoro nonstue
€ BaXHO M OCHOBHO 32 HM3CJICJIBAHETO W JICMOHCTPHUpA OPUTHHAIHUS HAydeH IOJXO]l Ha
Miaaus uzcnaenoaten. Cropel Hest TO JOHSIKBIE ChBIAa C TOBA 3a ,,collMaiHa Oapuepa,
HO TIPEIOCTaBs BB3MOXKHOCT 32 €THO MO-SICHO Je(UHUPAHE HA CHIECTBYBAIIUTE COLUATHH
SIBJICHHSI M TIpoIlecH (hopMupaly pamka MKy 3apaBeTo U Oosectra (,,pa3aeiauTenHa

JIMHUS B KAaU4eCTBOTO 1 Ha HOpMa MCKIY CbCTOAHUATA 3APABC U I/IHBaJ'II/I,Z[HOCT“, C. 76)

! ,3aJ10:)KeHUTE MOHATHSA ,,HETPYA0CIOCOOHOCT™ U ,,TPyI0CNIOCOOHOCT  YacT OT TEPMUHOJIOTUATA Ha
OCHTYPHTEIHOTO MPABO ¥ MEAWIIMHCKUTE EKCIIEPTHH KOMHCHS CIIOCOOCTBAT 3a pa3JensHeTo Ha ,,Hac™ OT ,,Te
w1 06ocoOsiBaHe Ha T.Hap. pa3BaieHa naeHTn4HocT (I"odman) cripsMo yoBeka ¢ nHBamMHOCT . (c. 103)



Tpera rimaBa e KiIO4YOBa 3a M3CIEABAHETO M yOEOUTEIHO J10Ka3Ba BB3MOXKHOCTTA Ha
JOKTOpaHTa Ja M3I10JI3Ba COLMOJIOTUYECKUSI METOJ 3a JOKa3BaHE Ha CBOUTE Te3u. Bb3
OCHOBAa Ha IIPOBEJACHUTE AaBTOPCKU COLIMOJIOTMYECKH H3CIEABAHUS, KOJIUYECTBEHO
IIPOYyYBaHe Ype3 OHJIAWH aHKeTa U JbJIOOUYMHHHN HHTEPBIOTA, Ca IOThPCEHU M aHAIN3UPAHU
¢dakTopute B nporeca Ha (popMupaHe Ha COLMAIHU I'PAaHULIU IPU JIMLATA C PeBMaTUYHU
3abomsiBaHus. V3mon3BaHM ca MHAYKTUBHU M JACAYKTUBHHU IOAXOIM 3a JOCTUTaHE JI0
JOCTOBEPHOCT M BAIMIHOCT Ha PEMpPE3CHTAIMs Ha pe3yJITaTHTE U Ha 0000LICHHUATA BB3
OCHOBa Ha IpoBejeHuTe uiciensanus. CUIHO BIEYATICHUE MPABST MOJOKEHUTE YCUITUS
3a omnMcaHue, OOsCHEHHEe W aHaiu3 Ha (EHOMEHa Ha XpOHWYHaTa (¢u3uuecka Ooika
(,,OTBXKIIECTBSIBaHA caMa 110 cebe cu KaTo 3a0omsBaHe™ — ¢.156) u HEWHHUTE MMOCIICTUITH 32
JUYHOCTTAa C IIOMOLITa Ha couuojorndeckuss Meron. Ho To3m mpobiem Hocu U
U3KIIIOYUTEIHO CUIIEH MopaliHO-(unocodeku 3apsaa. bonkara e crpajanue, 4ecTo IbTH TS
e Heu3OexHa M JOpM MMaHEHTHA 3a YOBEKa, HO TOBa HE O3HayaBa, ye TpsOBa Ja ce
pUMHUpSIBAME C Hes, a /1a MPaBUM BCHYKO BH3MOXHO Ja 51 OOJIEKYUM U 110 BB3MOXKHOCT —
Jla S U3LEIUM CbhC 3HAHUATA HAa MEAMIMHATA, Ja sl CHOJEIMM 4Ype3 MOpaJHUS aKT Ha
ChCTPaJaHUETO, a HAaMaJIUM HEMHOTO HEraTMBHO BIUSHHE Ype3 IMPEMUCICHA COolMaliHa
MOJIUTUKA — TOBA € YPOKBT Ha KYJITypHaTa ¥ PEIMTHO3HATA TPAAULIMU [0 OTHOLICHHE Ha
Hesl. BakeH acneKkT Ha M3CIIEJIBAHETO € U YCTAHOBSBAHETO HA COLIMATHUTE OTHOIICHUS U
poJiu KbM XoOpaTa ChbC 3a00JsBaHUS (MHBAIMN), KaTO aBTOPHT HE KpHE, Ye JIMUYHATA CH
OLICHKA, Y€ ,,[pOMsIHATA HA HAa3BaHHETO [HA juye ¢ yspesicoanus)] He BHHATH HMPOMEHS
oTHoleHueTo  (c. 166). duznyeckuTe NPensaTCTBUS B CpeiaTa ca CUMITOM 3a COLUAIHU
OTHOIICHUS HA [UCTaHIMpaHE W JOpU H3KIIOUYBAHE Ha XopaTa CbC CIEUUPUUHU

