FOTO4ANAAEH YHUBEPCUTET
‘HEOPNT PUNCKW:
BAATOEBIPAA

CTAHOBUIIE
ot npod. a1-p Kop:xera Hazbpcka, YuubUT,
3a IUCEPTAlMOHHUA TPyl HA AHTOH I'eoprueB Benes “Pecuonannu norumuku Ha
coyuanusma 6 bvaeapus u FOeocnasus: pecuonume na Kiocmenoun u Kymanoso”,

npencrased B Karenpa “Ucmopus™ npu [TUD va FO3Y “Heogpum Puncku”

CTaHOBHILIETO MU € U3TOTBEHO Bb3 OCHOBA Ha 3amoBejTa Ha PekTopa Ha
KO3V “Heogpum Puncku” (Nel111/12.05.2025) u pemieHneTo Ha Hay4YHOTO XKypHU
(mpotokoa Nel/21.05.2025) u ce oTHAcs 3a IUCEPTALMOHHUS TPYI, MPEACTABEH B
Karenpa “Ucmopusa” npu [TUD 3a npucwxkaane nHa OHC “ooxkmop no ucmopus’™
oT AHTOH ['eoprueB BeneB — JOKTOpaHT B peioBHA (popma Ha 00ydeHHe, C Hay4YeH
pbroBoauTen nou. A-p Kpuctuna [lonosa (OBO 2. Xymanutapuu Hayku, [TH 2.2.
Wctopuss u apxeonorus, Jlokropcka mporpama “Hcmopus na buvreapus’”).
CTaHOBHILIETO € HAIlKCaHO CJeJ HEMOCPEACTBEHOTO MM 3all03HaBaHE C
JOKYMEHTUTE IO NpoueAypaTa, KOSTO TBBPAS, Y€ CHa3Ba H3UCKBAHMUATA Ha
3PACPB, I[IpaBunnuka 3a HeroBoTo npuiarane u Berpemnure npasuna 3a PAC B
HO3Y.

1. OO0ma xapakTepuCcTHKA HA JMCEPTANNOHHUSA TPY/ U U3NbJIHEHHUE HA
HALMOHAJHUTEe MUHMMAJHU u3uckBanus 3a OHC “dokmop” B I1H 2.2.

AnToH BeneB e 0akanaBbp no uctopust u neaarorvka Ha O3V (2001) u

Maructbp no EBpomnelicku FOrousrok Ha CY (2013). Cnenmanusupa B EpeBan

(2018-2021) u baky (2019). PaGotu karo OMOIMOTEKAp, YUUTEI MO HCTOPUS U



xoHopyBaH mnpenoaaBaten B FO3Y, a or 2011 r. u moHacrosieM € ypeaHUK B
otaen “Hosa u nav-nosa ucmopus” na PUM-Kroctenaui.

Huceprauusta “Pecuonannu noaumuxku Ha coyuaiuzma ¢ bwvreapus u
FOzocnasus: pecuonume na Kiocmenoun u Kymanoso” e ¢ obem 476 crannapTHu
CTPAaHMIIN U ChIBPKA YBOJ, MET IJ1aBH, 3aKJIIOUEHHE, CIIUCHIYA HA U3TOUHUIIUTE, HA
ChKpalleHusTa, Ha Tabnumnute U § mpuwioxeHus. Ts u3mon3sa 6oraT HAOoOp OT
IBPBUYHA W BTOPUYHM WM3TOYHUIIA HA PA3JIUYHU €3UIM, BKJI. OT JIbp>KaBHU,
BEJIOMCTBEHHU U My3eiHU apxuBoxpaHuwiniia B bearapus u C. Makenonus. [IspBa
IrJIaBa € BCTHIIMTENIHA U NIPEICTABS ABATa MOJUTUKO-COLIMAIIHA MOJIENA, yCTOHOBHU B
bearapus n lOrocnaBusi cien Bropara cBeroBHa BoiHa. CieaBaliuTe 4YE€THPH
[JIABU CE€ 3aHMMAaBaT B CPABHUTEJICH IUIaH C AMUHHUCTPATUBHO-TEPUTOPUAIHOTO U
IpaJloyCTPOMCTBEHOTO  pa3BUTHUE, C  UHAYCTPUAIHUTE W  arpapHUTE
TpaHchopManuu, ¢ o0pa3oBaTEIHUTE, KYJATYpHUTE U 3[paBHUTE MHCTUTYIUU B
Krocrennmickusa n KymanoBckust permoH ot kpas Ha 40-te 1o Hay. Ha 60-Te rog.
Ha XX B.

