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I. O0001IeHN TaHHY 32 HAYYHATA NPOAYKIUA U JeHHOCTTA HA
KaHIUAATA.
3a yyacThe B KOHKypca €OUHCTBEHUAT KanauaaT a-p CuiBusi MapraputoBa

[lerpoBa e mpenacraBuia COUCHK OT 0010 19 (AeBeTHameCeT) HayYyHU TpyJa, Ha
KOUTO TSI € aBTOp B T.4. XaOWJIUTAlIMOHEH TPy — MoHorpadus Ha Tema ,,HoBu
Meauu U noctuctuHa™ (2025r.), myOnuKyBaHa KHUTa Ha 0Oa3ara Ha 3allUTEH
JMCcepTallMOHEH TPy ,,JIaiidcTaiin nmpeca u sxeHcTBeHoct (2016 1.) , meT craTtuu
B pedeprpaHd U MHJCKCHUPAHU B CBETOBHM 0a3u JaHHW W3IaHUS, €IUHAICCET
CTaTUW B JIPYTU U3JaHUS C HAy4YHO peleH3UpaHe, BKIoueHU B HarnumonamHus
pedepeHTEH CITMCHK U €Ha CTYIUsI B COOPHUK C HAYYHO PEIICH3UPaHe U BKIIOYCH
B Hammonanuust pedepenten cnuchbk. EqHa ot myOnukanmuuTe € Ha aHTJIMHACKH
e3uk. CrnenualiHO McKaM Jla oTOeneka HUTHUPAHUSITA, KOUTO € MOCOoYMIIa JI-p
[TerpoBa, KOUTO U KaTO OPOM M KATO MUTUPAITH aBTOPHU JOKA3BAT U3KIIOUUTETHA
Hay4YHa BUJIMMOCT WM aBTOPUTET, KOUTO KoJjerarta mputexaBa. KanaugaTsT e
YJAOCTOBEPIIT ¥ JOIIBJIHUTETHU IOCTHXKEHUSI KATO YCIEITHO HAyYHO PhKOBOJICTBO
Ha JOKTOPAHT, BUCOKAa AKTUBHOCT B HAIMOHAJIHU U MEXAYHAPOJIHU MPOCKTHU

