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1. Q010 onucaHue HA MPeACTABEHUTE MATEPHUAH

Cnc 3anmoBen Ne 2189 ot 07.10.24 r. Ha Pexropa Ha IOro3anaanust yHuBepCcHUTET
,2Heoput Puicku* (FO3Y) cbMm onpeneneHa 3a 4ieH HA HAYYHOTO KypH 32 OCUTYPSI-
BaHE Ha MpOLEIypa 3a 3allUTa Ha JUCEPTALMOHEH TPy Ha Tema ,,CeH30pHHM Hapy-
LIeHHs MPHU Jena cbe crnennu(pruyHo e3uKOBO HaApyLIeHne* 3a npuaoOMBaHe Ha 00-
pazoBareinHaTa M Hay4dHa CTENeH ‘IOKTOp’ B o0jacT Ha BHUCIIE OOpa3oBaHUE:
7.,,3ApaBeorna3Bane u cropt", mpodecuonamHo Hampasienue 7.4. ,,00mecTBeHO
3apaBe, JOKTOpCcKa mporpama ,Jloromenus“. ABTOp Ha NHCEPTALMOHHUS TPYH €
JInaus BanentunoBa filnueBa-BeannoBa— nokTOopaHT B 33704Ha (hopMa Ha 00yue-
HUE KbM Karenpa Jloromeams, ¢ HaydeH pbkoBoauTen Aol. A-p Exarepuna Muro-

Ba, 1M ot FO3Y ,,Heoput Puiicku*



[IpenacraBenusar ot Jiujausa BajenTuHoBa SIH4yeBa-BeMHOBa KOMILIEKT Ma-
TEePHAJHM HA EJIIEKTPOHEH HOCUTEINI CBUAECTEJICTBA, Y€ KAHAUIATHT € M3NbJIHUI MM-

HUMAJHUTE HAIIMOHAJIHA U3MCKBAaHHUA 10 4. 20, aja. 2 u 3 or 3PACPB.
2. Kpatku OmorpaduyHu JaHHHU 32 JOKTOPaHTAa

Oopa3zoBaresen craryc. Jlwnus SIHyeBa-BenunoBa e Bp3nutanuk Ha CY ,,CB.
Kinmment Oxpuacku®, kpaero npe3 2002 r. nmonyyaBa 0akanaBbpCcKa CTENEH, ChC
CHenUaIHOCT ,,CnenunajHa negaroruka- Jloromemusi“. Ilpe3 2005 r. 3aBbpiiBa 1iBe
MArHCTBPCKH NMPOTrPaMHU B ChIIMS YHUBEPCUTET- ,,Cnenuanna megaroruka- Jlo-
roneaus“ u ,,Cronancko ynpasiaenue®“. Ot 2018 r. 10 HacTOALIKUSI MOMEHT € I0K-

TOPAHT, B 32/104HA (popMa, KbM KaTeapa ,,Jloroneaus‘, O3V ,,Heodut Puscku‘.

IIpogecnonanen onut. Ot 2002 r. x0 2010 r. JIunus AnueBa-Benunoa pado-
TA KAaTO JIOromeja, Ha 4yactHa npaktuka. Ot 2010 r. 10 HACTOAIKMS MOMEHT TS
IPOIbJIKaBa JIOTOMEeANYHATa CH paboTa B Ch3/IaJICHUS OT HESl WMEHThP ,,AMajaTes®,
KOWTO Tpe3 roAMHUTE MPOMEHS CBOETO HAMMEHOBAHHUE U cejaiuile, 0e3 MpoMeHs B

€CTECTBOTO Ha JICHHOCTTA CH.

Ot 2007 r. 10 2014 r. 1oKTOpaHTKaTa UMa U mpenogaBaTejcku onut B CY
»CB. KilmmenT OXpUACKH®, CBbP3aH C PbKOBOJCTBO HA NPAKTUKUTE HA CTYJICHTUTE
B Karenpa ,,Cnenuanna nenaroruka u Jloroneausa‘- cnenuanHocT ,,ClIyXoBO-peueBa

pexabunuTanus’’.

[Ipodecnonanuuar nbt Ha Jlunus SHueBa- BennHoBa cBUaETENCTBA 3a MOCTO-
SHCTBO U MOCJIEIOBATEIHOCT HA MHTEpECUTE 1 B oOsactTa Ha Jloroneausra.

