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1. O6mo npeacrassine Ha KanauaaTa. O0pa3oBaTesieH M HAY4YeH CTaTyC

JInmusa SnueBa-BenmnoBa npupoomBa OKC bakamappp mo ,,CnenuainHa
negaroruka® ¢ npodun ,Jloronenus mpe3 2002 r. u OKC Maructsp 1o
,CrnenmanHa negaroruka (Jloromeaus)® mpe3 2005 r. B CVY ,,.CB. Kiaument
Oxpuacku®. Ot 2002 r. 70 MOHACTOAIIEM PabOTH KaTO JIOTOMNE] B IbPKABHU U
YaCTHU CTPYKTYpH, TMPEIOCTaBsIIM JIOTOMEANYHA T[OMOI Ha Jena c
KOMYHUKAaTUBHHU HapyIIEHUs, Ha 4acT OT KOUTO € ynpaBuTel. Baxen arecrar 3a
npodecuoHaaHuTe M KauectBa € padorara kbM CY ,,C. Knument Oxpuacku
KaTo 0a30B HACTABHUK Ha JbPKABHUTE CTAKOBE HA CTYJCHTUTE OT CIIEIIMATHOCT
Lwloroneausa” 3a nmepuoma 2007-2014 r. Ot 2005 r. 10 MOMEHTa € WIEH Ha
Hanumonanuo capyxxenue Ha soronenure B bbeiarapusa. YyacTBa KaTo €KCHepT-
JOoToTiel B JBa MPOEKTa 3a MUArHOCTUKA W Tepamus Ha Jela ChC CHEIUATHH
oOpazoBaTenHu noTpedbHoctu. CUIHO BIEYATICHUE MPaBU cTpeMexka Ha Jlunus
BennHoBa KbM yCHBBPIICHCTBAHE U HATPYNBAHE HA 3HAHUS YPE3 YYACTHUETO M B
MHOXKECTBO 00ydeHUs ciie] mpuaobuBaHeTo Ha OakamaBbpcka cremeH. Ot 2005
T. 10 HACTOSIIIUS MOMEHT B3€Ma y4acTHe C JOKJIaJU U MOCTEPU B HAIIMOHAIIHU U



MEXIyHapoaHU (OPYMH, YacT OT KOWTO ca TyOnmukyBaHw B cOopHHIM. 3a
nepuoja peanusupa 17 myonukanuu.

2. AKTYaJHOCT Ha AUCEPTALMOHHUSA TPY/

E3ukoBuTe HapylIeHus ca €HU OT HAW-4YE€CTO CPEIIAHUTE B IETCKA BB3PACT.
Bbrpeku ue B HaydyHaTa JIUTEpaTypa ca HajMile MHOXKECTBO TEOPUU U TPYIOBE 3a
TEXHUTE €TUOJIOT S, ITATOT€HE3a, CAMIITOMATHKA U TEPAIIUs, TE IPOABbIKABAT 1A
ObllaT Mpeau3BUKATEICTBO 3a yueHuTe. C pa3BUTHETO M HA JPYrd HAYy4YHH
00J71aCTH, KaTO HEBPOJIUHTBUCTUKATA U YCHBBPIICHCTBAHETO HA TEXHOJIOTHHUTE 32
HEBpOHM300pa3siBaHe, HIKOM OT TEOPUUTE 33 €3UKOBHUTE HAPYLICHUS OT MUHAIUS
BEK ca 0OEKT Ha HOB TOTJIE] B HAIIETO ChBpeMue. TakaBa € U TeopusTa Ha JI-p
Jean Ayres, KoSTO mOCTyJHMpa WHAesITa, Y€ HapyUICHUsATa B CEH30pHaTa
MHTErpauus Morar Ja JOBeJaTrT [0 IIMPOK CHEKTbpP OT IIOBEICHYECKH U
OoOyYHTEITHN 3aTpyAHCHHS, BKIIOUYUTETHO U B c(hepaTa Ha €3UKOBOTO Pa3BUTHE.