)IeﬁHOCTH, CBBbpP3aHU HC CaMO C HCUHUTE Hay4YHU MHTCPECHU, HO MU C TECMATa Ha
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o0siBeHUs1 KOHKYpCc. OT MpeocTaBeHNTE CIIPABKHU CHIO Taka MOTa Jia 3aKJIi0Ya,
Ye KaHIWJAThT YCHEHIHO CE€ € CIpaBsul ChC CEPUO3HA ayAUTOPHA 3aE€TOCT,
BKJIIOYBAIIA 33 DKUTETHU JUCHUTUIMHYA IO TEMU U CIICHMAIIHOCTH B MOJIETO HA
00sIBeHUsI KOHKYPC.
[IpeacraBeHuTe MOKYMEHTH W JOKA3aTEJICTBEHU MaTepuald ca MOApOOHH,
OTIUYHO O(GOPMEHH U YOCHAWTEIHO YAOCTOBEPSBAT MyOJMKAIIMOHHATA W
aKkaJeMu4YHa aKTUBHOCT Ha KaHaupaara. Crnej 3amo3HaBaHETO MU C  TiX
JeKJIapupaM €JIHO3HayHO, 4e J-p lleTpoBa M3LSUIO MOKpUBAa KPUTEPUUTE 3a
HacTosimusg KOHKypc cnopen wusnckBanusita Ha 3PACPB, III3PACPH u
nonbiaauTenHuTe n3nckBanus Ha BIIPAC na IO3Y. Bugno e, ye n-p CunBus
[letpoBa naned HaaAXBBPJS HEOOXOJUMUTE TOYKU O OTJACIHUTE MOKa3aTeau 1
M3HMCKBAHUS KaTO € MPeA0CTaBmiIa OE3CTIOPHU J1I0KAa3aTEICTBA 32 TOBA.
II. OueHka HA HAYYHHUTE M HA MPAKTHYECKHUTE Pe3yJITATH M IPUHOCH
HA NMpPeJACTABEHATA 32 YyYacTHe B KOHKYPCa TBOpPYeCcKa MPOAYKIMS.
Momnorpadusita ¢ 1BOIHO perneH3upaune ,,Hosu meauu u noctuctuna® (2025 r.),
KOSITO € TIPEeACTaBeHa KaTO XaOMJIUTAIIMOHEH TPyl IPEACTaBS 110 Bh3MOXKHO Haii-
yOeauTeeH HaulH — aKaJIeMU4eH, U3CJIe0BaTEIICKU, HAy4YeH, MeIaroru4ecku -
rotoBHoctra Ha J-p IlerpoBa 3a mo3unusAra, 3a KosTO KaHauaarctBa. OT
MPEJOCTaBEHUTE MaTepUaId MOXKE J1a C€ HaIlpaBU U3BOJ, Y€ MOHorpadusTa €
3aKOHOMEPHO MPOABIKEHUE HA TpaillHUs UHTEpeC Ha 11-p [leTpoBa KbM TeMU KaToO
NyOJIMYHOCT, KYPHAJIMCTHKA, KOMYHHUKAIUsi, MEIUU, KOMYHHUKAIIMOHHU
TEXHOJIOTUU U JPYTH, U3KIIOUUTEIIHO PEJICBAHTHU HA TeMaTUKaTa Ha OOSIBEHUS
KOHKypc. B camusi TeKCT pa3nmo3HaBaM MoOuYepKa HAa YTBBPAECH H3CIEA0BaTEN,
aBTOpP Ha MPEHU3HM U 3aABJIOOYCHU aHAJIU3M, OCHOBAHM HAa CTPEMEX KbM
KOHIICTTYQTHOCT M Ha €IMH OCMHUCIICH (GUI0CO(CKH MOTIIEe]] KbM UHTEPECYBAIIIUTE
ro poOsaemu. ,,IlocTucTuHara He MapKupa ernoxa, B KOSTO UCTHHATa € MbPTBa, a
CUTYyaIlus, B KOSITO BCE MO-MaJIKO XOpa 3a4yuTaT UCTUHATA KAaToO 3HA4YUM (aKTop B
nyonuaHaTa cdepa‘ (c.7). OCHOBHMAT u3cienoBarencku uarepec a-p [lerpona e

