CTAHOBHIIIE

ot ipo(. a-p. Bnagko MuuoB MBanos, npodecop B karenpa ,,HanronaaHa curypHocT
u nyonuuna agmunuctpanus B IO3Y ,Heodur Puncku®, wieH Ha HaydyHO XypH IO
KOHKYpPC 3a 3aeMaHe€ Ha aKaJeMHYHaTa JIBbXHOCT ,JJOUEHT B HPO(PECHOHATHO
Hanpasnenue 9.1. ,,Hanmonanna curypuoct®, FO3V ,Heodut Puncku — bnaroesrpan,
nyonukysas B /IB 0p.30 na 08.04.2025 r.

OcHoBaHMe 3a U3TOTBSIHE HAa CTAaHOBUIIETO - 3anoBe Ha Pexropa Ha FO3Y ,,Heodur
Puicku® Ne 1318/20.06.2025 .

I. O0ma omeHka Ha KadecTBaTa Ha KaHAMAATa, TPYyAOBeTe U
AKTYaJIHOCTTA HA HAYYHATA MPOAYKIUA
ITo o6siBenus koukypc B JIB 6p. 30/08.04.2025 r. B cpok € mogan JOKYMEHTHU
€IuH KaHauaatr — O-p Mutko AHTOHOB JIMMUTpOB, 1. ac. B [IpaBHO-uCTOpHUYECKUS
dakynrer Ha FO3Y ,,Heodut Puncku* — bnaroesrpan. buorpadusita my e chueranue
OT MPECTUKHO 00pa3zoBaHuE, OTTOBOPHA pabOTa B HAIIMOHAIHU UHCTUTYIIMH, COITMATHA
AKTUBHOCT W MpernojaBaTerncka jaeHoct. OO0 MoryienHaro, Lsjata JEWHOCT Ha
KaHAMJaTa € CBbP3aHa C MHCTUTYIMU MMAIIU MPAKO OTHOIIEHHWE KbM HallMOHATHATA
curypHoct — MunucrtepctBo Ha otOpanara, MBP, MBHP u bbiarapckoro HanroHamHo
paano. PpkoBogHuTe mocroBe, kouTo 3aema (dupexktop Ha IIBO, mpencenaren Ha
nporpamuus chBeT Ha BHP, nupexktop Ha mupekmus ,IIpecuentsp” Ha MO u ap.) He
OCTaBAT CBbMHEHHE OTHOCHO  HEroBara  KOMIIETEHTHOCT.  YCIOPEIHO C
npodecroHaTHUTE H35BH, KAaHAMIATHT Y4acTBa B ChH3JaBAaHETO HA JOKYMEHTATHH
¢unmu, unen e Ha CBXK u npencenarencTBa MPECTHKHU CUHIUKAIHU W MEAUNHU
opraHn3anrd. MHOTOKpPATHO € yIOCTOSIBaH C IPECTUKHU HAarpau.
BbB Bpb3Kka ¢ KOHKypca, A-p JUMUTPOB, MpeicTaBs enHa MoHorpadus, eiHa
KHUTa Ha 0a3ara Ha 3alllUTeH JUCepTallMOHEH TpyAd, 15 (meTHameceT) cTaTuu U

JOKJIaaH. CT:HII/ITG ca HY6J'II/IKYB3HI/I B aBTOPHUTCTHU H3AAaHHUA KM Ca JIHUYHO ACJIO Ha
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KaHJWAaTa, IUIOJ Ha CHUCTEeMEeH Tpyld U mnpodecuoHanu3bMm. I[lmarmarctBo He €
KOHCTaTupaHo. Martepusita € B cdepara 3asBEHOTO B KOHKypca MHpo¢eCHOHATIHO
HampaBiieHue. TpyloBeTe ca akTyaJlHU W 3HAYMMU B €oxara Ha TIiiodaiu3anus,
pexoJl KbM MHOTOMOJIFOCEH CBAT U CTYJIEH MUp, KOUTO cnen ¢peBpyapu 2024 r. e non
BBITpoc. [1o TO3u moBo MeauitHATa cpefia ChIIO Ce MPEBbPHA B apeHa Ha KOH(MIUKTH.