3. AKTYaJIHOCT HA TEMATHKATA M LeJeChbOOPA3HOCT HA NMOCTABEHUTE ILeJIH

U 3a/1a4H

[IpoOnemMbT 3a OBIAASBAHETO HA €3MKA OT AelaTa U €3MKOBUTE HApYLIEHUS BbJI-
HYyBaT TOJSIM OpOM CHEUUATUCTH OT Pa3jiudyHHU OOJIACTH - NICUXOJUHIBUCTH; JOTOIE-
1M, TICUXOJIO3H; CIyXOBO-PEUEBU PEXaOMIMTATOPH; MEJAro3u U T.H. XapaKTepHO 3a
HapyLIEHUsATA Ha e3UKoBaTa cepa e, ye Te MoraT J1a ObJaT BTOPUYHH, KATO CIEICT-

BHC OT OPraHHYHO IIOPAKCHHC B PA3JIMYHU 30HH, HAIIp. B CJIyXOBaTa CUCTCMA, HUIIH



IBPBUYHHM, TIPU KOUTO € BB3MOXKHO JIa CE€ PETHCTPUpPAT U CHITBTCTBAIIN HAPYIICHHUSI,
HO HE € 3abJDKUTENHO. iMeHnHo crienuduyuHoTo e3ukoBo Hapyiienue (CEH) e ocHo-
BeH (DOKycC Ha HacTOSsIIMS AUCEepTaMoOHEeH TpyA. Llenrta e na ce oTkpue Bph3Ka MEX-
ny niposiute Ha CEH u dakropu, cBbp3aHM ¢ APYTH aCIEKTH OT Pa3BUTHUETO HA Je-
nata. Equn oT Te3u dakTopu e CBbhp3aH ChC CEH30pHATa 00paboTKa Ha MOCTHIIBAIIIA-
Ta nHpOpMaIusa. YOeIUTETHO € ToKa3aHa Bpb3KaTa MEKIy CEH30PHOTO U €3UKOBOTO
pa3zBuTHe. JlokTopaHTKaTa CThIIBA BbPXY Ta3M T€3a U MpaBU OIHT Ja YCTAaHOBU Kap-
TUHATa Ha CEH30pHUS aHAIIM3 IMPH Jlella ChC CHEIUPUIHA €3MKOBO HApyIICHHE OT
npenydmmiHa Be3pacT. [1oq00HO m3cneaBaHe € HOBO 3a OBATAPCKUTE YCIOBHS H
OTBapsi BH3MOXXHOCTH 3a OOOTraTsSBaHE Ha JIOTOMEIWYHATa MPAKTUKA C EMIUPUYHH
JTaHHU, KOWUTO OMXa 000TaTHIM HAyYHOTO MMO3HAHWE W JIOTOTICAMYHATA TIPAKTHKA, T10
OTHOIIECHUE HA MO-TIPEIU3HATA TUATHOCTHKA M MMO-Ka4Ye€CTBEHOTO TEPANIEBTUYHO BBH3-
JeicTBre MpHu padoTara ¢ Te3W Jerna. B To3W CMHUCHI TeMaTa HA HACTOSIIIHA TH-
CepTalMOHEH TPY/ € C MoJUepTaHa aKTYaJHOCT 3a HAyYHATa W MpPaKTHYecKaTa
chepa.
4. Tlo3naBane Ha npodJeMa. J[okTopaHTKaTa AEMOHCTpHUpPA T00pO MO3HABAaHE
Ha mpobJieMa, oIe MoBeUe, Y€ MPAKTUICCKUAT M OMUT € TIPSIKO CBBpP3aH C TemMaTa Ha
paszpaboTkara.
5. MeToauka Ha U3CJIeIBAHETO

B Meroamkara HamMupaT MSACTO CICTHUTE METOAU HA TEOPETUYHO U EMITUPUIHO
U3CJeIBaHe, KOUTO Ca B II'BJIHO CHOTBETCTBUE C 0OCKTA, MPEMETA, IEeITa U 33aJaYHTe
Ha Hay4yHaTa pa3paboTKa:

® TIPOydYBAHE W AHAJIM3 HA aJICKBAaTHU 3a TEMaTa TCOPETUIHN U3TOUHHUIIH,

® CTaHJApTEH TECT, 1MoJ (opmMaTa Ha BBIIPOCHUK, HACOUYECH KbM H3CJIEABAHE CIIO-

coOHOCTTa 3a 00pabOTKa Ha CEH30pHATa MH(pOpMAITUs TIPH JE1a;
® KOJIMYECTBEH aHAJU3 Ype3 CTaTUCTUYECKa 00paboTKa Ha MOJTyYEeHUTE JaHHHU;

¢ KAYCCTBCH aHAJIM3 HAa CMIIMPUYHUTC PCIYJITATH.

