CTAHOBHIIE
OT 01L. A-p MuaeHa AeByHAHeBa
[lenaroruyecku daxyarer, FO3Y ,Heopur Puacku - BaaroeBrpap

BKAIOU€HA KaTO YA€H Ha HAy4YHO XKYpH M0 Npoleaypa 3a NpuaobHBaHe Ha
obpasoBaTeAHa U Hay4YHa CTEIIEH ,IOKTOP* B pAMKHTE Ha JIOKTOPCKa ITporpama
SlIpenyduamuiHa regarormka“, obaacT Ha  BHUCILIE obpazoBanue 1.
Ilenarornyeckn Hayku, npodecuoHasno HarpaBaenue 1.2. Ilemaroruxa.
Hacrosiiioro craHoBHIIlE € HU3rOTBEHO B CHOTBETCTBHE C M3UCKBAHHSITA HA
3akoHa 3a pa3BUTHE HaA aKaJeMHYHHS CbCTAB B Penybanka Bwoarapus,
IIpaBHAHMKA 3a HEroBOTO mpuaaraHe U IIpaBHAHHKaA 3a pasBUTHE Ha
aKaJeMHU4HHudA cbCTaB B FOrosanamuus yHuBepcurer ,Heochur Puacku“ u B
usl’bAHEHHE Ha 3aroBen No 148/23.01.2025 r. na Pekropa Ha FOrozanamnus
yHuBepcureT ,Heodur Puacku“

OTHOCHO
AOKTOPCKA NHCEPTALIUS

»Paseumue Ha noznaeamenen unmepec Kvm Kynmypama Ha ,,dpyzus“ u
MOMUSAYUS 3a PAHHO UYrKOOe3UK0eo obyuenue npu 6-7-200uwnu deya™

IlpencraBenara 3a  pelieH3supaHe pa3paboTKa H3caeqBa CbBPEMEHHU
npobaeMH, CBbp3aHH He caMo c e(EeKTHBHOCTTA Ha IIPENoaBaHETO H
M3ydaBaHETO HA AaHIAMHCKH €3UK B pPaAMKHUTE Ha MNPEeAyYHAHIIHOTO
obpa3oBaHHE, HO M C BB3MOKHOCTHTE HA UYXKIUS €3UK KATO HHCTPYMEHT 3a
paslHpsBaHE Ha Kpbrosopa Ha obydaBalllMTe Ceé U MOTHBHPAHETO UM ja
OTIO3HAsAT, TIpHEMaT H ILEHAT KyATypaTa W IIpeApasllOAOKEHHUSTA Ha
HOCHTEAUTE Ha TO3H e3UK. Cb31aBaHETO U HHTEIPHPAHETO BHB U gpe3 HEO Ha
MOTHBalHMs 3a OloO3HaBaHe Ha [Ipyrus € 3ajada, KOSITO CTOM IIPeJ BCEKH
YIUTEA TI0 BTOPH €3HK, KOETO O3Ha4yaBa, 4Ye€ II0CTABEHUTE BBLIIPOCH U
OTTOBOPHTE MM, IIPEAAOKEHH B UCEPTALMATA CA H3KAIOYUTEAHO aKTYAaAHH U
BaXXHH 3a IIPHBEXK/IAHE Ha CBBPEMEHHOTO IIperojaBaHe Ha YyKIH €3Ulld B
CBOTBETCTBHE C OBP30 NPOMEHSAIIUTE CE COLUMAAHH TOTPEGHOCTH M BCE I1O-
CBBP3aHHsA CBAT HAa KOMYHHUKAIUATA.

MMCepTalMOHHUAT TPYA € CTPYKTYPHpPaH B 4 rAaBH, YBOA U NPHAOXKEHUS U
CbAbpKa 190 cTpaHUIM, BKAIOYMTEAHO TIPHAOXKEHHUSATA U AHTEpaTypara.
CrnpaBouynara 4yacT BKAYBa 213 H3TOYHMKA HA AHTAUMCKH, HEMCKH H
6BATapPCKH €3HK.

B raaBa 1 aBropkara cu nocrass 3a 11ea 1a uscaesa IO-IIIMPOKMS BBITPOC 3a
[IpoOMeHsAIIaTa ce obpa3oBaTeAHa MapagurMa, B KOSTO €3UKDBT Ce BBb3IIpHeMa
KaTo HHCTPYMEHT 3a counasHo cbanzkasane. Usnoassaiiku yHKIMOHAaAHATA