B Tpyna cu aBTOpBT U3110J13Ba HHCTPYMEHTApUyMa Ha TPaAUIIMOHHATA U
COllMaJIHaTa HUCTOpPUs, KaTO BMECTO KpAeBEICKM MPEANOYNTa pPErHOHAIHHU,
HAallMOHAJIHU U JIOKAJIHU MEpCreKTuBU. ToW 3acsAra KakTo CBPbX MHTEPIPETUPAHU
BBIIPOCH, TaKa M CPABHUTEIHO C1a00 MPOyYBaHU ACMEKTH OT TPAHCTPAHUUHHUTE
B3aMMOOTHOIIICHUS; CIIUpa C€ Ha Bph3KaTa nepudepus — HEHThP U OTPaXKEHUsITa 1
BbpPXY JIOKAQIHUTE WACHTUYHOCTH M BB3MOXXHOCTH 3a COLMAIHA IPOMSHA.
JIOKTOpaHTBHT MOKa3Ba MHOT0 J00pO BIAJ€E€HE Ha METOJIUTE Ha HCTOPUYECKO
U3cle[BaHe, MOCTaBAWKN CBOETO MPOYYBAHE B IIMPOKU MOTUTHYECKH, CTOIMAHCKU
U KYJATYpPHHU PaMKH, U YMEJIO MpUIara CPaBHUTEIHUS TOAXO/.

ABTopedepaTbT NpENCTaBs CUHTE3UPAHO W TOYHO OCHOBHOTO
ChAbpP)KAHUE HA JAMCEPTAIUATA U € U3TOTBEH CHOpEN JAEHCTBAIIUTE HAlMOHAHU
CTaHAapTH.

Hapen ¢ auceprauuonnus cu Tpyn r-H Benes npezacrass 6 myOaukaiu,

KOHUTO anp06HpaT CbABPKAHUCTO MY H OTTrOBaApAT Ha HAIMOHAITHUTC MHHUMAJIHH



m3uckBanus B [TH 2.2. 3a npunodbusane nHa OHC “ooxkmop no ucmopusa”. B paznen
I' noxtopantsT crOupa 80 T. mpu HOpMma oT 30 T. [ekmapupam, 4e HIMaM 0OOIIU
yOJUKALIMK C HETO.
2. OueHka HA OCHOBHUTE HAYYHH U HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHH IPUHOCH B
AUCEPTALMOHHUS TPY/

3ano3HaBallki c€ CbhC CHABPKAHUETO HA JTUCEPTALMOHHUS TPy, HE
OTKpUX MIarnarcTso. [IpueMam ro Kato pe3ynrar oT CaMOCTOSTEIHA, TPYAOEMKa U
IPOIBDKATENTHA U3CTIe0BaTeNIcKa padoTa ¢ OpUTrMHAJIEH, aBTOPCKH MOYEPK.

W3pazsBam CBIIACMETO CH C HAyYHUTE TMPUHOCHU, TIOCOUYEHU OT
nokTopanT Benes B HeroBus aBTopedepar. Cpea Tsx 6MX OTKpousia Ipeaud BCUIKO
YCHEIIHUSI MY OMUT 3a pa3pabOTBaHE HA PETMOHAIHO MCTOPUYECKO H3CIIECIABAHE,
dbokycupano Bepxy npobsemu Ha FOrousrouna EBpoma mpe3 BTopara mojoBHHA
Ha XX B. U UMaIll0 CpaBHUTEJIEH XapakTep. TpyabT € 00pa3lioBO ChbUMHEHHUE T10
collMajHa HMCTOPHsI, KOETO MpPaBH MHKPO U MHKpPO pa3pe3d Ha oOIliecTBara B
boeirapus 1 HP Makenonust B pernoHaneH, HAIMOHAJIECH W JIOKAJEH IUIaH. Bb3
OCHOBA Ha HOBU (PaKTH WJIM JOMBJIBANKHK CHIIIECTBYBAIIUTE, aBTOPHT Ch3aBa WU
VIUTBTHSIBA HCTOpUYECKATa PEKOHCTPYKIMS Ha MPOIECUTe Ha MOJEpHH3AINS,
ypOaHu3aiys 1 MKOHOMUYECKa TpaHcpopMalius Ha oO1ecTBa ot nepudepeH THIl.
Toit mnpennmara ybOenutenHu uHTepnperanmu 32 (HE)ePEeKTUBHOCTTA  OT
TpaHc(epupaHeTo Ha CHbBETCKHUS TOTATUTAPEH MOJIET B UKOHOMHKATA U KyJITypara
Ha M3To4yHMS OJIOK M 3a 3HAYMMHUTE MY pa3IUyus C T.Hap. IOTOCIABCKUA MBT Ha
collMann3bM. PBHKOMHCHT MMOKa3Ba yMEHHUATa Ha CBOS aBTOpP Ja pa3paboTu
UCTOpUSATA HA OJIM3KOTO MUHATIO (KOMYHHM3Ma) 4pe3 MOAX0Ja Ha MUKPOUCTOPUSITA
U TPUBIMYAWKH METOAM Ha TMOJMTHUYECKaTa WKOHOMHUS W HMKOHOMHYECKaTa
conumosiorus. He Ha mocneaHo MsICTO, B TpyAa ce TPEeTUpar peauiia moaArnpooIeMu,
0 MOMEHTa cnab0 WM HE3aJ0BOJIUTETHO TMPOYYBaHM B OalIkaHCKATa
ucToprorpadus: 3a aIMUHUCTPATUBHO-TEPUTOPHAITHOTO ACIEHUE KAaTO CPEICTBO