HAaCOYCH KbM HOBHUTC MCAWH N BaA)XHATA UM POJII B OYCBHUIAHO ITPOMCHAIIATA CC
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nyOnnuHa cepa U HAUMH Ha KOMYHUKALUA B Hesl. ABTOPBT yCIEIIHO Mpejyiara
OpPUTHMHAJIEH MOJXOJA, B KOWTO aHalIM3Mpa IMOHSATUETO ,,[IOCTUCTUHA® U TpE3
IPOMEHUTE B HAuWHA, MO KOWTO MHGpOpMaIusaTa ce BH3MPHUEMa, OICHSIBA H
CHoJeNsi, 0COOEHO B ermoxaTa Ha pa3lpOCTpaHsSBaHETO Ha MHoOpMaIuUsITa 4pes3
JUTHTAIHK OHJIaiiH miargopmu'. B Tpyna ce 060CHOBaBa €MH CHCTEMATUYEH
KPUTHYECKH TPOYUT HAa TMOHATHETO ,IOCTUCTUHA® KaTo MOAPOOHO cCe
aHaJIM3UpPAHU HETOBUTE KYITYpHH, (puimocopcku M €3UKOBU HU3MepeHus. B
TUTIOJIOTUYEH TUIaH C€ MPaBU JIETAHIHO U CIIOPE] MEH OPUTHHAIHO U MPUHOCHO
3a OBATapCKOTO KOMYHHMKAIIMOHHO 3HAHWE TEOPETUYHO pasTPaHHUCHUE MEXKITY
NOCTUCTUHA U OJIM3KU MOHATHUS KaTo (aJllMBU HOBUHH, Ae3uH(popManus,
npornaraHja, CcIyXxoBe, KOHCIHpAaTUBHU HapaTtuBu. B MoHorpadusita ce
OCBIIECTBSIBA U KPUTHUECKH ITPOUYUT HA TEOPUHTE HAa XabepMac U CbBPEMEHHUTE
JTUCKYCHHM 3a Kpu3aTa Ha myOnnyHaTa cpepa, BbBEXK/1aHE HAa HOBU MEXaHU3MH Ha
nyOJIMYHOCT B YCJOBHSITa Ha MocTHCTHHA. HoBHuTe Menuu Oe3CmOpHO OKa3BaT
pa3IMyueH THUIN BIUSHUE BbPXY Pa3HOOOpA3METO OT MHEHUS, CIOACNISHU WIU
oO0cwxaanu oT rpaxaanute. [[-p IletpoBa criomens HaOMIOAEHNETO HA HEMCKHS
¢unocod 3a HapacTBAIIOTO MPOHHMKBAHE B IMyOiMuHata cdepa Ha QanluBH
HOBHUHHM, OJIMIIETBOPEHO OT IOSiBaTa Ha IMOCTHCTUHHA JEMOKpalusi, B KOSATO
CTaHJAPTUTE 3a JIOCTOBEPHOCT CTaBaT BCE IMO-T'bBKAaBMU, a IOHSKOTa - |
IpOU3BOJIHU. B pamkuTe Ha CBOSI TpyA, aBTOPBT cTUra 10 (HOopMylIHpaHEe Ha
KOHIIENTYaJIeH MOJIe]l Ha MOCTUCTUHHATA TMOJIUTHKA, B KOMUTO €MOIMUTE, a He
dakTuTe, ca BOACII MEXaHU3bM 3a B3€MaHE HA PEIICHUS U 3a JICTUTUMAIHS Ha
MOJIMTUYECKH PEIICHUS WM Ha NOJUTHYECKH aKThOPH.

Crnopen n-p IlerpoBa neruTMMUpaHETO Ha TMOCTUCTHHHATA KOMYHHUKALUSA |
NPEBPBIIAHETO Ha €MO [I[[MOHaJHA|-UCTUHATa (TIOHSTHUE, OPUTHUHAIHO
U3M0I3BaHo OT J-p [leTpoBa) B 0OMUaeH U MPUET UHCTPYMEHTH 3a Ch3/1aBaHE Ha