6. XapakTepucTHKA ¥ OLIEHKA HA IMCEPTANNOHHUSA TPY/



HayuHnusar Tpya ce cbCTOU OT YBOJ, TPU IJ1aBU, 3U3BOJIU U MPETIOPHKH,
3aKJIIOYCHUE U TPUIIOKEHHUS, KaTo 00eMBbT OT CTpaHMIM BB3nu3a Ha 181. bubnuor-
padckaTa cripaBka € pasjeieHa Ha MbPBUYHU, JUTEPATYPHHU U €NEKTPOHHU U3TOYHU-
. JIuteparypnara 6a3a e BreyarisBaiia u HabposiBa 262 3arnasus, oT TsaXx 39 ca Ha
Kupwinia u 223- Ha natuduna. Hanuie € enrH HHTEpHET pecypc.

TeopeTnyHaTa MOCTaHOBKA Ha MpolOiieMa € MpeIcTaBeHa B I'bpBa IiaBa. B
I'bpBa TJIaBa aBTOPHT JJOTMYHO U MOCIIEIOBATEIIHO U3TPAXJa CBOSATa KOHIIEIIUS BbB
BpPB3Ka C U3ACHIBAHE HA TEPMUHOJIOTUYHUTE Pa3inyuus, Kiacuukanuure, GakTopu-
T€, KOUTO BIUSAT BbPXY €3MKOBOTO PA3BUTHE M 3HAYEHUETO HA CEH30PHO MHTErpa-
TUBHATa QYHKIIHSL.

[TocTanoBKkaTa Ha eKCliepuMEHTa € 00eKT Ha BTopa riasa. CienBa na otoene-
’&Ka, 4e 1eNTa, 3aJaUlTe, XUIMOTE3UTe U KOHTUHTEHTHT Ha U3CIIeIBaHETO ca (popMymu-
PaHU U ONMCAaHU KOPEKTHO. EKCIIEpUMEHTHT C€ XapaKTEpHU3Upa C KOHCTATHPAI Xa-
pakTep ¥ B Hero ca BkJIoueHH 90 gemna cbe crieUUPUUHO €3UKOBO HApYIIEHHUE OT
MpeayYnIUIIHA BB3paCT. 3a UEIUTE HA U3CIIEIBAHETO ce npuiara ,,CeH30pHUAT Npo-
¢un* Ha Dunn, uype3 KOHUTO ce perucTpupar pe3yJiTaTd B TPU OCHOBHH MOCOKH: CEH-
30pHa 00paboTKa, MOy IaIusl, MOBECHYECKH U EMOIIMOHATHU PEaKIIH.

AHaJIU3BT HA MOJYYEHUTE pe3yJITaTh HaMUpa MSCTO B Tpera riasa. J(aHHuTe
ca MHTEPNPETUPAHU KOJMYECTBEHO M KadecTBeHO. MimrocTpupanu ca mocpencTBoM
Ta0IUIM U AUarpaMu, KOETO yJIeCHsIBa TAXHOTO Bh3npuemane. [IpaBu BneuaTieHue
cTaTudeckaTa o0paboTKa Ha pe3yJITaTUTEe, KOSTO JaBa Bb3MOXKHOCT Jla C€ PErUCTpH-
paT B3auMOBPB3KHU Ha pa3IMYHK paBHUIIIA, C IEHHA HHGOpMAIUs 3a LAJI0CTHATA Kap-
THUHA U OCOOEHOCTUTE Ha JielaTa ChC CIEUU(PUUHO €3UKOBO HApyLICHHUE.

Ha 6a3ara Ha nmony4yeHuTe, N0 EMIUPUYEH BT, JAHHU c€ (OPMYIUpPaT U3BOAU U
Ce OTIPAaBAT NPENOPHKU BbB BPb3Ka ¢ OBbACHIUTE U3CICABAHUS U MIPAKTHUYECKaTa pa-

6OTaIﬂ10HCHHaHHCTHT€.