3a (Ie)ueHTpanu3alus, 3a Bpb3KaTa Ha MUTPALMOHHUTE MPOLECHU C TPaACKOTO



IUIaHUpaHe, OJaroyCTpONCTBO W CTOMAHCKO pa3BUTHE, 3a 3/PaBEOIa3BaHETO,
OTpaMOTSIBaHETO U 00Pa30BaHUETO ChC CHOTBETHUTE UM TMOJIUTHUKH.

B nucepranusita ce OTKpuBaT U O€3CMOPHU HAYYHO-TIPUIIOKHU TPUHOCH.
BbBenenu ca B oOpaleHue OrpomMeH Opoil MbpPBHUYHM M3TOYHHUIM - apXHUBHU
JOKYMEHTH, HOBOM3IUPEHH B HMHCTUTYLIMM Ha JBETE CTpaHW, MaTepuaid OT
NepuouKaTa, CTaTUCTUKATa U MeMoapucTukara. Llenna obpaborena nHbopmaius
CBhABPXKAT ChIO 32-Te Tabauiy u 8-te potorpaduu B [IpmnoxeHueto.

3. Kputuunm 0ej1e;KKH, BLIIPOCH U MPENoOPbKH

Nwmaliky mipenBuj KadecTBaTa Ha TpyAa, NPENOPbYBAM HA aBTOpaA Jia

oOMUCIM HErOBOTO MyOuKkaBaHe. B To3u cityyail mie Ob/e Mmojie3Ho Ja ce HapaBu

CHHTC3 Ha CbIIICCTBCHUTC (1)aKTI/I " IIpOonIcCHu.

3akiouenue

Koncratupaiiku, ye nmpoueaypara 3a 3aliuTa Ha JUCEPTALMOHHUSA TPYA
TOYHO M KOPEKTHO cma3Ba n3uckBanusTa Ha 3PACPD, [IpaBunHuka 3a HErOBOTO
npuiaraie u Bbrpemnute npaswia 3a PAC B HO3Y; B3emaliku mnpensui, ye
JOKTOPAHTHT M3IIBJIHSABA MPEABUACHUTE HAILIMOHATHU MUHUMAIHU W3UCKBAaHUS B
ITH 2.2.; u ocHOBaBaifku ce Ha BUCOKOTO KayeCTBO Ha MPE/ICTaBEHUS HAy4YeH TPY/I,
OLICHABaM MOJIOKMTEJIHO JUcCepTalMsITa MU O0sSBIBAM HAMEpPEHUETO CHU Ja
riiacyBaM B moJi3a Ha npuckxaanero Ha OHC “doxmop no ucmopusa” na AHTOH
['eoprueB Benes, noktopanT B pegoHa popma Ha oO6yuenue, [1H 2.2. Uctopus u

apxeosorus, Jlokropcka nporpama “Ucmopus na bvaeapus ™.

20.06.2025 r. B (631110 (N
rp. Codus (mpod. 1-p XKopxkera Hazwpcka)
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ACADEMIC STATEMENT
by Prof. Georgeta Nazarska, Ph.D., ULSIIT,

on the dissertation of Anton Georgiev Venev “Regional Policies of Socialism in

Bulgaria and Yugoslavia: the Regions of Kyustendil and Kumanovo”, presented at

the Department of History at the Faculty of Law and History at the “Neofit Rilski”
South-West University

My statement was prepared basing of the order of the Rector of the
“Neofit Rilski” South-West University (Ne1111/12.05.2025) and the decision of the
scientific jury (minute Ne1/21.05.2025) and concerns the dissertation presented at
the Department of History at the Faculty of Law and History for the award of the
educational and scientific degree “Doctor of History” by Anton Georgiev Venev —
a doctoral student in full-time education, with a scientific supervisor Assoc. Prof.
Kristina Popova, Ph.D. (field of higher education 2. Humanities, professional field
2.2. History and Archaeology, “History of Bulgaria” Doctoral Program). |
prepared the statement after finding that it meet the requirements of the
Development of the Academic Staff in Republic of Bulgaria Law, of the Rules for
its application and of the Internal Rules for DASRBL at the SWU.

