CTAHOBULLE
ot npo¢. A.H. MapTuH UBaHOoB UBaHOB
KaTtegpa ,,Coumonorua“, dunocodpcku pakynter Ha Codpuiicku yHusepcurert ,,Cs. KnumeHT Oxpuackn”

Ha AUCepTaLUOHEH TPyA 3a NpUCbKAaHe Ha obpa3oBaTenHaTa U Hay4yHa cTeneH ,,A0KTop”,
npodecnoHanHo HanpasaeHue 2.2. Uctopua n apxeonorua, 06aacT Ha Bucwe obpasosaHue: 2.
XyMaHUTapHU HAYKM.

aBTop: AHMoH leopauee BeHes
Tema: Pe2uoHasHU NoAuUMUKU Ha coyuanu3ma 8 bvazapus u K02ocnasus: PecuoHume Ha
KrocmeHdun u KymaHoeo 1948-1963
HayueH pbKoBoaguTen: doy. 0-p Kpucmura lNMonosa

1. NpeacraseHn matepuanu

JoKTopaHTbT AHTOH leoprves BeHeB e 3auMcneH C AOKTOpaHTypa Kbm Kategpa ,Mctopua” Ha
MpasHO-UcTOpUYeckn dakynteT npu KOrosanageH yHusepcutet ,Heodut Punckn” B bnaroesrpag. 3a
M3roTBAHE Ha HacToAlLaTa peLeH3MA Ca MNOAYYEHM BCUYKM HeobxoamMmu 3a 3alumTata LOKYMEHTH,
BKAOYMTENIHO: OMCepPTaLMOHEH Tpya; asTopedepaT; M3BbPLIEHA MPOBEPKA 3@ aBTEHTMYHOCT,
HaYKOMETPUYHM MOKasaTe/In, B KOWTO Ca OTpaseHu LwWecT nybaMKauMoHHM maTtepuana (ctatmm) no
amncepTaumnaTa u aBTobrorpadma 1 3anoses 3a HasHa4yaBaHe Ha Kypu. He ca MM npeactaBeHM obaye Konuve
OT AnnaomuTe My 3a 6akanasbp U MarncTLP.

2. AKTYanHOCT Ha TemaTuKaTa

OcCHOBHa Uen Ha aucepTaumATa e ga nscneaBa ,,permoHanHaTa NoIMTUKA Npes NbpPBUTE FTOAUHU HA
M3rpa*kaaHeTo Ha coumannsma B permoHuTe Ha KiocteHann n KymaHoso, Hamupawum ce 8 HP bvarapma u
®HP HOrocnasusa“ (c. 9) MogobHa Tema e HoBa 3a H6barapckaTta Uctopmorpadma Kato gocera Ta e 6una
MapKMpaHa CcamMo MWMOXOAOM B oTAaenHu npoyysaHusa (K. Manewytckn, B. EHuyes, M. Jlankos, .
Bunaguu, B. MNeTpaHoBMY U Ap.). AKO U3KAOYMM OTAENHW MponaraHAHW U CUAHO UAEO0N0TU3NPAHMU
TEKCTOBE, MPOAYKT Ha CaMMA PEXMM UCTOPUATA HA PErMoOHANHOTO pa3BMTME BCE OLLE OYaKBa CBOA
nscnegosartes. B To3n cMncba aBTOPBT ymeno e noabpan Aa usciensa efHa akTyasiHa U npeHebpersaHa
[0 cera Tema B HaLMOHaNeH, PermoHaseH n gopu obL,0eBpoNenckn KOHTEKCT. AHTOH BeHeB obaue He e
OCTaHaN CamO B MNOJIETO HA PEernmoHasHOTO, a € MNOTbPCUA WU MU3KIIOYUTENIHO aKTyanHuTe aHec
TPaHCTPAHUYHU M3MEPEHUs, pPOoAATa Ha rpaHuuaTta (nonutvyecka, reorpadcka) M pasaMyHUTE
NOJINTUYECKO-MKOHOMMYECKM TPEAKTOPUM, KOUTO TA NOparKaa.



3. 06em U CTPYKTypa Ha gucepraymaTa

AucepTaunMoHHUAT Tpya e B 06em oT 476 CTpaHULUM U Ce CbCTOM OT yBO4, MET [/1aBU C MHOXECTBO
naparpadu B TAX, 3aKNt04eHNEe U Bubanorpadus ot Hag cTo 3arfaBma — MOHorpadun, CTaTUM U CTyLUK,
CMUCBUN Ha M3NON3BAHUTE apxmMBHM GOHAOBE, Ha TabANUUTE M HA CbKPALLEHMATA, KAaKTO U CHUMKOBO
npunoxeHue. Mpasu BnevyaTneHne fobpoTo HopaseHe c BoraTua apxXMBEH MATEPWas, CbXpPaHABAH B
LleHTpanHua abprkaBeH apxme, ApxmBa Ha KomncumATa 3a pasKkpMBaHe Ha JOKYMEHTUTE U 33 06aBABaHE Ha
NPUHASNEKHOCT Ha OBArAPCKM rpaxkgaHyn KbM [bprKaBHA CUFYPHOCT W pasy3HaBaTe/HUTE CAYXOM Ha
Bbarapckata HapoaHa apmua, AbpkaseH apxue-KiocteHann, ObprkaBeH apxuB Ha Penybanka CeBepHa
MakegoHus (CPM) — nogpayHo otaeneHme Ckonje n KymaHoBO M B apxMBHaTa cObMpKa KbM PernoHaneH
ncropmyeckn mysei-Kioctengun. Hapen c ToBa AHTOH BeHeB e npernesan v KpUTUYHO WM3MN0/3Ban
MaTepuanm oT cegemHaaeceT BECTHUKA M OCEM CMMCAHMUA, KAaKTO U BaXKHW eNeKTPOHHU pecypcu oT CPM un
Bvarapua. UN3bpaHuaT noaxon e npobaeMHO-XPOHOOMMYEH, KAaTO CbLLEBPEMEHHO NO BCAKA Tema ca
oTaeneHu Apa naparpada 3a BCEKWU OT pasrnexaaHute pervoHun — KiocteHauncko u KymaHoscko. Ha
¢duHaNa BCcAKa rnaBa 3aBbpLLUBA C KpaTKo 0b606LieHme. Bbp3am Aa Kaxa, Ye npeasua MmoAta KoMneTeHuus
B CNeBALLUMA aHA/IM3 HA TEKCTA LWe aKLLeHTUPam NpegMMHO BbpXy 6barapckuTe npoueck, 6e3 pasbupa ce,
03 U3nycKam oT norneg u cpasHeHneTto ¢ KymaHoBcko 1 ¢ FOrocnasuma KaTo uano.