JoBepHe € BaXkeH (PEHOMEH B KOHTEKCTa Ha MOIMyJu3Ma. 3a MpUMEpP MOXE Ja

!B kouro ,,[MHPOPMALHOHHHUAT] IOTOKBT AHEC TeYe OT MHO3HMHA KbM MHO3MHA®, C. 8



CJIy>KH IPEBPBIIAHETO HA CKAaHAAJIA U MOPAJIHOTO Bb3MYIIECHHE B PECYypC, KaKTO
U TpaHchopMmanuaTa Ha IMOJUTUYECKOTO OT cdepa Ha panuoHaleH naedart,
NPOBEXAAaH C apryMeHTH B cdepa Ha adeKTHBHH ACUCTBUS WM TMOHIKOTA —
UHCUEeHUpOBKU. CHIIHO BIEYATIIEHHUE 3a 3HAHUATA M epyAMLIMAITa Ha KaHAUIATa
IIPAaBU yCHELIHO MpeICTaBeHaTa OPUTMHAIHA KOHIENIHUS 3a ,,IOCTIyOJIUYHOCT
KaTO HOB THII (TOJY )ITyOJIMYHOCT, KOWTO HAATPAXKIa U CHIIEBPEMEHHO KPUTUYHO
ocMucis Teopusta Ha FOpren XaOepmac (M Ha HEHHUTE TOIBJIHEHUS U KPUTUKU
OT Pa3JIMYHU ABTOPHU) CJEJ U3KIFOUMTETHO aHATUTHYHMSA U M IETAHIEH TIPOYHT?.
Crpsix ce mo-noapoOHO Ha XaOWIMTALMOHHMS TpPyJ Ha KaHAWAATa, HO H
ISUI0CTHATA MPEACTaBeHa Hay4YHA MPOAYKIUs 00XBalla IPUHOCHHU pa3pabOTKU B
peauiia u3LsUIo PEIeBaHTHU Ha OOSIBEHHSI KOHKYPC TEMAaTUYHU MOJIeTa: MyOJInyHa
cepa, MEIUN U COLMAIHO BIUSHUE, KOMYHUKALIMOHHA KYJTypa, U3MEPEHUS U
TpaHcopMallMM Ha JWTUTaTHaTa cdepa, KOMYHUKALMOHHM CTpPATETUH,
npeJlaraHe Ha CHUCTEMAaTH4YeH MOJen 3a pa3OupaHe Ha rpakJaHCKara
KYpPHAJIUCTUKA KaTO (PEHOMEH, KOWUTO Bb3HUKBA IPEIU COLUAIHUTE MPEXKH, HO
paJMKaIHO C€ YCWJIBA OT TSIX M MPOMEHS CaMOTO MOHATHE 3a KYPHAIMCTHKA U
MHOTO JIpyryd. AHaJIU3UPANKKA OCHOBHUTE MAapaJurMU B IOJIETO Ha MEIUUTE,
MeAMiiHaTa KyJaTypa, HOpMaTHMBHOCTTa Ha mnyOiuuHata cdepa, a-p Ilerposa
apryMEHTUPAHO Ipeajiara CBOM OpUrMHaIHU HAYYHU MOJIENTM KbM YCTAaHOBEHUTE
KOHIIEMNIINH, KaTo J00aBsi HOBO 3HAHWE BbB BB3MPHUETUS MOJEN Ha OOSICHEHUE.
OO61ara HayyHa U akaJieMUYHa MpoayKLus, mpecraBena ot a-p [lerposa onucsa
I'BJIHOLIEHHUTE W YCWJINA 32 JIOCTHUTAHE 10 COOCTBEHU U apryMEHTHpPAaHU HOBH
XUMOTE3U U TEOPUH, KOUTO OMxa 000TraTUIIM BCEKH €UH KYpC MO ChOTBETHUTE
JUCUUIUIMHU B TPECTHXKHO BHclie yuwiuile. [IpencraBeHure OoT KaHauaaTa
JI0Ka3aTeJICTBA 3aTBBbPKAABaT y MEH YOEXKIEHHUETO 3a M3TpasieH CIEeLUaINCT B

MOJICTO HAa MCIAUMUTC MU KyJITypara € BHCOKM YMCHHA 3a IIPCIIOJaBAHC HaA

2 Ocob6eHo B KOHTEKCTA Ha JIATUTAIHATA MEIMIiHA cpesia: ,,OnuTrTe 3a peaeduHupane Ha myGnuuHara cepa
ca 0e3CcropHO LIEHHH, HO MPOITyCKaT KIIOYOBHsI BBIIPOC JJallk BCE OIE MMa CMUCHI J1a CE MHCIIM 32 COLMATHUTE
MEeJIUH OT TJIe/IHa ToYKa Ha ImyOsmaHara chepa.” (c.127).