3a00JIIBAHKS?

. ToBa csaxkam mnorBbpkaaBa Te3aTa Ha Pyko, ye ,,HOPMAIHOTO® c€
OCBIIECTBSIBA Ype3 IMPUHLUINA Ha NPUHYJAaTa. ABTOPHT KaTErOpUYHO HACTOsIBA 3a
HE00XOIMMOCTTa OT BHBEXK/IaHETO Ha TEPMHUHA ,,yBPEKIaHe B KOHTEKCTa Ha HyXkJaaTa OT
COIIMAJIHO TIPHOOIIaBaHe, KOETO J1a 3aMEHU TEPMHHHU, KOUTO, OCBEH Y€ Ca CEMaHTUYHO
HETOYHH, U31aBaT U OCTapeJ'II/I, MapI‘I/IHaJ'II/ISI/IpaIIII/I JIPYFI/I xopa COIMAJIHU OTHOILICHUA.

Ouenka Ha mMoOJyYeHMTe HAYYHH W HAYYHO-TIPHJIOKHM Pe3yJTAaTH H TNPHHOCH.
N3noxennero Ha AMCEPTAMOHHUS TPYJ NPEICTaBs €IHO YCHEUIHO W3BBLPIICHO U
3aIBI00YEHO U3CTIeIBaHe Ha IPOOIEMUTE Ha BIUSHUETO HA XPOHUYHOTO PEBMATOIOTUYHO

3a00/ABaHe U COMUAIHUTE YCJIOBH HA KHUBOT CIIPSAMO JiMIIaTa C TO3W BUI 3360J’I${BaHI/I$I,

(dhopmupaIy WHBAIUIHOCTTA B COIIMAIHA TpaHUIAa Kato obmecTBeH ¢peHomeH. OcBeH ye

2 “ganMYMeTo HA OTPEJIENIEHN MECTa Ha (PU3HMYECKH HECHOOPA3eHa OKOJIHA CPE/Ia 3a JIMIA C YBPEKIAHHS,
CBIIECTBYBAILOTO COI[MAIHO OTHOIIEHHE KbM JIpyrocTTa, popmupano cronerus Hazazn’, c. 201