4. CbabpKaHMeE HA AUCEePTaLNOHHUA TPYA

B Yeoda Ha pucepTauusaTa ca onucaHW obekTa M nNpeameTa Ha M3C/ieABaHeTo, LeauTe Ha
AucepTaumsaTa M OCHOBHaTa U3cne0BaTe/ICKa Te3a, KOATO ANNAOMaHTBLT GopMyiMpa No CNeAHUAT HAUUH:
,[TOIMTUKNTE 32 PErMOHAIHO Pa3BUTUE NPEANPUETU AN HANIOKEHU NMPe3 BPEMETO Ha MOCTPOsiBaHe Ha
coumanunsma, B bbarapus u B KOrocnasma, He3aBUCMMO OT Pas3/IMKUTE ca B OCHOBaTa Ha M30CTAaBaHETO U
Aucnponopummnte B pasBUMTUETO Ha ABaTa PernoHa, KoeTo npoab/akasa M Ao aHec” (c. 9). HanpaseH e
KpaTbK npernes Ha OCHOBHUTE NOHATUSA, C KOUTO BOpaBM aBTOPBLT: PErMOHaNN3bM, PETMOHAHA NONTUKA,
MoaepHu3aums, uHaycTpuanmsauma m ap. (c. 10-12). OuepTaHM ca TpUTE OCHOBHM 3a4aun Ha
nscneapaHeto: (1) Aa ce OTKPOAT eTanuTe B Pa3BUTMETO Ha COLIMAIN3MA B ABETE CTPaHU U PETUOHU MeXay
1948 1 1963 r.; (2) ga ce npocnegm M aHaAn3Mpa PervMoHanHaTa NoAUTMKa, cnegsaHa B HOrocnasusa m
Bbarapua KaTo ce 04YepTaaT HEeWHWUTe pes3ynTaTu B MONETO Ha WMKOHOMMKATa (rpafcka W cencka),
obpasoBaHKWeTO, KyNTypaTa 1 3apaBeona3BaHeTo Ha KymaHoBcKo 1 KiocteHauncko u (3) ,Aa ce nokaxkat
obwuTe Npobaemu, KakTo un cneuymdmkuTe B ABeTe CbCeAHN CTPAHU U 0CODEHOCTUTE Ha TeXHUA ONUT B
M3rpakAaHeTo Ha CouManncTUYecko obuecTso, pasInkUTe U MoAepHM3auuATa B ABaTa pernoHa”. (c. 12-
13).

OCHOBHMTE U3NOI3BAHN METOAN B ANCEPTALLMOHHUSA TPy, Ca UCTOPUYECKU METOZ, aHaIN3 U CUHTES3,
METO/, Ha CpaBHeEHWE, MeTo, Ha KnacnuduKkauma u metoq Ha obobuwasaHe (c. 13). N36bp3Baiikm obLliaTa
MW OLIEHKa 3a u3ciefBaHeTo Ha AHTOH BeHeB TYK camMO MMMOXOAOM Lie CMOMeEHa, Ye He HaBCAKbae
3anBKaTa 32 aHa/IM3 U CUHTE3 e A0CTaTbYHO YNAbTHEHA.

3aabnboueHuaT uctopuorpadckm npernen (c. 15-17) obxsalia NoBeYETO OT pPenNeBaHTHUTE
n3cnenBaHus no Temata. He morke Aa He HanpasyM BneyaTaeHne obaye, Ye AMNIOMAHTBLT € M36pan NpocTo
[a nuspeam AbAr CNUCHbK Ha N013BaHaTa OT Hero InTepaTtypa 6e3 Aa OTKPOU HAKOM BaXKHW Te3u B Hesd. Tesu,
KOWTO cnej ToBa a KOMEHTMpPA M NPOBEPU ,eKCNepMMEeHTaNHO” B X043 Ha CBOETO U3C/e/iBaHe Ha NoeTo
Ha KlocTeHAMANCKMA N KyMaHOBCKUA PErMOH.



Mvpsa 2nasa ,,COUMaNU3IMDBT U PETMOHANHUTE NOAUTUKKM B Bbarapusa u tOrocnasua: Mogenu Ha
MCTOPMYECKO U MOJIMTUYECKO Pa3BUTME” BbBEXAA B TemaTa M MpaBW 3a4b/XKuTesHaTa 3a NoAobHu
M3cneABaHUA UCTOPUYECKA KOHTEKCTyanusauma. B oTgenHn naparpadu e npocnefeH ,npumepbT Ha
CbBETCKMA  OOLLECTBEHO-MKOHOMMYECKM mogen” (c. 26-32), wucTtopuATa Ha M3rpaxgaHe Ha
KOMYHUCTUYECKMA PeXUM B ABeTe CTpaHMu (c. 32-45), KOHPANKTLT TuTo-CTanuH n otaenaHeto Ha COPIO ot
cbBeTckMsA 6noK (c. 45-50), KaKTo W nocnefsanata M HoBa MOAMTMKA Ha COLMANUCTUYECKO
camoynpasneHue B Orocnasusa (c. 50-68).

B Kpasa Ha nmbpBa rnaBa ca BKAOYEHM ABa KAOYOBM naparpada, KOMTO Haarpaxpgatr obuwara
WUCTOpPMYECKa paMKa M BNUCBAT B HeA PermoHasHuTe NoSIMTUKK (MK ONMUTUTE 3a TakMBa) Ha Bbarapus u
lOrocnasua (c. 68-90). Te umaT BaxeH obobLLaBall XxapakTep U A0pM NOBAMraT BbNpOCa 3all0 He ca
BK/IIOYEHUN KbM ODOLLLOTO 3aK/OYEHNE Ha AMCepPTaALMATA, BMECTO KbM NMbpBa rnasa. B TAx e HanpaBeHeauH
OT K/II04YOBUTE U3BOAM Ha TOBA M3C/NeABaHe 33 3HAUYMTE/IHO MO-ro/iAMaTa AeueHTpanmsauma Ha COPHO n
CUNHaTa UueHTpanusauma Ha HPB. Camo no cebe cu ToBa He e M3HeHaaBalWo HabaoaeHne, a cneacTemne ot
pas3/iyHaTa MOUTUYECKO-UAEO0J/IOTUYECKA paMKa, B KOATO Ce pa3BMBaT ABETe CTpaHW cnef paspusa
mexay CtanuH un Tuto. AHTOH BeHeB o6aye ymeno ro BN/MTa B CBOS pa3Kas, OTMBAMKM OTBbA NPOCTOTO
MapKMpaHe Ha pasanumaTa. M3sBoabT My e, Ye B bbarapusa TpyaHO MOXKe Aa ce roBOPM 3a pernoHasiHa
NOJIMTUKA, Tbi KaTo LUeHTbpbT B Codusa AMKTYBA U HAN-ManKute nogpobHOCTU Ha pa3BuTneTo. ONnTK 3a
HAKaKBa perMoHasiHa AeLeHTPaIn3aumaA ca HanpaBeHu eABa B KpasA Ha 50-Te rogMHM CbC Cb3[aBaHETO Ha
OKpPb3MTe, HO Pe3yATaTUTE MM, KaKTO NOKa3Ba aBTOPDBT, Ca CNOPHU. Taka UM MHaAYe, TO3U OTHOCUTENHO
KpaTbK enu3og npukatoyusa npe3 1963 r., korato Ha MneHym Ha LK Ha BKI e peweHo, ye ,,KpynHaTa
MeXaHM3MpaHa U aBTOMaTM3MpPaHa NPOMMULLNEHOCT M3NCKBAT PbKOBOACTBO OT eAunH LeHTbp” (c. 77). Bce
nakK He ce cTMra A0 CTapua BUA, LEHTPANM3ALMA ,XapaKTEPHA C ONEKYHCTBO Hag NPOU3BOACTBOTO U Hameca
B e)eAQHEBHOTO OMepaTMBHO PbKOBOACTBOY, @ BCUYKM BBMAPOCKM ,NPOAb/NKABAT Aa ce pelwasaT oOT
OKPBKHUTE AbPKABHM U CTONAHCKKM opraHun” (c. 77).