TBHpceHeTo Ha B3aMMOBPB3KATa MEXKIY CCH30PHHUTE HAPYLICHUS U €3UKOBUTE
HApYILIEHHUS B IETCKA Bb3PACT C LIEJ OTKPUBAHE HA HOBU MEXAHU3MU 32 YCIIEUIHO
BB3/ICICTBHE HAJ Jenara ChbC CHelu(PUYHU €3MKOBH HAPYIICHHUS MOXE J1a Ce
OITPEZIENIM KaTO 3HAYMMO U aKTYaJHO 3a JOTONEINYHATA TEOPHUS U IPAKTUKA.

3. CTpyKTypa M ChAbp:KaHHE HA JUCEPTALUOHHUS TPYA

3.1. Cwvovpricanue na oucepmauuoHHUA Mpyo

JucepranoHHUAT TPy € ¢ 06em 180 cTpanuiiy U ChAbPAKA YBO/, TPHU TJIaBH,
U3BOJIU, IPETIOPHKU, 3aKITIOUCHHE, IPUHOCH, 3 TIPHIIOKEHUS U Oubauorpadus oT
262 u3TOYHMKA, OT KOMTO 39 Ha Kupuiauna u 223 Ha natuHuna. OHarienexHa € ¢
40 Tabmumy, 2 nuarpamu U 54 rpaduku.

3.2. Cvovporcanue u Kauecmea Ha meopemudHama 4acm

TeopernunaTa 4YacT MHPBOHAYAIHO € HACOUYEHA KBM Pa3TJICKIAHETO Ha
TEOPETUYHUTE MOJICTM Ha E€3MKOBUTE HAPYIICHUS, TAXHATa JeQUHUIM,
€THOJIOTHsI, TIATOTeHe3a W KiIacu(uIupaHe, KaTo BHUMAHUETO € HACOYCHO KbM
cnenuUYHUTE CUMIITOMU MPU OTACIHUTE PaBHHUINA HA 3acsiraHe Ha e3MKa.
Penno e na ce orGenexu (akra, ye B o3arjaBeHara mojrouka ,,ETuonorus Ha
CEH* ce pasrnexna pasnpoctpanenuero Ha CEH, a He npuyuHuUTE, KOUTO BOJAST
1o HapymeHuero. ChIo cliefiBa Ja ce Mperu3upaT MPeBOJUTE HA TEPMUHUTE
Limpairment” u “daley” na ctp. 13. [IpenopbruntenHo e ga ce MPEnCTaBST
cbBpeMenHute Bepcun Ha ICF-CY, MKbB u DSM.

B crnenBamata dact OT TeopeTHUHHsS 0030p JOKTOpPaHTKaTa OOCTOWHO
pasriexaa KIACUYECKUTE U ChbBPEMEHHUTE TEOPUU 3a CEH30pHATA UHTETPALNS U
ceH30pHaTa 00paboTKa Ype3 pa3InyHUTE BB3MPUSTHS, U TIXHOTO BBH3JICUCTBHEC
HaJl €3MKa B HOpMa M MNAaToJOTus. Ts AEMOHCTpHpa YMEHHS 3a aHAIU3UPAHE,



WHTEpTIpeTHpaHe W 0000IaBaHe Ha JUTEPATypPHH HW3TOYHHIIH, Ype3 KOUTO
JIOCTUTa A0 U3BOJIa, Y€ CEH30pHATa UHTETpalts € KII0YOB (DaKTOp 32 €3UKOBOTO
pa3BUTHE Ha Jelara OT MNpPEeAy4YWIWIIHA Bb3pacT. ToBa JaBa OCHOBAaHHUE 3a
pa3pa0OTBaHETO Ha  METOJOJIOTHSTa Ha HAY4YHOTO  M3CJEJABaHE Ha
TUCEPTAMOHHUS TPYL .