[IEPCIICKTHBA KbM €3HKa, r-)kKa bakaaynu uscaenBa Kak OeTeTo M3II0A3BA
€3HMKa M KaTo CHCTeMa, U KaTO CHMBOA, JOKa3BaMKH, ye ToH (hyHKIMOHHpaA
KaTo CouHMasHa CIIOHKA, KOATO YCTAHOBSBA HE CaMO BPB3KHTE BBTPE B
ODIIHOCTHTE, HO U BPB3KHUTE MKy TsX. Tsl M3M0A3Ba Ta3u COAHJIHA OCHOBA,
3a ga paspaboTu CBOH MOJEA 3a CTHMyAHMpaHe Ha T[103HAHHUETO 4pes
[IPOBOKHPAHE Ha WHTEPEC KbM [Ipyrusi Mpu u3ydaBaHETO Ha BTOPH e3WK. Ha
(hona Ha obpazoBareaHuTE U COlHAAHUTE edEKTH OT KOMIIETEHTHOCTHHSI
NOAXOA B  raobasusupaHusi CBST aBTOpKara odepraBa poadTa Ha
MHOTO€3MYHETO B CBBPEMEHHHTE oOlIecTBa, 0COGEHO B €BPOMNEHCKUTE, U
OTKpOsiBa AHTAHHCKHS €3HK KaTO €3MK Ha ChrAacHeTo (C. 12), ybenureaHo
BKAIOYBaHKH KYATYPHHMsS aclleKT KaTO 4acT OT YMEHHsITA, KOHTO LETETO,
H3ydaBalllo 1yXK/ €3UK, TpsiOBa [la 0OBAaJiee KaTo 4acT OT CBOETO KOTHUTHBHO,
COIHAAHO H EMOLIMOHAAHO pa3BUTHE (C. 22 - 23) B IpoakTUBHA 06pa3oBaTeAHA
cpena.

B raaBa 2 aHaAH3BT AOrMYHO THpOIBAYKABA KATO KOHTEKCTyaAHu3upa
[IO3HABATEAHHSI HHTEPEC M3yYaBallMTEe Yy»/l €3UK B paHHA Bb3pacT Ha (hoHa
Ha TAXHOTO MHTEACKTYAAHO pa3BHTHE, II03HABATEAHH IIOTPEOHOCTH W
[TO3HAaBaTEAHH JelcTBUs. ToBa [gaBa OCHOBaHHME A Ce I10COY9aT TOYHO
BB3MOXKHOCTHTE, KOUTO U3y4YaBaHETO Ha BTOPHU €3MK JaBa I10 OTHOIIEHHE HA
COLIMAAHOTO B3aHMO/IEHCTBHE, OITUTA U U3pacTBaHeTo. Bes 1a oMasoBakaBaMm
ZIOCTOHHCTBATa HA TO3H KOMITOHEHT OT M3CAE/IBAHETO, KOITO € BIIeYaTASBAlll 1
MH(OPMATHBEH, OUX Mpenopbyasa Aa ce ChKPaTsT IOAPOGHUTE CpPaBHEHHUS U
KOHTpacTH MexXy TeopuuTe Ha Ilnaxke u BHrorcku B mocaeguute mBa
naparpaca Ha raaBaTa W Jla Ce IIOCTABH I0-SICHO H3pa3eH aKIeHT BBPXY
HM3y4aBaHETO Ha BTOPH €3HK.

Ho6poCkBECTHOCTTA HA H3CAEOBATEACKHSI IIPOLIEC € IOJIKpEIleHAa B TpeTra
rAaBa OT 3a/bADOYEHO TEOPETHYHO U3CAEABAHE, PA3KPHBALLO BPB3KHTE MEXK]LY
MOTHBalHATa B PaHHOTO  4Yy>K/0E€3HKOBO OOy4eHHe U  poasita Ha
obpasoBaTeaHaTa cpella 3a CTUMyAMPAaHE Ha [I0O3HABATEAHA AKTHBHOCT.
AHaAM3BT Cb3/laBa HEOOXOAMMHUTE IIPEAIIOCTABKH 34 paspaborBaHe Ha
TEXHOAOTHMIHHST MOJICA 3a OpraHH3MpaHe Ha IIpOAKTHBHA obpa3oBaTeAHa
Cpeaa, CTHMyAMpalla I103HABAaTEAHHsI HHTEPEC KbM ,Jpyrata‘ KyaTypa,
IIPENIAOKEH B raaBa 4. BbBexk/1aT ce U ce aHAAM3HUPAT KOHIIENIIUUTE 3a poasitTa
Ha obpasoBaTeAHaTa cpella B JETCKHUTE TPAafHHU M T€ Ce H3MOA3BAT KaTo
OCHOBA 3& H3CACABAHE HA MOTHBALMSITA B PAHHOTO 4y>KA0€3HKOBO OOyYeHHe.
OcobeHo 1eHeH 3a MeH KaTo TeOpeTHK u IIPAaKTHK Ha OOYy4YEeHHEeTO TII0
AHTAMHCKH €3UK € naparpadybT 3a IPOAKTHBHHUS YYHUTEA KaTo IOCPEeIHUK
MEX/y ACTETO U TAobaAHMsl CBAT, KONTO Hrpae poasita Ha IparMaTuYHa
[IPEAIIOCTaBKa Ha MOJIeAa, IIPECTABEH B CAG/(BAIIlaTa AABA.