BcblWHOCT, perMoHanHuMTe MOAUTUKM  MMaT ABa acnekta: (1) UWeHTpaAuMsMpaHo WM
AeLUEeHTPaIM3MPaHO B3eMaHe Ha pelleHus 1 (2) onuty 3a HaMansiBaHe Ha PerMoHaaHUTE AUCNPONOpPLUN.
B coumanuctuyecka bbarapma go Kpaa Ha 50-Te roAnHM KAOYOBUTE PeELUEHME Ce B3eMaT Ha LeHTpPanHo
HMBO — LeHTpaneH KomuteT n CekpeTtapuaT Ha BKI, munHuctepctea u [bpKaBHa njaaHOBA KOMUCKUA.
MN3BecTHO e obaue, Ye pasnpenensHeTO Ha pecypcuTe mexay OTAEe/NHUTEe PEerMoHW He BUHArn cnenBa
AeKnapupaHuTe NPUOPUTETH, a € CU/IHO NOABIACTHO Ha OCTaHanAuTe npeHebperHaTn B ToBa M3CneABaHe
X04aTalCTBa, IMYHM MO3HAHCTBA, 3eM/1IA4ecTBO, DOMHO ApYyrapcTBo, BPb3KU, KOPYNUMA U ,BTOPU MpPEXM“.
B MHOro oT ciiyyante HOBWM NpeanpuATUA, BONHULM, KYATYPHU 4OMOBE W NAOLWAAN CE CTPOAT HE KbAEeTo
ca Hail-Heobxoaumu, a B cenunwaTta, oT KOMTO NPOM3NM3AT BUAHU KOMYHUCTUYECKU DYHKUMOHEpPU. B TO3un
cMUCBbA BKM MOrno Aa ce npeanosioXu, yYe ciaboTo MaAPTM3AHCKO ABUKeHMe B KlocTeHAMACKo u
OTCHCTBMETO HA BA*KHW NOANTUYECKU AeMLm, NPOU3XOKAALLM OT TYK AaBa CBOETO BaXKHO OTPaKeHne BbpXy
ivncaTta Ha HOBM NPOMMULLNEHM MHBECTULMM NOYTU A0 KPaa Ha pasraexgaHua nepmoa. o cpeaata Ha 50-
Te rogmHu, Hanpumep, B KlocTeHAMICKO ,NpoabakaBaT paboTaTa 3aBapeHUTe 04bpKaBEHU NPeanpuaTUA
M 3aBOAM C HAKOM MasIKn uskndeHma“ (c. 199). Kato egpa npes 1954 r. e cb3gaseHa MNaneHosa pabpuka
N ObprKaBHA MUHa ,Buctpuua®. MasecteH onuT B permoHanHaTta NoJIMTUKA Aa Ce BKapa U TOIKOBA Ba*KHUA
,CYDEKTUBEH efleMeHT” e HanpaBeH efBa B YeTBbpPTa raBa ¢ buorpaduunte Ha Bnagnmmp BoHes (c. 206-



208) u Croio CrtaHoeB (c. 208). U TyK obaye nMNcBaT KOHKPETHM MPUMEPM 33 TEXHM YCMELHU UK
HeycrneLwHW Xo4aTancTBa B N013a Ha Cb3aaseHnA Beve KIoCTEHANACKN OKP©BI.

B HOrocnasusa e us3bpaH CbBCEM pPas3MyYeH MOAEN HA CTOMAHCKO PasBUTME M Ha TPeTUpaHe Ha
pernoHanHute npobnemn. OT Hayanoto Ha 50-Te roguMHW ,0CHOBHaTa CTpaTerMyecka Uea Ha
WHBECTULMOHHUTE MOJIMTUKM € Aa CMEeKYM AMCMPONopuMMTE B MKOHOMMYECKaTa obsacT, KaTo Te ce
NposBABaT NPEAUMHO MEXAY UHAYCTPUATA U CENCKOTO CTOMAHCTBO, KAKTO U MeXKAy NPOM3BOACTBOTO Ha
CpeAcTBa 3a NPOM3BOACTBO M NOTPEOUTENCKM CTOKU (C. 84). BbNpeKku 3HaUYMTENIHO NOo-LieNeHacoYeHuTe
ycunna B COPHO pasnnkute mexay oTaenHUTE PErMOHU Ha CTpaHaTa He HamansaBeat. Taka Hanpumep, no
6pyTeH BbTPELWEH NPOAYKT Ha rnaBa OT HAaCe/NeHUETo, ,,HECbOTBETCTBMETO B MKOHOMWYECKOTO pa3BUTUE
meXay Han-pa3sBuTuA pernoH CnoBeHUsa U Hail-cnabopas3sutna — KocoBo ce yBesnnyasa mexay 1950 um
1960r. 07 3:1 Ha 5:1.2“ (c. 85). ManKo usonunpaHo, Ha cTp. 156 aopm e HanpaseH M3BOAbT, Ye ,,B bbarapua
nopagm BMCOKaTa CTENEH Ha LeHTpPannsaLuma npobaemnTe ce pelwaBaTt Mako no-gobpe n 6bp30“. BaxkHO
HabntoaeHue, KoeTo obaye 61 TpAGBaNO Aa 6bae YNABTHEHO B U3/I0XKEHMETO C NPUMEPM U AOKa3aTe CTBa.

Cnep KaTo e onMcaH HauMOHANAHUAT NOINTUYECKO-MKOHOMUYECKM KOHTEKCT, B KOMTO Cce pa3BmBaT
KiocteHanncko n KymaHOCBCKO BbB Bmopa 2s1a08a pa3sKasbT NNABHO HaB/AM3a B CbLIHOCTTA Ha Temara.
OcHoBHaTa 3a4a4a Ha AHTOH BeHeB TyK e Aa ovyepTae agMUHUCTPATUBHOTO MU MOAUTUYECKOTO Pa3BUTUE U
rpPagoyCcTPOMCTBOTO Ha ABaTa pernoHa. Ha BCAKO OT Te3n Tpu HMBaA ca NOCBETEHM MO ABa Naparpada — no
eanH 3a KiocteHaMncko v 3a KymaHOBCKO. B HAKaKbB CMUCDH/1 Ta3K, @ OTHACTU U caefBaluuTe Tpu F1asw,
moraT Aa 3amMecTAT JIMNCBALLATA BCe owe LANOCTHA uctopua Ha KiocteHamn u KiocteHaMAcko cneg 9
centemspu 1944 r. B getainum ca npocneaeHn agMMUHUCTPATUBHUTE NPOMEHM B PerMoHa, CIMBAHETO U
OCHOBaBaHETO Ha OOLWMHKM, NPEMAXBAHETO HA OKOJIMUTE M NPEMUHABAHETO KbM OKPDBXKHA CTPYKTypa. TyK
METOANYHOTO M CKPYMOJIbO3HO M3pEeKAaHe Ha BCMUYKM HOBOMOABWUAWU CE€ WAW CNeTU OBLWUHUM MasnKo
HaTekaBa (c. 94-97, 101-104) n 61 morno Aa ce NomMucaun aa 6bae U3BageHO KaTo OTAE/NHO NPUIOKEHUE
B Kpas Ha TpyZa.

MonnTnYeckoTo pasBmUTUE Ha PEerMoHaaHO HMBO € NpeameT BTOPUAT AN Ha Tasu BTOpa raasa.
MNpaBanBO W AETAaWM/HO € ONMCaHO YTBbPKAABAHETO Ha BnactT Ha KomyHucTMuyecKaTa naptus,
MaprMHannM3MpPaHeTo Ha HEWHUTe MOAIUTUYECKM OMOHEHTM WU MNOAUTMKATa Ha Tepop cpeLy
npeacrasuTennTe Ha busLwarta BAacT. EAUHCTBEHOTO MM YTOYHEHME € NO OTHOLEHWE Ha NpUCbAUTE OT T.
Hap. ,HapoaeH cba” B KiocTeHAMA, KOUTO Ce pa3niMyaBaT, Makap M He3HauUTesIHO, OT OPUrMHANHUA
LOKYMeHT — 32, a He 33 cmbpTHU Nnpucbam, 11, a He 12 onpasgatenHn n 113, a He 107 — Ha pa3HKU CpOKoBe
3atBop. ToBa, pa3bupa ce, e CTpaHMYeEH 3a U3cneaBaHETo AeTalin U He 6U TpabBano Aa ce Bbanpuema KaTto
KPUTUKA KbM TeKCTa. He e TaKbB CAy4ada € aHTUKOMYHUCTUYECKATa CbNpoTMBa B KIOCTEHAMACKO, KOATO
KaKTO e M3BECTHO e cpej Hali-aKTUBHUTE B LAMATa CTPaHa, HO U3LAI0 OTCbCTBA OT U3C/1eABaHETO.