3.3. Cvovporcanue u Kauecmea Ha eKCNEPUMEHMAIHAmMa npouedypa

CrpykTrypara Ha U3CIEABAHETO ChAbPIKA LEN, 3a1a41, XUTIOTE3U, KOHTUHIEHT,
eTanu U MeToau 3a 00paboTKa HAa JAaHHUTE HAa HAYYHOTO M3CJIEJBaHE. 3aJauuTe
ca MOJYMHEHH Ha OCHOBHATA 1I€J1 Ha U3CJIE/IBAHETO, Pa3lpeIesieHd B 2 eTamna 3a
TAXHOTO MOCTUTaHE. 3aJI0KEHU Cca JIBE OCHOBHU XUIIOTE3U YPE3 KOUTO CE ThPCH
B3aumozercteue mexay CEH u cenzopHaTta unTerpaiusi.

KOHTHHTEHTHT Ha HAYYHOTO M3CJICABAHE € IIPEIACTABCH HATJICTHO M KOPEKTHO.
BrneuarnsBamn e Oposat Ha oOcienBaHUTe Aea B IbpBUs eTan — 2649 memna ot 18
nercku rpaguHad. KonTtuHreHTsT oT 90 M3cieBaHU JIMIIAa BHB BTOpHS €Tall Ha
U3CIICIBAHETO OTroBaps HAa M3UCKBAHUATA 32 OOCKTHBHOCT HA CTaTHCTHYCCKATA
00paboTka Ha JaHHUTE. MeToauTe 3a cTaTUCTHYEeCKa 00padoTKa M aHAIW3 Ha
JAHHUTE OT HW3CJICABAHETO ca MOAOpaHM MPAaBUIHO C OIVIeA JI0OKa3BaHE Ha
3aJ10)KEHUTE XUIIOTE3H.

Jlu3aiiHbT Ha W3CIEABAHETO € TOJYMHCH Ha KOHICTNIHITa W IelTa Ha
n3cienBanero. BrmouBa IIpoTokon 3a HEBPOICHXOJIOTUYHO H3CIICIBAHE B
JeTcKa Bbh3pacT Ha PaitdeB u xoi. (1985) u agantupan Ha OBIATapCKU €3HK TECT-
BBIIPOCHUK 32 CEH30PHO MHTETpaTHUBHATA (PYHKIMS HA JeraTa cbC CnernuduaHo
e3ukoBo Hapymenue ,,Cenzopuus mnpodun“ nHa Winie Dunn (1997).
[IpenopbUYnTEIHO € UHCTPYMEHTAPUYMBT Jia C€ OMUIIE MOAPOOHO W/WIIH Ja ce
IIPEICTaBH B TIPUIIOKCHHE.

BbopochT MU KbM JJOKTOpPAHTKATa B Ta3U YACT € HACOYEH KbM JIOTOleIMYHATA
JIMarHo3a Ha U3CJIEABaHUTE JIella:

e [lo kaxeu kpumepuu ca onpedens ouacnozama CEH?

o Jleyama c kaxeu noogpopmu na CEH ca?

3.4. Cvovprrcanue u Kauecmea Ha NPeoCmMAGAHEeMo HA pe3yimamume u
mexHUA aHaau3

Pe3ynratute OT HAy4YHOTO U3CJI€/IBAaHE Ca OHATJIC/ICHU B MOPEAUIIA OT TaOIUIIH
u rpaduku. [IpencrtaBeHn ca CTaTUCTUYECKU JAHHU 32 MHOKECTBO KOPEJIAIUA C
orjej JOKa3BaHE Ha 3aJI0’KEeHaTa XUIoTe3a. be3cnopHo Ta3u yact e npecraBeHa
MHOT'0 OOCTOMHO W B Hes JMokTtopaHT Jlunus SIHueBa-BenuHoBa aemoHCTpupa
BHUCOKHM Hay4YHH YMEHHS 3a UHTEPIpPETUpaHE Ha MOJYYEHUTE JaHHU, KaKTO U 3a
OopaBeHE ¢ METOJIUTE 32 CTAaTUCTHYECKa OlleHKa. Bucoko oueHsaBam ¢akra, ye
IpU aHajdu3a Ha BCHUYKM TOJYYEHU KOpEJallMM, JIOKTOpAHTKaTa CpaBHsSIBA
cOOCTBEHOTO CH NpOy4YBaHE C JOCTWIKEHHUATAa B HayyHaTa juteparypa. Kowm



