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S
ey o CTAHOBHUILE

Ot:  0oy. 0-p I'epeana ['eopeuesa Aneenosa
[Oz203anaoen ynusepcumem ,, Heogpum Puncku
Hayuna cneyuannocm ,, Hkonomuka u ynpagnenue na mypuzma

OTHOCHO:  AMCEepTAalMOHEH TPYyJ 3a MpUCHXKIaHE Ha oOpa3oBaTelHA W HayyHa
CTENEH ,,AOKTOP* 10 Mxonomuka u ynpaenenue na mypusma B 1O3Y
,Heoput Puncku*

ABTOp Ha JuCEepPTAlMOHHUS TPYA: Poman Hukonos Cmosnos
Tema Ha AUCEPTALIMOHHUS TPYI: Ho3uyuonupane na bvaeapus na
U3paeNcKus mypucmudecku na3ap

OcHoeanue 3a IpeACTaBsIHE HA CTAHOBUIIIETO: YYacTHE B ChCTaBa HA HAYUYHOTO KypHU
IO 3allMTa Ha JUCEPTAUMOHHUS TPy chriiacHo 3amnosen Ne2693 ot 28.10.2025 r. Ha
3am.-pexropa no HUJI va FO3Y ,,Heodut Puncku

I. O60o0menn JaHHM 32 TOKTOPAHTA, IUCEPTALUOHHHUSA TPYA M CBbpP3aHaTa C
HEro Hay4YHa MpPoayKUMs

ITpe3 2021 1. Poman CTOSIHOB € 3a4MCIIeH KaTO JOKTOPAHT B peAoBHa (popma
Ha oOydenwue. J[ucepranTpT ce € oOyuaBan B xameopa ,, Typuszvm*, Cmonancku
Gaxynmem na IO3Y ,,Heogpum Puncku‘‘ no nayuna cneyuarnocm ,, Mxonomuxa u
ynpaeneHue Ha mypusma “, npoghecuonanno nanpasierue 3.9 Typuszvm, obracm Ha
sucue oopazosarnue 3. Coyuannu, CmonaHcKu u nPasHu HAyKu.

Ot npencraBeHara 6uorpaduyHa crpaBKa € BUAHO, Y€ JOKTOpaHT CTOSHOB
UMa YNpasieHCKU Onum 8 pasziudhu npogecuoHairHu cgepu, Kato OXpaHUTEIHA,
CIIOpPTHA, KyJATypHa U mpeanpuemadecka jgerHocT. Ot 2024 r. 10 MOMEHTa TOi
M3MBIHSABA (YHKIIMUTE Ha Tpejacenaren Ha HaruoHamHus ChBET Ha €BpEHCKUTE
opranuzanuu B bearapus, a ot 2020 r. e npencenaren Ha @onganus ,,buiarapo-
€BpEICKU KYNTYpeH HWHCTUTYT", KOETO 3aKOHOMEPHO MOTHBHpa H300pa Ha
JUCEpTAllMOHHA TeMa M MMa MpsKa Bpb3Ka C MpeaMeTra W o0xBaTa Ha HAYYHOTO
n3cnenBane. [IpeacTaBeHUAT AUCEPTAIMOHEH TPY Pa3riiek/1a 3HaYuMa U akTyaJlHa
3a OBJrapcKusi HayyeH M TMPAKTUKO-TIPUIIONKEH KOHTEKCT MpobiieMaThKa, KaTo
MpoQEeCUOHATHUAT WHTEPEC Ha aBTOpa MPEJCTaBIsABA OTIMYHA MPEANOCTaBKA 3a
pa3paboTBaHETO HA KAYECTBEHO M HAYYHO apryMEHTHUPAHO W3CIIeIBaHE.