KanauaareT € u3nbaIHUI MUHUMAIHUTE HALTMOHAIHA U3UCKBAHHS.

II. Onenka Ha megarornyecKkarTa nmoAroToBKa M JeHHOCT HA KaHIuaaTa

Kanguparer 3ammraBa auceprauvoHeH Tpya npe3 2014 r. Ha Tema:
»Yrpapienue Ha 3HaHusita B BHP karo Qakrop 3a oma3BaHe Ha HalMOHajIHATa
uaeHtTuaHoct. B KO3V Boau mer yyeOHM AUCHUIUIMHH, CBBP3aHU C eBpolielickaTa
CUTYPHOCT, MEMiIHaTa MOJIUTUKA U KOMyHUKanuuTe. Cuuram, ye npodheCuOHATHUAT
OTIUT, COI[MATTHA AKTUBHOCT M MyOIUYHHUAT 00pa3 Ha A-p JUMHUTPOB HOCSAT MPHUHOC 3a
YHUBEPCHUTETA, LIEHHU Ca KaTO EKCIIEPTH3a U Ca JIMYEH NPUMED 32 CTYAECHTHUTE.

I'opHOTO MM [aBa IIBJIHO OCHOBAHME Ja CUYWATAM, Y€ KAaHIWAATBT MOXKE J1a
ydacTBa B KOHKypca 3a 3aeMaHe€ Ha akaJAeMH4Ha JIbXHOCT ,JloneHt* B
npodecronanyo Hanpasienue 9.1. ,,Hanmonanna curypsaoct, o6sisexn ot FO3VY.

III. Onenka HA HAYYHHMTE U NMPUJI0KHHU IPUHOCH B MPEACTABEHUTE TPYAOBe
U TAXHATA 3HAYUMOCT

J-p Mutko JIMMHUTPOB € M3JIOKWJ CBOSITA BU3MA 34 HAyYHU U IPUIIOKHU
npuHocu B mpodecronanHo Hampasienue 9.1. ,HamumonamHa cUTYypHOCT®, KOUTO
npueMaMm. B Hacrosmoro CraHOBHILE, HWMaWKd MPEIBUJ BCUYKU JIETIO3UPAHU
JOKYMEHTH, T€ 1€ ObJAT OLEHEHU OT MO3ULHUATAa HA MOUTE MO3HAHUs, Ipo(ecuoHaneH
ONUT U HAYYHU BUKIAHUS.

Ha mbpBO MsICTO, OTKpOSIBAM CBBpEMEHHATa TEOPETUYHA HMHTEPIIPETALMS Ha
OCHOBHHUTE MpOOJEeMU M TOHATUS 3a JIbp’KaBaTa, yMPaBICHUETO, COIMATHUS PE/,
JUAEPCTBOTO M MHJMBHUAYATHHUTE 1I€JIM HA XOpaTa B enoxara Ha riiobanuzanus. (Bux
MoHorpaduyHus Tpyn, cratud Ne 4 u 14). ABTOpPBT cbhbueTaBa MOCTaHOBKaTa 3a

