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oT nou. A-p Maptun HukonaeB OCUKOBCKHU, YJeH HA HAYYHO
KYpH B KOHKYpC 3a 3aeMaHe Ha akaagemuyHata JurbxxHoct JOLIEHT,
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OmmnocHo: Hayynama, Hay41Ho-npuiosciama u npogbecuOHanHo-aKadeMutmama

oetiHocm U NPOOYKYUsl, NpedCcmaseHa om Y4acmHuyume 8 KOHKYpca

Kanaunar: n-p Cunsust Mapraputosa [letposa

I. O600meHu NaHHHU 32 HAYYHATa NPOAYKIHS U JIeiiHOCTTa HA KAaHAUAATA
J-p CunBus IletpoBa yudacTBa B 0OsIBEHMsI KOHKYpC 3a JIOLIEHT C JBE
MoOHOrpaduy Ha OBIrapcku e3uK, oo1o 15 cratuy, B T.4. €1Ha Ha aHIVIMUCKU U
14 Ha ObATapCKU €3UK, U eHa cTyAus Ha Obiarapcku e3uk. OTIeNHO OT TOBa €
OpeJICTaBeH U CHUCBK OT TpuUJeceT M eaHa Myonukauuu (B T.4. €/1HA
MoHorpadusi, 1Be yueOHHU rmomarajia B CbaBTOPCTBO U 28 CTaTHM) U3BbH LIEIUTE
Ha KoHKypca. [Ipe3 roaunure kanauaaTkara € padoThia KaTo YHUBEPCUTETCKU
npenogasaten B fOrozamannust u Coduilckusi yHUBEPCUTETU U KaTO Hay4deH
peaaKTop Ha B€ MEKAYHAPOJAHH MEPUOANYHN HAyYHHU U3JaHUsl HA U3/1aTEICTBO
»A3-0yku*“ — crnucanuara Quiocopus u Yyocooezuxkoso obyuenue. HeltHute
HAYYHU MHTEPECH W MOCTHKEHUS, KAaKTO MOKa3BaT MPUJIOKEHHUTE ITyOIuKaluy,
ca B IIOJIETO Ha TeopusATa Ha MeIUUTe, MeAUWHATa KyJITypa U MeJuiHaTa
aHTponoJorusi, a cneuupuIHUIT UM (POKyC Momnaja BbpXy TeMara 3a HOBUTE

MeJiH KaTo (hakTop Ha KyJITypHA MIPOMSIHA.



II. OueHka Ha HAYYHHTE U HA NPAKTHYECKHUTE Pe3yJITATH U IPUHOCH HA
npeacTaBeHaTa 32 yYacTHe B KOHKYpca TBOpYecKa NMPOAyKIHs

CpoOpazsiBaiiku ce ¢ TEeXHUYECKUTe M3MCKBaHUS Ha MO-KPaTKHs KaHp Ha
CTAHOBHMIIIETO, 1€ OrpaHMya OllEHKaTa CU J0 MpeJcTaBeHaTa 3a HaCTOSLIUS
KOHKypc MoHorpadusi — Hoeu meduu u nocmucmuna (bnaroesrpam: YU
,Heodput Puncku®, 2024).