7. IIpuHOCH M 3HAYMMOCT HA pa3padoTKaTa 3a HAYKATA U NPAKTUKATA
IIpuHocuTEe ¢ HAYYHO-TIPWJIOKEH XapaKTep Ha PELEH3UpPAaHUS TPyH ca

CJIICIHHTC:



1. OOorarsgBaHe Ha TeopUsTa U MpaKTUKaTa B 00JIaCTTa Ha JIOTONEAUATA Y HAC,
C M3CJIEe/IBaHE, IPOBEJEHO C HAy4EH IMOAXO/.

2. Ha 3agpn0ouyeH KpUTHYEH aHAIU3 Ca MOIJIOKEHU TOJIsIM Opoil TuTepaTypHU
U3TOYHULIY;

3. IIpoBeneHO € u3cieABaHE, YAATO OPraHU3ULIKS CE€ OCHILECTBSIBA HA HIKOJIKO
eTana, IbPBUSAT, OT KOUTO € CKPUHUHT 32 (UITPUpPAHE HA YUYACTHULIUTE B W3-
cienBaHeTo. ToBa cBUIETENCTBA 32 MPOGECHOHATUIBM U KOMIIETEHTHOCT OT
CTpaHa Ha JJOKTOPAHTKATa,

4. 3a uenuTe Ha €KCIIEPUMEHTA € 0JA0paH MHCTPYMEHTApUyM, KOWTO € aJieKBa-

TEH Ha MOCTaBeHaTa IIeJ ¥ € aJanTHPaH 3a OBITapCKUTE yCIOBHUS;
5. 3noi3BaHusT MHCTPYMEHTAPUYM MOXKE J1a HaMepu OBbJEIIO MPUIIOKEHUE B

JIOTOMNEIMYHATa MPAKTUKA, KATO AUArHOCTHYEH MHCTPYMEHT. A uMHQoOpMarusTa,
CBBbP3aHa C pErucTpUpaHe Ha MPOOJEMHUTE 30HU B PA3BUTUTETO HA U3CIICABAHUTE
JMIa MOXE J1a TIOCIYKM KaTO CEpHO3Ha OCHOBA B MpOIECa HA TEPareBTUYHOTO
BB3/ICHCTBHE U OCUTYPSBAHETO HA HEOOXOIUMHTE CIICIIMAJICTH B €KHIIA.

8. Ilpeunenka Ha nyO0JaMKaANMUTE MO JUCEPTAUOHHUSA TPYI.

[TyOnukanuuTe Ha JOKTOpaHTKATa ca OO0 MET, B ChaBTOPCTBO C HAYYHUS U
pbKOBOAMTEN. Beuuku myOnuKauy ca 1Mo TeMara Ha JAUCepTalusTa U OTrOBapsT Ha
MUHUMAJTHUTE HAYKOMETPUYHHU U3UCKBAHMUSI.

9. ABTopedepat. TekcThT Ha aBTOpedepara OTpa3siBa TOUYHO ChABPKAHUETO

Ha JuccpTanuAaTa.

10.JIn4HO yyacTHe HA JOKTOPAHTA

[IpencraBenaTa 3a perieH3UpaHe HayyHa pa3padboTKa € M0 Ha
camocTosTeTHaTa paboTa Ha JTOKTOPAHTKATA, MOJT PHKOBOJICTBOTO HA HEMHUS HAyUCH
pBKOBOAUTEN- A0L. 1-p Exarepuna MuroBa nM,. SICHO nposinyaBa JIMYHATA aHTAXKU-
pasoct Ha Jlunus flHueBa- BenmrHoBa KbM TeMaTa Ha JUCEPTALMOHHUS TPY.

11.JIuyHM BieYaTJIeHUs OT JOKTOPAHTA.



[To3naBam JIunus AnueBa — Benunosa noseue ot 15 ronunu. Kato goxkropanr B
CVY ,,Cs. Kiimment Oxpuncku®, B kareapa CnenuanHa neparoruka u Jloromeaus,
crienuaHocT ,,CIIyX0BO-peueBa pexaOuiauTalus U JbJIro ciiea ToBa, Brevarienus-
Ta Ca MU MOBEYE OT MOJIOKUTEIHU- JOKTOPAHT SIHUYEBA ce MPOSABSBA KATO OTTOBOPEH
CIICIIMAIIUCT, KPEaTUBEH, MOTHBHPAH M OTAaJCH Ha mpodecusTa CH, IOCJIeI0BATCIICH