aHaJu3a Ha BCAKA €/IHAa OT 3aBUCUMOCTHUTE TSI ThPCU OTTOBOP KAKTO 38 IPUYUHUTE
3a MOJIYYEHUTE B3aMMOJICUCTBUS, TaKa M 3a TSIXHOTO BIUSHHE HaJ ObBIEIIOTO
passuthe Ha nernara ch¢ CEH. OOGextuBHUTE HaHHU OT (haKTOPHUS aHAIW3 Ha
W3CJIC/IBAHETO TO3BOJISIBAT HA JOKTOPAHTKATa Ja CTUTHE JI0 3aKJIIOUYEHHUETO, Ye
eaHu oT creruduuauTe obiacTd Ha 3aTpyaHeHwe npu Aenara ck¢ CEH ca
CEH30pHO TBPCEHE, €MOIIMOHAJIHA PEAKTUBHOCT, OpaJlHAa U CEH30pHA
YYBCTBUTEIHOCT,  Pa3CeTHOCT W MOTOPHO/MEPUENTUBHU  MPOOJIEMHU.
3auHTpUryBaHa OT MOJYYEHUTE JaHHMU OWX JKellaja Jia 3a/laM CIEIHUSI BBIIPOC:
Hanuye nu e spwvska mexcoy muna CEH cnpsamo cneyughuunume obracmu Ha
3ampyoHeHue, NoCO4eHU 8 U3Ca1e08aHemo?

JlpyT BUCOKOCTOMHOCTEH €JIEMEHT OT TpeTa TJiaBa € MpUJlaraHeTo Ha
KBaJIpAaHTHUS aHAJIN3, YPE3 KOUTO BHUMAHUETO C€ HACOYBA KbM MOBEICHYECKUS
mozaen Ha naenata c¢b¢ CEH mo oTHomeHwme Ha ceH30pHaTa o00padoTKa.
[TomyuenuTe pe3ynaTaTd AaBaT OCHOBAHHME Jla CE€ HACOYM BHUMAHUETO KHM
0COOEHOCTHTE Ha CEH30PHOTO ThPCEHE U CEH30pHATA YYBCTBUTEIHOCT NP Ta3H
Kateropus jaerna. Bucoko oreHsBaM TBBPJECHUETO, 0a3UpaHO HA TOIYYCHHUTE
JaHHU OTHOCHO TOJYEPTABaHETO HAa BAXKHOCTTAa Ha KOMILJIEKCHATa OIlEHKA Ha
ceHzopHara obpabotka npu aena cb¢c CEH, ue edpexrtuBHaTa Tepanus TpsiOBa aa
Opae (oKycHpaHa HE caMO BBPXY €3UKOBHTE acCleKTH, HO M Ja BKIIOYBa
CTpaTeruu 3a MoJo0psBaHEe HAa CEH30pHATa MHTErpalus W peryjanus ¥ jJa ce
0a3upa Ha MyJITUIUCHUIUIMHAPEH MOIXO0 ] MPU TUarHOCTUKATA U TEpaIusiTa.

borarute emnupuuHM JAaHHU T[IO3BOJISIBAT Ha aBTOpKaTra Ja HamlpaBH
CBIIICCTBCHH 3a TEOpHUATAa W IMpaKTHKaTa HM3BOJAM M Ja jAaac OOOCHOBAaHM
IPENOPBHKH, HACOUCHH KBbM HEOOXOJIMMOCTTA OT pa3pabOTBaHE HAa METOJUKA 3a
I[eJICHACOYCHN MHTEPBEHIINH, (DOKYCUPaHU €THOBPEMEHHO BBPXY CEH30PHUTE H
e3ukoBuTe acnekTu Ha CEH B eKuIl OT crielMaiucTy B HOAXOIAIa eprOHOMHUYHA
Y COLHAJIHA CPEAa.

