Penenszus

ot jou. a-p I'eprana Muposnto6osa Ilomosa,
3a nuceprauuoHHus Tpya Ha Ha Anon Uipkak Tos
Ha Tema: ,,ColMaIHu U NeAarorndecku eeKTu OT MPUIoKEeHUE Ha
bubnro3nanuero B peMruo3HoTo 00pa3oBanue Ha M3paenckoTo HaYamHO y4uIuie
3a npuaoOuBaHe Ha 00pa3oBaTelIHA U HAYYHA CTEIEH ,,JIOKTOp”

o npodecruoHanHo HanpasieHue — 2.3. dunocodus,

Hay4yHa CIENHUATHOCT — colraina Gpunocodus

I. Buorpadpuunu 1aHHU 32 JOKTOpPaHTa

Asion ToB e ponen nipe3 1967 r. B U3paen. Toii € paBuH U npenojaBaTea Mo
eBpEeiiCKM M3cieIBaHus U eBpelicka penuruo3na ¢punocodus B rp. Heranus, kato uma 32
TOJMHH IPENoAaBaTeaCcKu cTax. AjloH ToB € TOKTOpaHT Ha CaMOCTOSITENIHA IOJIMOBKA IO
Comunanina  ¢wiocopuss xbM Kareapa ,Oumocopck W MOJUTHYSCKH  HAYKH',
Ounocopekn ¢dakynrer B O3V ,Heodur Puncku™ ¢ HaydeH pBKOBOAMTEN IOLIEHT

Anrtoanera Hukomosa.

II. CTpykTypa M ChAbP:KAHHE HA AUCEPTANMOHHUSA TPY/

Hucepramusita Ha AnoH ToB € MocBeTeHa Ha TMOYTH HAMBJIHO HEMO3HaTa B
bearapus Tema, KoATO 3acsira U3MOJI3BaHETO HA UMEHA Ha MEpCOHaXKU OT bubnusta npu
YYCHHUIIM OT penurno3Hu yuwinima. OT apyra cTpaHa, TS € CBbp3aHa C mpoliema 3a
MTOBUIIIABAHE HA MOTHBAIIMATA HA YICHHUIINTE Ype3 MPEToaBaHe, KOSTO e Ja BKIIIOYH
€MOILIMOHAIHOCTTA Ha JellaTa MpU YCBOSIBAHETO Ha MaTepuana. Ta3um TemMa e akTyajHa,
3HaYUMa ¥ JTUCepTaOuIIHA.

HucepTtamusita € ¢ o6em ot 172 cTpaHUIM U C€ CbCTOM OT ChIbP)KaHHE, YBOJ, 3
[JIaBH, 3aKiioueHue u OumoOimmorpadms. 3a pa3paboTBaHETO M ca U3MON3BaHU 75
W3TOYHMKA HA aHTIIMHCKU e3UuK. He cbM ycTaHOBHMIIaa MIaruaTcTBo.

