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REVIEW 
by Professor Evgenia Kotseva-Vladimirova, Department of Criminal Law Sciences, 

Faculty of Law - Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski of  

the doctoral student (correspondence form of study) Atanas Sashov Brаndev 
“Southwest University "Neofit Rilski" - Blagoevgrad, Faculty of Law and History, 

Department of "Public Law Sciences"  

on the topic 

 "Criminal procedural features of the investigation by an undercover officer". 

 

            1/ Relevance of the topic - the relevance of the topic is great the practice, 
because this is a new institute, not sufficiently developed by legal theory and which 
only appears in separate decisions of the Supreme Court in connection with what the 
punishments of this witness should be perceived. She is further dictated by the study 
of computer-related queries undercover in the criminal process, the procedural 
burden on their perceived facts and evidence related to a certain incriminated 
activity, as well as from the introduction of some legislative acts considering the use 
of undercover officers. 

               In the presented work, the author has made an analysis in relation to the 
activities of undercover officers and it is used as a special type of special intelligence 
tool for the works of a number of authors in this field, including the practice in some 
countries such as the USA, Italy, Germany, etc., outlining the role of assessment 
investigative tools in the criminal process and especially for gathering evidence. 

               A special impression is made by called "Added  value" of  the research by 
the doctoral student involved in a thorough and detailed study of undercover officers 
in the criminal process in Bulgaria, compared to the countries that accepted earlier, 
expressing in a comprehensive evaluation of the effectiveness of the developed 
strategies and rules aimed at countering crime in our country". 

              2/ The purpose of the research is related to the achievement of a thorough 
scientific-theoretical and practical examination of the legal and the procedural 
regime of undercover officers in criminal proceedings, distinguishing their actions 
in their work, coordinating and planning their actions in their work undercover, 
distinguishing the activities of undercover and undercover officers.  



             3/ Knowing the problem. 

             The PhD student demonstrates good and in-depth knowledge of the 
specialized issues and front-line solutions to some of the researched tasks, such as a 
full study of the legal framework relating to undercover officers, a feature of this 
type of activities, the needs of the criminal process, particularities of time, place and 
subject of activity of the undercover officers, recommendations regarding the 
planning of the activity, etc. 

               In this connection, it should be noted that the objectives of the dissertation 
research are correctly defined, the tasks are well systematized and the conclusions 
are well founded. All this proves that the set goals have largely been successfully 
achieved. 

               The proposals de lege ferenda are well formulated, which would 
undoubtedly contribute to increasing the efficiency of the court in practice 

and the bodies of pre-trial proceedings, and it is recommended that they be better 
specified. The proposals made should be more reasoned. 

                4/ Evaluation of the contributions in the dissertation work in summary, I 
accept that the scientific and scientific applied contributions are completely up-to-
date, as I believe that their application in legislation will enrich the theory and 
practice of relation the use of employees under process. 

                5/ Notes and testimonials cover in punisher as in any scientific work, 
some notes and recommendations could be made to this one. First of all, I 
recommend for the display of greater scientific courage at defining own theses, 
taking into account already existing achievements in some of them. A special place 
could to find, for example, the recommendations regarding the organization of the 
activities of the undercover officers in mind the results of their activity, how far their 
powers extend, etc. 

                   Thoroughly Ph.D pays attention and at the interrogation of the 
undercover officer (in our opinion insufficient, especially during the judicial 
investigation), due to the particular importance of proving the given criminal activity 
in the criminal process. The tactics of conducting this interrogation suggest greater 
care. The questions that should be asked by the parties should be incorporated and to 
a sufficient extent their correlation with the other evidentiary sources should be 
established. Clarification of questions from this questioning is essential in order to 
thoroughly and comprehensively analyze the information collected and give a clear 



answer as to whether there was police provocation when using this method. 
Tactically correct conduct of the interrogation is necessary for forming a judgment 
as to whether an undercover agent joined the crime already begun or caused it. This 
is from big significance, as well as the clarification of the questions on whose 
initiative the contact was established and whether any influence was exerted to carry 
out the crime, is there any insistence or other form of pressure exerted by the agent. 
In this tie, the nature of the self is not unimportant crime and the personal data on the 
vulnerability of the affected person. 

               It could be recommended to increase the volume of the dissertation work, 
as well as to specify the style of the presentation. In conclusion, despite the notes 
made, it can be concluded that the dissertation work of Atanas Sashov Brandev was 
developed with scientific competence, the conceptual apparatus was used 
adequately, the style of the presentation is logical, which presupposes the logic of 
the overall scientific research. Meanings of the problematic criminal procedural 
features of the investigation by an undercover officer are also the scientific 
publications of doctoral students, revealing the diversity of scientific research in the 
researched area. 

                  I believe that the presented dissertation contains a number of scientific 
and applied results with a certain contribution to the investigated problem and that it 
meets the structure and content of the requirements for the acquisition of the 
educational and scientific degree "Doctor ". 

                    In view of the above, I give a positive assessment of the dissertation 
work "Criminal procedural features of the investigation by undercover officers" and 
propose that Atanas Sashov Brandev be awarded the educational and scientific 
degree "Doctor" in professional management 3.6. Law (Criminal Procedure) TO 
Department of Public Law Sciences, Faculty of Law and History, Southwest 
University "Neofit Rilski", Blagoevgrad. 

 

Sofia, 01.11.2024 

                                                                                      Prof. Dr. Evgenia/Kotseva 
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