BKJIIOYBA M3SICHSBAaHE Ha TEOPETUYHMUTE ACHEKTH, TO €IHO3HAYHO JI0Ka3Ba CEPUO3HUTE
IIPAaKTUYECKU M3CIIEJOBATEIICKA YMEHMS Ha CBOs aBTOp. JlOKTOPAaHTBHT JEMOHCTpUpa
BHCOKa OuOnmorpadcko-TeopeTHiHa 0CBEJOMEHOCT U YMeI MoA0Op Ha 3HaYUTENEeH Opoit
OCHOBHM M3TOYHMLM. M370XKEHHETO ce OTIMYaBa C JIOTMYecKa II0CIEN0BATEIHOCT U
3a/bJIO0YEHOCT Ha aHAJIN3a, KAKTO U C OTJIMYHO [103HAaBaHE HA OCHOBHUTE MOHSATHUS, BbPXY
KOUTO TOH ce rpaau. Bucoka Hay4Ha pelneBaHTHOCT HA U3CIIEABAHETO NIPUIaBa AaHAIM3a Ha
KOHKPETHAaTa COLIMAJIHA CUTYaIUsl ¥ OIPEENIIHETO Ha COLMAIHUTE Oapuepu Ipe] Jiumara
C yBpexaaHus. M3nons3BaHMTe METOJA Ha M3CIE/IBaHE — JONUTBAHE — 4pe3 aHKeTa U
MHTEPBIO J1aBa Bb3MOXKHOCT J1a € HaMEepU EMIIMPUYHOTO ChOTBETCTBUE MEKIY LISJIOCTHATA
TEOpETUYHA KOHLENTYyajJHa paMKa Ha M3CJIEBAHETO U IPOSBICHUETO i B MpaKkTUKaTa Ha
COILIMAJIHUTE WHCTUTYTH M OTHOIICHHATA B CAMOTO 00ImIecTBO. [lo opurnHaneH HauyuH ca
ONUCaHU U OOSCHEHM MOJEIM, MPAKTUKH, MOJUTUKH, KAKTO M Ca HAIpaBEHU BaKHU
IIPAKTUYECKH IPENOPBKH BB Bpb3Ka ¢ TeMaTa. M3KII0UUTeIHO CHITHO BIIeUaTJIEHUE IPaBU
oOmMpHaTa COLMOJOrWYecKa KyITypa Ha IOKTOpPAaHTa, 3all03HAHCTBOTO My C Haid-
BJIUSITEJIHUTE aBTOPU — OBJIFApPCKU U UYKJU, C U3CIEI0BATENICKH TPYJOBE U IyOJIMKaLUU
10 TeMaTa, KOeTO My JlaBa Bb3MOXKHOCT 12 JJOCTUTHE JI0 BaXKHU KOHIIETITYyaIU3allu1 B Hesl.
3akuouenue. [lycepTalluoOHHUS TPYA, KONTO MU Oelle MpeICTaBeH 3a CTaHOBMIIE, UMa
BaXHU TEOPETUYHA 3HAYUMOCT M IpakTuyecka croifHocT. Toil chabpka coOCTBEHa U
OpHUIMHAJIHA T€3a, KAKTO M J0Ka3Ba yMEHUATA Ha aBTOpAa CU CaMOCTOATENIHO Ja MpOyYBa,
Yype3 MOJIXOASII0 N30paHU METOIU, KaKTO U J1a JOCTHUra /10 IOCTOBEPHHU M apryMEHTUPAaHU
U3BOAM C TOMOIITAa HA COLIMOJIOTMYECKOTO 3HaHHe. M3cnenBaHeTo € pa3paboTeHO BBHB
Ba)KHA COIIMOJIOTMYECKa NEpClIeKTHBa C JIOCTaThYHA TEOPETHMYHA JBhJIOOYMHA H
MpaKTUYeCcKa 3HAYMMOCT [0 BaXEH M aKTyaleH couuaneH npobiem. I[loTBbpxknaBam
MOJIOKUTETHO CaMOOIIEHKAaTa 3a HAyYyHUTE MPHHOCH, MEXIy KOUTO OUX OTKpOMJI
cbOpaHaTa 0a3a JaHHM 3a MHBAJUAHOCTTA MPH PEBMATUYHU 3a00NSIBaHUS, KAaKTO M
KOHKpPETHUTE MPENOpbKU 32 3aKOHOBU NPOMEHM 32 OTCTPAHSBAaHE HAa ChHIIECTBYBAILU
COLIMAJTHO OrpaHMYaBallld MPAaKTUKHU. YO0edeHO MpeljiaraMm Ha yBa)kaéMUTE YICHOBE Ha
Hayunoto xypu mpa mpucwaar Ha AHUTA I'EOPI'MEBA BEJJHUKOBA-XPUCTOBA
OHC ,,nokT0p“ mo npodecnonanno HampasieHue 3.1. Counonsorusi, aHTPONOIOTU U
HayKH 3a KyJaTypara 3a IucepTaluoHHMs U Tpyl Ha tema ,, JHBAJIMJHOCTTA KATO
COLHAJIHA I'PAHUL]A 1IPHU JIUL]A C PEBMATOJIOI'MYHU 3ABOJIABAHUA.

