CTAHOBHIIE
OT J0L. A-p AHTOH ['€HOB — 4JIeH Ha Hay4YHOTO XYpH B KOHKYpCa 3a 3a€MaHE Ha aKaJleMUYHATa

JTUTBXKHOCT ,,JlonieHt™, 06siBen ot KO3V ,,Heodut Puncku* B /1B, 6p. 82/07.10.2025 r.

OTHOCHO: Hay4YHaTa, HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHATA U MPOPECHOHATHO-aKaJeMIUYHATa IEHHOCT U

npoaykuus Ha 1i1. ac. 1-p Cunsus Mapraputona [lerpoBa

I. O6001eHH JaHHU 32 HAYYHATA NPOAYKUMS U AeHHOCTTA HA KaHAUAaTa

I'n. ac. n-p CunBust Maprapurosa [leTpoBa e mpemnoiaBaren Ha peI0BEH TPYIOB JOTOBOP
B Karenpa ,,Kyntyponorus® na ®@akynrera no uskycrsara — FOrosanaznen yausepcurert ,,Heodur
Puncku®. IlpunoxkeHuTe OT KaHAuAaTa JOKYMEHTH JOKa3BaT IMOCIEAOBATEIHO U yCTOWYHBO
pa3BHUTHE HAa HAy4YHA U IIperoaaBareiicka kapuepa. ['11. ac. a-p [lerpoBa nputexaBa oOpasoBareinHa
W Hay4yHa CTeNeH ,,JJOKTOP®, MPHI0OHMTA Cle] 3alUuTa Ha JUCEPTAllMOHCH TPYH, Ha TeMma
,,HOBO3aBEeTHH MOJIEJIM HA >KEHCTBEHOCT B ObJIrapckara jaidcraiin mpeca (cropes CHHCcaHUe
"EBa" u EBanrenue ot Jlyka)* BsB Coduiicku yuusepcurer ,,CB. Kinument Oxpuacku”, @akynrer
0 KYPHAIMCTHKA U MACOBU KOMYHUKAIIHH.

[IpenonaBarenckaTa I€MHOCT HA KaHIUATa € MPSKO CBbP3aHa C HAYYHUTE MYy UHTEPECH U
BKJIFOYBA BOJICHETO Ha KypCOBE, CBBP3aHU C KyJITypaTa, MEIUUTE, U CbBPEMEHHHUTE KYJITYpHHU
MPOILIECH, KAKTO M y4acTHe B HAyYHU M 00pa30BaTEIHU MHUIIMATUBH Ha Katenpa ,,Kyarypomorus.
KanaunatsT uMa Beue HaTpyIaH 3HAYUTENICH npenoaasatesicku ctax B FO3Y ,,Heodbut Puncku®,
KaToO aKTHBHO C€ aHTaXHpa C JICKIUOHHA, MPaKTUYECKa U OpraHu3aIllMOHHa paboTa ChC CTYACHTH.
[IpencraBeHUTE JOKYMEHTH YJOCTOBEPSIBAT AHTAKUPAHOCT U TMOCTOSIHCTBO B Y4E€OHUS TMPOIIEC,
pa3paboTBaHe Ha y4eOHU KypcOBe, y4acTue B HAy4yHU (POpyMHU ¢ MPUHOCEH XapakTep, y4acTue B
Hay4HAaTa U U3CJIEeI0BAaTEICKA JEHHOCT Ha KaTeapara.

B mpencraBenata cmpaBka W JOKA3aTEICTBEHUS MaTepHal 3a U3IIBIHEHHWE Ha
MUHHUMAJTHUTE HAIMOHAIHYU U JOIMBIHUTEIHN MU3UCKBaHUs Ju4H, 4e n-p [lerpoBa m3mbnHsABa,
3HAQUYMTENIHO HAJXBBHPJISI HOPMATUBHO YCTAaHOBEHUTE M3MCKBAHMS 3a 3a€MaHE Ha akaJeMU4HaTa
JUTBXKHOCT Ao1eHT. [Ipyn MuHuManHo HeoOxoaumu 430 TOUKH, KAaHAUATHT AeKiapupa 815 Touku.