Momnorpadusra npenjara Ha 4yuTaTelsl BCceOOXBaTeH U CUCTeMaTHYeH
norJie]l BbpXy MeIUUHUTE U3MEpeHMs] Ha TemaTa 3a noctuctuHara. ChriacHo
yBOJIa, BOJACIIUAT CTPEMEeX Ha paboTaTa € Jia PeI0CTaBh OTTOBOP ,,Ha BBIIPOCa
KaKBU sIBIEHHUsI 0003Ha4aBa MOCTUCTHUHATA U KaKBU Ca TEXHUTE ,,[TOCIIEJICTBUS
3a QyHKIIMOHUpPaHEeTO Ha myosmyuHaTta chepa® (ctp. 11). B To3m mopsapk Haii-
Hampea € oOChJeHa HCTOpHUsiTa Ha TPYJHOTO 3a €IHO3HAYHO JAeduHUpaHe
MOHSTHE 32 MOCTUCTUHA (CTp. 22-29), KaTO HAKPATKO ca OuepTaHU paMKHUTE Ha
non0paHu YTBBPACHU (QMIOCOGOCKA TEOpWH 3a WCTHHATA, OT KOWTO TOBa
MOHSATHE ce OTKbcBa (cTp. 15-22). B 1. 2 e pasrspHata cBoeoOpazHa
TaKCOHOMHUSI Ha pa3HOOOpa3HUTE HOBU ,,IOCTUCTUHHHU KOMYHUKAallMUOHHU
dbopmH, KaTO aKLUEHTHT TYK IOMNaja Haii-Beue BbpXy (ailnBUTe HOBUHU (CTP.
45-53); pemoMm c TAX ca pasrielaHd M CPOJHUTE >XaHPOBE/TIOIKaHPOBE Ha
,»JOKbHK* HOBUHMTE, TpaJUIMOHHATa IpoMaraHja, ajJTepHaTUBHUTE (HaKTH,
CaTUPUYHO-TIAPOJUUHUTE HOBUHHU, CIyXoBeTe OOMOM, TICEBIOHOBHUHUTE,
W3MaMHHUTE HOBUHM W aaBepTopuana (ctp. 53-62). OO6chaeHu ca oOImUTe
XapaKTEePUCTUKKA M  CONCUUMPUYHM OTJIMKM Ha  Je3uHpopMauusTa U
MHUCHH(pOpMAaIAATa KaTo MO-00IIM THUIOBE HA pa3IMYHUTE BUAOBE (DaITUBU
MeIUiHM paskazu (ctp. 65-72). Hakpas ca pasrmienaHu U crnerudUYHHUTE
HarJlacu Ha MeAuiHuTe MyOJNWKHW, KOMTO WMaT TJIlaBHA 3aciyra 3a Obp30To
pa3npocTpaHeHre Ha MeJuiHaTa noctuctuHa (ctTp. 72-76).

I'n. 3 ce oOpbiua KbM MpearcTOpUsiTa Ha BCUYKO TOBa, (pOoKycupailiku ce
KbM T.Hap. ,,Jpa)KJJaHCKa >KypHAJIUCTUKA KaTo cBoeoOpaseH ,,[pelIeCTBEHUK

Ha HacCTosdllaTa IMOCTUCTUHHA CUTyalus, B KOSATO 1'[}/6J'II/IKI/ITe craBaT OCHOBCH



MPOU3BOAMTENl Ha MeauiHO Cchabpxkanue* (ctp. 78-29). B nmwpnboumnHa ca
pasriefaHy KakTO pa3IMYHUTE acleKTH Ha CaMOTO MOHSTHE 3a TpaxkJaHCKa
KypHamuctuka (cTp. 82-87), Taka M KOHKPETHUTE MPAKTHKH, CBBP3aHU C
HEHOTO HaBIM3aHe B JKypHaIMCTHYecKaTa cdepa U cleaBamiata OTTYK
nernpodecronanuzaius Ha nmojeto ot 1990-te nacetrne (ctp. 87 u ci.). I'n. 4 ce
HacodBa KbM ,,[IPOCMYKBAaHETO Ha CHUTyalldsATa Ha TIOCTUCTHHA B THhKAaHTa Ha
nyonuuHoctTa M300mo (ctp. 102) — enuH mporec, KOWTO BOIU J0
yCTaHOBSIBaHEe Ha ,,HOB PEXHUM Ha IMyOJMYHOCT, OCHOBaH Ha He3zabenexuma
enucTeMoliorust Ha BnustHueTo (ctp. 129). B nocnennara ri. 5 ca pazrienanu u
€IHU OT Hal-XxapaKTepHUTe KOMYHUKAIIMOHHHU ,,lepou” Ha Tazu TroJysmMa
MpoMsiHa — UHTEpHET TpoJsioBeTe (cTp. 138 u ci).