B yBonma e ompeneneH H3CIENOBATENCKHUIT BBIPOC HA JUCEpTAlUsATa U ca

MMpeaACTaBCHU HEUHUTE pa6OTHI/I XHIIOTE3HU, O0OCKTBT U OpeaAMETHT, 3aa4YUTEC, METOABT U



cTpykrypata M. OGEKTHT Ha H3CJIEBAaHE BCBILHOCT € HPEJCTaBEH KaTo 1LeJ, KOSTO ce
CbCTOM B IIPOYYBAaHE Ha HMHTEH3MBHOTO H3y4aBaHE HA MMEHATa HAa IIEPCOHAXKUTE B
bubnusta 1 CHOTBETHO OTHOIIEHHWETO MY KbM IOBHILEHUS MHTEPEC KbM EBPEHCKUTE
O6ubnelicku n3caenBaHus cpea ydyeHunure.. [IpeaMeTsT Ha TpyAa € KOHKPeTH3UpaH KaTo
COLMAJIHUTE U MOJUTUYECKH €(PEKTH OT M3I0JI3BAHETO Ha MMEHATa Ha IEPCOHAXH OT
bubnusata ot eBpeiickure OuOIEHCKM y4yuTenM 3a IOBHUILABAHE MOTHUBALMATA 3a
M3y4aBaHe Ha eBpeiickaTa bubnus cpen ydeHHUIHM OT pEeTUTHO3HOTO HAYAIHO YUUIIUIIE B
N3paen. Oxosno Ta3u npodiieMaTvKa rpaBUTUPA U OCHOBHUST U3CJIEA0BATEICKH BBIIPOC Ha
TpyZla, a MMEHHO Jald WHTEH3UBHOTO OOydeHHE BBpPXy HMMEHaTa Ha Oulieickure
IIEPCOHAXKM MOXKE J1a IOBEJE 10 3aCHJIEH UHTEPEC IPU YUYEHULUTE KbM M3y4aBaHETO Ha
bubnusra. U3xonHara Xxunore3a Ha JOKTOpaHTa 110 TO3H BBIIPOC €, Y€ ChIIECTBYBA IpsKa
BpPB3Ka MEXKIY OBIIAJSBAHETO M pa3doMpaHeTo Ha OMOJEeHCKUTE UMEHA U MOBHIIABAHETO
Ha MOTHMBalLlUATa U UHTEpeca KbM bubnusra.

JlokTopanThT HabyAra BBPXY AaKTyaJlHOCTTa Ha U3CJIEABAaHETO CH B
NepCIeKTUBaTa Ha HENOMYJIIPHOCTTA Ha U3yyaBaHeTo Ha bubnusTa, KoeTo cropes Hero,
Ha IIbPBO MJICTO, CE€ ABJDKM Ha TBBPJE TEOPETHUYHHS HA4YMH, IO KOMTO CE€ IIPEenojaBa B
ypouute BbpXy Hes. Ha BTOpo MACTO, TOH akleHTHpa BbpXY IIpeKoMepHaTa ynorpeba Ha
TEXHOJIOTMHU KAKTO B €KEJHEBUETO, TAKa U B YYWIHILE U CbOTBETHO BbPXY Pa3CCHBAaHETO
Ha Yy4YEHUKa M BCce MO-0TciaadBamlus CTPEMEX KbM M3ydyaBaHE Ha MPHUBUAHO
HECBBP3aHOTO ChC ChbBPEMEHHOCTTA U MPAKTUKATa Y4eOHO ChAbP)KAHNE — B KOHKPETHUS
ciyyail — bubnusta. Ha Tpero mscro, Anon ToB ce mo3oBaBa Ha TeopusTa 3a
camozerepMuHanusaTa Ha PaitbH u Jlecu, kosto ce (okycupa BbpXy BbTpeEIIHATa
MoTHBalus 3a ydeHe. Criopen Hero pa3paOOTBaHETO Ha ypOLM BbpPXY Bb3 OCHOBA Ha
METOAMUTE Ha Ta3u TEOPHUs 3a MOTHBALUATA MOXKE J1a JOTIPUHECE 3a 3aCUJICHUS HHTEPEC HA
YUSHHMLIUTE 110 Ta3H MpobiIemMaTuka.

M3cienBaHeTo B TO3M CMHMBJI € HACOYEHO KBM METOJUTE 3a IPEOAOJISBAHE Ha
JUICaTa Ha MOTUBALlMS U HAaYMHUTE 3a (popMHUpaHe Ha BHTPEIIHA MOTUBALUS OT CTpaHa
Ha ydeHHIUTe. TO M3X0KJa OT TeOopeTUYHaTa WHTYWIHS, Y€ IPEJCTABEHUSAT B HETO
METOJ Ha IIPENoAaBaHe MOXKE Ja ITOBUIIN CAaMOYYBCTBUETO HA YYEHULIUTE B YACOBETE 110
u3yyaBaHe Ha bubmuara W 1Mo TO3M HAUYMH Ja NOJOOpH TPEACTaBIHETO HUM.

HHCGpTaHI/IOHHHﬂT TPyd CHU IIOCTaBA 3a 3ajjada Aa aprymMeHTHpa Ta3uW HHTYUIHA, KAaTO



OCBIIIECTBSIBA MPOYUBAHE BBbPXY HAUYMHA HA MpPENoJaBaHE U CHOTBETHO YCBOSBAHE Ha
MaTepuaiga OT YYEHUIM OT HA4yajJHO peJUruo3Ho yuwiuine. WscneaBanara rpyna e 7.
KJIaCc B €BPEUCKO peMruo3Ho yumnuiie B Mzpaen, HaOposiBama 29 yueHHUKH.