B 3axmroueHue Ha aHanm3a Ha TpeTa TiiaBa, OMX MOCOYWIA KaTO MPUHOCEH
eJeMeHT ajanTtupaHeTo Ha ,,Cenzopaus npodui Ha Winie Dunn (1997), yueto
BBBEXJIAaHE MOXKE Ja 00oratu JoroneauyHara npaktuka. [I[puemamM nocoueHure
OT JIOKTOpaHT BennHOBa NPUHOCH OTHOCHO MHOHEPCTBOTO 3a BCEOOXBATHO
pas3riiekJaHe Ha CEH30PHUTE HapYIICHUs MpPH Jela CbC CHeU(UYHO €3HMKOBO
HapylieHue; 000co0sBaHETO HA MapKepHU 3a CEH30PHO pa3BUTHE MPH Jela ChC
CEH; MPUWIOKUMOCTTA Ha pe3yiraTture B IpaKTUKaTa Ha
MYJITUIUCUUIIMHAPHUTE eKuIy 3a padota ¢ aena cbc CEH u pazpaborBanero Ha
MEINKO-Teorpad)CKy aHAIN3 HA HAPYIIEHUETO.

4. ABTopedepar

ABTopedepaTpT OTpa3siBa KOPEKTHO W TOYHO CHABPKAHUETO Ha
IUCEPTALIMOHHUS TPYJA, KaTo AakKLUEHThT € HaJl IOJYyYEHUTE OT HAy4YHOTO
uscnenBane pesynratu. [lpeacraBenu ca 5 Ha Opoil HayyHM NyOJIMKalUM B



CHCIMANU3UPaHN  W3/aHUsA, KOETO HANbJIHO TMOKPHUBA  MHHHMAIHUTE
HAyKOMETPUYHHU TOoKazarenu 3a npugodbuBane Ha OHC , JlokTop* B obnact 7.
3npaBeona3BaHe U CIIOPT.

3aK/JIo4YeHue

JlucepTalMOHHUAT TpyA Ha Tema ,,CEeH30pHM HapyLIEHHs IpU Jela CbC
CHelM(PHUUHO €3UKOBO HApYILIECHUE MPEACTaBs aKTYaJHO HAyYHO H3CIJIE/IBAHE.
JIOKTOpaHTKaTra JI€MOHCTpUpa  3aAbJOOYEHM IO3HAHMA 1O  Hay4yHara
npobyieMaTHKa U HEOOXOIMMUTE Hay4YHO-U3Cie0oBaTesIcku ymMeHus. Hanuue ca
HeoOXoaumuTe nyOonukanuu. JucepTauMOHHUAT TPyAd W TPEAOCTaBEHUTE
JOKYMEHTH OTIOBapsIT HA OCHOBHUTE TEXHUYECKU U HOPMAaTHBHU U3UCKBAHUS 3a
npunoouBane Ha OHC , Jloktop® cwobpasHo 3PACPbB, IlpaBunnanka 3a
npunarane Ha 3PACPD u na BITPAC na FO3Y ,,Heodut Puncku®. B 3akmtouenne
KAaTETOPUYHO IMPENopbUYBaM Ha yBakaeMoTO CHenHaIn3upaHo HAYYHO JKypH aa
OPUCHIM HayyHaTa U 00pa3oBaTesHa CTeneH ,,JlokTtop” Ha Jlunus BanentuHoBa
SlnueBa-BenuHoBa B mpodecuonanno Hampasienue 7.4. OOIIECTBEHO 3/paBe
(Jtoromeus).