I'n. ac. g-p ITlerpoBa ydacTBa B KOHKypca C IMyONHKyBaH XaOWJIUTAIMOHEH TPYyd —

MoHorpadusTra ,,HOBH MeaMH M MOCTHCTHHA', TOCBETEHA HA H3KIIOYUTEIIHO aKTyaleH H



0O0IIECTBEHO 3HAYUM MPOoOJIeM — MPoOIEeMbT 3a UCTUHATA U BB3MOXKHATA U TpaHCHOpPMALUATA B
cdepara Ha myOnuyHaTa KomyHukanus, [Ipodnemarnkara uzncksa Gpuioco)Cko pasriekaaHe u
aHaJIM3 Ha OHATHETO ,,AICTUHA" KOETO KaHANaTa 0OCTOMHO € HalpaBwJl B ITbPBa IJIaBa Ha TEKCTA.
ToBa naBa conmHa OCHOBA 1 0OOCHOBAHOCT B CJIE/IBAIIMTE YaCTH J1a Pa3MIMpHU aHAIN3a B MHOTO
MI0-CJIOKHU M aKTyalTHH TeMH KaTo (hajIIuBUTE HOBHHH, A€3UH(OpMAIH U MUCUH(OpMAIIHS; 1
IPOCIIeAN M aHAJIM3UPA PA3BUTUETO HA HOBU MPOSBU U (POPMH Ha KYPHAJIMCTUKA M COLUAIHU U
MeIUIHN Tpo0JieMH U siBieHHs KaTto TponuHrsT u Tponosere. ToBa nmpuiaBa Ha XaOWiUTanMATa
aKTYaJIHOCT M OE3CIIOpHO NPHHOCEH XapakTep B cdepaTa Ha KyIATYpOJIOTHSTA W MEAMHHHUTE
u3cieaBaHms. XaOuauranusaTa € 00Ch/IeHa Ha KaTeIPeH ChBET MOJIyYnIIa € TIOJI0KHUTETHA OIICHKA
U € IpeMHHaJIa He0OXOJUMUTE MPOLeypHU 3a IpoBepku Ha aBTopcTBO Ha FO3Y , Heodut Puiicku®.
OcBen MoHOrpadusaTa KaHAMOATHT MPEACTaBs penulla HAy4YHH CTaTHH, CTYJUH |
nyOMuKanuy B OBITApCKU M MEXKIYHApOIHH HAayYHH W3JaHHs, 4acT OT KOWTO MHACKCUPAaHH B
NPECTIKHU pedepupanul u3ganus. M3cnenBanusaTa Ha KaHAUIATA 3acsraT IIMPOK KPBI TEMH, CPeJT
KOUTO: TOCTHCTHMHATA, MEIUIHOTO OTpa3sBaHE HAa WMHIPALMOHHUTE IMPOLECH U OEKaHIIHTE,
HOJUTHYECKHUAT TPOJIMHT, AUTHTATHATA arpecusi, KyJATypaTa Ha COLMAIHUTE MPEXHU, BU3YaTHUTE
NPaKTHKH B CHBPEMEHHHUTE Meauu, Naidcramn u ap. Bwopeku TemaTHyHOTO pazHOOOpasue
npecTaBeHaTa HayqHa MPOAYKIHUS € IMociieIoBaTeTHa U (POKyCHpaHa B IOJIETO Ha U3CIIeIBaHe Ha
CHBPEMEHHHUTE COIMATHH MPOIECH U TIXHOTO MEINHHO OTPaKEHHE KaTo €Ha HOBA PEATTHOCT.
Criopen  nOmbJIHUTENHUTE W3KMCKBaHUSA Ha lOrozamagHus yHHMBEPCHTET KaHIMJIATHT
npecTaBsd U HEOOXOoJMMarTa MPOeKTHa JAEHHOCT, KOeTO MOKa3Ba, 4e HayuYHUTE H3CIEBaHMS ca

CBBP3aHH U C HAYYHO-TIPUJIO’KHA JEHHOCT.

I1. Ouenka Ha HAYyYHHMTE U HA MPAKTHYECKUTE Pe3yJITATH U NIPUHOCH HA NMPeEACTABEHATA 3a
y4yacTue B KOHKYPCa TBOPYECKA NPOAYKIMS.