HanmlMOHAJIHATa U 6T>I[€HIaTa riaobaaHa AbpPiKaBa, KOATO CC 3aJlaBa Ha XOPHU30HTA 4YPC3
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PEBOJIIOLMS HA 3HAHUETO, HA TEXHOJIOTMUTE, IU(PPOBU3ALMATA U KEITAHUETO HAa XOpaTa
Ja TpUeMaT MEXIyHApOJIHHUS pell, OCHOBaH Ha IpPaBOTO, CBOOOJHATa THPrOBUS U
o0IIOYOBEIIKUTE MOpaaHu HOpMH. KoJKOTO M Cllo)kHa Ja € Ta3u IOCTaHOBKa
(Bu3upana ouie oT Mapke, @okysama u 1np.), TS CTOM Ha XOPU30HTA U BUHArU 1IE ObAE
U3KYLIEHHE 3a aBaHTapJAHUTE MMCIUTENIM M MeAauuTe. bprokcen Beue omura Ja
HaIpeIHe MO TO3U IbT, HO B EBpa3us CUIOBHUTE MOJIXOIM HAJJENsXa HaJl MPaBOTO U
TOHBT B UHCTUTYHIMUTE HA EC Oe cmeHeH. OcHOBEH po0iieM B Ta3u MaTepus € Jajiu
IBbpPKABHOCTTA paK[a JUIEpU, a JHUOEpaTu3MbT MOXKE Ja JIOBEAE 10 EHTPONHs B
KpalHOCTUTE CU. bbiarapus He € HM3KIIYEHUE — JIECETKH MApTUH, MOIMYJIU3bM H

6€3OTFOB0pHOCT pascauHABAT HAIUATA.

Ha ¢ona Ha rnobGamHust Xaoc, aBTOPHT NPOTUBONOCTAaBA TeopUATa 3a
yrnpaBieHUE Ha 3HAHUATA Ype3 MEIUUTE U OMa3BaHE HAa HAIIMOHAIHATA UICHTHYHOCT C
arpecuBHM crocoOu. TeopeTHuHHUTEe M MPWIOKHU MMOCTAHOBKM OTHOCHO pealusTa:
yhpaBieHHe — 00IIEeCTBO — MEANH — CUTYPHOCT, MIPUCHCTBAT BbB BCUUKH MPEICTABEHU
3a perneH3upane Tpyaose (ocobeno myoaukaruu Ne 2, 6, 9). KanauaaTsT u3Bexkaa Tpu
METOJIOJIOTUYECKH eTIEMEHTa Ha yCIexa — Xopa, Iporecu u TexHonorud. OueBuIHoO €,
Ye KaKTO BCEKM Jpyr (PeHOMEH, IiIo0ain3alusTa HOCH CHTYPHOCT M nNeqayiOu 3a
CWJIHMTE. 3a APYTUTE T € ,,cCUCTeMHa HecurypHocT'. OTuuTaMm, 4e aBTOphT, ChOOPa3HO
BHCOKaTa CH OOINECTBEHA TO3MIMS HMHTEIUTCHTHO O0X0XIa KOHQIMKTa MEXITY
ceobomata M IeH3ypaTa, KOWTO JETEPMUHUpPA JUPEKTHO M  HHIAUPEKTHO
OpraHu3allMOHHATa KyJATypa, YIpaBisiBa 3HAHUETO B HWHCTUTYIMUTE M Ch3/aBa
NO3UTHBHA aTMocepa 3a aMYHOCTTA. TyK OTKpHUBaAME MOPETHHUS MpoOiIeM -
MpPEXKOBHUTE OOIlEecCTBAa ca apeHa Ha TEPMAHEHTEH KUOep KOH(JIUKT W aBTOPHT
NpeCTaBsl MOPEAHMUS MapajiokC — THKMO OTPOMHUST MPOIEHT HU(POBO T'PaMOTHH
€BPOIEHIIM MOraT J1a c€ OKakar o(iaiiH, 1a MOALEHAT MOJIUTHKUTE 3a CUTYPHOCT U Aa

MMPOITyCHAT CbPCBHOBAHUCTO 3a CBCTOBHO JIUACPCTBO.