[Ipod. n-p Huxonait Muxaiinos,
14.06.2024 r.



REVIEW
by Prof. Nikolay Kirilov Mihailov, PhD, Sofia University "St. Kl. Ohridski”, FIMC,

Department of Communication, Public Relations and Advertising, member of the scientific jury
on the procedure for obtaining the educational and scientific degree PhD in a professional field
3.1. Sociology, Anthropology and Cultural Sciences, PhD Program in Sociology, SWU "Neofit
Rilski" with PhD thesis on topic "Disability as a social border in persons with

rheumatologic diseases' by Anita Georgieva Bednikova-Christova

Scientific supervisor: Assoc. Prof. Mario Marinov, PhD

1. General characteristics of the dissertation work. The dissertation submitted for opinion is
composed of an introduction, three chapters, a conclusion, a bibliography, a list of abbreviations
used, 3 appendices, as well as a self-evaluation of the contributions. A list of publications on
the topic of the doctoral dissertation has also been added. There are three of them in peer-
reviewed academic publications and they meet the criteria for publications carrying the required
number of points according to the requirements of the Law and the Regulations for its
application. The work is developed in a volume of 238 pages, of which the main text is 207
pages, 3 tables, 5 figures and 34 graphics. 132 sources were used, of which 114 in Bulgarian,
17 in English, 1 in Russian, 24 of which are literary, 108 online sources. The entire research is
entirely relevant to the sociological approach, is committed to a clearly expressed sociological
perspective in a scientific-theoretical and practical-applied plan, and in this sense fully
corresponds to the doctoral program in which it was developed. The examined scientific
problem is extremely topical, it has, in addition to research, a humanistic and moral accent, as
well as different dimensions - value, social and medical-philosophical. The research is
distinguished by a thorough exploration of theoretical sources as well as skillful handling of
empirical data with quantitative qualitative methods, demonstrating very good practical
competence on the part of the PhD student. The abstract is very detailed, structured
appropriately and faithfully and comprehensively conveys the content of the dissertation work.
The PhD student has attached a list of three publications on the topic in peer-reviewed scientific
journals or periodicals. All of them are on the topic of the research and once again prove the
commitment of the doctoral student to the chosen topic, as well as the need to present the results
of his work to the scientific community. With this, all the requirements - formal and substantive
- for the admission of the dissertation to public defense and for the acquisition of the educational

and scientific degree "PhD/Doctor" by the candidate have been fulfilled.
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2. Content, relevance and main scientific highlights of the study. The dissertation work is
distinguished by methodological consistency and a very good knowledge of the scientific
problem on the part of the dissertation student. The hypotheses of the research, as well as the
main doctoral thesis (p. 10-11), sound substantial and dissertational. Disability is not a quality
or attribute of a person in a personal or social plan, it is a result of the social environment, of
the social environment and therefore depends on the social structure of the society. In this sense,
the sociological approach is extremely relevant to the goals and tasks of the dissertation. The
author demonstrates an extremely wide bibliographic awareness as a scientific-theoretical basis
of his work by using the works of both Bulgarian and foreign authors, including the very
valuable and I would say pioneering works in the field - those of Prof. DSc. Bozhidar Ivkov. In
the first chapter, the author presents the theoretical essence and etymology of disability as a
physical condition and the social attitude towards it, including the concepts used in its
designation. The exposition is detailed and with an in-depth analysis of the main
concepts/models - medical and social - for describing and explaining this phenomenon. In the
second chapter, the doctoral student has devoted efforts to clarify the place and attitude towards
disability in the main spheres of social life, for example, employment, education, health care,
architectural access and mobility, family environment. Some of the phenomena forming the
presence of disability as a social boundary have also been successfully described and analyzed.
The last concept is important and fundamental to the research and demonstrates the original
scientific approach of the young researcher. According to her, it somewhat coincides with that
of a "social barrier”, but provides an opportunity for a clearer definition of the existing social
phenomena and processes forming a framework between health and illness ("a dividing line in
its quality as a norm between the states of health and disability”, p. 76).