Jlucepmayuonnusm mpyo ce cocmou om 221 cmpanuyu. OCHOBHHUAT TEKCT
(185 cTpanuim) chabpka U WIOCTPATUBEH MaTepuai oT 45 durypu u 7 Tabauiu.
JHucepranusara BkitouBa ote oudaunorpadus (17 ctpanunm), nse npuaoxenus (16



CTpaHMIIM), U CMHUCHK Ha (urypu u Tabmuiu (2 crpanunu). bubmuorpadckust
amapart BKJItouBa 236 U3TOYHMKA, OT KOUTO 57 ca Ha Kupwinia u 179 - Ha JaTuHULA.

Cmpyxkmypama na oucepmayuoHHus mpyo C€ XapaKTepU3upa C JOrMYecKa
MOCJIEIOBATEIHOCT U € CbhoOpa3eHa C IPUJIOCTHOTO  pasrjexJIaHe Ha
M3CIIEI0OBATENICKHS MTPO0JieM, B ChOTBETCTBUE C MOCTUTAaHETO Ha (GopMyliMpaHara
u3ciieoBaTescka 1en. JIucepTaluoHHUAT TPYH € CTPYKTYpUpaH B YBOJ, TpHU
OCHOBHH TJIaBH U 3aKJIFOUEHHE, KaTO MOJIOKUTEIHO BIIEYATICHUE TPABU MPAKTUKATA
Ha JlucepTaHTa J1a GopMyJupa Mociae0BaTeIHU MEXIMHHU U3BOIU B Kpas Ha BCSKa
ornenHa riaBa. I/epea 2nasa € TIOCBETEHA Ha TEOPETHUYEH Tperien u
CUCTEMaTHU3allMs Ha TOHATUITHUS anapaT U Ha BOACIIUTE KOHIIENTYaTH! TOCTAHOBKHU
B 00J1acTTa Ha CTpaTernYecKusi MApKETUHT Ha TYPUCTHUECKUTE IECTUHALIUU. Bmopa
enasa € poxKycrpaHa BbpXy EMIMPUYHMS aHATIN3 Ha MO3ULIMOHUPaHETO Ha bparapus
Ha U3PAeJICKUs TyPUCTUUYECKH Ta3ap, KaTo ce pa3riiexkaaT KIIOUOBU IMOBEICHYECKU
W Ta3apHU UHOUKATOpU. Ipema 2nasa mpeAcTaBs pa3zpaboTkara, HaydHaTa
BaNUJAMs U [PAKTHUYECKOTO IMPWIAraHe Ha MOJEN 3a CTPaTerHyecKo
JECTUHAIMOHHO  TO3WIMOHUpPAHE, KAaKTO M HACOKM 32  PEJICBAHTHUTE
3aMHTEPECOBAHU CTPAHHU.

Temama e c BUCOKa aKTyaJIHOCT, OOyCJIOBEHa OT HEOOXOAMMOCTTAa OT
CTpaTETUYECKO MO3UIIMOHUPaHe Ha bbiarapus Ha U3paenckus TypUCTUYECKH Na3ap B
yCIIOBUSITA HA MOCTHAHJEMUYHU TpaHCHOpMAalUU, JUTUTAIAZALMS U JTUHAMUYHO
MIPOMEHSIIN C€ TYpPUCTHUECKH Harnacu. Oboekmvm U npedmemvm Ha U3CIEIBAHETO
ca KOpPEKTHO ONpeNeieHH, BBIPEKH JieKkara BepOalHa pa3TOYUTETHOCT BbHB
dbopmynupoBkara. [Jerma Ha IUCEPTAMOHHUS TPYH € ACHO (QopMmyiHpaHa H
00OCHOBaHa, KaKTO M CBBP3aHUTE C Hes YETHPHU U3CIe008ameicKu 3a0adu.
Hszcnedosamenckama mesa € popmynrpaHa nperu3Ho, Kato MocTaBsi POKyc BbPXY
HEOOXOAMMOCTTa OT HWHTErpUpaH MOJENI 3a CTPATeruyecko JECTUHAIMOHHO
NO3ULMOHUPAHE.