Ouenkata Mu 3a mpencraBeHata mMoHorpadusi Ha Cunsus IlerpoBa e
BHCOKA 10 HAKOJIKO NMpu4uHU. [Ipenn Bcuuko, Ha OBJITapcKus YuTaTeN 3a MbPBU
BT Ce Mpeljara BceoOXBaTHO H3cje[BaHe Mo u30paHarta Temarta. BTopo,
aBTOpKaTa paboTH ¢ BHYIIMTEIHA IO 00eM M3clieloBaTesIcKa TuTepaTrypa, HoO He
MacCMBHO, a B JHWB W IIOJ30TBOPEH KpUTHYECKH nauanor. Tpero, TeKCThT
ybenutenHo 3allliTaBa OpWUIMHATHATa aBTOpPOBA Te3a, Y€ Karo KyJITypeH
(deHOMEeH TIOCTUCTHMHATA BB3HMKBA B IIpecedyHara TOYKa Ha MEIUHHO-
TEXHOJIOTUYEH MPOOUB, COLMANHA KpHU3a W JIbJIOMHHA MOJUTHYECKAa MPOMSHA.

HaMI/IpaM TOBA 34 CbUIECTBCH IIPUHOCCH MOMCHT.

III. KpuTuuHu Gesie:KKu M NPenopbKU

Temata, n30Opana ot aBTOpKara, € Obp30pa3BUBAlla C€ U PA3TIIEKIAHETO
Ha HSIKOMW MPEeIU3BUKATETHU HEWMHHU acleKTH MO0 HeU30eKHOCT HEe € HaMepHiio
MSCTO B MpejicTaBeHaTa MoHorpadus. Haif-BaXXHHUST OT TAX criopea MEH 3acsra
KJIaCUYeCKHsI BBIPOC 3a TpaHULIUTe Ha MeauiiHaTta cBoOoaa. Bmpouem
HeChIVIacUsATa MO TO3H BBIPOC ChI'BTCTBAT UCTOPUATA HA €BPOINEIHCKHS Iedar
oT camoTo 1 Havano. Haif-o61mo ka3aHo, B TIXHOTO pa3rpbllaHe MoOraT Ja ce

OTKpOAT TpHU Bb3PACTH: CIOHA ,,Mnaz[queCKa“ Bb3pacCT, 3aBbpliniia CbC



3aKOHOJIaTeTHUS TPUyM{ Ha uesTa 3a CBOOOIeH, HelleH3ypHupaH IevaT B Kp. Ha
1780-te m nau. Ha 1790-Te 1. (¢ Jleknapamusara 3a mpaBaTa Ha 4HOBeKa U
rpaxnaanrHa ot 1789 r. m mpuemanero Ha I[IppBata mompaBka/moOaBka KbM
Amepukanckata KoHcTuTyTuls ot 1791 r.); CnenBa BTOpa, ,FOHOIIECKa“
BB3pacT, KyJMUHHUpaIla BbB Bb3X0/la Ha UesTa 3a caMoperyjalus Ha nevara
KaTO CpeICTBO 3a 3allliTa OT 3JI0ynoTpedu ¢ Heroata cBobona. Ta3zu unes
noJiy4yaBa MbpBOHAYAJIEH M3pa3 B U3BECTHUS JIOKJIAJ] Ha KOMUCUATA ,, X BTUMHC
oT 1947 r. — equH ropuuB ypok oT kpasg Ha 1920-te, 1930-te u HavyanoTo Ha
1940-te roguuu, 6e3npereeHTHO ,,MacCMeAUNHN" TeceTUIIeTUsI B eBporeiickaTa
HCTOpUS, HO ¥ BpeMe Ha pa3rpblllaHe B CTPAXOBUTA MBJIHOTA Ha MpOMaraH Hus
MOTEHIMaJl Ha  TOraBalllHUTe ,HOBU  MEIUU"  KaTo  paJuoTo U
kuHematorpadusita. TperaTta, mocienna ,,Bb3pact, € Ta3u Ha MOCTUCTUHHATA
MeauiiHa cutyanus, kbM koato u Cunsus [leTpoBa ce oOpbiia B cBOs Tpya. A3
Oux U IIpenopbyal Jja HalmpaBu caMOOYEBH IHATA Clie/iBallla Kpayka U Jja HacOuu
U3CIIeIOBATEICKOTO CHM BHHUMaHHe KbM TIpelu3BUKATENICTBaTa, KOUTO CTOST
npea MenuiiHata cBoOOJa JHEC — KOraTo BUCOKOTEXHOJOTMUYHHUTE MeAUNHU

