CTAHOBHUIUIE
3A JUCEPTAIIMOHHMUS TPY HA TABEJI HUKOJIOB
»OTHOHWEHUETO PA3YM - UYBCTBA B EIIOXATA HA
®PEHCKOTO IMTPOCBELEHUE*
3A IPUCBXIAHE HA OBPA30BATEJ/IHATA U HAYUYHA CTEIIEH
»JAOKTOP* 110 ITIPO®ECUOHAJIHO HAITPABJIEHUE
2.3. DUJTOCODUS, nayuna cnenuajanoct Coyuanna gpunocopus
ot npo¢. 1pu Huna lumurpoBa, UPU — BAH

[TaBen HukoioB € pemoBeH JOKTOpPAHT Mo couuanHa ¢uiaocodpus B KareapaTa
1o puocodCku U COUONIOTHYECKHN HAyKU KbM FOro3amannus yHuBepcuteT ,,Heodut
Puncku®. JlokymMeHTUTE 1O 3alllMTaTa Ha HETOBAaTa JUCEpPTalUsl ca U3PAIHU. 3a WICH
Ha Hay49HOTO XYpPU B HACTOSIIaTa IMpolielypa ChbM Ha3HaU€HA ChbC 3anoBen Ha Pexropa
Ha FO3Y Ne 649 ot 17. 03. 2025 .

[IpencraBeHara 3a oOCHKAaHe AUCEpPTALMs € MOcBeTeHa Ha [Ipoceewjenuemo —
€roxara, BbB3JIOKWJIA Ha YOBCLIKHUS pa3yM Ja JETMTUMHUpa IJI0CTHATa >KU3HEHA
cdepa; emoxara Ha rojieMus 0opart, 61arojgapeHue Ha KOWTo ce € oopMuIIa THENTHaTa
HUA UJCHTUYHOCT: 3a MBPBH BT B HCTOPUATA XOpaTa peliaBaT Ja B3eMaT B PBIIC
chadaTa CH U Ja MOCTaBAT OJIArOMoyYHeTO HAa YOBEUECTBOTO KaTO BHPXOBHA 1IN Ha
CBOHUTE JeUCTBUA, KakTo 00oOmana Ilseran Tomopos B ,,JlyxsT Ha [IpocBemnieHueTo.
(Bmpouewm, yuynBaiio e, 4e To3u TPy He € OWII MOI3BaH).

TekcTbT € mojaeMUyHO u3cienBaHe — amouiusata Ha [laBen HukonoB e na
OMOHMpA Ha MOMYyJspHATa MHTEpIpeTalus Ha KHUrara Ha XopkxaiimMep u AIOpHO
,»JJMAJIeKTHKa Ha MPOCBEIICHUETO , peAylupaiia te3ara U 10 ,,eAHO-€JUHCTBEHO OT
M3pEUCHUsITAa U — Y€ npoceeweHuemo Ouio momanumapro‘‘, KakTo KOMEHTHpa B
MoCJIecioBa ChbMHIIUICHUKBT Ha aBTopute FOpren Xabepmac. OGeKT Ha KpUTHUKATa Ha
XopkxaiiMep U AJOPHO € HWHCTPYMEHTAIM3AlUATa HAa pasyMa, H3rpakIail eauH
panMoHanu3upaHn, Oe3aylieH, ,,pa3oMarbocan” cBAT. KbM KpUTHYHHS TATOC Ce
npuchkeauHsaBa U Murmen dyko, aBTop Ha JBa TekcTa BbpXy KanTtoBus ,,OTroBop Ha

BbHpoca o e IlIpoceewenue.



Huanornynuatr mnpouynt Ha [laBenm HUKOIOB ThpcH apryMeHTH cperly
MIPECUIICHUTE OLIEHKH B MOJOOHHM MHTEPIpETany (KbM YHETO aBTOPCTBO € BKIIIOYEH U
3urmyHT baymaH) B rpmxJIMBOTO H3cieqBaHe Ha ()peHCKaTa MPOCBEUICHCKAa MHUCHIL,
KaTo CTPEeMEXbT MY € JIa 3ABH HeHATa yMEepeHa MO3HIHSA CIIPSIMO MTPABOMOIIUATA HA
pa3yma, ChIIOCTaBEHH C T€3H Ha YyBCTBATA.

OO61muar o6em Ha nucepranusTa € 177 cTpaHuIM; CTPYKTypUpaHa € B yBOJl, TpU
TJIaBH (C MO HAKOJIKO Mmaparpada), 3aKiIrodeHne 1 onoiamorpadus.

YBOIBT ChObpXkKa H3UCKBAaHUTE YTOUHEHHUS 3a OOEKTa W IpeaMeTa Ha
u3ciaenBaHeTo, GopMyarpaHaTa el U 33JaduTe, Ype3 YHeTO M3ITBIHCHUE T Ja Obae
MOCTHUTHATA.