MpUHOCEH e XapaKTepbT Ha NocnegHUTe ABa naparpada Ha rnaeaTa, CBbP3aHKU ¢ ypbaHM3aumuaTa
M yTBbP)KAABaHETO Ha [ABaTa pernoHasHu ueHtTbpa — KiocteHaun u KymaHoBo. ,M3nyckaHeTo” Ha
3HauYMTEeNHO no-mankute ynHuua, Kpmea ManaHka u KpaTtoBo € N0rMyHoO, npeasua no-orpaHMyeHaTa
MHPopmauma 3a TAX, HO He € MOTUBUpPAHO B AncepTaumaTta. CUAHO BNeYyaTIeHMe NpaBK, Ye MaKap npes
1938 r. KiocteHaun ga ce caobmsa ¢ MogepeH rpafoyCcTPOMUCTBEH NAaH, U3roTBeH OT apX. JllobeH ToHeB
(no-kbcHo aBTOp Ha nnaHoseTe 3a Coduma u Ha OumuTpoBrpas), Ho Ao 1946 r. B rpagbT MMa camo eaHa
nasmpaHa yaunua (c. 142), a kKaHannsaumsTa Noysa Aa ce rpagm Yak npes 1948 r. (c. 142-143). bux



npenopbyan B To3M Naparpad 4a ce BKAOYM M TeMaTa 3a KUTE/ICTBOTO, KOATO Hapes C MurpaumsaTa oT
cenoto Kbm rpaga (obcrtoiiHO pasrnegaHa OT aBTopa B To3M M Apyrn naparpadu) npegonpeaenat
OVHaMKUKaTa Ha ypHaHUCTMYHO pa3BUTUE Ha rPpagoBeTe.

3a meH ocobeHo nHTepecHa e Tpema 2nasa: [1Ba moaena Ha UHAYCTPUANHO PasBUTUE B PEFMOHUTE.
B Hea Ha npeaeH niaH ca U3BeAeHU MHAYCTPUANM3aUMATa, MOLEPHMU3ALMATA U NNAX0 3apaKAaLLUNAT ce
KOHCymepu3bm. [1aBaTa MMa NPUHOCEH XapaKTep, Tbil KaTo ,,HaLuMOHaNn3aumnATa B KIocTeHANNCKN permoH
He e buna gocera obeKT Ha HayyHo u3cneaBaHe, [a] B eHUuuKIoneauAaTa Ha KOCTEHAMA, KaKTO U B
NCTOPMATA Ha OKPbXKHaTa opraHmnsauma Ha BKI, oTKbCaAeYHO ca fafeHn OCHOBHUTE CbOUTMA M Npouecu ¢
[0CTa HeToyHocTM” (c. 165). MpentobonnuTeH e N eNn3oAbLT C HePeanHUAT NaaH Ha MuHa ,bobos gon“ 3a
1947 r., KOWTO BBMPEKU BCUYKM WAEOJIOTMYECKN 3aKNMHAHUA HAAXBbP/A CbC CKPOMHMUTE 2-3 TOHa
npoussoactsoto npe3 1939 r. (c. 181-182). C MHOXeCcTBOTO NOAOOHM N KOHKPETHM NpUMepU rnaBaTa
3HAYUTENIHO YN/TbTHABA NMO3HAHMATA HM 33 MKOHOMMYECKMUTE NPOoLECcH, NPOTEKAM Y HAac B Kpaa Ha 40-Te,
npe3 50-Te n B Ha4yaoTo Ha 60-Te roanHu. [1o cera Te ca 06eKT NpeaMMHO Ha 06K aHaAn3K, cneaBallm
KOHIPECHUTE peLleHns U pe3oaoLMn, HO MaaLMHa aBTOPU Ca Ce ONUTAIN Aa NPOCNeAAT KaK LeHTpalHuTe
AMPEKTUBM ce npuaaraT (MIn He ce NpuaaraT) Ha NpakKTUKa B oTAeNHUTe npeanpuatmna. CneuyanHo Tpabea
[a ce oTbenerKat MapKMpaHUTe BeYe NOPTPETU Ha CTOMAHCKUTE U NONUTUYECKM pbKOBOAMTENM Bragummp
BoHeB (c. 206-208) n Croito CrtaHoeB (c. 208), KaKTO M CpaBHEHUATA CbC CbCeaHUTE [epHULLIKN U
BnaroeBrpaacku okpbr B Tabanum 6 u 7 (c. 209-210). Bux npenopbyan obaue B Tabanua 7 BCUUYKM CyMU A
6baaT yegHaKBeHM, Tbi KaTo cera cTomHocTuTe 3a 1963 r. ca B HOBUA AeHOMWHMPaAH npe3 1962 r. nes., a
Te3u oT Kpad Ha 50-Te — no cTapuma My Kypc. [lpyr BarkeH acnekT B TpeTa r/1aBa ca perMoHasHUTe U3SMepPEHUs
Ha notpebneHmeTo. OTHOBO, KAaKTO U NPU MHAYCTPMANM3ALMATA KOHCYMaLUMsATa e no3HaTa NpeauMmHO No
napTUMHUTE PE30IOLUMM N PeLleHMEe, HO BCe OLLE Ce 3Hae TBbPAE MaJIKO KaK peasiHo ce OTpas3sBaT Te B
eXXeJHEBMETO Ha HaceneHneTo. HemnsBecTHO 1 3a MeH be Hanpumep pelweHneTo B nepnoaa 1954-1956 .
ha ce Bb3CTaHOBM fAe @aKTo KynoHHaTa cuctema ,nopaau cnabute peKoaTM W orpaHu4YaBaHe
NPOU3BOACTBOTO Ha 3bPHEHU XpaHu“ (c. 260).

BbB ¢oKyca Ha Yemesbpma enasea ca noctaBeHW nNpeobpasoBaHUATA B arpapHaTta chepa Ha ABaTa
pervoHa. MNMpouecbT Ha KONEKTUBM3aALMA A0 cera e uscnenBaH NpegumHO B NNOAOPOAHUTE PaBHUHM, a
NoaynaaHUHCKUTE palioHW PALKO ca NPUBAMYAAM UCTopuorpadCcKkna nHTepec. ETo 3aLLo0 npeanoxKeHuAaT
OoT AHTOH BeHeB pa3Kas e Ba)KeH, Tbl KaTo o4yepTaBa reorpadCckUtTe M perMoHasHu cneundukn npu
obobuiecTBaBaHeTo Ha 3emsTa. OKasBa ce, Ye cnel NMbPBOHAYaNHMA HanbH mexay 1952 u 1954 r. B
pernoHa He ce cb3gaBa HUTO eaHo TK3C“. Hapea c ToBa 06pasyBaHUTe BeYe KOONepaTuBu ,He ca ycrelleH
W NpuBAeKaTesieH Nnpumep 3a censaHute. begHu ctonaHcTea ¢ 6eaHN KoonepaTopu, cnabo opraHM3MpPaHK,
C HE3HAYUTE/IHWN yCNexm — ToBa e KapTuHaTa Ha TK3C B KiocTteHaAUNCKKU pernoH B nepmnoga 1948 — 1952 r.“
(c. 293). BaxkeH NpMHOCEH MOMEHT B rnaBaTa e HeM3BecCTHaTa [10 cera B iMTepaTypaTa CbNpoTuBa cpeLly
KONEKTUBM3ALUMATA B MHOTO KlocTeHAMACKM cena (c. 319-324). CpaBHEHMETO CbC CbaeHUA KymaHOBCKM
pervoH nokKasea, 4Ye WUAEeO0NOrMYeCckM MOTMBUPAHOTO pelleHMe 33 NbJHA KONEKTMBM3aUMA y Hac B
cpeaHOCpOYEH NaaH He Hocu No-A06pu pesyntatu (c. 355).