MMPAaKTHUKH CC IIPECCJIBAT OTBbA ,,I/ICTI/IHaTa“ B ,I[O6pI/I$[ CTap CMUCDHII Ha AyMara.

IV. 3akaouenne

Bb3 ocHOoBa Ha mpejcTaBeHUTE MaTepuaid, KakTo U Bb3 OCHOBA Ha
J'BJITOTOIMIIIHUTE CU BIICUATIICHHUs] OT akajeMuyHara pabora Ha aA-p CunBus
[letpoBa, 0e3 konebaHuMe NOAKpENsM W30UpaHETO M Ha akKaJeMuyHaTa

TUTBXKHOCT ,,io1ieHT B FO3Y ,Heodut Puncku®.

Hara: 06.01.2026 r. Unen Ha  XKypUTO:

PernamenTt (EC) 2016/679 Ha EBponeiickus
napnameHT u Ha CbeeTa ot 27 .04.2016 r.

(Iloonuc)



ACADEMIC EVALUATIVE STATEMENT
by Assoc. Prof. Dr Martin Nikolaev Osikovski, member of the Academic Jury
for the open competition for the academic position of ASSOCIATE
PROFESSOR, announced by Neofit Rilski South-West University in Darzhaven
Vestnik 82 (7 Oct 2025)

Re: application materials submitted by Dr Silvia Margaritova Petrova in the

aforementioned competition

I. SUMMARY OF THE CANDIDATE’S SCHOLARLY OUTPUT AND
ACADEMIC ACTIVITY

Dr Silvia Petrova has submitted two monographs in Bulgarian, fifteen
articles (one in English and fourteen in Bulgarian), and one scholarly study in
Bulgarian for the announced competition for the academic position of Associate
Professor. As well, she has submitted a list of thirty-one further publications
outside the scope of the present competition (including one monograph, two co-
authored teaching aids, and twenty-eight articles). Over the years, the candidate
has worked as a university lecturer at the South-West University and Sofia
University, and as a scholarly editor of two international academic periodicals
published by Az-Buki Publishing House—Philosophy and Foreign Language
Teaching. Her research interests and achievements, as evidenced by the
publications submitted, lie in the fields of media theory, media culture, and
media anthropology, with a specific focus on new media as a driver of cultural

change.

II. EVALUATION OF THE CANDIDATE’S SCHOLARLY
ACHIEVEMENTS
Given the specific constraints of the shorter genre of an evaluative

statement, 1 shall limit my assessment to the monograph submitted by the



candidate—her monograph titled New Media and Post-Truth (Blagoevgrad:
University Press “Neofit Rilski”, 2024).

The monograph offers a comprehensive and systematic analysis of the
media dimensions of post-truth. As stated in the introduction, the author seeks to
answer the question ‘what phenomena the term post-truth designates’ and what
consequences these phenomena entail for the functioning of the public sphere (p.
11).