N3cnenBaneTo BOMcBa MpoOCBEIIEHCKaTa (Quiocopuss B  paMKUTE Ha
MogepHocTTa, Karo H3pHYHO € YyKa3aHo obOaye, ue [lpocBemenuero me Obae
pasriIeXIaHO HE TOJKOBA KAaTO OMPEAETCH HCTOPUYECKH IEPHOJ, KOJIKOTO Karo
cienuduyueH emoc. ToBa UMEHHO TNPENOCTaBs BB3MOXHOCT Ha aBTOpa Ja THPCH U
HamMHpa HETOBH aHAJIO3W M B OTAAJICYEHU MO BpeMe M MACTO ¢uinocodcku u/mnu
PEIMTHO3HU CHCTEMHU.

Ob6eMbT Ha cmanosuwemo KaTo THUIl OT3HUB 3a JUCEPTALIMOHHO HM3CJIE/BAaHE €
TBBPJIC OTPAaHUYCH, 32 Ja CH MO3BOJIS Ja pa3riiexk1aM U TPEACTaBSIM OTACITHUTE YacTH;
M0-CKOPO TOCJIEIOBATEIHO III€ CIHOJENAM BIIEYATICHHUATA CH OT MPOYUTa Ha TPYyAa,
0TOeINA3BaKN HETOBUTE JOCTOWHCTBA M €BEHTYaJTHO CIIOPHH MECTa.

OT ThpceHaTa TieHa TOYKa — YTBBPXKIaBaHETO Ha OajlaHca MEXIy pa3yMm u
YyBCTBa KaTO JOMMHAHTHA HArjiaca, ca aHaJU3UPaHU BB3TJIETUTE HA HAKOJIKO 3HAKOBU
(dpencku ¢unocodu ot emnoxara (3a BKIFOYBAHETO U HA XIOM € MPEJACTaBEH COJIUJICH
7I0BOJI), HO ChbM oO33jaueHa oT jurcata Ha Tropro m Konmopce, uuuto uaeum 3a
mporpeca W HENPECTAaHHOTO YCHBBPIICHCTBAHE Ha YOBEKAa HE MOXke na Obaar
MOJIMUHATH, 0COOEHO € OTJIe]] Ha KpUTHKaTa Ha (paHKPyPTIIH.

[IpoBeaeHUAT aHAIN3 € M3ILUIO yIOBICTBOPUTENICH U JOKOJKOTO OBIrapckara
¢unococka KHIDKHMHA HHMKaK He € Oorata OTKBM H3CIeABaHMA Ha (peHckara
¢unocodus ot emoxara Ha IIpocBemieHneTro, 0COOEHO OT MPEATIOKEHUS OT aBTOpPA
paKypc, CMsTaM TOBa 3a €IHO OT JOCTOWHCTBATa Ha Tpyda. OLeHKaTa MU € BalUJHA U

3a pa3paboTKara Ha MpEACTaBEHATa KPAmKd (YeHOMEHON02Us HA YYBCHMEEHOCMMA 6



MoOdepHama enoxa. Bcudko NOTyK € yOeAWTENHO; BBIIPOCHT MU o0ade € CICAHUST:
JIOKOJIKOTO OCHOBHAaTa aTaka OT CTpaHa Ha 3HaMeHWTara ,Jluajekruka Ha
[IpocBemennero ce oTHacs JO0 Bpb3KaTa Mexay MuT u  I[IpocBemieHue
(ITIpocBemeHreT0 KaTO MHUTOJOTHS), TO JAIH NAJACHUTE B TUCEPTALUATA OTTOBOPH
(moka3BalM XapMOHU3UPAHUSI C YyBCTBATa pa3yM) ca UMEHHO aJieKBaTHUTE?

WHTEpecHO € pelIeHneTo J1a ce MPEACTaBH MPEAUCTOPHITA HA MPOCBEUICHCKUS
€TOC, KaKTO W TO-KbCHATa MYy TMPOEKIHS — TOBA € CBIIO €AUH OT CHOJYUJIMBUTE
MOMEHTH B aucepTaiusata. Mosita mpernopbka TyK € J1a c€ TIOMHUCITH 32 BKIIFOUBAHETO
Ha OIlle €JHa, M TO JOCTAaTh4YHO pa3lo3HaBaema, crpaHa Ha llpocBemieHuero —
MAacCOHCTBOTO, HEM3MEHHO CIIPSATAaHO KaTO CEHYecTa CTpaHa Ha Ta3u HEOOMKHOBEHA
eroxa B MCTOpHSATa Ha YOBEYECTBOTO (M HpeaBUj (akTa, 4e WICHOBE HA MACOHCKU
noxu ca Oomnu Bonrep, Huapo, Konmopce, [[’AnambGep, Xenseruit u ap.). Tosa,
pa3bupa ce, ako IlaBen HukoioB mma HamepeHue 1a NPOABIIKU 3aHUMAHUATA CH C
Ta3W UHTEpPECHA U 3HaAYUMa TeMa.