W3cnenoBaTesICKUAT NPOLEC M3IOJ3BA  XeMEPOSEHHU HAYYHU Memoou,
OCUTypsIBallli ~ KOMIUIEKCEH TMOAXOA KbM aHanmuza. Memodonocusma Ha
uscie0ganemo CbuyeTaBa TEOPETUYEH aHajiu3 U EMIHUPUYHU [POYyUYBAHUS.
Konuenrtyannara paMka e u3rpajieHa 4pe3 CuCTeMaTH4eH Mperiie/] Ha JTUTeparypara,
Ma3apHOTO MO3UIMOHMpaHe Ha bbirapus - upe3 cpaBHUTEICH aHAIN3 Ha [IEHOBATa
KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCT, a BB3MPHUITHSITA U MOBEJCHUETO HA U3PACIICKUTE TYPUCTH
U TYpONEepaTopu ca W3CIEABAHUW 4Ype3 OHJANWH aHKETH U TOJYCTPYKTypHpaHU
uHTepBioTa. JlanHWTe ca o00paboOTeHW U BU3YAIM3UPAHH C MOAXOJSIIU
CTaTUCTUYECKHU TEXHUKH, OCUTYPSBAILLY HAJAECKIHOCT U 0OOCHOBAHOCT HA U3BOJIUTE.

JHoxtopant Poman CTOSHOB ce € 3a103Hall ¢ BHYIIUTEIeH Opoi iumepamypru
U3MOYyHUyYU, KOWUTO CH3JaBaT YCTOMYMB HaydeH (YHIAMEHT 3a MPOBEACHOTO
u3cienBane. L{lutupaHeTo Ha M3TOYHULMTE € KOPEKTHO M HAITBJIHO OTrOBaps Ha
CTaHJApTUTE 32 HAy4YHA €TUKA.

[IpeacraBenute dYeTHpu nyoauKayuu, TPU CAMOCTOSITEIIHW M e€AHa B
ChaBTOPCTBO, OTpPa3sBAT HAyYHUTE MOCTWKEHUS Ha JOKTOPAHTAa U MPEACTABAT
pe3ylTaTUTe OT AUCEPTALMOHHMS TPYH Npe] akageMuyHaTa W IMpodecroHaliHa
oburHocT. Te HaaBUIIIABAaT MUHUMAJTHUTE HAlIMOHATHHU U3UCKBAHUSA 32 IPUI00UBaHe
Ha OHC ,,noxtop®, kato gokTOopanT CTOSHOB € peanusupai oomo 40 ToUKu.



II. Ouenka Ha HAyYHHMTE M HA NPAKTHYECKHUTE Pe3yJTaTH M NPHHOCH HA
NpeICcTaABeHUs] JUCEPTALMOHEH TPY/

Memooonocusma € HaydyHO oOOOCHOBaHa, J00pe CTpPyKTypupaHa U
KOpECIIOHJMpa C IOCTaBEHUTE LeJI M 3aJayd Ha aucepraumsTa. [loayuenume
pe3yimamu NpUTeXaBaT HAYyYHO-TPUJIOKEH XapaKkTep W MpeCcTaBiIsBaT cTaOuIHa
OCHOBa 3a pPa3pabOTBAHETO HA MOJEN 3a CTPAaTEerMyecKko IO3ULUOHHMPAHE Ha
necTuHaIus beiarapust Ha U3paescKusi TypUCTUYECKHU Tazap.

B romsma crenen mnpuemam (OpMyNHMpaHUTE OT AOKTOPAHTA HAYYHO-
NPUNIOJCHU NPUHOCU KATO PEJIEBAHTHU M J0OpE apryMEHTUPAHHU, C U3KIIIOUEHUE Ha
TPETHsI, YUSATO IPUIIOKUMOCT OU OHJIa ONpaBaHa, MpU YCIOBHE Y€ aBTOPHT € JTUUHO
AQHTAKHUPaAH B TYPUCTUYECKUS CEKTOP.