The third chapter is key to the study and convincingly proves the possibility of the doctoral
student to use the sociological method to prove his theses. Based on the author's sociological
research, quantitative research through an online survey and in-depth interviews, the factors in
the process of forming social boundaries among persons with rheumatic diseases were searched
and analyzed. Inductive and deductive approaches were used to reach the credibility and
validity of the representation of the results and of the generalizations based on the conducted
research. A strong impression is made by the efforts made to describe, explain and analyze the
phenomenon of chronic physical pain ("identified in itself as a disease™ - p.156) and its
consequences for the personality with the help of the sociological method. But this problem
also carries an extremely strong moral-philosophical charge. Pain is suffering, often it is

inevitable and even immanent for man, but this does not mean that we should put up with it,
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but do everything possible to relieve it and if possible - to heal it with the knowledge of
medicine, to share through the moral act of compassion, to reduce its negative influence through
thoughtful social policy - this is the lesson of cultural and religious traditions regarding it. An
important aspect of the research is also the establishment of social relations and roles towards
people with diseases (disabled), and the author does not hide his personal assessment that
"changing the name [of a person with disabilities] does not always change the attitude” (p. 166).
Physical obstacles in the environment are a symptom of social relations of distancing and even
exclusion of people with specific diseases. This seems to confirm Foucault's thesis that the
"normal” is realized through the principle of coercion. The author strongly insists on the need
to introduce the term "disability™ in the context of the need for social inclusion, to replace terms
that, in addition to being semantically inaccurate, betray outdated social relations that
marginalize other people.

3. Evaluation of the obtained scientific and scientific-applied results and contributions.
The exposition of the dissertation presents a successfully carried out and in-depth study of the
problems of the influence of chronic rheumatologically disease and the social conditions of life
in relation to persons with this type of disease, forming disability in a social boundary as a
social phenomenon. Besides clarifying the theoretical aspects, it unequivocally proves the
serious practical research skills of its author. The doctoral student demonstrates high
bibliographic-theoretical awareness and skillful selection of a significant number of primary
sources. The exposition is distinguished by logical consistency and depth of analysis, as well
as by excellent knowledge of the basic concepts on which it is built. High scientific relevance
of the study is given by the analysis of the specific social situation and the definition of social
barriers to persons with disabilities. The used research method - survey - through a survey and
an interview makes it possible to find the empirical correspondence between the overall
theoretical conceptual framework of the study and its manifestation in the practice of social
institutions and relations in society itself. Models, practices, policies are described and
explained in an original way, as well as important practical recommendations are made in
relation to the topic. An extremely strong impression is made by the extensive sociological
culture of the doctoral student, his acquaintance with the most influential authors - Bulgarian
and foreign, with research works and publications on the subject, which gives him the
opportunity to reach important conceptualizations in it.

4. Conclusion. The dissertation, which was presented to me for opinion, has important
theoretical significance and practical value. It contains its own and original thesis, as well as

proves the skills of its author to independently research, through appropriately chosen methods,
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as well as to reach reliable and reasoned conclusions with the help of sociological knowledge.
The research was developed in an important sociological perspective with sufficient theoretical
depth and practical significance on an important and current social problem. | affirm positively
the self-assessment for scientific contributions, among which I would highlight the collected
database on disability in rheumatic diseases, as well as the specific recommendations for legal
changes to eliminate existing socially restrictive practices. | strongly suggest to the respected
members of the Scientific Jury to confer to ANITA GEORGIEVA BEDNIKOVA-
HRISTOVA educational and scientific degree "PhD/doctor" in professional direction 3.1.
Sociology, anthropology and cultural sciences for the dissertation and thesis on "DISABILITY
AS A SOCIAL BORDER IN PEOPLE WITH RHEUMATOLOGIC DISEASES".

Prof. Nikolay Mihailov, PhD
14.06.2024