B TO3M cMucha npuemMamM KOHLENLIMATAa Ha aBToOpa 3a MeIuiHaTa
BB3BPBIIAEMOCT KbM 00111ecTBOTO. T0OM mpeiara 1 MHTEpECH! UAEeH 3a U3MEpBaHE Ha
ycrexa M OIpeAeNsiHe Ha MNPUOPUTETUTE B MEAMMHHUTE NpPOrpaMH M OTYUTAHE
CTOMHOCTTA Ha BJIOKEHUTE MapH, 3a Ja C€ Haco4yBa €(PEKThT B HKEJIAHATA IOCOKA.
[Ipennaram Ha aBTOpa /1a pa3BUE Ta3H HJEs B YCIOBHS Ha TPYJHOTO B3aUMOJICUCTBUE
Mexay uHcthutyuuute Ha EC u HaumoHanHute cyOektw, 0Oe3 Ja NoJueHsBa
uaeonoruueckure paktopu. MIMEHHO Te MOHSIKOra ca Hal-MOTBIIMAT OOEIMHUTEN Ha
IbpPKaBH, CbIO3U M KOpHopaluuu. ToBa OTHOBO MOCTaBsl BbIIPOCa 3a BOAEIATA pOJisl Ha
BJIACTTA, MYJTUIUIMIUPAHETO HA WJEUTE OT MEAMHUTE U (POPMHUPAHETO HA COLIMAIIHO
noBejeHue. Tyk HaBiIM3aMe OT MOJIETO HA 3HAHUATA B MOJIETO HA IIponara’jaara, Kosato
HSIKOU OTpHUyaxa Kato (gakrop u crpemmuxa. Pazuutaxme, ye uaeute Ha EC me Obaar
IPUETH 110 ECTECTBEH IIBT U MEJAMMTE CIEABAXa Ta3U MOJUTHKA.

CnenuanHo BHUMaHUE B TPYJOBETE € OTAENEHO Ha 90-roauiuHara AeMHOCT Ha
bbarapckoro HalMOHAIHO Paguo - HMHCTUTYLUS CbhC CTpaTernyecka (QyHKUUS 3a
HAIlMOHAJTHO  OO0EeIMHEHWEe, KyJIATYpHO TMOCpPEeIHHYeCTBO U  ¢dopMupaHe Ha
OpraHU3alMOHHO TOBEJCHUE BBB BCUUKU couuasinu cioeBe (IlyOmuxamuu No 5, 11,
17). IlpodecroHaiHO ca MpPeACTaBEHU BB3MOKHOCTUTE HAa MEIUUHHUTE >XKaHPOBE W
0COOEHO poJIsiTa HA HOBUHUTE, 34 ,,U3TpaXKJaHe Ha HAIIMOHAJIHA UHTETPUTETHA ThKaH .

Bucoko oneHsBaM omnMra Ha KaHAMaarta Ja NOpo3pe B OBACIIETO, 4pe3
ouepTaBaHe Ha HOBUTE IPEIMU3BUKATEIICTBA MPE] IbpKaBaTa U Ii100aIHOTO OOIIECTBO
Bk Ne 15 u 16). ABTOPBT uAEHTUGULMpPA U MPEACTaBs B TEOPETUYEH BHUJ €AUH
W3HEHA/IBAILIO XU3HEH (PEHOMEH - JUKTarypara Ha nomyhusma. MHTepecHoTo €, ye
JTHEC TOM € POJIEH OT Helpara Ha JEMOKpAaTHYHAaTa MOJIMTHYECcKa cucrema. MIMEeHHO
oOmecTBata Ha EBpoma ce mnpeBbpHaxa B MeAMIIHA TOBOPWJIHS IO BPEMETO Ha
naHjeMusaTa M JHUCIyTa 3a I[paBaTa Ha 4YoBeka (0e3 1a ce akueHTupa Ha
3anbkenusTa). Korato goiine omacHocTTa OT KOH(MIUKT HAa M3TOYHATA Tepudepus,
pa3BuTuUTE OOIIECTBAa Bedye ce€ OsiXa MPEBbPHAIU B ETOMCTHYHU KOHCYMAaTOPH C

aKTMBHOTO ydYacTHE Ha MEIUWUTE, KOWTO H300MJICTBaXa C pPEKJIaMH W 3aMEHHUXa
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JyXOBHAaTa CHM MHCHS C XKaXJa 3a nedaynou. EcTecTBeHO, TOBa MOCTaBU JIbP:KABHUTE
NPUOPUTETH Janied Hazaj u reorpadckusar (m xpuctusincku!) neHTsp Ha EBpomna ce
npeBbpHA B KOH(MIUKTEH T€OMOJUTUYECKHU Bh3€Jl Ha CBETA.