[IpyHOCHUTE MOMEHTH MPEACTABIABAT JUYHO IOCTHKEHUE Ha aBTOpa U
CIIy’KaT KaTo yOeIMTEIHO JOKa3aTeJICTBO 32 HEroBaTa HAYYHOM3CJIEIO0BATEIICKA U
npodecrnoHanTHa KOMIIETEHTHOCT.

III. Kpurtuynu 0ejieskKM U NPenopbKH

JlucepTallMOHHUAT TPyl OTrOBaps HA BCUYKW YCTAHOBEHU Hay4YHH CTaHIAPTH.
bux umacvpuunra nucepraHTa Aa NPOABIDKU U3CICABAHUATA CH B Ta3W HACOKA, ThU
KaTo ToBa OM oOoraTHJI0 Hay4yHaTa OCHOBa 3a pa3paboTBaHETO Ha e(EKTUBHU
MapKETUHIOBU CTPAaTErMM U 3a ONTHUMAJIHOTO HW3MOJ3BaHE HA TYPUCTUYECKUTE
pecypcu Ha bearapus Ha uzpaenckus nasap.

IV. 3akawouenue

B 3axmouenwe cunmtam, dYe pa3paOOTEHUAT JUCEPTAIMOHEH TPYI
npeAcTaBisiBa 3aBbpileHO u3cienBane. JJokropant Poman CTOSIHOB JIeMOHCTpUpa
YMEHHUS 3a CaMOCTOSTENTHO TMPOBEXJIAHE HAa HAy4YHO H3CIeABAHE M OOOCHOBAHO
(dhopMyHMpaHe Ha HAYYHU 3aKITIOYEHUS U TTPENOPHKHU, KOETO MOTBBPIKIaBa HETOBATA
Hay4YHa MOATOTOBKA.

Bcuuko TOBa MU JaBa OCHOBaHWE Na WM3pass NOJONCUMENHA OYEeHKd 3a
NPUCBHICOAHEmOo Ha 0OPaA308ameHama u Hay4Ha cmenem ,,00Kmop *“ Ha OOKMopaHm
Poman Huxonoe Cmosnos no nayunama cneyuaniocm ,, Ukonomuka u ynpaeieHue
Ha mypuszma‘’, npogecuonarno Hanpaenenue 3.9 Typuzvm, obracm ua sucuie
oopazosanue 3. Coyuanru, CMONancKu U NPasHU HAyKU.

27.11.2025 r. H3z2omeun cmanosuwemo:. ................
bnaroesrpag
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ACADEMIC OPINION

Written by: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Gergana Georgieva Angelova
South-West University “Neofit Rilski”
Scientific Specialty: Economics and Management of Tourism

Regarding: dissertation for the award of the educational and scientific degree of
“doctor” in the professional field 3.9 Tourism, scientific specialty
“Economics and Management of Tourism” at SWUNR.

Author of the dissertation: Roman Nikolov Stoyanov
Topic of the dissertation: Positioning of Bulgaria on the Israeli Tourism
Market

Grounds for the academic opinion submission: participation in the scientific jury for
the public defense of the dissertation in accordance with Order No. Ne2693/
28.10.2025 of the Vice-Rector for Scientific Research of SWUNR, Blagoevgrad

I. Summary Information on the Doctoral Candidate, Dissertation, and Related
Scientific Output

In 2021, Roman Stoyanov was admitted as a full-time doctoral student. The
candidate has been enrolled in the Department of Tourism, Faculty of Economics,
South-West University “Neofit Rilski” specializing in Economics and Tourism
Management, professional field 3.9 Tourism, higher education area 3. Social,
Economic, and Legal Sciences.

According to the submitted biographical information, PhD candidate
Stoyanov has managerial experience across various professional sectors, including
security, sports, culture, and entrepreneurship. Since 2024, he has served as Chair of
the National Council of Jewish Organizations in Bulgaria, and since 2020, as Chair
of the Bulgarian-Jewish Cultural Institute Foundation, which naturally informs the
choice of his dissertation topic and is directly related to the subject and scope of the
research. The presented dissertation addresses a significant issue within the
Bulgarian academic and applied context and the author’s professional interest
provides an excellent foundation for conducting a high-quality, scientifically
grounded study.