Jlpyra Mos mpenopbKa ce OTHacs 0 Bb3MOXKHOCTTA Ja ObJle aHAIM3UPAHO U
MPEACTaBEHO MO0-O0CTOMHO M OTHOIICHHETO Ha u3cienBaHuTe ¢GpeHcku ¢uiaocodu
KbM pENUrHsTa (TOBa € €IMH OT BaXKHUTE Oene3u, KOuTo orTianyaBaT OpeHCKOTO OT
Hemckoro mpocBemienue Hampumep). Te3um Harimacu AOCTUTaT UM 10 OBJITrapcKOTO
Bw3paxane Bek Mo-KbCHO, IPEBBPHANIO gomepuarey B CAHOHUM Ha 0e300KHHUK.

OTHOCHO pa3yMa KaTo MpeJAMET Ha M3CIEIBAHETO — KAaKTO 3HAeM, TOM HMa
MHOKECTBO aMILIOA: 3/IpaB pa3yM, KbM KOWTO YECTO areyrpa MpOoCBEUIEHCKAaTa MUCHII,
HO M CIIEKYJaTHUBEH, TEOPETHYEH, NPAKTUYECKH, MUHCTPYMEHTAJIEH, TEXHOJIOIMYEH
pa3ym u T.H. B jucepranmsra ca HanmpaBeHH HAKOM OT HEOOXOJMMHUTE YTOYHCHHUs (32
yroTpedaTa Ha 3paBusl pa3yM M Ha U3YUCIUTEIHHS), HO Jajied He HABCSIKBJE U HE 32
BCSIKO MPEBBILTHIIEHUE HA Ta3U Thil BayKHA YOBEILIKA CIIOCOOHOCT.

3a men naparpad 3.2.1. — ,,MHCTUYHU U PEIUTHO3HU TCHACHIIMH B HAIlM3Ma“, €

H3JIMIICH — HAITMCAHOTO € BAPHO, HO HE € PCIICBAHTHO Ha TEMAarTa.

JloTyk HampaBeHUTE O€NeKKH HE MPOMEHST OOIIOTO MH BIEYATICHHE 32

AucepranusiaTa KaTo KOMIICTCHTHO U HpO(bCCI/IOHa.HHO HN3CJICABAaHC.



ABTropedepaTbT TOYHO IpeaaBa AyXa U ChAbP)KAHUETO Ha JucepTranusra. B
HETO € BKJIIOYEHA CaMOOLIEHKAaTa Ha aBTOPA 3a HAIPABEHUTE YETUPHU HAYYHU IIPUHOCH,
C YMATO MPETEHLUS CbM CHIVIACHA.

[Tnamen HukonoB € aBTOp Ha pa3IiMyHU MyOJUKALMK, YAHTO OpOil € Janey Haj

HN3UCKBaHU. HpeILOCTaBCHI/I Ca JaHHMU M 34 3HAUUTCIIHATA MY dAKTHBHOCT HAa HAaYYHH

(opymm.

B 3akmioueHue: kaTto 4jieH Ha HAYYHOTO JKYpPH KaTETOPUYHO IIIe TjacyBaMm C
,Jda“ Ha [Inamen BanentunoB HukoinioB na Obae npuchieHa UCKaHaTa oOpa3oBaTenHa
W HaydHa CTeleH ,,JJOKTop“ B mpodecrmoHalHO HampaBieHue 2.3. @uirocoghus,
cnenuanuoct Coyuanna gunocogus.

25. 03. 2025 [Monamuc:



OPINION
ON THE DISSERTATION OF PLAMEN NIKOLOV
"THE RELATIONSHIP REASON - FEELINGS IN THE AGE OF
THE FRENCH ENLIGHTENMENT"
FOR THE AWARD OF THE EDUCATIONAL AND SCIENTIFIC
DEGREE "DOCTOR" IN PROFESSIONAL FIELD 2.3. PHILOSOPHY
(Social philosophy)
by Prof. Nina Dimitrova, Institute of Philosophy and Sociology

at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences

Pavel Nikolov is a full-time doctoral student in social philosophy at the
Department of Philosophical and Sociological Sciences at the Southwestern University
"Neofit Rilski". The documents for the defense of his dissertation are in order. | have
been appointed as a member of the scientific jury in the current procedure by Order of
the Rector of Southwestern University No. 649 of 17. 03. 2025.