[IepBa rnaBa, o3armaBeHa ,[lpoGmemMu Ha penurno3HoTo obOpazoBaHUE
Mpe/ICTaBIsIBa TCOPETHYHATA OCHOBA HA JUCEpTaluaATa. B mbpBaTa u 4acT JOKTOPAHTHT
NpaBU CEpPUO3EH HMCTOPUYECKH TMperjie] Ha u3paenckara oOpa3oBaTelHa CHUCTEMA.
[IpocnensaBar ce HeMHUTE KOPEHU B PA3IMYHUTE CBETCKU U PEITUTHO3HU 00pa30BaTEITHU
JBUKEHMSI, KOUTO B KpaifHa CMETKa JOBEXJaT A0 (hopMupaHe Ha crenudpuiHa IbpKaBHA
oOpa3zoBaTenHa cucTemMa. AHATU3UPaHU ca ChINO oOpa3oBarenHuTe meronu B M3paedn,
KaTo Ce aKIEHTHPA BHPXY O00pa30BAHHUETO B PEIUTHO3HHUTE YUWIHINA. B TO3W KOHTEKCT
ce pasmIexaar W CHelupUYHUTE MOAXOAW B MHTEprpeTanusata Ha bubnusra, KakTo U
TPYOHOCTUTE MpPH HEHHOTO H3yuyaBaHEe B y4yWIMIE. Ta3W yacT OT MbpBa TIJiaBa
NpEeJCTaBsiBa MHTEPEC HE CaMO OT HCTOpPHYECKa IieqHa Touyka. M3cimeaBaHeTo Ha
JOKTOpaHTa BBPXY M3paciickara 00pa3oBaTeIHa CUCTEMa MOCTaBs PA3JIMYHU BBIIPOCH OT
obnmactra Ha coumanmHara ¢uimocopus u  ¢uiaocopusTa Ha 0O0pa3OBaHHETO — 3a
GbyHKIUATA U LENUTe Ha 00pa30BaHUETO B YUWIIMINE, 32 M3TPAXkKIAHETO HA JIMYHOCTHA U
HaI[MOHAJTHA MJICHTUYHOCT, 32 OalaHca MEXTy TPAJAUIUATA U MOJICPHHU3AIIHITA.

BbB BTOpara WacT Ha TilaBaTa c€ TEMATH3UPAT HAKOM TEOPUHU 3a MOTHBAITUSATA,
KaTo JOKTOPaHTHT ce (POKycHpa BHPXY T.HAp. TEOPHUS 32 CAMOOIpeIeIeHneTo Ha PailbH 1
HCCI/I. Tazu TEOpH, KAKTO MOCOYBA AJoH TOB, HEC CC 3aHMMaBa C KOJIMYCCTBOTO, a C KAYCCTBOTO
Ha MOTHBaIMsATa 3a M3BBPIIBaHE Ha ompejeieHa aeiHoct. Teopusita Ha PaiibH u [ecu
aKIEHTUPA BBPXY TPHU BHTPEIIHH TICHXOJIOTHUYECKH HYKIU: aBTOHOMHS, YyBCTBO Ha
KOMITETEHTHOCT U ycellaHe 3a cBbp3aHocT. [locTikenne Ha JOKTOpaHTa € 0OBBbP3BAHETO
Ha Ta3W Teopus C M3ydaBaHeTo Ha bubmusara. Cropex Hero yporute BbpXy bubmusita
9ype3 M3ydaBaHETO Ha OMOJICHCKUTE MMEHA IIe 3aJ0BOJIM UMEHHO Te3W Oa3MCHU HYKIH:
TO I pa3BHBa aBTOHOMHSATA HA YUCHHUKA, U3TPAXKTAHETO U YKPEIBAHETO HA YCEIIaHETO
MYy 3a CIIOCOOHOCT Jja IIOCTUTHE Ja/ieHa IIe]l ¥ YyBCTBOTO MY Ha MPUHAICKHOCT.