The dissertation consists of 221 pages. The main text (185 pages) includes
illustrative material comprising 45 figures and 7 tables. The dissertation also contains



a bibliography (17 pages), two appendices (16 pages), and a list of figures and tables
(2 pages). The bibliographic apparatus comprises 236 sources, of which 57 are in
Cyrillic and 179 in Latin script.

The dissertation structure is logically consistent and aligned with the
comprehensive examination of the research problem ensuring the achievement of the
stated research objective. The work is organized into an introduction, three main
chapters, and a conclusion, with the practice of formulating sequential intermediate
conclusions at the end of each chapter being particularly commendable. The first
chapter is dedicated to a theoretical review and systematization of the conceptual
apparatus and leading constructs in the field of strategic marketing of tourist
destinations. The second chapter focuses on an empirical analysis of Bulgaria’s
positioning in the Israeli tourism market considering key behavioral and market
indicators. The third chapter presents the development, scientific validation, and
practical application of a model for strategic destination positioning along with
guidance for relevant stakeholders.

The topic is highly relevant due to the need for strategic positioning of
Bulgaria on the Israeli tourism market under post-pandemic transformations,
digitalization, and dynamically changing tourist attitudes. The object and subject of
the study are correctly defined, despite minor verbal redundancy in their formulation.
The dissertation aim is clearly formulated and justified along with the four associated
research objectives. The research thesis is precisely stated emphasizing the necessity
of an integrated model for strategic destination positioning.

The research process employs heterogeneous scientific methods ensuring a
comprehensive analytical approach. The methodology combines theoretical analysis
and empirical investigations. The conceptual framework is constructed through a
systematic literature review; Bulgaria’s market positioning is assessed via a
comparative analysis of price competitiveness; and the perceptions and behavior of
Israeli tourists and tour operators are examined through online surveys and semi-
structured interviews. The data are processed and visualized using appropriate
statistical techniques ensuring the reliability and validity of the conclusions.

Doctoral candidate Roman Stoyanov has engaged with an extensive body of
literature, which provides a solid scientific foundation for the study. Source citation
is accurate and fully adheres to the standards of academic integrity.

The four submitted publications, three independent and one co-authored,
reflect the doctoral candidate’s scholarly achievements and present the dissertation
results to the academic and professional community. They exceed the national
minimum requirements for obtaining a PhD degree, with the candidate earning a total
of 40 points

I1. Evaluation of the Scientific and Applied Results and Contributions

The methodology 1is scientifically justified, well-structured, and corresponds
to the stated aim and objectives of the dissertation. The results obtained possess
applied scientific significance and provide a solid foundation for the development of
a model for the strategic positioning of Bulgaria as a tourist destination on the Israeli
market.



To alarge extent, I consider the scientific and applied contributions formulated
by the doctoral candidate to be relevant and well-argued, with the exception of the
third contribution, whose applicability would be justified if the author were
personally engaged in the tourism sector.

The contributions represent the author’s personal achievements and serve as
convincing evidence of his research and professional competence.

III. Critical Remarks and Recommendations

The dissertation meets all established scientific standards. I would encourage
the doctoral candidate to continue research in this area as it would enrich the
scientific basis for the development of effective marketing strategies and the optimal
utilization of Bulgaria’s tourism resources on the Israeli market.

IV. Conclusion

I consider the presented dissertation to constitute a complete and thoroughly
conducted study. Doctoral candidate Roman Stoyanov has demonstrated the ability
to independently carry out scientific research and to formulate well-founded
conclusions and recommendations, which confirms his academic competence.

All of the above provides me with solid grounds to express a positive
assessment regarding the award of the educational and scientific degree of “doctor”
to Roman Nikolov Stoyanov in the scientific specialty “Economics and Management
of Tourism”, professional field 3.9 Tourism, within the higher education area 3.
Social, Economic, and Legal Sciences.

27.11.2025 Signature: ...............
Blagoevgrad
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