JTUCLUUIUIMHY, CBbP3aHU ¢ TEMaTUKaTa Ha KOHKYpca, HATpyIall CepUO3EH OMUT U
3HAUMTENIHA aKaJlEMUYHA IPAKTUKA.
III. 3axaouyeHwue.
KanauaaTsT 3aeMa mpernogaBaresicka no3uuus oT 2013 r. Ha akajgemMuyHaTa
JUTBKHOCT ,,IJIaBEH acUCTeHT . KakTo ce BMKAa OT MpEeACTaBEHUTE MaTepHualu,
n-p IletpoBa BoaM KypcoBe M JUCHUIUIMHM TPSIKO CBBP3aHU C TemaTa Ha
00sIBEHUSI KOHKYpC, KOETO TOBOPH 3a BEU€ YCTOMYMBO M3rPaJICHU KayecTBa Ha
KaHJIMJaTa KaTo npenojaasarell. L[sUI0CTHOTO MU 3a1103HABAHE C MPEICTABEHUTE
JIOKa3aTejiCTBa OyepTaBaT Npoduiia Ha OMHUTEH aKaJeMUYEH CHEUUATUCT C
IIMPOKA epyauldsd W Jopu oOasHUE B aKaJEMHYHOTO TI0JIE, B KOETO
KaHauaarcTa. Karo gokaszarencTBo 3a ToBa Mora jJa mnpuBena (axra, dye JI-p
[lerpoBa € mpeAnodeTeHa 3a HAay4Y€H PBHKOBOJIUTEN HA YCIEIIHO 3allUuTHII
nokTopaHT. Te3u ¢dakTu ca mokaszaTels 3a MPUTEKaBaH OT CTpaHa HA KaHIuaaTa
MOAXOJ U YTBBPACHHU HaBUIIY 32 pab0Ta CbC CTYACHTH, TUIIJIOMAHTHU, TOKTOPAHTH
B HAYYHOWU3CJIEIOBATEICKAaTa UM AEHHOCT. AKO MOTa J1a CHOJENS U MOSI JIMYEH
onut ot pabota ¢ A-p IleTpoBa karo npenoaasaTen, U3caeA0BaTelN, pEJAKTOP OUX
MoAYepTall BUCOKAaTa M OTIOBOPHOCT MpH paboTa mo y4yeOHUTE IEHHOCTU U
3aJlaHusl, OOUTUPHUTE 3HAHUS, KOUTO CIIOJENS ChC CTYJACHTUTE U CIa3BaHETO Ha
Bb3MOKHO Hali-BUCOKU aKaJICMUYHU U €TUYHU CTAaHJAPTH, OT KOUTO C€ PhKOBOIU
B cBosTa jeiiHocT. Kakto M mo Mou HaOmOJeHWs, OYEBUIHATA BHCOKA
YJOBJIETBOPEHOCT Ha CTYACHTUTE, KOUTO TMOCENIaBaT HEMHUTE 3aHsaTusi. Hamam
CbhbBMECTHU ITyOsmkanuu ¢ 1-p [letposa.
IV. OO0uo 3ak04eHue.

OneHsiBaM U3KIIIOYUTENTHO BUCOKO HAay4HAaTa, aKaJIeMHUYHATa U U3CJIeI0BaTEICKa
JnerlHocT Ha 1. ac. a-p CunBust Maprapurosa IleTpoBa, pa3kpuBaiia BaKHH 3a
ChbBPEMEHHATa KOMYHUKAIlMOHHATA TEOPUS U MEIMiTHA TPaKTUKa acrekTu. Mora
YBEpEHO Ja 3asBs, Y€ W IMpeJCcTaBeHaTa Hay4YHa MPOIYKIHS, U IPOECKTHO-
U3CJIeIoBaTeNICKa AEHHOCT M MPENojaBaTesickata aKTUBHOCT U MPUJIOKEHHUTE

JOKYMCHTH OTIrOBapsAT Ha BCHUYKHM H3MCKBAHHA Ha 3akoHa 3a pa3sBUTHUC Ha



akanemuuyHusi cbetaB (3PACPB) u Ilpasunnunure na FO3Y. JlaBam u3usuio
MOJIOKUTEJHA OLCHKA M mpenopbyBaM u300pa Ha 1. ac. a-p CuwiBus
MaprapuroBa IlerpoBa Ha akageMM4YHaTa UIBKHOCT ''moumeHTt'" 110
npodecuoHaTHO HampaBieHHe 10 npodecHoHamHO Hampasienue 3.1.
Comuonorus, aHTpONOJIOTUS U HayKu 3a Kyiarypara (Kynrypa u menun) B FO3Y

,,Heoput Pusnckn”, karenpa Kynrypomorus.

8.01.2026r.