H-p HumutpoB ycnemHo o06001iaBa ChCTOSHUETO HA MEIMHUTE KaTo apeHa Ha
KOH(MIUKTHT MEXIYy KOHCEpPBAaTUBHUTE U JuOepanmHute W uaeosoruu. Ilo chiiecTBo
TOBAa € TPOTHUBOIIOCTaBSHE MEXIy Bspara B bor u cBoOomara Ha JWUYHOCTTA,
IpeMUHaBaIla B aTeU3bM U allOJIMTUYHOCT, MMOAXPAHBAH OT CPEAUTE HA OE30TIICAHUTE
pa3ToOUMTENM, KOHCYMAaTOPH ¢ JKUBEEUIUTE 3a YIOBOJICTBUA. ABTOPBHT AOCTHUTa J0O
eauH (yHIaMeHTaleH OTroBop — , [loHacrosieM ... mapurte ca ce MpeBbpHAIU B HOB
oor u e HapymeH boxwusaT 3akoH .. — nga HAMaMm Jpyru borose“. Makap wu
peACTaBUTE]l HA MEIUUHOTO ChCIIOBHE, aBTOPHT MPaBU U3BOAA, ,,u€ MKOHOMHYECKU
MOJIeJl, HACOUEH €IWHCTBEHO U CaMO CHpsSIMO IedajaouTe € necTpykTuBeH.” Crmopen
MEH aBTOPHT € JOCTUTHAN /10 OTKPUTHUETO, KOETO MOXKE Ja BbPHE JIMIEPCTBOTO Ha
eBponelckuTe 00IlecTBa — AaKTHMBHA IIEHHOCTHA CHUCTEMa M MPUKIIOYBAHE C
HOCTAJITUYHHUTE U OTOPAHUTETHUTE (PEaKTHUBHU CIIOPE]] aBTOPA) CTPATETHUHU.

OuepTaHuTe MPUHOCU HAAXBBPJAT OYAKBAHUATA U UMAT TOJISIM JUJAAKTUYECKHU
edext. TpynoBeTe Ha KaHJMIaTa ca €UH MOJIEPEH YUEOHUK 3a ChCTOSTHUETO HA CBETA,
aKTyaJHUs] TEOPETHUECH arnapar U BbJIHEHUWETO Ha OrpoMHAaTa TiobdanHa myonuka. Ta3u
MaTepus € WHTEpecHa 3a CTYACHTUTE M € YeCT 3a BCSIKO yueOHO 3aBencHue. Ts e
0000meHa M TMoJHeCeHa OT €IWH MJaJ YOBEK C TOJIAM YIPABJICHCKHU OIUT,
HaOro/aBall AWIeMUTE Ha JHUOepaTHUTe U KOHCEPBATHUBHUTE, BOWHCTBEHUTE U
JIEHUBUTE OOILECTBA.

IV. Kpurtnunu 0ejie:KKU ¥ MPenopbKU

J-p luMuUTpOB € MpeACcTaBWI HaydyHa MPOAYKIUS, KOATO MMa OuepTaHUsITa Ha
OCMHCIICHO TO3HAaBaTEIHO TIOJie, IUIOJ Ha 3aabJI00YeHO o0pa3oBaHuE W
npodecronanHa BucounHa. I[Ipen Hero e ABABI BT, B KOMUTO My IMOKellaBaM II0-
KaTerOpu4yHO Ja 3asBU no3unuara cu. OOmiecTBara Oo4akBaT OTIOBOPU HA MHOTO