B Ye€TBbpPTaATa 4acT Ha H3CA€IBAHETO, U3XOXKIAUKH OT IIPEATIOAOZKEHHUETO, Ye
IMEAEHACOYECHUAT HHTEPEC KbM [pyrara KYATypa IIOBHIIIaBa I10O3HaBaTeAHATa



AKTHBHOCT Ha 6-7-TOAUIIHUTE Jlella U BOAM [0 MOTHBHUPAHO OBAAISBAHE HA
9yKIHUA €3UK, aBTOpKaTa U3rpax/a CBOsl TEXHOAOTHMYEH MOJIEA 3a [AW3aiiH Ha
€3MKOBOTO OOydeHHe, KOWTO [ma [0Beae [0 [Au3aiiH  Ha OnuTa W
IIpEXKUBSABAHHUsATA. [-3xa Bakaaynu OlLIEHSIBA JAAHaAMHKaTa Ha
TPUKOMIIOHEHTHATa CTPYKTypa Ha MOTHBAIIUSTA C IIOMOIUTA HA CIIEIIMAAHO
pa3paboTeH HHCTPYMEHTApHUYM, BKAIOYBAIIl OTJIEAHH KAPTH 3a HabAIO[EeHHE H
IIPOTOKOAM 3a OLIEHKa Ha II03HaBaTeAHaTa AaKTUBHOCT U I103HABATEAHUS
HHTEpPEC, KaKTO U II€PCOHAAH3HPAHH TECTOBH 0OaTepuu, H3MepBalll
aKaJIeMHYHUTE TIIOCTHXKEHHUsI Ha Jelara B IIpolleca Ha YyXkKI0E3HUKOBO
oby4yenue. MeToabT Ha HabalneHHe e cTpaTHgHIMpaH HA OIHCATEAHH,
(pOKyCHpaHHM M CEACKTHBHHM KOMIIOHEHTH, KOETO ITOBHIIABA HANEXKIHOCTTA W
JI0II'bABA PE3YATATHUTE, TIOAYYEHH C TeCToBaTa HaTepus.

AHaAM3BT, KaKTO BbB (bazaTa Ha IIpeJBAPHUTEAHOTO, Taka M BBB (azara Ha
[IOCA€/ABAIIIOTO TECTBAHE, OTYHUTA BCHYKH IIPOMEHAMBH M (aKTOpu H
Npe/CTaBs yOeANTEAHH 0KA3aTEACTBA, Y€ MOJEABT € e(DeKTUBEH, e(PUKACEH U
a/ICKBATHO CTHMyAMpa [103HAaBaTEAHHs] HHTEPEC KbM Jpyrata KyATypa.

B no-texHuyecku naax HaMHpaM €3HMKa Ha JucepTalydra 3a €A€eraHTeH U
IIOAXOOLIIT 3a aKaJEMHUYHUA PETUCTBP. C’bll’bp}KaHI/ICTO H OopraHHu3anudTa Ha
BCdKa raaBa CAy>KaT KaTo OTIIpaBHaA TOYKa 3a CAeaBalllara. MCTOI[OAOFI/IS{Ta €
IIPELH3HO OTpa6OT€Ha CIIpAMO LIEAMTE Ha HU3CA€ABaHETO. YlcHoTraTra Ha
HU3A02KEHHETO € CBhHU3MEpPHMa €IUHCTBEHO C Heromara AOTHKa, KOXE3Uud H
CbOTBETCTBHE C aKaQAEMHUYHUTE U3HUCKBaAHU4.

OneHkaTa Ha MPENAOKEHOTO 3a pasTAekKIaHe HAYYHO HU3CAEBAHE, 3A€IHO C
BCHYKH  IOITBAHUTEAHH JIOKA3aTEACTBa, MPEJACTABEHH B IIpOLEAypaTa,
thopMHpaT coanziHa OCHOBA 3a MOsiTa ITpernophKa. [1peaaraM Ha YAeHOBeTe Ha
Hay4noto xypu, na npucean sa Mapus Bakaayau o6pa3zoBaTeanara u Hay4Ha
CTENEH ,JIOKTOP® 110 MOKTOpPCKa Iporpama ,lIpeayduaniima rejaroruka’,
obaact Ha BHclIe obpaszoBanue 1: [legaroruyecku HayKH, IpodecHoHasHO
HanpaBaeHHe 1.2. [legaroruka.