U TPYJI0II00UB, CTPEMSIII] C€ KbM HEMPEKHCHATO YCHhBBHPIICHCTBAHE.
12. Kpurtnunu 3a0ej1e5KKM U NPenopbKu

HpCHOPT:vKI/ITe MH B HHUKaKBa CTCIICH HaMaJIsiBaT ,Z[OCTOIZHCTB&T& Ha pCOCH3Hpa-

HUS TPYI.

bux mnpenoppuasia ga ce mpeuusupa CTPyKTypara Ha JUCEPTALlMOHHUS TPy
KaKTO O OTHOIIIEHHE Ha (OPMYJIMPAHETO 3arjaBusiTa Ha naparpagure KbM TJIaBUTE,

TaKa 1 110 OTHOIICHHEC Ha TAXHATa HOMCpPAILKsI.

Jlpyrara Mu nipernopbKa € CBbp3aHa C MOo-ToJIsiMa KOPEKTHOCT MPH U3IOJI3BAaHETO
Ha KOHKPETHH MOHATHS- HAIp. Ha cTP. 12 CHIIOCTAaBSIHETO HA TEPMHUHUTE pas3mnay (de-
lay)- HemoctarpuHOCT (impairment) — HapymeHue (disorder) He € ChbBCEM TOYHO, C

OrJie/l Ha MPEBO/a HAa aHTJIMICKUTE TEPMHUHH.
13. Bbnpocu KbM JOKTOPAHTA
Bbnpocure MU KbM IOKTOPAHTKATa Ca CIEAHUTE:
1. 3a kakbB NEpHO OT BpEME C€ MPOBEIC KOHCTATUPAIIUAT EKCIIEPUMEHT?

2. Kak cu obscHsiBate (hakTa, ye B TOJIEMHUTE TPAJIOBE HA CTpaHATa € OCHOBHATA

KOHILIEHTpaLUs Ha JleraTa CbC CIeU(PUUHO €3UKOBO HAyIlIEHUE
3AK/IIOYEHUE

JIMCEepTaLMOHHHUAT TPYA CbOBPIHCA HAYUHO-NPUTLONHCHU RPUHOCU, KOUMO npeo-
cmaenaeam agmopcKu NPUHOC 6 HAyKama V OTTOBApPAT HA M3HCKBAaHMATA Ha 3a-
KOHA 32 pa3BUTHE HA akajeMHuHusa cbeTaB B PenyOnuka bearapus (3PACPB), Ilpa-
BuiHMKa 3a npuiarane Ha 3PACPb u cvorBetHus IlpaBunnuk Ha KO3V ,Heodur

Puicku.



JlucepranOHHUAT TPy[ OKa3Ba, ye JOKTOpaHTKara Jlnims SlHueBa- BenuHo-
Ba IMpUTEKaBa 3a/1bJI00UYEHN TEOPETUUYHU 3HAHUS U NPO(ECHOHATHU YMEHMS, KaTo
JEMOHCTpUpaA KayecTBa U YMEHMs 3a CaMOCTOSTEIHO IPOBEXKIAHE HA HAYYHO M3C-

JCABAHC.

[Topaau ropeusnokeHOTO, yOEeIeHO aBaM CBOSITA HOAOMNCUMETIHA OUEHKA 32
IPOBEICHOTO M3CIIE/IBAHE, MPEJICTABEHO OT PELIEH3UPAHUTE MO-TOPE TUCEPTAMOHEH
TPYI, aBTOopedepar, MOCTUTHATH PE3yATaTH U NIPUHOCH, U Nped1iazam Ha novyumae-
MOMO HAYUHO HCYPU 0a HPUCHOU 00pazoeameHama u HAyYHa cmenen ‘00Kmop’
Ha Jlunus SAnueBa- BenunoBa B o0sacT Ha BUcIEe 00pa30BaHKE: B 00J1aCT HA BUCIIIE
oOpa3zoBanme: 7.,,31paBeonasBane u cuopt'', npogecuoHaIHO HANpaBJieHue 7.4.