MNocnegHaTa, llema 2nasea ce onuTBa Aa W3CAeABa WMPOKa ManuTpa oT npobnemu cBbp3aHu C
obpa3oBaHMeTo, KyATypaTa W 34paBeonasBaHeTo B ABaTa pernoHa. Bce obnactu, B KoMTo M3bpaHUaT
LeHTpanmnsnpaH ObarapckM moAen KaTo 4Ye AuM gasa no-6bp3v M gobpu pesyntatv, OT KONKOTO
torocsaBcKkaTa AeLeHTpanunsaums Mmoxe ga aoHece (c. 429-433).

Ha ¢vHana, 3akaroyeHuemo npasu onuT ga 0606WmM Ha-BaxkHUTE HAbAOAEHMA OT NpeaxogHuTe
rnasu. 3a Cb¥KaseHue TyK aHaAN3bT 4,0 FoNsMa CTeMNeH OTCbCTBA KaTo ce NPenoBTapAT Beye HanpaBeHu no-
rope B TEKCTa 3aK/toueHuA. He cTaBa Hanpumep ACHO, KaKBO € MHEHMETO Ha aBTopa 3a edeKTa OT AgeTe
AnameTpasHO NPOTUBOMONONHN NOAX0AA — LEHTPaIM3bm B Bbarapusa n oTHoCUTENHA AeLeHTpanunsaLumsa
B HOrocnasusa. B Kom ob6actn Tesun 1 apyrv (MAE0N0rMYECKN, NOSIUTUYECKN) PA3IMKM HOCAT No-A06pu (Mau
MbK NO-/10LWKN) Pe3ynTaT. 3a CMETKa Ha TOBA B Ta3W CM YacT AUCEPTALMOHHUAT TEKCT TBbPAM, Ye ,[BaTa
perMoHa ce oTaaneyaBaT npe3 Te3W roAMHW BCe MoBeye eauH OT APYr BbB BCAKO €4HO OTHOLWIEHMe.
MKOHOMMYECKUTE, TPAHCMOPTHUTE U KYITYPHUTE BPB3KKU Npe3 No-rofisiMa 4acT OT pasriexkaaHusa nepmuog,
MeXay TAX ca cnabu m MMHUMaNHU. 3aTBOpeHaTa rpaHMLa Npes roasma YacT OT TO3U Nepuos, KaKTo U
nepupepHOTO UM MECTOMOJNIOKEHMUE U CNabU TPAHCMOPTHU BPDB3KU 3aTPYAHABAT KOMYHMKAUMATA U
CbTPYAHMUYECTBOTO Mexay HaceneHuneto” (c. 452-453). KnwouyoB M3BoA, KOWTO obaye He CTbMnBa Ha
maTtepwuan, pasriesaH B npegHUTe raBu U Nopaam ToBa OCTaBall, MaJIKo BMCALL,

5. CreneH Ha No3HaBaHe Ha CbCTOAHMETO Ha Npobaema

BHMMATENHOTO M3YMTaHe Ha AUCEPTALMOHHMA TPYZL MOKasBa, Ye aBTOPbLT 4O roasama CTeneH
no3HaBa AuTepaTypata No TemaTta. bubnaunorpaduata B Kpasa Ha TEKCTa CbAbP)Ka Hag CTO 3arnasua —
moHorpadum, ctatumn. CneumnanHo Tpabsa aa 6vae oTbenssaHa M 3aababoyeHaTa paboTa B LleHTpanHusa
Obp)KaBeH apxuB, ApxuMBa Ha KomucuATa 3a pa3KkpuMBaHe HaA OOKYMeHTUTe M 33 obaBABaHe Ha
NPUHAANEKHOCT Ha 6BArAPCKM rpaxkaaHn Kbm [bprKaBHA CUIYPHOCT M pasy3HaBaTe/sHUTE CAyKOM Ha
Bbarapckata HapoaHa apmua, [bp:aBeH apxus-KiocteHamn, ObprkaBeH apxus Ha Penybanka CesepHa
Makegonua (CPM) — nogpayHo otaeneHme Ckonje u KymaHOBO M B apxmBHaTa cbMpKa KbM PervoHaneH
ncropmyeckn mysei-KiocteHann. He Ha nocnefHo MACTO, aBTOPBLT € nperiesan U KPUTUYHO M3MN03Ban
maTepuanm ot ceaeMHaLEeCceT BECTHMKA U OCEM CIMCAHUA, KaKTO U BaXKHM eNeKTPOHHU pecypcun ot CPM un
Bvarapuma.

6. O6w, aHaNM3 Ha AUCEPTALUOHHUA TPYA

EAHO OT OCHOBHWUTE BMeYaT/eHWsi, KOWUTO OCTaBA [OKTOpaHTypaTa e 3a 3agbinboyeHo U
CKpPYNoabOo3HO M3cnefBaHe Ha peauua BaXKHWM MPOLLEeCU B permoHasHaTa NoJIMTMKA Ha ABaTa CbCeaHu
KpanrpaHuyHu pernoHa — KiocteHauncko B Bbarapusa n KymaHoscko B COPHO. B otaenHuTe rnasn nma
peauua NPUHOCHN MOMEHTU, KOUTO BeYe MMaX Bb3MOMKHOCT Aa oTbenexka, CBbp3aHM CbC CbNPOTMBATA],
KONEKTUBM3AUMATA U UHAYCTPUANM3aumMATa y Hac. B MHOro oTHoOWeHWs gucepTauuata 6u morna aa
NOCNYXM 32 rPAAMBO Ha NIMNCBALLATA BCe Ole UANOCTHA uctopua Ha KriocteHamn n KiocteHaMACKo npes
nbpBuUTE Aecetunetus cnen 9 centemepu 1944 r. bu morno obave ga ce Kenae MHOro No-BMCOKO HMBO Ha
aHanM3 1 CMHTE3, 0COOEHO B 3aKNOYMTE/IHATA YacT Ha u3ciesBaHeTo. He ctaBa Hanpumep SICHO KoM OT
ABaTa Mogena — UEeHTPaauM3MpaH U AeueHTpanusupaH — gasa no-gobpu pesyntatm u 3awo. Manko
M30/IMPaHo, Ha cTp. 156 fopu e HanpaseH M3Bo4bT, Ye ,,B bbarapma nopaan BUCOKATa cTeneH Ha



LeHTpanunsauma npobaemuTe ce peaBaT Masiko No-gobpe u 6bp30“, HO TON OTCHCTBA OT 3aK/AOYEHUETO.
CnomeHaToTO Ha ¢dMHaNa ,o0TAasieyaBaHe Ha ABaTa PerMoHa” e oTHOCUMTENHO €/1abo NoAKpeneHo B Xxo4a
Ha OCHOBHOTO M3n0XeHWe. Moxe da ce NMocnopu, NPy TOBa CEPUO3HO, A0 KOMKO ybenuTenHo 3ByYM
rogmMHaTa 1963 r. KaTo ropHa rpaHuMUa Ha AucepTtaumsaTa. ABTOPBT ce e onuTan 4a A 060CHOBE A0 KOJIKOTO
MY € Bb3MOXHO (C. 7-8), HO UnTaTeNAT He ocTaBa ybeaeH, 3all0 HanpUMep U3/I0XKEHMETO He cnupa npes
1962 nnn 1964 r. BMecTo ToBa YC/IOBHOCTTa Ha ropHaTa XPOHONOTMMYHa rpaHnLa (NpusHaTta U oT camus A.
BeHeB) 61 morna ga 6bae oTpaseHa U B 3arn1aBUETO U U3/I0KEHUETO: ,,HayanoTo Ha 60-Te roAnHK" BMeCTO
cera msbpaHata rogmHa 1963. Te3sn M ApYrM KOMMO3UUMOHHM npobnemn obaye HW HaM-MaNKo He
OMa/I0BayKaBaT OrpoMHaTa U3gMpBaTeCKa M aHaNMTUYHA paboTa, KOATO € CBbPLUMA AUNIOMAHTLT.