The dissertation presented for discussion is dedicated to the Enlightenment —
the era that tasked human reason with legitimizing the entire sphere of life; the era of
the great turnaround, thanks to which our today's identity was shaped: For the first
time in history, people decided to take their destiny into their own hands and place the
well-being of humanity as the ultimate goal of their actions, as summarized by Tsvetan
Todorov in "The Spirit of Enlightenment”. (By the way, it is surprising that this work

was not used).

The text is a polemical study — Pavel Nikolov's ambition is to oppose the
popular interpretation of Horkheimer and Adorno's book "Dialectic of Enlightenment”,
which reduces its thesis to "a single one of its sentences — that the Enlightenment was
totalitarian”, as the authors' like-minded person Jirgen Habermas comments in the

afterword.



The object of Horkheimer and Adornao's criticism is the instrumentalization of
reason, building a rationalized, soulless, "disenchanted" world. Michel Foucault,
author of two texts on Kant's "Answer to the Question What is Enlightenment", also
joins the critical pathos.

Pavel Nikolov's dialogical reading seeks arguments against the exaggerated
assessments in such interpretations (whose authorship includes Zygmunt Bauman) in
the careful study of French Enlightenment thought, with his aim being to reveal its
moderate position towards the powers of reason, compared to those of feelings.

The total volume of the dissertation is 177 pages; it is structured into an
introduction, three chapters (each with several paragraphs), a conclusion, and a
bibliography.

The introduction contains the required clarifications about the object and
subject of the study, the formulated goal and the tasks through the implementation of
which it is to be achieved.

The study places Enlightenment philosophy within the framework of
Modernity, while explicitly stating, however, that the Enlightenment will be viewed
not so much as a specific historical period, but as a specific ethos. This precisely
provides the author with the opportunity to search for and find its analogues in
philosophical and/or religious systems that are distant in time and place.

The scope of the opinion as a type of review for a dissertation research is too
limited to allow me to examine and present the individual parts; rather, 1 will
consistently share my impressions of reading the work, noting its merits and possibly
controversial points.

From the sought-after point of view — the affirmation of the balance between
reason and feelings as a dominant attitude, the views of several prominent French
philosophers of the era are analyzed (a solid argument is presented for the inclusion of
Hume), but | am puzzled by the absence of Turgot and Condorcet, whose ideas about
progress and the continuous improvement of man cannot be ignored, especially in
view of the criticism of the Frankfurters.

The analysis conducted is entirely satisfactory, and since Bulgarian

philosophical literature is not at all rich in studies of French philosophy from the Age



of Enlightenment, especially from the perspective proposed by the author, | consider
this to be one of the merits of the work. My assessment is also valid for the
development of the presented brief phenomenology of sensuality in the modern era.

Everything so far is convincing; however, my question is this: since the main
attack on the part of the famous "Dialectic of Enlightenment" concerns the relationship
between myth and Enlightenment (Enlightenment as mythology), are the answers
given in the dissertation (showing reason harmonized with feelings) precisely the
adequate ones?

The decision to present the prehistory of the Enlightenment ethos, as well as
its later projection, is interesting — this is also one of the successful moments in the
dissertation.

My recommendation here is to consider including another, and quite
recognizable, side of the Enlightenment — Freemasonry, invariably associated as a
shadowy side of this extraordinary era in human history (and given the fact that
members of Masonic lodges included Voltaire, Diderot, Condorcet, D'Alembert,
Helvetius, etc.). This, of course, if Pavel Nikolov intends to continue his studies on
this interesting and significant topic.

Another recommendation of mine concerns the possibility of analyzing and
presenting in more detail the attitude of the studied French philosophers towards
religion (this is one of the important features that distinguish the French from the
German Enlightenment, for example). These attitudes reached the Bulgarian
Renaissance a century later, turning a Voltairean into a synonym for an atheist.

Regarding reason as the subject of study — as we know, it has multiple roles:
common sense, to which Enlightenment thought often appeals, but also speculative,
theoretical, practical, instrumental, technological reason, etc. The dissertation makes
some of the necessary clarifications (about the use of common sense and
computational sense), but not everywhere and not for every embodiment of this very
important human ability.

For me, paragraph 3.2.1. — "Mystical and religious tendencies in Nazism" is

redundant — what is written is true, but it is not relevant to the topic.



The notes made so far do not change my overall impression of the dissertation

as a competent and professional study.

The abstract accurately conveys the spirit and content of the dissertation. It
includes the author's self-assessment of the four scientific contributions made, with
whose claim | agree.

Plamen Nikolov is the author of various publications, the number of which far
exceeds the requirements. Data has also been provided on his significant activity in

scientific forums.
In conclusion: as a member of the scientific jury, | will vote "yes" to Plamen
Valentinov Nikolov to be awarded the requested educational and scientific degree

"doctor™ in professional field 2.3. Philosophy, specialty Social Philosophy.

25. 03. 2025 Signature:
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