[Ipod. Huxomnait Muxaiinos



SCIENTIFIC OPINION
by: Prof. Dr. Nikolay Kirilov Mihaylov, Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski",
Faculty of Journalism and Mass Communication, member of the scientific jury in
a competition for the academic position of Associate Professor in professional
field 3.1. Sociology, Anthropology and Cultural Sciences (Culture and Media),
announced in the "State Gazette" No. 82 of 07.10.2025.
Regarding: the scientific, scientific-applied and professional-academic activity
and production presented by the participants in the competition.
Candidate No. 1 (sole candidate): Silviya Margaritova Petrova, Dr., Senior
Assistant Professor at the Southwestern University "Neofit Rilski", Department
of Culturology.
I. Summary data on the scientific production and activity of the candidate.
To participate in the competition, the only candidate, Dr. Silvia Margaritova
Petrova, has submitted a list of a total of 19 (nineteen) scientific works of which
she is the author, including a habilitation work - a monograph on the topic "New
Media and Post-Truth" (2025), a published book based on a defended dissertation
work "Lifestyle Press and Femininity" (2016), five articles in refereed and
indexed publications in world databases, eleven articles in other publications with
scientific review, included in the National Reference List and one study in a
collection with scientific review and included in the National Reference List. One
of the publications is in English. I would especially like to note the citations that
Dr. Petrova has indicated, which both in number and in citing authors prove the
exceptional scientific visibility and authority that the colleague possesses. The
candidate has also certified additional achievements such as successful scientific
supervision of a doctoral student, high activity in national and international
project activities, related not only to her scientific interests, but also to the topic
of the announced competition. From the provided references, I can also conclude

that the candidate has successfully coped with serious classroom work, including



mandatory disciplines on topics and specialties in the field of the announced
competition.

The submitted documents and evidentiary materials are detailed, excellently
formatted and convincingly certify the publication and academic activity of the
candidate. After reviewing them, I declare unequivocally that Dr. Petrova fully
meets the criteria for this competition according to the requirements of the law
and the additional requirements of the of SWU. It is evident that Dr. Silvia Petrova
far exceeds the necessary points for the individual indicators and requirements,
having provided indisputable evidence for this.

I1. Evaluation of the scientific and practical results and contributions of the
creative production submitted for participation in the competition.

The double-reviewed monograph "New Media and Post-Truth" (2025), which is
presented as a habilitation thesis, presents in the most convincing way possible -
academic, research, scientific, pedagogical - Dr. Petrova's readiness for the
position for which she is applying. From the materials provided, it can be
concluded that the monograph is a natural continuation of Dr. Petrova's long-
standing interest in topics such as publicity, journalism, communication, media,
communication technologies and others, extremely relevant to the topic of the
announced competition. In the text itself, I recognize the handwriting of an
established researcher, author of precise and in-depth analyses, based on a striving
for conceptuality and a meaningful philosophical view of the problems of interest
to him. “Post-truth does not mark an era in which truth is dead, but a situation in
which fewer and fewer people respect the truth as a significant factor in the public
sphere” (p.7). Dr. Petrova’s main research interest is focused on new media and
their important role in the obviously changing public sphere and the way of
communication in it. The author successfully offers an original approach in which
she analyzes the concept of “post-truth” and through the changes in the way

information is perceived, evaluated and shared, especially in the era of



information dissemination through digital online platforms®. The work
substantiates a systematic critical reading of the concept of “post-truth” by
analyzing in detail its cultural, philosophical and linguistic dimensions. In
typological terms, a detailed and, in my opinion, original and contributing
theoretical distinction is made between post-truth and similar concepts such as
fake news, disinformation, propaganda, rumors, conspiratorial narratives. The
monograph also provides a critical reading of Habermas' theories and
contemporary discussions on the crisis of the public sphere, the introduction of
new mechanisms of publicity in the post-truth era. New media undoubtedly have
a different type of influence on the diversity of opinions shared or discussed by
citizens. Dr. Petrova shares the German philosopher's observation of the
increasing penetration of fake news into the public sphere, embodied by the
emergence of post-truth democracy, in which the standards of credibility become
increasingly flexible, and sometimes arbitrary. In the framework of his work, the
author comes to formulate a conceptual model of post-truth politics, in which
emotions, not facts, are the leading mechanism for decision-making and the
legitimation of political decisions or political actors.