1. General characteristics of dissertation and fulfilling the national
minimum requirements of the educational and scientific degree
“Doctor” in professional field 2.2.

Anton Venev is a bachelor of history and pedagogy of the South-West

University (2001) and a master of European Southeast of the Sofia University



(2013). He specialized in Yerevan (2018-2021) and Baku (2019). He worked as
a librarian, history teacher and part-time lecturer at the South-West University,
and since 2011 and currently he is a curator in the “Modern and Contemporary
History” Department of the Regional Museum of History - Kyustendil.

The dissertation “Regional Policies of Socialism in Bulgaria and
Yugoslavia: the Regions of Kyustendil and Kumanovo” contains 476 standard
pages divided into an introduction, five chapters, a conclusion, lists of sources,
abbreviations, tables and 8 appendices. It uses a rich set of primary and
secondary sources in different languages, incl. from state, departmental and
museum archives in Bulgaria and North Macedonia. The First chapter is
introductory and presents the two political and social models established in
Bulgaria and Yugoslavia after the Second World War. The following four
chapters deal in a comparative manner with the administrative-territorial and
urban development, with the industrial and agrarian transformations, with the
educational, cultural and health institutions in the Kyustendil and Kumanovo
regions from the late 1940s to the early 1960s.

In his work, the author uses the tools of traditional and social history,
preferring regional, national and local perspectives instead of domestic history.
He touches on both over-interpreted issues and relatively poorly studied aspects
of cross-border relationships; he focuses on the periphery-center relationship
and its reflections on local identities and opportunities for social change. The
doctoral student shows very good command of the methods of historical
research, placing his research in broad political, economic and -cultural
frameworks, and skillfully applies the comparative approach.

The abstract presents the main content of the dissertation in a
synthesized and accurate manner and is prepared according to the current
national standards.

Along with his dissertation work, Mr. Venev presents 6 publications

that approve its content and meet the national minimum requirements in



professional field 2.2. History and Archaeology for acquiring of the educational
and scientific degree “Doctor of History”. In section D, the doctoral student
collects 80 points out of a norm of 30 points. | declare that | have no common

publications with him.

2. Assessment of the main scientific and applied scientific contributions in
the dissertation work

Having become familiar with the content of the dissertation work, I
did not find any plagiarism. | accept it as the result of independent, hard and
long-term research work with an original, authorial style.

| am agree with the scientific contributions indicated by doctoral
student Venev in his abstract. Among them, | would highlight, first of all, his
successful attempt to develop a regional, comparative historical study focused
on problems of Southeast Europe in the second half of the 20th century. The
work is an exemplary work on social history, which makes micro and micro
sections of the societies in Bulgaria and the People's Republic of Macedonia in a
regional, national and local aspects. Based on new facts or supplementing the
existing ones, the author creates or condenses the historical reconstruction of the
processes of modernization, urbanization and economic transformation of
peripheral-type societies. He offers convincing interpretations of the (in)
efficiency of the transfer of the Soviet totalitarian model in the economy and
culture of the Eastern Bloc and of its significant differences with the so-called
Yugoslav path of socialism. The manuscript shows the skills of its author to
develop the history of the recent past (communism) through the approach of
microhistory and attracting methods of political economy and economic
sociology. Last but not least, the work treats a number of sub-problems, so far
poorly or unsatisfactoryly studied in Balkan historiography: on the
administrative-territorial division as a means of (de)centralization, on the

relationship of migration processes with urban planning, public works and



economic development, on health care, literacy and education with their
respective policies.

The dissertation also reveals undeniable applied contributions. A huge
number of primary sources have been introduced into circulation - archival
documents, newly discovered in institutions of both countries, materials from
periodicals, statistics and memoirs. Valuable processed information is also

contained in the 32 tables and 8 photographs in the Appendix.

3. Critical notes, questions and recommendations
Considering the qualities of the work, | recommend that the author
consider publishing it. In this case, it would be useful to make a synthesis of the
essential facts and processes.

Conclusion

Noting that the procedure for defending the dissertation accurately and
correctly complies with the requirements the Development of the Academic Staff
in Republic of Bulgaria Law, of the Rules for its application and of the Internal
Rules at the SWU; taking into account that the doctoral student fulfills the national
minimum requirements stipulated in professional field 2.2. History and
Archaeology; and based on the high quality of the presented work, | positively
evaluate the dissertation and declare my intention to vote in favor of awarding the
educational and scientific degree “Doctor of History” to Anton Georgiev Venev,
doctoral student in full-time education, professional field 2.2. History and

Archaeology, “History of Bulgaria” Doctoral Program.

June 20™ 2025 SIgNature: .........cccovveeveenennnn.
Sofia (Prof. Georgeta Nazarska, Ph.D.)
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