IIpyn aHanu3 Ha NMPUHOCHUTE HA IMPEACTABEHUTE MO KOHKypCa TBOpYECKa MPOAYKILHS HA
KaH/IWU1aTa. PAaBH BIICUATICHUE, Y€ TEMUTE Ha TTOBEYETO OT TSIX MOTAT /1a ObJaT ONPEACIICHH KaTo,
KOHIICTITYaJTHH, MTHOBAaTUBHU M 000TaTsABAIllM MEIUWHHUTE U3cheaBanus B bearapusi, a ¢ oryien Ha
TOBa T€ Ca W NPWIOKHO B npakTuuHh. C Oriieq Ha MOCTAaBSIHETO MM B OMpEJeieHa paMka,
MPUHOCUTE MOTaT Ja ObAaT pa3fesieHu B HIKOJIKO TPYIH KaKTO CJe/Ba:

I. Hayuno-teopernunu npuHocH: KaHaunaThT  KOHUENTyaau3upa  MOHATHETO

MOCTUCTUHATA KaTo KyIATypeH U MeaueH (EeHOMEH M H3roTBS paboreuiy AeUHUIMHN 3a



Obyirapckara cpena; KanaunarsT pa3BuBa KOHIIEMIUS 32 ,,[IOCTIYOIUYHOCT' M aHAIN3 HA HOBUTE
U3MEHEeHH Ha MMyOnudHaTa cepa B ernoxara Ha mocTuctuHara. Pazpaborsa Mozen 3a MexaHu3Ma
Ha MOJINTUYECKUTE MPOLECH B Cpe/laTa Ha MOCTUCTUHATA KaTO BbBEXAa B yHoTpeba MHOIO HOBH
HAy4YHU MOHATHS; TeopeTusnpaHe W aHaJIU3 HAa COLUMATHOTO U MEIUHHO SBJICHHE ,,TPOJIMUHI B
HETOBHSI TIOJMTUYECKU M KYATYpeH TUcKypc; OdopMs u oyepTaBa MPOSIBUTE HA TpaKAaHCKATa
KYPHAITHCTUKA U TPOMEHUTE HA XKypHAIUCTHYECKaTa Mpodecrs B HOBaTa COIMAIIHA Cpeia.

II. Hayuyno-emnupuyHy / NpUIoKHU IpUHOCH: KaHAUIaTHT B rojisiMa 4yacT OT TPYAOBETE
CH MpaBU €MIIUPUYEH aHAJIU3 Ha SBJICHUETO MOCTUCTUHHATA M HETOBUTE MOJUTUYECKHU MPOSIBU B
6’I)JII‘apCKI/ITC MEIUH, I/I?,B’prIBa p€aIHO CMIIMPUYHO M3CJICABAHC HAa HOBU BU3YAJIHU NPAKTHUKU:
Snapchat, mo6aBeHa peasTHOCT U JIp. U TSAXHOTO MCHUXOJIOTHYECKO U COLMAIHO BB3/ICHCTBHE.

III. WHTepauCUUTIIMHAPHU KYATYpoJoruyHu mnpuHocHu: KannummateT paspaboTrBa
KyJITYpOJOTHYEeH MOJeN 3a Bpb3KaTa MEXIy XpaHeHeTo, Jai(craiinia W HIACHTHYHOCTTA B
JUurvuTajiHara cpa. KaHIII/II[aT’bT aHaJIM3Wupa MHOTO HOBU MHUTOBE Ha CBBPEMCHHATa MGI[Hlea
KYyJITYypa, W e na MOCJICIHO MACTO € IIPUHOCHT OT YCIICIIHO IpHJIaranC Ha MHTCPAUCHUIIIIMHAPCH
MOJXOJ] B M3Clie[iBaHaTa mpolOiiemMatuka. B TpyaoBeTe Ha KaHIUAAaTa WHTEPIUCIHUILIMHAPHUS
MOJIXOJ] € YMEPEHO U MOCIIeI0BATETHO MPUIIoKeH. ToBa momara 3a ycrenrHo NpeMruHaBaHe MKy
HAaYyYHHUTC 30HM Ha KYJITYpOJOrusra, 06III€CTBGHI/ITC KOMYHHUKAlIHU, MCOAUUTE H (1)I/IJ'IOC0(1)I/I$[T2L
To3u MOIX0/1 KaKTO MOKa3Ba MpaKTUKaTa C€ MPEBPbIla B paboTell aHATUTHYCH HHCTPYMEHTA 3a
U3CTIe/IBaHE HA CHbBPEMEHHUTE U OBJICIIH MTPOLIECH B 00JIaCTTa Ha KYyNTypaTa U HEHHOTO METUIHHO