,O0IIeCcTBEHO 3IpaBe®, TOKTOPCKa nporpama ,Jloromenms
10.11. 2024 r. | 511053 T5) § U SN

(mpo@. n-p Hena bankauncka)



REVIEW

by Prof. Dr. Neda Zlatinova Balkanska- professor at Sofia University '"St. Clem-
ent of Ohrid", Faculty of Educational Sciences and the Arts, Department of

Special Education

on a thesis for the conferral of the educational and scientific degree 'Doctor of Phi-

losophy'
in the higher educational area: 7. Healthcare and Sport,
professional field 7.4. Public Health,
doctoral program in Speech Therapy
Author : Liliya Valentinova Yancheva-Velinova

Topic: Sensory disorders in children with specific language impairment
Scientific supervisor: Associate Professor Dr. Ekaterina Mitova, MD -

Southwestern University '""Neophyte of Rila"

1. General description of the submitted materials

By Order No. 2189 of 07.10.24 by the Rector of Southwestern University "Neophyte
of Rila" (SWU) I have been appointed as a member of the scientific jury to facilitate a
procedure for the defense of a PhD thesis on Sensory disorders in children with
specific language impairment for the acquisition of the educational and scientific
degree 'Doctor' in the higher educational area: 7. Healthcare and Sport, professional
field 7.4. Public Health, doctoral program in Speech Therapy. The author of the thesis
is Liliya Valentinova Yancheva-Velinova - a part-time PhD student at the
Department of Speech Therapy, with a scientific supervisor Assoc. Prof. Dr.

Ekaterina Mitova, MD from Southwestern University '""Neophyte of Rila".



The set of materials submitted by Liliya Valentinova Yancheva-Velinova on
electronic media proves that the applicant has fulfilled the minimum national

requirements under Article 2b (2) and (3) of the LDASRB.
2. Brief biographical data about the PhD student

Educational Status. Lilia Yancheva-Velinova is a graduate of Sofia University “St.
Clement of Ohrid”, where in 2002 she received a Bachelor's degree in the specialty
""Special Education-Speech Therapy". In 2005 she completed two Master's degree
programs at the same university - '"Special Education - Speech Therapy'" and
"Business Administration'. From 2018 to the present day she has been a part-time

PhD student at the Department of Speech Therapy, SWU “Neophyte of Rila”.

Professional Experience. From 2002 to 2010 Lilia Yancheva-Velinova worked as a
speech therapist in the private sector. Since 2010 she has continued her speech
therapy work at her own Amalthea Centre, which changed its name and headquarters

over the years without compromising the nature of its activities.

From 2007 to 2014 the PhD candidate also taught at Sofia University '"St. Clement
of Ohrid", and supervised students' teaching practices from the specialty "Auditory-

Speech Rehabilitation" at the Department of Special Education and Speech Therapy.

The professional career path of Lilia Yancheva-Velinova testifies to the persistence

and consistency of her interests in the field of speech therapy.

3. Relevance of the topic and appropriateness of the objectives and tasks
The problem of children's language acquisition and language disorders concerns a large
number of specialists from various fields — psycholinguists, speech therapists,
psychologists, auditory-speech rehabilitators, educators, etc. Language disorders can
be secondary, or appear as a consequence of organic damage in different areas, e.g. in
the auditory system; or primary, when the registering of concomitant disorders is
possible, but not required. The main focus of this thesis is specific language impairment

(SLI). The goal is to find a connection between SLI manifestations and the factors



related to other aspects of children's development. One of these factors involves the
sensory processing of incoming information. The relationship between sensory and
language development has been convincingly demonstrated. The PhD student builds
on this claim and attempts to establish a picture of sensory analysis in preschool
children with specific language impairment. Such a study is new for the Bulgarian
conditions and opens up possibilities for providing speech therapy practice with
empirical data that would enrich scientific knowledge and speech therapy practice in
terms of more accurate diagnosis and more qualitative therapeutic impact in the work
with these children. In this sense, the topic of the present dissertation is of marked
relevance for the scientific and practical sphere.
4. Knowledge of the problem
The PhD candidate demonstrates a good knowledge of the problem, especially since
her practical experience is directly related to the topic of the paper.
5. Methodology of the study

The methodology includes the following methods of theoretical and empirical research,
which are in full accordance with the object, subject, goal and objectives of the
research:

e research and analysis of adequate theoretical sources for the topic;

e a standard test in the form of a questionnaire, aimed at investigating the ability

to process sensory information in children;
e quantitative analysis by statistical processing of the obtained data;
e qualitative analysis of the empirical results.