Bropa rnaBa ,,bubnelicku u3cienBanus U 3HAYSHUETO HA U3IOJII3BAHETO HA UMETO
B bubnusara®“ oOocHOBaBa W3MONI3BaHETO Ha OWOJEHCKWTE WMEHAa B YUWIIUIIE, KaTo
aHAJIM3¥Mpa CHITHOCTHATA 3a FOJan3Ma Bph3Ka MEXKIY UMETO M CHITHOCTTA HAa YOBeKa. B

HEA Ca NPCACTABCHU PAa3JIMYHU 3HAYUMH UHTCPIIPETAIHA Ha UACATA, UC UMCTO HA YOBCKaA



ce sIBsIBa M3pa3 Ha HEromaTa Jylla U 4e KOMOWHanusATa OT OYKBH, ChbCTABIIABAIIU UMETO,
u3passiBa JyXOBHA PEaJHOCT, a IUIOCTHOTO ChuUeTaHHe OT OYKBHUTE B €IHO UME J100aBs
MO-ToJIsIMa CHJjla Ha BesKa OykBa. B TO3M KOHTEKCT JIOKTOPAaHTHT apryMEHTHpPA Te3aTa CU
3a HEOOXOIMMOCTTA OT M3ydaBaHe Ha OUOJICHCKUTE HMEHA B YYMIIUIIIE.

Tpera rnasa ,,M3cneaanero: Anamu3 Ha ypoka HabmromatenHo mpoydBaHe B KiIacHa
CTasl B PEJIMTHO3EH €BPEUCKU I0M 3a Momudeta B M3paen™ mpeacraBs U3BOAU OT IIPOBENECHO
OT JIOKTOpaHTa H3Cje/BaHe-HAOMIOJEHUE BBPXY KJIac OT MOMMYETa OT EBPEHCKO
penurno3Ho yumiuiie B M3paen mo Bpeme Ha ceneM OMONICHCKH ypoKa B MPOIBIIKECHUE
Ha enHa roaunHa. Ha moMuuerata ce naBar pasiMYHM 3a/1add, CBbP3aHU C MMEHATa OT
bubnusra. Upes 3amanusra ce uenu aa ce qo0ue MpeacraBa 3a HAuMHA HA MUCJIEHE Ha
MOMHYETA U 4pe3 JUCKYCUH, Oecequ M WHIAMBHIyallHA paboTa ¢ BCSAKAa YUCHHYKA TE Ja

6T)I[aT HAaCOYCHU KbM BB3NPHUECMAHC HA UJICATA 3a 3BHAYMMOCTTA HAa UMCTO B roAanu3Ma.

I11. Ouenka Ha NpUHOCHTE HA TPyJAa

Karo npuHOCHM MOMEHTH Ha Tpy/ia ca MOCOYEeHHU:

1. NHoBaTUBHO NPUIIOKEHHUE HA TEOPHUSTA 32 CAMOOIPEICIICHUETO U HAMUpaHe Ha
e(EeKTHBHO peIIeHHE 3a CBbP3BaHE HA YUCHHUIIUTE B €BPEHCKHUTE PETUTHO3HU yUHIIUIIA C
n3y4yaBaHeto Ha bubnusra.

2. IlpencraBsiHe HAa 3HaYEHHETO HA MMEHATa Ha OMOJECKUTEe repou U TIXHATa
BpB3Ka ChC ChbBPEMEHHOCTTA.

[Ipuemam 31510 JBaTa MPUHOCA, KATO CMsITaM, 4ye paboTara Ha JOKTOpPAHTa UMa
YHUBEPCAJIEH XapakTep M € MPUJIOKMMa H3BbH TECHHUS KOHTEKCT Ha EBPEMCKUTE
PENUTHO3HU YYHIIWIAa M Hu3ydyaBaHeTo Ha bubnusra. Anon ToB ce 0Oaszupa BBpPXY
TEOpHsiTa 3a CaMOOMPEIEICHUETO, KOSATO aKIEHTHUPA BBHPXY EMOIMOHATHOCTTa Ha
YYCHHIUTE, BbPXY YYBCTBOTO UM 3a MPUHAJICKHOCT KBM OIpeEAesieHa OOUTHOCT U ChIIO
Taka pa3BuBa JIOOOMUTCTBOTO Ha JeIrara, I03BOJsBAa CBOOOAHATA JHUCKYCHS,
CaMOCTOSITETHOTO MHCIIEHE U U3pa3sBaHe Ha MHeHue. Ta3u Teopus Ou Moria jaa ce
npeBT)pHe B OCHOBa Ha MH3KIOYUTCIHO BaXHHU II€AAarorudyeCKu MeETOoJu, KOHUTO 6I/IX3
JOTIpUHECTH W 3a oOydeHWero B Obarapckute yuwiuma. [lo momoben HayuH
M3Y4YaBaHETO Ha MPOM3XO0Jla W 3HAUYEHUETO Ha MMeTo B bubnmsTta, HO U He camo, Ou