7. MIPUHOCHU MOMEHTU HA AUCEPTALUOHHUA TPYA,

B cvoTBeTHMA pa3aen Ha AsTopedepaTta AHTOH BeHeB nocouysa net ceou npuHoca. Cpepg Tax ca:
pa3srnekgaHe Ha JBaTa perMoHanHu mogena (6bArapcku M 1OrociaBCKu); AeTalHO CpaBHeHWe Ha
Pa3BUTMETO HA nNpouecuTe Ha HauMOHANM3aUMA M MHAYCTPUMANM3AUMA, KAKTO W pasBuTMEe Ha
NPOMMULLNEHOCTTA; 33 MbPBM MbT Ca OYEPTAHM OBLLUTE YEPTU M Pa3/INYMATA B MPOLLECA HA KOJIEKTUBU3ALMS;
BbBeEeHW ca B 0bpbLLeHMEe MHOTOBPOIHN HEN3NOA3BAaHN HbATAPCKM U UYYXKAN U3TOYHULM U U3BOPU U Np.
MoBeueTo OT TAX 0baye 3By4YaT TBBPAE 00,0, CNeaCTBUE OT NO-NECTENMBUA aHAIN3 U CUHTE3 Ha CbbpaHuA
[eNCcTBUTeNHO MHOro 6borat matepuan. Bmecto ToBa KaTo NPMHOCHU MOMEHTU BUX MOCOYNA CNOMEHaTUTE
Beye B peueH3MATa: npocnegaBaHe ,Ha MMUKpoTepeH” Ha ronemuTte HaUMOHANHWM  MOJUTUKMK
(KonekTuBM3aLMA, UHAYCTPMANU3ALMA, MOAEPHN3ALMA U NP.); OTKPMBAHETO HA HENO3HATM 4O cera B
NuTepaTypaTta ¢akTM M CbbUTUA (3aBpbLLAHETO Ha KynoHHaTa cucTema npes 1954-1956 r., cbnpoTusaTa
cpeuty TK3C u np.). O6110TO MU MHEHNe obaye e, Ye AUCepPTaLMOHHUAT TPy € OPUTMHANHO U3cieaBaHe
M B HEro HAMA AAHHW 33 N1AarnaTcTeo.

8. OueHKa Ha aBTopedeparta u nybamMKkauumTe no gucepraumaTa

ABTopedepaTbT e M3roTBeH aKypaTHO, OTroBaps Ha HOPMATMBHWUTE M3WMCKBAHWA W NpeacTaBs
KOPEKTHO PesynTaTuTe M CbAbPKAHMETO HA AUCEPTALMOHHUA Tpya. MybanKaumMmTe 06xBaLLaT KAYoBU
AAN0Be OT AMCEePTaLUMATA U CbLLO OTFOBAPAT Ha HOPMATUBHUTE U3UCKBAHMA.

8. 3akntoueHue

Cnep KaTo ce 3ano3Hax C NpeAcTaBeHUTe B NpoLeaypaTa AMCEPTALMOHEH TPYA U NPUAPYKaBawmTe
ro 4OKYMEHTU N Bb3 OCHOBA Ha HAaNpPaBeHMA aHaNM3 Ha TAXHATa 3HAYMMOCT U CbAbPKALUM Ce B TAX HAaYy4YHU
N HAaY4YHO-NPUIOXKHM NPUHOCK, BbNPEKN CNOMEHATUTE MO-rope NPenopbKku 1 3abeneXKKu, NOTBbPKAABAM,
Yye npeacTaBeHUAT AUCEPTALMOHEH Tpya Pea2uoHanaHu noaumuKkKu Ha coyuanusma 6 bvneapusa u
KOzocnasua: PezuoHume Ha KrocmeHOun u KymaHoso 1948-1963 2., KakTO W KayecTBOTO W
OPUTMHANHOCTTA Ha NpPeACTaBEHUTE B HEro pesyataTu U NOCTUXKEHMA OTFOBAPAT HAa M3UCKBAHMATA HA
3PACPB, MpaBuaHMKa 32 NPUNOXKEHMETO My M CbOTBeTHMA [IpaBUAHMK 32 ycaoBMATa WM peda 3a
npuaobuBaHe Ha Hay4YHU CTENEHW W 3aeMaHe Ha akaZeMU4YHU AnbKHocTv B HO3Y ,Heodut Punckn” 3a
npuaobuBaHe OT KaHAMAATa Ha HayyHaTa cTeneH ,A0KTOp” B nNpodecuoHanHO HanpasaeHue 2.2.
Ucmopusa u apxeosnoaus, obnacm Ha eucwe obpaszoeaHue: 2. XymaHumapHu Hayku. B yacTHocT,
KaHAWAATbT Y40BAETBOPABA MUHUMANHUTE HALMOHANIHM U3UCKBAHWA B NPOPECMOHANHOTO Hanpas/ieHne



N He e yCTaHOBEHO MAarMaTcTBO B MNPeACTaBeHUTe MO KOHKypca Hay4dHM Tpyaose. Bb3 ocHoBa Ha
ropensnoXKeHoTo, NPenopbyBaM Ha Hay4yHOTO Kypu Aa npucbauM Ha AHmMoH leopauee BeHee HayyHa
creneH ,AOKTOP" B NnpodecnoHanHo HanpasneHue 2.2. Mcmopusa u apxeono2us.

12.06.2025 . U3sroteun peueHsuata: npod. a.H. MaptuH UeaHoB
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1. Presented materials

The doctoral student Anton Georgiev Venev is enrolled in doctoral studies at the Department of History of
the Faculty of Law and History at the Southwestern University "Neofit Rilski" in Blagoevgrad. For the
preparation of this review, all documents necessary for the defense were received, including: dissertation;
abstract; authenticity check, scientometric indicators, which reflect six publication materials (articles) on
the dissertation and an autobiography and an order for the appointment of a jury. However, | have not
been presented with a copy of his bachelor's and master's diplomas.

2. Relevance of the topic

The main goal of the dissertation is to examine “regional policy during the first years of the construction
of socialism in the regions of Kyustendil and Kumanovo, located in the People’s Republic of Bulgaria and
the Federal People’s Republic of Yugoslavia” (p. 9). Such a topic is new to Bulgarian historiography, as it
has so far only been mentioned in passing in separate studies (K. Paleshutski, V. Enchev, M. Lalkov, D.
Biladzic, B. Petranovich, etc.). If we exclude individual propaganda and highly ideological texts, the history
of regional development, a product of the regime itself, is still awaiting its researcher. In this sense, the
author has skillfully chosen to examine a topical and hitherto neglected topic in a national, regional and
even pan-European context. However, Anton Venev has not remained only in the field of the regional, but
has also sought the extremely relevant cross-border dimensions today, the role of the border (political,
geographical) and the various political and economic trajectories that it gives rise to.

3. Scope and structure of the dissertation

The dissertation is 476 pages long and consists of an introduction, five chapters with numerous paragraphs
in them, a conclusion and a bibliography of over a hundred titles — monographs, articles and studies, lists
of the used archival funds, tables and abbreviations, as well as a photo appendix. The good handling of the
rich archival material stored in the Central State Archives, the Archives of the Commission for the
Disclosure of Documents and for the Declaration of Affiliation of Bulgarian Citizens to the State Security
and Intelligence Services of the Bulgarian People's Army, the State Archives-Kyustendil, the State Archives
of the Republic of North Macedonia (SRM) — branch office Skopje and Kumanovo and in the archival



collection of the Regional Historical Museum-Kyustendil is impressive. In addition, Anton Venev has
reviewed and critically used materials from seventeen newspapers and eight magazines, as well as
important electronic resources from the SRM and Bulgaria. The chosen approach is problem-chronological,
while on each topic two paragraphs are allocated for each of the regions considered — Kyustendil and
Kumanovo. Finally, each chapter ends with a short summary. | hasten to say that given my competence in
the following analysis of the text | will focus mainly on the Bulgarian processes, without, of course, losing
sight of the comparison with Kumanovo and Yugoslavia as a whole.