6. Characteristics and evaluation of the thesis

The thesis consists of an introduction, three chapters, inferences and recommendations,
conclusion and annexes, spanning over 181 pages. The bibliography is divided into
primary, literature and electronic sources. The literature sources are impressive and
include 262 titles, of which 39 are in Cyrillic and 223 in Latin. There is one Internet

resource.



The theoretical setup of the problem is presented in Chapter One, where the author
logically and coherently builds her concept and clarifies terminological differences,
classifications, the factors that influence language development and the meaning of

sensory integrative function.

The experimental setup is addressed in Chapter Two. It should be noted that the goal,
objectives, hypotheses and contingent of the study have been correctly formulated and
described. The experiment, characterized as indicative, included 90 preschool children
with specific language disorder. For the purposes of the study, Dunn's sensory profile
was applied to record results in three main directions: sensory processing, modulation,

behavioral and emotional responses.

The analysis of the results obtained can be found in Chapter Three. The data have been
interpreted quantitatively and qualitatively. They are illustrated with tables and
diagrams, which facilitate their interpretation. The static processing of the results is
notable for its suitability to register correlations at different levels, with valuable
information about the overall picture and the characteristics of children with specific

language disorder.

Based on the empirically obtained data, inferences have been drawn and

recommendations made regarding future research and the practical work of specialists.
7. Contributions and significance of the thesis for science and practice

The contributions of scientific and applied nature of the reviewed work are as

follows:

1. Enriching the theory and practice of speech therapy in our country with

research conducted according to a scientific approach.

2. A large number of literature sources have been subjected to a thorough critical

analysis;



3. The study is organized in several stages, the first of which is a screening to
filter the study participants. This demonstrates professionalism and

competence on the part of the doctoral student;

4. For the purposes of the experiment, the candidate has selected a toolkit that is

adequate to the set goal and adapted it to the Bulgarian conditions;

5. The tools used may find future application in speech therapy practice as a
diagnostic tool. The information related to registering the problem areas in the
development of the examined persons can serve as a considerable basis in the
process of therapeutic influence and provision of the necessary specialists in

the team.
8. Assessment of the publications on the dissertation.

The PhD candidate’s publications are five in total, co-authored with her scientific su-
pervisor. All publications are on the topic of the dissertation and meet the minimum

scientific requirements.

9. Abstract. The text of the abstract accurately reflects the content of the

dissertation.
10. Personal participation of the PhD candidate

The scientific work submitted for review is the fruit of the independent work of the
PhD candidate, under the guidance of her supervisor - Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ekaterina
Mitova, MD. The personal commitment of Liliya Yancheva-Velinova to the topic of

the dissertation is clearly evident.
11.Personal impressions of the PhD student.

I have known Lilia Yancheva-Velinova for more than 15 years as a student in the De-
partment of Special Education and Speech Therapy at SU “St. Clement of Ohrid” and

many years later. My impressions are more than positive — the doctoral candidate



Yancheva is responsible, creative, motivated and dedicated to her profession,

consistent and hardworking, striving for continuous improvement.
12. Critical comments and recommendations
My recommendations in no way detract from the merits of the work under review.

I would recommend refining the structure of the dissertation, both in terms of the

wording of the paragraph headings for the chapters and their numbering.

My other recommendation relates to greater accuracy in the use of specific terms - e.g.
on page 12 the juxtaposition of the terms delay - impairment - disorder is not quite

precise, given the Bulgarian translation of the English terms.
13. Questions to the PhD candidate
My questions to the PhD candidate are as follows:
1. Over what period of time did the indicative experiment take place?

2. How would you explain the fact that the highest concentration of children with

specific language disorder is found in the country's big cities?
CONCLUSION

The dissertation contains scientific and applied contributions, which represent an
original contribution to science and meet the requirements of the Law for the
Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria (LDASRB), the
Regulations for the Implementation of the LDASRB and the relevant Regulations of
Southwestern University “Neophyte of Rila”.

The dissertation work shows that the PhD candidate Liliya Yancheva-Velinova
possesses in-depth theoretical knowledge and professional skills, and demonstrates

qualities and skills for independent scientific research.



Due to the above, I confidently give my positive evaluation for the conducted research,
presented by the above reviewed thesis, abstract, achieved results and contributions,
and I propose to the honorable scientific jury to confer the educational and scientific
degree 'Doctor of Philosophy' to Liliya Yancheva-Velinova in the higher
educational area: 7. Healthcare and Sport, professional field 7.4. Public Health,
doctoral program in Speech Therapy.
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