OTpas3sdBaHC.

III. Kputnunm 6esie:KKU U PenopbKu

OT BCHMYKO M3JI0KEHO 10 TyK CTaBa SICHO, Y€ HayyHaTa NPOAYKLIHsS HAa KaHAMJATa €
1OCJIeI0BaTeNHA, 100pe CTPYKTYpHpaHa U Hay4yHO U3AbpkaHa. OTnpaBeHUTE O€Nex KU uMar Io-
CKOPO XapakTep Ha IMPENOPBKHU 3a M0-HATATBIIHO aKaJEeMUYHO pa3BUTUE, OTKOJIKOTO Ha KPUTUKA
Ha BEYE MIOCTUTHATH PE3YNTATH.

C ornen Ha 3HAUUTENTHUS IPENOJABATEICKH U Hay4YeH OIuT, Ou 6110 nosesHo 1-p [lerposa
Jla IPUCTHIIN KBbM Ch3JaBaHe Ha oOllle y4eOHO criomMaraTeIHH TPYIOBE 3a CTYJCHTH B 00JacTTa Ha
KyJITypOJIOTHSATA M MEIUWHWUTE H3CiIeIBaHMsA. ToBa IIe NpPEeNOCTaBU HATPYNAHUS HAydeH U

NneaarorndycCKu OIMMUT B I1OJI3a HA CTYACHTUTE U aKaACMUYHaTa 06HIHOCT.



IV. 3akaouenne

Bb3 ocHOBa Ha MpeICTaBEHUTE MaTePUATM MOXKE JIa C€ HallpaBu yOSIUTEITHUSAT U3BO/I, Ue
. ac. a-p CunBust MaprapuroBa IleTpoBa oTroBapsi HaIbJIHO Ha M3UCKBaHUATAa HA 3aKOHA 3a
pa3BUTHE Ha aKaJIeMUYHMs ChcTaB B PenyOnuka brarapus, [IpaBuiiHuka U BTPEITHUTE TTpaBUiIa
Ha O3V ,Heodur Puncku® 3a 3aemaHe Ha akageMHUYHATa IIBKHOCT ,JdOIeHT . KanaumarsT
HAJAXBBPJIA MUHUMAIHUTE HAIWOHATHM W U3MBIHIBA JIOMBIHUTCIHUTE YHUBEPCUTECTCKH
W3UCKBaHMS, PUTEKABA CHIIIECTBEHN IPUHOCH OT HAY4Y€H, TECOPETUYCH U NTPAKTUUECKH XapaKTep.
B cBouTe HaydyHHMTE M3CIEABaHMs, KaHAWIAaTa JEMOHCTPUpA SICEH M Haco4YeH HaydeH npodui. C
orJie]l Ha BCHYKO KOHCTAaTUPAHO MPEACTABSIM IOJIOKHTEITHOTO CH CTAHOBHUINE W TpeJiaramMm Ha
HAYYHOTO JKypH Jia rijacyBa Ha TUI. ac. a-p CunBus MaprapurtoBa [lerpoBa mpaBoTo ma 3aeme
aKaJeMUYHAaTa JUThKHOCT ,,JIOIIEHT"* ChIIIACHO 00SIBEHHS KOHKYPC B MPO(PECHOHATHO HAMIPaBICHHE
3.1. Conmonorusi, aHTPOIMOJIOTUS ¥ HAYKH 3a KyNTypaTa B Kateapa Kynrtyponorus na FOrozananen

yHHBepcHTeT ,,Heopur Pucku®.