BBIIPOCH U HA ITBPBO MACTO - MOT'aT JIU, U TpH6Ba JX Ja CC yIIpaBJIIBaT MCAUUTC, KOUTO
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OT/IaBHA ca OOSIBEHHU 3a 30Ha Ha cBO0O/A, YaCTHA MHULIMATUBA, pEeKJIaMU U neyayiou. B
TO3M KOHTEKCT, YIIPABJIECHUETO Ha JbprKaBaTa TpsAOBa Jiu (M C KAKBU MHCTPYMEHTH) Aa
OBJIaJIeE W TMOIYJH3Ma, KOMTO pa3pylllaBa MHOTO JbpKaBH, JTOCKOPO CUMTAHH 3a
eTaJIOH. BrIipoc Ha BBIPOCUTE €, KaK I1I€ €BOJIOUPAT EBPONEHCKUTE HEHHOCTH U KaKBO
1I€ HaAIpaBIT MEAUUTE, 3a Aa octane EC enuH OT JuAEpUTE B MHOTOIOJIKOCHUS CBST.
Koit e opranpt, KOWTO TpsiOBa Ja MpeBbpPHE MEAMUTE B CTpaTErmuecku (PakTop 3a
HAIMOHAJIHA CUTYPHOCT, 0€3 J1a OCTaHe B UCTOPHUSATA KAaTO IIEH30D?

V. 3akinouenue

Karo umam npenBuj JMYHUTE KadyecTBa, AKTUBHOTO NPO(PECHOHAIHO IEIo,
MPUHOCUTE U MEPCIEKTUBUTE, KOUTO T€HEpUpaAT TPYJOBETE Ha KaHAUAATa B ObaCHIUS
Hay4YeH, COLMAJHOIMOJMTHYECKM M MeAueH aedaT cyuTaMm, 4e KaTeropuyHara MU
MOJIOKUTEIIHATA OIICHKA € 0OCKTHUBHA 1 OE3CIIOpHA.

['macyBam MONOKUTENIHO W TpeJjaraM Ha HAy4YHOTO KypU Ja MPUCHIUA HA J-p
Mutko AHTOHOB [IUMUTpPOB akageMHUuyHaTa UIBXKHOCT ,JlomeHT” B Karegpa
,HalmoHaiHa curypHoct u myonuyHa agmunuctpanus® Ha O3V ,,Heodur Puncku® B
npodecronanHo Hamnpasienue 9.1. ,HanmonaiHa cUrypHOCT®, B CBOTBETCTBHE C

KOHKYypca, 00siBeH B Jbp>kaBeH BecTHUK Op. /IB 0p.30 Ha 08.04.2025 r.

H3rorBun CTaHOBHIICTO:

/Mpod. n-p Bn. MBanos/
31.09. 2025 .
rp. Codus



STATEMENT

by Prof. Dr. Vladko Michov lvanov,
Professor in the Department of National Security and Public Administration at South-
West University “Neofit Rilski,”
member of the academic jury for the competition for the academic position of Associate
Professor in the professional field 9.1 “National Security,”
South-West University “Neofit Rilski” — Blagoevgrad,
announced in State Gazette No. 30 of 8 April 2025.

Grounds for preparing the statement:
Order of the Rector of South-West University “Neofit Rilski” No. 1318/20 June 2025.

l. General Evaluation of the Candidate’s Qualifications, Publications, and the
Contemporary Significance of His Research

In response to the competition announced in State Gazette No. 30 of 8 April 2025, a
single candidate submitted application materials within the prescribed deadline—Dr.
Mitko Antonov Dimitrov, Senior Assistant Professor in the Faculty of Law and History at
South-West University “Necfit Rilski,” Blagoevgrad.

His biography reflects a combination of distinguished education, responsible service
within national institutions, social engagement, and teaching activity. Overall, the
candidate’s professional trajectory is closely connected with institutions directly related
to national security—the Ministry of Defense, the Ministry of the Interior, the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, and the Bulgarian National Radio.