The study first examines the history of the concept of post-truth, which
resists unambiguous definitions (pp. 22-29), and outlines the principal
philosophical theories of truth from which the concept departs (pp. 15-22).
Chapter 2 develops a taxonomy, as it were, of new ‘post-truth’ communicative
forms, placing particular emphasis on fake news (pp. 45-53). Alongside them,
the author analyses related genres/subgenres: junk news, traditional propaganda,
alternative facts, satirical-parodic news, rumour bombs, pseudo-news, deceptive
news, and advertorials (pp. 53—62). The chapter further discusses the shared
characteristics and distinguishing features of disinformation and misinformation
as broader categories encompassing various types of false media narratives (pp.
65—72). The author then turns to the specific audience attitudes that largely
account for the rapid dissemination of post-truth media content (pp. 72—76).

Chapter 3 addresses the prehistory of the themes discussed in the previous
two chapters, focusing on ‘citizen journalism’ as a ‘precursor to the current post-
truth situation, in which audiences become primary producers of media content’
(pp. 78-79). The analysis examines both the conceptual dimensions of citizen
journalism (pp. 82—87) and the concrete practices accompanying its expansion
into the journalistic field, together with the resulting de-professionalisation of
journalism since the 1990s (p. 87 ff.). Chapter 4 analyses the diffusion of post-
truth into the very fabric of the public sphere (p. 102), a process that establishes
‘a new regime of publicity grounded in an unobtrusive epistemology of

influence’ (p. 129). The final chapter examines one of the most characteristic



communicative ‘characters’ in the spectacle of this transformation: internet trolls
(p. 138 ft.).

My assessment of the submitted monograph is very highly for several
reasons. First, the monograph offers the first comprehensive study of this topic
available to Bulgarian readers. Second, the author engages with an impressive
body of scholarly literature—not passively, but through a sustained and
productive critical dialogue. Third, the book convincingly advances an original
thesis: as a cultural phenomenon, post-truth emerges at the intersection of
technological media breakthroughs, social crisis, and deep political

transformation. I regard this as a significant scholarly contribution.

III. CRITICAL REMARKS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The topic chosen by the author is developing at a rapid pace, and hence
the monograph understandably does not address all of its challenging aspects. In
my view, the most important one of these touches the classical topos of
limitations on media freedom.

Disagreements on this issue accompany the history of the European press
from its very beginnings. Broadly speaking, their development unfolds across
three consecutive ‘ages’. The first, an age of ‘infancy’, culminated in the
legislative triumph of the idea of a free, uncensored press at the end of the
1780s/beginning of the 1790s, with the Declaration of the Rights of Man and of
the Citizen (1789) and the First Amendment to the US Constitution (1791). The
second, ‘adolescent’ age culminated in the rise of the idea of press self-
regulation as a means of protecting media freedom from abuse. This idea found
its classic expression in the Hutchins Commission Report of 1947—a sobering
lesson drawn from the late 1920s/1930s/early 1940s, all decades of
unprecedented mass media expansion, but also ones that revealed, with
frightening clarity, the propaganda potential of the ‘new media’ of their time,

such as radio and cinema. The third and most recent ‘age’ in this sequence is



perhaps where the whole post-truth media situation belongs—precisely the
subject chosen by Silvia Petrova for her monograph. Hence, I would encourage
the author to take the self-evident further step of exploring the challenges
confronting media freedom today—as hi-tech media practices migrate beyond

‘truth’ in the good old classical sense of the term.

IV. CONCLUSION

In view of my evaluation of the submitted application materials, as well as based
on my long-standing impressions of Dr Silvia Petrova’s academic work, it is my
pleasure to fully support her application for the academic position of Associate

Professor at Neofit Rilski South-West University.

PernameHT (EC) 2016/679 Ha EBponeickus
napnameHT n Ha CbBeTa oT 27 .04.2016 T.

6 January 2026

(signature)