MOTJIO Ja IOMOTHE Ha YYCHHUIUTC Oa YyCBOABAT yqe6eH Marepuajl B pa3jinuHu O6J'IaCTI/I,



BKJIFOYHUTEITHO M B OOYYCHHETO IO PENUTHUS U JOOPOJETENH, KAKBOTO CE MPEIBIDKAA Ja
Obne BbBeneHO B bwirapus. He Ha mocieqHO MSCTO aHAIM3UTE Ha H3paelicKara
oOpa3oBaTenHa CUCTEMa ChIIO BOAAT JI0 Pa3MHCIH 33 OBIrapcKOTO 0O0pa3oBaHuEe — HaM-
Be4e 3a MpoOJIEeMAaTHYHOCTTA HA TaKa HApEeYCHHs] KOMIIETCHTHOCTEH MOJXO0JI, KaKTO H 3a
OTKa3a WIH IIOHE NMPEeHEOpEerBaHeTo Ha Te3W (YKHIMHK Ha 0Opa30BAaHUETO, CBBP3aHU C

HU3TrpaXJaHETO Ha YyBCTBO 3a IIPHMHAAJIC)KHOCT M HAIMOHAJIHA HACHTUYHOCT.

IV. Ounenka Ha ny0ukanuuTe U apTopedepara

JIOKTOpaHThT MMa TpH NyOIMKalMM IO TeMaTa Ha AMCEPTaLUATa, KOETO €
HaIbJIHO JIOCTAThYHO 3a MpHJ00MBaHe Ha oOpa3oBaTesHATa M HayyHa CTEMEH JOKTOp.
HsmaMm cbBMECTHU MyOJIMKALUK C TOKTOPAHTA.

ABTOpedepaTbT OTroBapsl Ha U3UCKBAHUATA 32 00EM U ChABP)KAHUE U aJIEKBATHO

npeacTtaBsd OCHOBHUTC IIPUHOCHU MOMCHTH.

V. 3akiouenue

B 3axirouenue mora jga 060011, e qucepramusita ,,ConuaTHu U IMeJarornaecku
edexkTH OT MpuwiIoKeHHe Ha buOIMO3HAHUETO B PEIUTHO3HOTO O00pa3oBaHUE Ha
W3paenckoro HayaliHO y4MIUIIe“ WPEICTaBIsBA CAMOCTOATEIHO, OPUTMHATHO U
MIPOMHUCJICHO HW3CIICJIBAHE BBHPXY 3HAYMMH W aKTyaJlHH MpoOjeMu OT o0JiacTTa Ha
conuaiiHara uiocodus, punocodus Ha 0OpazoBaHUETO U OUOIEHCKUTE U3CIIEIBAHMUS.

C ornen Ha Ka3aHOTO M3pa3siBaM KaTETOPUYHOTO cU yoexaeHue Ha AjoH ToB na
ObJe mpuchaeHa oOpa3oBaTelHaTa U Hay4yHa CTENEeH ,,JOKTOpP~ MO MNPOQEeCcHOHATHO
Hamnpaienue — 2.3 ®dunocodus (Commanna ¢uinocodpus) U NMPUKaAHBAM WICHOBETE HA

Hay4noTo KXypu aa riacyBat no CbhIiusl Ha4MH.