The leadership positions he has held—such as Director of Air Defense, Chair of the
Programming Council of the Bulgarian National Radio, and Director of the Press Centre
Directorate of the Ministry of Defense, among others—leave no doubt regarding his
professional competence. In parallel with these professional achievements, the
candidate has participated in the production of documentary films, is a member of the
Union of Bulgarian Journalists, and chairs prominent trade-union and media
organizations. He has repeatedly been honored with prestigious awards.

In connection with the competition, Dr. Dimitrov has presented one monograph, one
book based on his defended doctoral dissertation, and fifteen (15) articles and
conference papers. These have been published in reputable scholarly outlets and



represent the candidate’s own original work, the product of consistent effort and
professional expertise. No evidence of plagiarism has been found.

The subject matter falls within the scope of the professional field specified in the
competition. The works are both relevant and significant in the context of globalization,
the transition toward a multipolar world, and the state of “cold peace,” which, after
February 2024, has become uncertain. In this regard, the media environment has
likewise turned into an arena of conflict.

The candidate has fulfilled the minimum national requirements.

Il. Evaluation of the Candidate’s Pedagogical Preparation and Activity

The candidate defended his doctoral dissertation in 2014 on the topic: “Knowledge
Management in the Bulgarian National Radio as a Factor for Preserving National
Identity.” At South-West University, he teaches five courses related to European
security, media policy, and communications. | consider that Dr. Dimitrov’s professional
experience, social engagement, and public profile contribute positively to the university,
are valuable as expertise, and serve as a personal example for students.

On this basis, | have full grounds to consider that the candidate is qualified to participate
in the competition for the academic position of Associate Professor in the professional
field 9.1, “National Security,” announced by South-West University.

lll. Evaluation of the Scientific and Applied Contributions in the Submitted Works
and Their Significance

Dr. Mitko Dimitrov has articulated his vision of scientific and applied contributions within
the professional field 9.1, “National Security,” which | fully endorse. In this statement,
considering all submitted documents, these contributions will be assessed from the
perspective of my knowledge, professional experience, and scholarly understanding.

First, | highlight the contemporary theoretical interpretation of the core problems and
concepts concerning the state, governance, social order, leadership, and individual
objectives in the era of globalization (see monograph and articles No. 4 and 14). The
author integrates the concept of the national and the emerging global state, shaped by
the revolution of knowledge, technologies, digitalization, and humanity’s aspiration to
accept an international order based on law, free trade, and universal moral norms.
Despite the complexity of this framework (echoed in the works of Marx, Fukuyama, and
others), it remains on the horizon and will always tempt avant-garde thinkers and the
media. Brussels has already attempted to advance along this path, yet in Eurasia,
coercive approaches prevailed over legal norms, and the tone in EU institutions has
shifted. A fundamental issue in this field is whether statehood produces leaders, and



whether liberalism may lead to extreme entropy. Bulgaria is no exception—numerous
parties, populism, and irresponsibility divide the nation.

Against the backdrop of global turmoil, the author contrasts the theory of knowledge
management through media and the preservation of national identity with aggressive
practices. The theoretical and applied frameworks concerning the governance—society—
media—security relationship are present in all the works submitted for review
(particularly publications No. 2, 6, and 9). The candidate identifies three methodological
elements of success: people, processes, and technologies. It is evident that
globalization, like any other phenomenon, provides security and profits to the strong; for
others, it creates “systemic insecurity.” | note that the author, in line with his prominent
public position, intelligently navigates the conflict between freedom and censorship,
which directly and indirectly shapes organizational culture, governs knowledge in
institutions, and fosters a positive environment for individuals.

