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ACADEMIC EVALUATIVE STATEMENT 

by Assoc. Prof. Dr Martin Nikolaev Osikovski, member of the Academic Jury 

for the open competition for the academic position of ASSOCIATE 

PROFESSOR, announced by Neofit Rilski South-West University in Darzhaven 

Vestnik 82 (7 Oct 2025) 

 

Re: application materials submitted by Dr Silvia Margaritova Petrova in the 

aforementioned competition 

 

ACADEMIC ACTIVITY 

Dr Silvia Petrova has submitted two monographs in Bulgarian, fifteen 

articles (one in English and fourteen in Bulgarian), and one scholarly study in 

Bulgarian for the announced competition for the academic position of Associate 

Professor. As well, she has submitted a list of thirty-one further publications 

outside the scope of the present competition (including one monograph, two co-

authored teaching aids, and twenty-eight articles). Over the years, the candidate 

has worked as a university lecturer at the South-West University and Sofia 

University, and as a scholarly editor of two international academic periodicals 

published by Az-Buki Publishing House Philosophy and Foreign Language 

Teaching. Her research interests and achievements, as evidenced by the 

publications submitted, lie in the fields of media theory, media culture, and 

media anthropology, with a specific focus on new media as a driver of cultural 

change. 

 

ACHIEVEMENTS 

Given the specific constraints of the shorter genre of an evaluative 

statement, I shall limit my assessment to the monograph submitted by the 



candidate her monograph titled New Media and Post-Truth (Blagoevgrad: 

 

The monograph offers a comprehensive and systematic analysis of the 

media dimensions of post-truth. As stated in the introduction, the author seeks to 

-

consequences these phenomena entail for the functioning of the public sphere (p. 

11). 

The study first examines the history of the concept of post-truth, which 

resists unambiguous definitions (pp. 22 29), and outlines the principal 

philosophical theories of truth from which the concept departs (pp. 15 22). 

-

forms, placing particular emphasis on fake news (pp. 45 53). Alongside them, 

the author analyses related genres/subgenres: junk news, traditional propaganda, 

alternative facts, satirical-parodic news, rumour bombs, pseudo-news, deceptive 

news, and advertorials (pp. 53 62). The chapter further discusses the shared 

characteristics and distinguishing features of disinformation and misinformation 

as broader categories encompassing various types of false media narratives (pp. 

65 72). The author then turns to the specific audience attitudes that largely 

account for the rapid dissemination of post-truth media content (pp. 72 76).

Chapter 3 addresses the prehistory of the themes discussed in the previous 

-

(pp. 78 79). The analysis examines both the conceptual dimensions of citizen 

journalism (pp. 82 87) and the concrete practices accompanying its expansion 

into the journalistic field, together with the resulting de-professionalisation of 

journalism since the 1990s (p. 87 ff.). Chapter 4 analyses the diffusion of post-

truth into the very fabric of the public sphere (p. 102), a process that establishes 



(p. 138 ff.). 

My assessment of the submitted monograph is very highly for several 

reasons. First, the monograph offers the first comprehensive study of this topic 

available to Bulgarian readers. Second, the author engages with an impressive 

body of scholarly literature not passively, but through a sustained and 

productive critical dialogue. Third, the book convincingly advances an original 

thesis: as a cultural phenomenon, post-truth emerges at the intersection of 

technological media breakthroughs, social crisis, and deep political 

transformation. I regard this as a significant scholarly contribution. 

 

III. CRITICAL REMARKS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

The topic chosen by the author is developing at a rapid pace, and hence 

the monograph understandably does not address all of its challenging aspects. In 

my view, the most important one of these touches the classical topos of 

limitations on media freedom.  

Disagreements on this issue accompany the history of the European press 

from its very beginnings. Broadly speaking, their development unfolds across 

legislative triumph of the idea of a free, uncensored press at the end of the 

1780s/beginning of the 1790s, with the Declaration of the Rights of Man and of 

the Citizen (1789) and the First Amendment to the US Constitution (1791). The 

he idea of press self-

regulation as a means of protecting media freedom from abuse. This idea found 

its classic expression in the Hutchins Commission Report of 1947 a sobering 

lesson drawn from the late 1920s/1930s/early 1940s, all decades of 

unprecedented mass media expansion, but also ones that revealed, with 



perhaps where the whole post-truth media situation belongs precisely the 

subject chosen by Silvia Petrova for her monograph. Hence, I would encourage 

the author to take the self-evident further step of exploring the challenges 

confronting media freedom today as hi-tech media practices migrate beyond 

 

 

IV. CONCLUSION 

In view of my evaluation of the submitted application materials, as well as based 

on my long-

pleasure to fully support her application for the academic position of Associate 

Professor at Neofit Rilski South-West University. 

 

6 January 2026       

(signature) 