Hara: 11.11.2024 r. Unen Ha  KypuUTO:
(Iloonuc)
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bv Assoc. Prof. Miglena Simonska-Tsatsova. PhD.
South-West Universitv “Neofit Rilski““. Blagoeverad.
member of a scientific iurv for awarding the educational and
scientific degree "doctor" in a professional area 7.4. Public Health
(Logoperdics)

Dissertation title: ,,Sensory disorders in children with specific language
impairment*

Author: Liliya Valentinova Yancheva-Velinova, part-time PhD student at
department of Logopedics, faculty of Public health, health care and sport, South-
West University “Neofit Rilski“, Blagoevgrad

Scientific supervisor: Assoc. Prof. Ekaterina Mitova, PhD, md

1. General biographical presentation of candidate (education and
qualifications, professional experience, etc.)

Liliya Yancheva-Velinova acquired her Bachelor's degree in Special
Pedagogics with a major in Logopedics in 2002 and her Master's degree in Special
Pedagogics (Logopedics) in 2005 at Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”.
Since 2002 she has been working as a speech therapist in public and private
structures providing speech therapy assistance to children with communication
disorders, some of which she is the manager. An important testimonial of her
professional qualities is the work at Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski”. She
1s also a very valuable asset for her work as a basic mentor of the state internships
of the students of the specialty "Logopedics" for the period 2007-2014. Since
2005 she has been a member of the National Association of Logopedics in
Bulgaria. She has participated as an expert speech therapist in two projects for
assessment and treatment of children with special educational needs. Liliya
Velinova's aspiration to improve and accumulate knowledge through her



participation in numerous trainings after obtaining her Bachelor's degree is highly
impressive. Since 2005 she has participated with papers and posters at national
and international forums, some of which have been published in proceedings.
During this period, she realized 17 publications.

2. Actuality of the dissertation work

Language disorders are one of the most common in childhood. Although there
are many theories and papers in the scientific literature on their etiology,
pathogenesis, symptomatology and therapy, they continue to be a challenge for
researchers. With the development of other scientific fields such as
neurolinguistics and the improvement of neuroimaging technologies, some of the
theories of language disorders from the past century are being revised in our
modern times. Such is the theory of Dr. Jean Ayres, who postulated the idea that
disorders in sensory integration can lead to a wide range of behavioral and
learning difficulties, including in the area of language development.

The search for the interrelationship between sensory disorders and language
disorders during the childhood in order to discover new mechanisms for
successfully influencing children with specific language disorders can being
described as significant and relevant to the speech therapy theory and practice.

3. Structure and content of the dissertation work
3.1. Content of the dissertation
The dissertation is consists of 180 pages and contains an introduction, three
chapters, conclusions, recommendations, conclusion, contributions, 3 appendixes
and a bibliography of 262 sources, 39 in Cyrillic and 223 in Latin. It is illustrated
with 40 tables, 2 diagrams and 54 graphs.

3.2. Content and qualities of the theoretical part

The theoretical part initially focuses on the theoretical models of language
disorders, their definition, etiology, pathogenesis and classification, with attention
to the specific symptoms at different levels of language impairment. It is worth
noting the fact that the sub-head "Etiology of SEN" addresses the prevalence of
SEN rather than the causes that lead to the disorder. Also, the translations of the
terms "impairment" and "daley" on page 13 should be clarified. It is recommended
that the current versions of ICF-CY, ICD and DSM have to be presented.

In the next part of the theoretical review, the PhD student thoroughly discusses
classical and contemporary theories of sensory integration and sensory processing
through different perceptual modalities, and their impact on language in norm and
pathology. She demonstrates her skills in analyzing, interpreting and summarizing



the literature to conclude that sensory integration is a key factor in the language
development of pre-school children. This provides the basis for the development
of the research methodology of the dissertation.

3.3. Content and qualities of the experimental procedure

The structure of the study contains the aim, objectives, hypotheses, contingent,
stages and methods of data processing of the research. The tasks are subordinated
to the main objective of the study, divided into 2 stages to achieve them. Two
main hypotheses are set, through which the interaction between SES and sensory
integration is sought.

The contingent of the research is presented visually and correctly. The number
of children surveyed in the first stage is impressive - 2649 children from 18
kindergartens. The contingent of 90 examined persons in the second stage of the
research meets the requirements for objectivity of statistical data processing. The
methods of statistical processing and analysis of the survey data were properly
selected in order to prove the hypotheses.