06.02.2025 Yaen Ha HayuHno kypwu:

nou. n1-p Muaena AeBynauesa



OPINION
by assoc. prof. Milena Levunlieva
Faculty of Education, SWU “Neofit Rilski” - Blagoevgrad

included as a member of the scientific jury for a procedure for the educational
and scientific degree “Doctor” within the post-graduate program Pre-School
Education, field of higher education 1. Pedagogical Sciences, professional field
1.2. Pedagogy. This opinion has been prepared in compliance with the
requirements of the Law on the Development of the Academic Staff in the
Republic of Bulgaria, the Regulations for its Implementation and the Rules for
the Development of the Academic Staff at South-West University “Neofit Rilski”
and in execution of Order No. 148/23.01.2025 of the Rector of South-West
University “Neofit Rilski”

CONCERNING
DOCTORAL DISSERTATION

“Developing cognitive interest in "the other" culture and
motivation for early foreign language learning in 6-7-year-old
children”

The research submitted for review probes into contemporary issues not
only related to the efficiency of teaching and learning English within pre-
school education, but also to the capacities a foreign language has as
an instrument of broadening learners’ horizons and motivating them to
learn about, accept, and cherish the culture and predispositions of the
native speakers of that language. Creating and integrating in and
through FLL a motivation to know the Other is a task any second
language teacher has, which means that the questions posed and
answered in the dissertation are of great topicality and importance in
bringing modern language teaching apar with the rapidly changing
social needs and the ever shrinking world of communication.

The thesis is structured in 4 chapters, introduction and appendices. It
contains 190 pages including the appendices and the references. The

reference section contains 213 sources in English, German and
Bulgarian.

In Chapter 1 the author sets out discussing the broader issue of the
changing educational paradigm in which language is perceived as an
instrument of social cohesion. Employing the functionalist perspective,
the author explores how the child uses language both as a system and
as a symbol, demonstrating that it functions as a social glue that



establishes not only the links within communities, but also the links
among them. She uses this solid foundation to design her model for
stimulating cognition by provoking interest in the Other in learning a
second language. Against the backdrop of the educational and social
effects of the competence-based approach in a globalized world, the
author delineates the role of multilingualism in modern societies,
especially European ones, and singles out English as the language of
consent (p. 12), convincingly including the cultural aspect as part of the
skills a young language learner needs to master while building their
cognitive, social, and emotional development (p. 22 - 23) in a proactive
educational environment.

In chapter 2, the author logically proceeds contextualizing the cognitive
interest of young learners against the background of their intellectual
development, cognitive needs, and cognitive actions pinpointing the
opportunities second language learning gives for social interaction,
practice and growth. Without undermining the merits of this component
of the research, which is both impressive and informative, I would
recommend pruning the detailed comparison and contrast between the
theories of Piaget and Vygotsky in the last two paragraphs of the chapter
and putting a more pronounced focus on second language learning.

The conscientiousness of the research process is supported in chapter
3 by a thorough theoretical inquiry unraveling the links between
motivation in early foreign language learning and the role of the
educational environment in stimulating cognitive activity. The analysis
establishes the necessary prerequisites for the design of the
technological model for organizing a proactive educational environment
stimulating cognitive interest in the "other" culture offered in chapter 4.
It introduces and analyzes concepts of the role of the educational
environment in kindergartens and uses these as a basis to explore
motivation in early foreign language learning. Especially valuable to me
as a theoretician and a practitioner of English language teaching, is the
paragraph on the proactive teacher as a mediator between the child and

the global world, which I see as the pragmatic prerequisite of the model
presented in the next chapter.

In chapter 4, on the assumption that focused interest in the other
culture enhances the cognitive activity of 6-7-year-olds and leads to
motivated mastery of the foreign language, the author builds her
technological model for designing language learning in such a manner
as to design the learning experience. She assesses the dynamics of the
three-component structure of motivation with a tailor-made toolkit
including separate observation maps and assessment protocols for
cognitive activity and cognitive interest as well as customized test



batteries measuring children’s academic achievements in the process of
foreign language learning. The observation method is stratified into
descriptive, focused, and selective components, which enhances
reliability and supplements the results obtained with the test battery.
The analysis, both in the pre-test and post-test phase, takes into
consideration all variables and factors and presents conclusive evidence
that the model is effective, efficient and adequately stimulates cognitive
interest in the other culture.

On a more technical note, I find the language of the dissertation elegant
and pertinent to the academic register. The content and organization of
each chapter serve as a departure point for the subsequent one. The
methodology is finely honed to the goals of the research. The clarity of
the exposition is only commensurate with its logic, cohesion, and
congruence with the academic requirements.

The evaluation of the scientific research submitted for consideration,
along with all additional evidence provided in the procedure, form a solid
basis for my recommendation. I propose to the members of the Scientific
Jury and, subsequently, that Maria Bakaloudi be awarded the
educational and scientific degree Doctor in Pre-School Pedagogy, field of

higher education 1. Pedagogical Sciences, professional field 1.2.
Pedagogy.
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