4. Content of the dissertation

The Introduction to the dissertation describes the object and subject of the study, the goals of the
dissertation and the main research thesis, which the graduate formulates as follows: “The regional
development policies undertaken or imposed during the construction of socialism in Bulgaria and
Yugoslavia, regardless of the differences, are the basis of the backwardness and disproportions in the
development of the two regions, which continues to this day” (p. 9). A brief overview of the main concepts
used by the author is provided: regionalism, regional policy, modernization, industrialization, etc. (p. 10-
12). The three main tasks of the study are outlined: (1) to identify the stages in the development of
socialism in the two countries and regions between 1948 and 1963; (2) to trace and analyze the regional
policy pursued in Yugoslavia and Bulgaria, outlining its results in the fields of economy (urban and rural),
education, culture and healthcare in the Kumanovo and Kyustendil regions and (3) “to show the common
problems, as well as the specifics in the two neighboring countries and the peculiarities of their experience
in building a socialist society, the differences and modernization in the two regions”. (pp. 12-13).

The main methods used in the dissertation are the historical method, analysis and synthesis, comparison
method, classification method and generalization method (pp. 13). In hastening my general assessment of
Anton VeneV's research, | will only mention here in passing that not everywhere the request for analysis
and synthesis is sufficiently condensed.

The in-depth historiographic review (pp. 15-17) covers most of the relevant research on the topic. It cannot
fail to impress, however, that the graduate student has chosen to simply list a long list of the literature he
used without highlighting some important theses in it. Those that he will then comment on and verify
“experimentally” in the course of his field research in the Kyustendil and Kumanovo regions.

The first chapter “Socialism and Regional Policies in Bulgaria and Yugoslavia: Models of Historical and
Political Development” introduces the topic and makes the historical contextualization that is mandatory
for such studies. In separate paragraphs, the “example of the Soviet socio-economic model” is traced (pp.
26-32), the history of the construction of the communist regime in both countries (pp. 32-45), the Tito-
Stalin conflict and the separation of the SFRY from the Soviet bloc (pp. 45-50), as well as the new policy of
socialist self-government in Yugoslavia that followed (pp. 50-68).

At the end of the first chapter, two key paragraphs are included that build on the general historical
framework and include the regional policies (or attempts at such) of Bulgaria and Yugoslavia (pp. 68-90).



They have an important generalizing character and even raise the question of why they were not included
in the general conclusion of the dissertation, instead of in the first chapter. They make one of the key
conclusions of this study about the significantly greater decentralization of the SFRY and the strong
centralization of the People's Republic of Bulgaria. In itself, this is not a surprising observation, but a
consequence of the different political-ideological framework in which the two countries developed after
the rupture between Stalin and Tito. However, Anton Venev skillfully weaves it into his narrative, going
beyond the simple marking of differences. His conclusion is that in Bulgaria it is difficult to talk about
regional policy, since the center in Sofia dictates even the smallest details of development. Attempts at
some regional decentralization were made only in the late 1950s with the creation of districts, but their
results, as the author shows, are controversial. In any case, this relatively short episode ended in 1963,
when a Plenum of the Central Committee of the Bulgarian Communist Party decided that “large-scale
mechanized and automated industry requires management from a single center” (p. 77). However, the old
type of centralization “characterized by guardianship over production and interference in daily operational
management” was not achieved, and all issues “continued to be resolved by district state and economic
bodies” (p. 77).

In fact, regional policies have two aspects: (1) centralized or decentralized decision-making and (2)
attempts to reduce regional disparities. In socialist Bulgaria, until the end of the 1950s, key decisions were
made at the central level — the Central Committee and Secretariat of the Bulgarian Communist Party,
ministries and the State Planning Commission. It is known, however, that the distribution of resources
between the individual regions did not always follow the declared priorities, but was strongly subject to
other factors neglected in this study, such as personal acquaintances, compatriotism, military
comradeship, connections, corruption and “second networks”. In many cases, new enterprises, hospitals,
cultural centers and squares were built not where they were most needed, but in the settlements from
which prominent communist functionaries came. In this sense, it could be assumed that the weak partisan
movement in the Kyustendil region and the absence of important political figures originating from here
had an important impact on the lack of new industrial investments almost until the end of the period under
consideration. Until the mid-1950s, for example, in the Kyustendil region, “the existing nationalized
enterprises and factories continued to operate with some minor exceptions” (p. 199). It was only in 1954
that the Galen Factory and the state-owned Bistritsa Mine were established. A certain attempt to
introduce the all-important “subjective element” into regional policy was made only in the fourth chapter
with the biographies of Vladimir Bonev (pp. 206-208) and Stoyo Stanoev (p. 208). However, here too there
are no specific examples of their successful or unsuccessful intercession in favor of the already established
Kyustendil District.

In Yugoslavia, a completely different model of economic development and treatment of regional problems
was chosen. Since the early 1950s, “the main strategic goal of investment policies has been to mitigate the
disparities in the economic sphere, which are manifested primarily between industry and agriculture, as
well as between the production of means of production and consumer goods” (p. 84). Despite significantly
more targeted efforts in the SFRY, the differences between the individual regions of the country have not
decreased. For example, in terms of gross domestic product per capita, “the disparity in economic



development between the most developed region of Slovenia and the least developed — Kosovo increased
between 1950 and 1960 from 3:1 to 5:1.2”. (p. 85). A little isolated, on p. 156, it is even concluded that “in
Bulgaria, due to the high degree of centralization, problems are solved somewhat better and faster”. An
important observation, which, however, should be condensed in the presentation with examples and
evidence.

After describing the national political and economic context in which the Kyustendil and Kumanovo regions
developed in Chapter Two, the story smoothly enters the essence of the topic. Anton Venev's main task
here is to outline the administrative and political development and urban planning of the two regions. Two
paragraphs are dedicated to each of these three levels - one for the Kyustendil region and the Kumanovo
region. In a sense, this, and partly the next three chapters, can replace the still missing complete history
of Kyustendil and the Kyustendil region after September 9, 1944. The administrative changes in the region,
the merger and establishment of municipalities, the abolition of districts and the transition to a district
structure are traced in detail. Here, the methodical and scrupulous listing of all newly emerged or merged
municipalities is a bit burdensome (pp. 94-97, 101-104) and it could be considered to be removed as a
separate appendix at the end of the work.

The political development at the regional level is the subject of the second part of this second chapter.
The consolidation of power of the Communist Party, the marginalization of its political opponents and the
policy of terror against the representatives of the former government are described truthfully and in detail.
My only clarification is regarding the sentences of the so-called “People’s Court” in Kyustendil, which
differ, albeit slightly, from the original document — 32, not 33 death sentences, 11, not 12 acquittals and
113, not 107 —to various terms of imprisonment. This, of course, is a detail that is not relevant to the study
and should not be perceived as a criticism of the text. This is not the case with the anti-communist
resistance in Kyustendil, which, as is known, is among the most active in the entire country, but is
completely absent from the study.

The character of the last two paragraphs of the chapter, related to the urbanization and consolidation of
the two regional centers — Kyustendil and Kumanovo, is contributed. The “omission” of the significantly
smaller Dupnitsa, Kriva Palanka and Kratovo is logical, given the more limited information about them, but
is not motivated in the dissertation. It is striking that although in 1938 Kyustendil acquired a modern urban
plan, prepared by arch. Lyuben Tonev (later author of the plans for Sofia and Dimitrovgrad), by 1946 the
city had only one paved street (p. 142), and the sewage system did not begin to be built until 1948 (p. 142-
143). | would recommend that this paragraph also include the topic of residency, which, along with
migration from the countryside to the city (extensively examined by the author in this and other
paragraphs), predetermines the dynamics of urban development in cities.