V. O0mi0 3akiIl04eHHe U MOAPeKIaHe HA KaHAUIATUTe.

OTtHOBO y0e1eHO MOTBBPKAABaM MOJIOKUTETHOTO CH CTAHOBUIIIE 32 KaHIUAATypaTa Ha Il
ac. 1-p Cunus Maprapurosa [lerpoBa. KaTo enruHCTBEH KaHIUAAT MOAT JOKYMEHTH 33 y4acTHE
B KOHKYpcCa, MpejjiaraM Ha Hay4YHOTO XypU Ja oA00pH HEWHaTa KaHAHWIATypa, 3a 3acMaHe Ha
aKaJeMUYHaTa JUThXKHOCT ,,TOLIEHT™ 10 00sIBEHHsI KOHKYpC 3a podecnoHanHo HampaieHue 3.1.
Couunonorusi, aHTPOINOJIOTUs U HAyKH 3a KyiaTypata B Kateapa Kynrtyposnorus na FOrozananen

yHuBepcurer ,,Heodur Puncku®.

Harta: 07.01.2025

Jo11. 1-p AHTOH ['eHOB



OPPINION
By Assoc. Prof. Anton Ivanov Genov. PhD, member of the scientific jury in a competition for the

academic position of Associate Professor, announced by the South-West University "Neofit Rilski"

in the State Gazette, issue 82 on 07.10.2025.

Regarding: the scientific, applied-scientific, and professional-academic activity and output of

Candidate: Chief Assistant Professor Silvia Margaritova Petrova, PhD

I. General Overview of the Candidate’s Scientific Output and Activity

Chief Assistant Professor Silvia Margaritova Petrova, PhD, is a lecturer employed on a full-
time contract at the Department of Cultural Studies, Faculty of Arts, South-West University “Neofit
Rilski”. The documents submitted by the candidate demonstrate consistent and sustainable
development of a scientific and teaching career. Dr. Petrova holds the educational and scientific
degree “Doctor”, obtained after the successful defense of a dissertation entitled “New Testament
Models of Femininity in Bulgarian Lifestyle Press (Based on EVA Magazine and the Gospel of
Luke)” at Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”, Faculty of Journalism and Mass
Communication.

The candidate’s teaching activity is directly related to her scientific interests and includes
teaching courses in the fields of culture, media, and contemporary cultural processes, as well as
participation in scientific and educational initiatives of the Department of Cultural Studies. The
candidate has already accumulated significant teaching experience at South-West University
“Neofit Rilski”, actively engaging in lectures, practical classes, and organizational work with
students. The submitted documents confirm her commitment and consistency in the educational
process, development of academic courses, participation in scientific forums with original
contributions, and involvement in the scientific and research activities of the department.

The submitted reference materials and evidence regarding the fulfillment of the minimum
national and additional requirements clearly demonstrate that Dr. Petrova meets and significantly
exceeds the legally established requirements for occupying the academic position of Associate
Professor. With a minimum requirement of 430 points, the candidate declares a total of 815 points.

Chief Assistant Professor Dr. Petrova participates in the competition with a published

habilitation thesis — the monograph “New Media and Post-Truth”, devoted to an extremely topical



and socially significant issue: the problem of truth and its possible transformation in the sphere of
public communication. This topic requires a philosophical examination and analysis of the concept
of “truth”, which the candidate thoroughly undertakes in the first chapter of the work. This provides
a solid theoretical foundation and justification for expanding the analysis in the subsequent chapters
to much more complex and current topics such as fake news, disinformation and misinformation;
as well as tracing and analyzing the development of new manifestations and forms of journalism
and social and media phenomena such as trolling and trolls. This gives the habilitation work clear
topical relevance and an indisputable contributory character in the field of cultural studies and
media research. The habilitation thesis has been discussed at a departmental council, has received
a positive evaluation, and has passed the required authorship verification procedures at South-West
University “Neofit Rilski”.

In addition to the monograph, the candidate presents numerous scientific articles, studies,
and publications in Bulgarian and international academic journals, some of which are indexed in
prestigious peer-reviewed editions. The candidate’s research addresses a wide range of topics,
including post-truth, media coverage of immigration processes and refugees, political trolling,
digital aggression, social media culture, visual practices in contemporary media, lifestyle, and
others. Despite this thematic diversity, the presented scientific output is coherent and focused on
the study of contemporary social processes and their media representation as a new form of reality.