According to Dr. Petrova, the legitimization of post-truth communication and the
transformation of emo[tional]-truth (a concept originally used by Dr. Petrova) into
a common and accepted tool for creating trust is an important phenomenon in the
context of populism. An example is the transformation of scandal and moral
outrage into a resource, as well as the transformation of politics from the sphere
of rational debate conducted with arguments into the sphere of affective actions
or sometimes - staging. A strong impression of the candidate's knowledge and
erudition is made by the successfully presented original concept of "post-

publicity" as a new type of (semi-)publicity, which builds on and at the same time

3 In which “the [information] flow today flows from many to many,” p. 8



critically interprets the theory of Jiirgen Habermas (and its additions and
criticisms by various authors) after an extremely analytical and detailed reading®.
I have focused in more detail on the candidate's habilitation work, but the overall
scientific production presented encompasses contributions in a number of
thematic fields that are entirely relevant to the announced competition: public
sphere, media and social influence, communication culture, dimensions and
transformations of the digital sphere, communication strategies, offering a
systematic model for understanding citizen journalism as a phenomenon that
arose before social networks, but is radically amplified by them and changes the
very concept of journalism, and many others. Analyzing the main paradigms in
the field of media, media culture, and the normativity of the public sphere, Dr.
Petrova offers her own original scientific models to the established concepts,
adding new knowledge to the adopted model of explanation. The overall scientific
and academic production presented by Dr. Petrova describes her full-fledged
efforts to reach her own and well-argued new hypotheses and theories that would
enrich every course in the relevant disciplines in a prestigious higher education
institution. The evidence presented by the candidate reinforces my belief that he
1s an established specialist in the field of media and culture with high skills in
teaching disciplines related to the topic of the competition, who has gained serious
experience and significant academic practice.

II1. Conclusion.

The candidate has held a teaching position since 2013 in the academic position of
"chief assistant". As can be seen from the submitted materials, Dr. Petrova teaches
courses and disciplines directly related to the topic of the announced competition,
which speaks of the candidate's already sustainably built qualities as a teacher.

My comprehensive acquaintance with the submitted evidence outlines the profile

4 Especially in the context of the digital media environment: “Attempts to redefine the public sphere are
undoubtedly valuable, but they miss the key question of whether it still makes sense to think about social media
in terms of the public sphere.” (p.127).
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of an experienced academic specialist with broad erudition and even charm in the
academic field in which she is applying. As evidence of this, I can cite the fact
that Dr. Petrova was preferred as a scientific supervisor of a successfully defended
doctoral student. These facts are an indicator of the candidate's approach and
established habits for working with students, graduates, and doctoral students in
their research activities. If I could share my personal experience of working with
Dr. Petrova as a teacher, researcher, editor, I would emphasize her high
responsibility when working on educational activities and assignments, the
extensive knowledge she shares with students and the observance of the highest
possible academic and ethical standards, which she is guided by in her work. As
well as, according to my observations, the obvious high satisfaction of the
students who attend her classes. I have no joint publications with Dr. Petrova.
IV. General conclusion.

I highly appreciate the scientific, academic and research activities of Senior Asst.
Dr. Silvia Margaritova Petrova, revealing important aspects for contemporary
communication theory and media practice. I can confidently state that both the
presented scientific production, project-research activities and teaching activities
and the attached documents meet all the requirements of the Academic Staff
Development Act (Law) and the Regulations of the South-West University. I give
a completely positive assessment and recommend the choice of Senior Asst.
Dr. Silvia Margaritova Petrova in the academic position 'Associate
Professor" in the professional field in the professional field 3.1. Sociology,
Anthropology and Cultural Sciences (Culture and Media) at the South-West
University "Neofit Rilski", Department of Culturology.

08.01.2026
Prof. Nikolay Mihaylov
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