For me, Chapter Three: Two Models of Industrial Development in the Regions is particularly interesting. It
brings to the fore industrialization, modernization, and the timidly emerging consumerism. The chapter is
of a contributing nature, since “nationalization in the Kyustendil region has not been the subject of
scientific research so far, [and] in the Kyustendil encyclopedia, as well as in the history of the district
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organization of the Bulgarian Communist Party, the main events and processes are given in fragments with
quite a few inaccuracies” (p. 165). The episode with the unrealistic plan of the Bobov Dol mine for 1947,
which, despite all ideological spells, exceeds the production in 1939 by a modest 2-3 tons (pp. 181-182).
With the many similar and specific examples, the chapter significantly consolidates our knowledge of the
economic processes that took place in our country in the late 1940s, 1950s and early 1960s. Until now,
they have been the subject of mainly general analyses following congressional decisions and resolutions,
but few authors have tried to trace how the central directives were implemented (or not implemented) in
practice in individual enterprises. Special mention should be made of the already highlighted portraits of
the economic and political leaders Vladimir Bonev (pp. 206-208) and Stoyo Stanoev (pp. 208), as well as
the comparisons with the neighboring Pernik and Blagoevgrad districts in tables 6 and 7 (pp. 209-210).
However, | would recommend that all amounts in table 7 be unified, since now the values for 1963 are in
the new denominated in 1962. lev, and those from the end of the 1950s — at its old rate. Another important
aspect in Chapter Three is the regional dimensions of consumption. Again, as with industrialization,
consumption is known mainly from party resolutions and decisions, but very little is still known about how
they are actually reflected in the everyday life of the population. Unknown to me, for example, was the
decision in the period 1954-1956 to restore the de facto coupon system “due to poor harvests and limited
grain production” (p. 260).

The focus of Chapter Four is on the transformations in the agrarian sphere of the two regions. The process
of collectivization has so far been studied mainly in the fertile plains, and the semi-mountainous regions
have rarely attracted historiographical interest. This is why the narrative proposed by Anton Venev is
important, as it outlines the geographical and regional specificities of the socialization of the land. It turns
out that after the initial push between 1952 and 1954, “not a single TCZS was created in the region.” In
addition, the cooperatives that had already been formed “were not a successful and attractive example
for the peasants. Poor farms with poor cooperators, poorly organized, with insignificant successes — this
is the picture of TCZS in the Kyustendil region in the period 1948 — 1952” (p. 293). An important
contribution in the chapter is the resistance to collectivization in many Kyustendil villages, unknown until
now in the literature (p. 319-324). The comparison with the disputed Kumanovo region shows that the
ideologically motivated decision for complete collectivization in our country in the medium term does not
bring better results (p. 355).

The last, Fifth Chapter attempts to explore a wide range of problems related to education, culture and
healthcare in both regions. All areas in which the chosen centralized Bulgarian model seems to yield faster
and better results than Yugoslav decentralization could bring (pp. 429-433).

Finally, the Conclusion attempts to summarize the most important observations from the previous
chapters. Unfortunately, the analysis is largely absent here, repeating conclusions already made earlier in
the text. For example, it is not clear what the author's opinion is about the effect of the two diametrically
opposed approaches - centralism in Bulgaria and relative decentralization in Yugoslavia. In which areas do
these and other (ideological, political) differences bring better (or worse) results. On the other hand, in
this part of the dissertation text, it claims that "the two regions have been moving further and further



away from each other in every respect during these years. The economic, transport and cultural ties
between them for most of the period under review are weak and minimal. The closed border for most of
this period, as well as their peripheral location and weak transport links, make communication and
cooperation between the population difficult" (pp. 452-453). A key conclusion, which, however, does not
rely on material discussed in previous chapters and therefore remains somewhat hanging.

5. Degree of knowledge of the state of the problem

A careful reading of the dissertation shows that the author is largely familiar with the literature on the
topic. The bibliography at the end of the text contains over a hundred titles — monographs, articles. Special
mention should be made of the in-depth work in the Central State Archives, the Archives of the
Commission for Disclosure of Documents and for Declaration of Affiliation of Bulgarian Citizens to the State
Security and Intelligence Services of the Bulgarian People’s Army, the State Archives-Kyustendil, the State
Archives of the Republic of North Macedonia (SRM) — Branch Office Skopje and Kumanovo and in the
archival collection of the Regional History Museum-Kyustendil. Last but not least, the author has reviewed
and critically used materials from seventeen newspapers and eight magazines, as well as important
electronic resources from the SRM and Bulgaria.

6. General analysis of the dissertation work

One of the main impressions that the doctoral studies leave is for a thorough and scrupulous study of a
number of important processes in the regional policy of the two neighboring border regions — Kyustendil
in Bulgaria and Kumanovo in the SFRY. In the individual chapters there are a number of contributing
moments that | have already had the opportunity to note, related to the resistance, collectivization and
industrialization in our country. In many respects, the dissertation could serve as a building block for the
still missing comprehensive history of Kyustendil and Kyustendil in the first decades after September 9,
1944. However, a much higher level of analysis and synthesis could be desired, especially in the final part
of the study. For example, it is not clear which of the two models — centralized and decentralized — gives
better results and why. A little isolated, on page 156, the conclusion is even made that “in Bulgaria, due to
the high degree of centralization, problems are solved a little better and faster”, but it is absent from the
conclusion. The "distancing of the two regions" mentioned at the end is relatively poorly supported in the
course of the main presentation. It can be argued, and seriously, how convincing the year 1963 sounds as
the upper limit of the dissertation. The author has tried to justify it as much as he can (pp. 7-8), but the
reader remains unconvinced as to why, for example, the presentation does not stop at 1962 or 1964.
Instead, the conventionality of the upper chronological limit (also recognized by A. Venev himself) could
also be reflected in the title and the presentation: "the beginning of the 60s" instead of the currently
chosen year 1963. However, these and other compositional problems do not in the least belittle the
enormous investigative and analytical work that the graduate student has done.

7. Contributory moments of the dissertation work

In the relevant section of the Abstract, Anton Venev points out five of his contributions. Among them are:
consideration of the two regional models (Bulgarian and Yugoslav); a detailed comparison of the
development of the processes of nationalization and industrialization, as well as the development of



industry; for the first time, the common features and differences in the process of collectivization are
outlined; numerous unused Bulgarian and foreign sources and sources are introduced into circulation, etc.
Most of them, however, sound too general, a consequence of the more sparing analysis and synthesis of
the truly very rich material collected. Instead, | would point out the points already mentioned in the review
as contributions: tracking "on a micro-field" of major national policies (collectivization, industrialization,
modernization, etc.); the discovery of facts and events previously unknown in the literature (the return of
the coupon system in 1954-1956, the resistance against the TKZS, etc.). My general opinion, however, is
that the dissertation work is an original study and there is no evidence of plagiarism iniit.

8. Evaluation of the abstract and publications on the dissertation

The abstract is prepared accurately, meets the regulatory requirements and correctly presents the results
and content of the dissertation. The publications cover key sections of the dissertation and also meet the
regulatory requirements.

8. Conclusion

After having familiarized myself with the dissertation work and accompanying documents submitted in
the procedure and based on the analysis of their significance and the scientific and applied scientific
contributions contained therein, despite the above-mentioned recommendations and remarks, | confirm
that the submitted dissertation work Regional Policies of Socialism in Bulgaria and Yugoslavia: The Regions
of Kyustendil and Kumanovo 1948-1963, as well as the quality and originality of the results and
achievements presented therein, meet the requirements of the Law on the Regional and Local
Government of the Republic of Bulgaria, the Regulations for its implementation and the relevant
Regulations on the terms and procedures for acquiring scientific degrees and occupying academic
positions at the South-West University "Neofit Rilski" for the candidate to acquire the scientific degree
"doctor" in the professional field 2.2. History and archaeology, field of higher education: 2. Humanities. In
particular, the candidate meets the minimum national requirements in the professional field and no
plagiarism has been established in the scientific works submitted for the competition. Based on the above,
| recommend to the scientific jury to award Anton Georgiev Venev the scientific degree "Doctor" in
professional field 2.2. History and Archaeology.

06/12/2026

Reviewer:

Professor Martin Ivanov, D. Sc.
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