According to the additional requirements of South-West University, the candidate also
presents the required project-related activities, demonstrating that her scientific research is

connected to applied scientific practice as well.

I1. Evaluation of the Scientific and Practical Results and Contributions of the Submitted
Scholarly Output

An analysis of the contributions of the scholarly works submitted by the candidate reveals
that the themes of most of them can be defined as conceptual, innovative, and enriching media
studies in Bulgaria, while also having applied and practical significance. For the purpose of
systematic presentation, the contributions may be grouped as follows:

1. Scientific-Theoretical Contributions: The candidate conceptualizes the notion of post-
truth as a cultural and media phenomenon and formulates operative definitions adapted to the

Bulgarian context. She develops the concept of “post-publicity” and analyzes the transformations



of the public sphere in the era of post-truth. She proposes a model of the mechanisms of political
processes in a post-truth environment, introducing numerous new scientific concepts. She theorizes
and analyzes the social and media phenomenon of “trolling” within its political and cultural
discourse. She outlines the manifestations of civic journalism and the transformations of the
journalistic profession in the new social environment.

2. Scientific-Empirical / Applied Contributions: In a significant portion of her works, the
candidate conducts empirical analyses of the post-truth phenomenon and its political
manifestations in Bulgarian media. She also carries out empirical research on new visual practices
such as Snapchat, augmented reality, and others, as well as their psychological and social impact.

3. Interdisciplinary Cultural Studies Contributions: The candidate develops a cultural model
of the relationship between food, lifestyle, and identity in the digital era. She analyzes new myths
of contemporary media culture. Last but not least, a significant contribution lies in the successful
application of an interdisciplinary approach to the researched issues. In the candidate’s works, the
interdisciplinary approach is applied in a balanced and consistent manner, facilitating effective
transitions between the scholarly domains of cultural studies, public communications, media
studies, and philosophy. As practice shows, this approach proves to be a functional analytical tool
for the study of contemporary and future processes in the field of culture and its media

representation.

I1I. Critical Remarks and Recommendations

Based on the above, it is evident that the candidate’s scientific output is consistent, well-
structured, and academically sound. The remarks offered here are intended more as
recommendations for further academic development rather than criticism of already achieved
results. Given her significant teaching and research experience, it would be beneficial for Dr.
Petrova to proceed with the development of additional teaching materials for students in the fields
of cultural studies and media research. This would allow her accumulated scientific and

pedagogical experience to be utilized for the benefit of students and the academic community.

IV. Conclusion
On the basis of the submitted materials, a convincing conclusion can be drawn that Chief

Assistant Professor Silvia Margaritova Petrova, PhD, fully meets the requirements of the Academic



Staff Development Act of the Republic of Bulgaria, as well as the regulations and internal rules of
South-West University “Neofit Rilski” for occupying the academic position of Associate Professor.
The candidate exceeds the minimum national requirements and fulfills the additional university
criteria, possessing substantial scientific, theoretical, and practical contributions. In her research,
the candidate demonstrates a clear and focused academic profile. In view of all the above, I hereby
present my positive opinion and propose that the academic jury vote in favor of granting Chief
Assistant Professor Silvia Margaritova Petrova, PhD, the right to occupy the academic position of
Associate Professor, in accordance with the announced competition in Professional Field 3.1.
Sociology, Anthropology, and Cultural Studies, at the Department of Cultural Studies, South-West
University “Neofit Rilski”.

V. General Conclusion and Ranking of Candidates

Once again, I firmly confirm my positive opinion regarding the candidacy of Chief
Assistant Professor Silvia Margaritova Petrova, PhD. As the sole candidate who has submitted
documents for participation in the competition, I propose that the academic jury approve her
candidacy for occupying the academic position of Associate Professor in the announced
competition for Professional Field 3.1. Sociology, Anthropology, and Cultural Studies, at the
Department of Cultural Studies, South-West University “Neofit Rilski”.

Date: 07.01.2025
Assoc. Prof. Anton Genov, PhD