The study design is subordinate to the concept and purpose of the study. It
includes the Protocol for Neuropsychological Examination in Childhood by
Raichev et al. (1985) and a test-questionnaire adapted in Bulgarian for the sensory
integrative function of children with specific language disorder "Sensory Profile"
by Winie Dunn (1997). It is recommended that the instrument have to been
described in detail and/or presented in an appendix.

My questions to the doctoral student in this section is focused on the speech
therapy diagnosis of the children studied:

1. By what criteria is stated the diagnosis of SEN determined?
2. What subforms of SEN do the children have?

3.4. Content and qualities of the presentation of the results and their
analysis

The results of the research are illustrated in a series of tables and graphs.
Statistical data for multiple correlations are presented to prove the hypothesis.
Undoubtedly, this part is presented very thoroughly and in it doctoral student Lilia
Yancheva-Velinova demonstrates high scientific skills in interpreting the
obtained data as well as in handling the methods of statistical evaluation. I highly
appreciate the fact that in the analysis of all correlations obtained, the PhD student
compares her own research with the achievements in the scientific literature.
Towards the analysis of each of the correlations, she seeks to answer both the
reasons for the interactions obtained and their influence over the future
development of children with SEN. The objective data from the factor analysis of



the study allowed the PhD student to conclude that some of the specific areas of
difficulty for children with SEN are sensory seeking, emotional reactivity, oral
and sensory sensitivity, distractibility and motor/perceptual problems. Intrigued
by the data, I would like to ask the following question: Is there a relationship
between the type of SEN versus the specific areas of difficulty identified in the
study?

Another high-value element of Chapter Three is the application of quadrant
analysis, which draws attention to the behavioral pattern of children with SEN in
terms of sensory processing. The results provide a rationale for focusing attention
on features of sensory seeking and sensory sensitivity in this category of children.
I appreciate the assertion, based on the data obtained regarding the emphasis on
the importance of a comprehensive assessment of sensory processing in children
with SEN, that effective therapy should not only focus on language aspects, but
also include strategies to improve sensory integration and regulation and be based
on a multidisciplinary approach to diagnosis and therapy.

The rich empirical data allow the author to draw significant conclusions for
theory and practice, and to provide well-founded recommendations addressing the
need to develop a methodology for targeted interventions focusing on both
sensory and language aspects of SEN within a team of professionals in an
appropriate ergonomic and social environment.

In concluding the analysis of Chapter 3, I would point to the adaptation of
Winie Dunn's (1997) Sensory Profile as a contributory element whose
introduction can enrich speech therapy practice. 1 accept the contributions
outlined by Dr. Velinova regarding the pioneering of a comprehensive
consideration of sensory impairment in children with specific language
impairment, the delineation of markers of sensory development in children with
SEN, the applicability of the findings to the practice of multidisciplinary teams
working with children with SEN, and the development of a medico-geographical
analysis of the disorder.

4. Dissertation abstract

The abstract correctly and accurately reflects the content of the dissertation,
with the emphasis on the results obtained from the research. Five scientific
publications in specialized journals are presented, which fully meets the minimum
scientific metrics for obtaining the PhD in professional field 7. Health Care and
Sport.

Conclusion
The dissertation on ,,Sensory disorders in children with specific language
impairment™ presents an up-to-date scientific study. The doctoral candidate



demonstrates a thorough knowledge of the scientific issues and the necessary
scientific research skills. The required publications are available. The dissertation
work and the submitted documents meet the basic technical and regulatory
requirements for the acquisition of the educational and scientific degree ,,Doctor"
in accordance with the Law on the Development of the Academic Staff of the
Republic of Bulgaria and Regulations for its implementation, and the Iinternal
regulations for development of the academic staff of South-West University
"Neofit Rilski". I recommend to the respected Specialized Scientific Jury to award
the scientific and educational degree "Doctor" Lilia Valentinova Yancheva-
Velinova in the professional field 7.4. Public Health (Logopedics).

11 November 2024 Author of statement:

(Assoc. Prof. Miglena Simonska-Tsatsova, PhD)
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