Here emerges another issue—networked societies are arenas of permanent cyber
conflict, and the author presents the paradox that the very high proportion of digitally
literate Europeans may become offline, underestimate security policies, and miss out on
global leadership competition. In this context, | endorse the author’s concept of media
feedback to society. He also proposes innovative ideas for measuring success,
prioritizing media programs, and accounting for the value of invested resources to direct
effects toward the intended outcomes. | suggest that the author further develop this
concept, considering the complex interaction between EU institutions and national
actors, without underestimating ideological factors, which sometimes serve as the most
powerful unifying forces for states, alliances, and corporations. This again raises
questions about the leading role of authority, the multiplication of ideas by the media,
and the formation of social behavior. Here we move from the field of knowledge into the
realm of propaganda, which some have dismissed as a factor—and erroneously so. We
had assumed that EU ideas would be naturally adopted, and the media followed this

policy.

Special attention in the works is given to the 90-year activity of the Bulgarian National
Radio—an institution with a strategic role in national unity, cultural mediation, and
shaping organizational behavior across all social strata (publications No. 5, 11, 17). The
candidate professionally demonstrates the potential of media genres, particularly the
role of news, in “building a national integrative fabric.”

| highly value the candidate’s capacity to anticipate future challenges for the state and
global society (see publications No. 15 and 16). He identifies and presents, theoretically,
a surprisingly vital phenomenon—the dictatorship of populism—born within the
democratic political system. European societies became a media forum during the
pandemic and the human rights debates (without emphasis on duties). When the risk of



conflict arose on the eastern periphery, developed societies had already become selfish
consumers, with active media participation, saturated with advertising and having
replaced their spiritual mission with profit motives. Naturally, this pushed state priorities
to the background, and the geographic (and Christian!) center of Europe became a
global geopolitical hotspot.

Dr. Dimitrov successfully synthesizes the state of the media as an arena of conflict
between conservative and liberal ideologies. Essentially, this represents the
confrontation between faith in God and individual freedom, which, moving toward
atheism and apoliticism, is nurtured by circles of heedless spenders, consumers, and
pleasure-seekers. The author arrives at a fundamental conclusion:

“Currently ... money has become the new god, and God’s commandment—to have no
other gods—is violated.”

Although a member of the media profession, he further concludes that “an economic
model oriented solely toward profit is destructive.” In my view, the author has arrived at
a discovery that can restore leadership in European societies—an active value system
and the end of nostalgic and defensive (reactive, according to the author) strategies.

The outlined contributions exceed expectations and possess substantial didactic effect.
The candidate’s works constitute a modern textbook on the state of the world, current
theoretical apparatus, and the concerns of a vast global audience. This material is
engaging for students and an honor for any educational institution. It is synthesized and
presented by a young scholar with extensive managerial experience, observing the
dilemmas of liberal and conservative, militant and passive societies.

IV. Critical Remarks and Recommendations

Dr. Dimitrov has presented scholarly work that reflects a coherent and thoughtful field of
inquiry, the result of profound education and professional excellence. A long path lies
ahead of him, during which | wish him to assert his position with greater clarity and
confidence. Societies expect answers to numerous questions—first and foremost,
whether and how the media long declared a zone of freedom, private initiative,
advertising, and profit, should be governed. In this context, should the state—and by
what means—address populism, which has undermined many states previously
regarded as exemplary? The central question remains: how will European values
evolve, and what role will the media play to ensure that the EU remains one of the
leaders in a multipolar world? Which body should transform the media into a strategic
factor for national security without being remembered historically as a censor?



V. Conclusion

Considering the candidate’s personal qualities, active professional engagement,
contributions, and the perspectives generated by his works for future scholarly, socio-
political, and media discourse, | consider my unequivocally positive evaluation to be
objective and indisputable.

| vote in favor and recommend that the academic jury award Dr. Mitko Antonov Dimitrov
the academic position of Associate Professor in the Department of National Security
and Public Administration at South-West University “Neofit Rilski,” in the professional
field 9.1, “National Security,” in accordance with the competition announced in State
Gazette No. 30 of 8 April 2025.

Statement prepared by:

[Prof. Dr. V. lvanov/
31 September 2025
Sofia, Bulgaria
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