09.01.2026 . Hou. n-p I'eprana Ilonosa



REVIEW
By Assoc. Prof. Dr Gergana Popova, SWU “Neofit Rilski”, Blagoevgrad,
member of the scientific jury
regarding the PhD thesis of Alon Itshak Tov
on ""Social and Pedagogical Effects of Using of Biblical Studies in Religious Edu-
cation in the Israeli Elementary School™
for the acquisition of the educational and scientific degree "doctor"
Professional direction — 2.3 Philosophy

Scientific specialty - Social philosophy

1. Data on the doctorate, dissertation, abstract and publications

Alon Tov was born in 1967 in Israel. He is a rabbi and a lecturer in Jewish studies and
Jewish religious philosophy in the city of Netanya, with 32 years of teaching experience. Alon Tov
is a doctoral student in independent training in Social Philosophy at the Department of Philosophy
and Political Sciences, Faculty of Philosophy at the South-West University "Neofit Rilski" with
the scientific supervisor Associate Professor Antoaneta Nikolova.

Alon Tov's dissertation is dedicated to an almost completely unknown topic in Bulgaria,
which concerns the use of names of characters from the Bible by students from religious schools.
On the other hand, it is related to the problem of increasing students' motivation through teaching,
which aims to include the emotionality of children in the assimilation of the material. This topic is
relevant, significant and dissertable.

The dissertation is 172 pages long and consists of a table of contents, introduction, 3
chapters, conclusion and bibliography. 75 sources in English were used for its development. | have
not identified any plagiarism.

The doctoral student has three publications on the topic of the dissertation, which is quite
sufficient for acquiring the educational and scientific degree of doctor. | have no joint publications
with the doctoral student.

The abstract meets the requirements for volume and content and adequately presents the
main points of contribution.

The introduction defines the research question of the dissertation and presents its working

hypotheses, object and subject, tasks, method and structure. The object of the study is actually



presented as a goal, which consists of studying the intensive study of the names of the characters
in the Bible and, accordingly, its relationship to the increased interest in Jewish biblical studies
among students. The subject of the work is specified as the social and political effects of the use
of the names of characters from the Bible by Jewish Bible teachers to increase the motivation to
study the Hebrew Bible among students from the religious elementary school in Israel. The main
research question of the work also gravitates around this issue, namely whether intensive training
on the names of biblical characters can lead to increased interest in studying the Bible among
students. The doctoral student's initial hypothesis on this issue is that there is a direct connection
between mastering and understanding biblical names and increasing motivation and interest in the
Bible.

The doctoral student emphasizes the relevance of his research in the perspective of the
unpopularity of Bible study, which, according to him, is due, first of all, to the overly theoretical
way in which it is taught in Bible lessons. Secondly, he emphasizes the excessive use of technology
both in everyday life and at school and, accordingly, on the student's distraction and the
increasingly weakening desire to study the seemingly unrelated to modernity and practice
educational content - in this case, the Bible. Thirdly, Alon Tov refers to the self-determination
theory of Ryan and Deci, which focuses on the intrinsic motivation for learning. According to him,
the development of lessons based on the methods of this theory of motivation can contribute to the
increased interest of students in this issue.

The research in this paper is focused on methods for overcoming the lack of motivation
and ways to form internal motivation on the part of students. It is based on the theoretical intuition
that the teaching method presented in it can increase the self-esteem of students in Bible study
classes and thus improve their performance. The dissertation sets itself the task of arguing this
intuition by conducting a study on the method of teaching and, accordingly, the assimilation of the
material by students from an elementary religious school. The studied group is the 7th grade in a
Jewish religious school in Israel, numbering 29 students.

The first chapter, entitled "Problems of Religious Education™ represents the theoretical
basis of the dissertation. In its first part, the doctoral student makes a serious historical review of
the Israeli education system. Its roots are traced in the various secular and religious educational
movements, which ultimately lead to the formation of a specific state education system.

Educational methods in Israel are also analyzed, with an emphasis on education in religious



schools. In this context, specific approaches to the interpretation of the Bible are also considered,
as well as the difficulties in studying it in school. This part of the first chapter is of interest not
only from a historical point of view. The doctoral student's research on the Israeli educational
system raises various questions from the field of social philosophy and the philosophy of education
- about the function and goals of education in school, about the construction of personal and
national identity, about the balance between tradition and modernization.

The second part of the chapter discusses some theories of motivation, with the doctoral
student focusing on the so-called self-determination theory of Ryan and Desi. This theory, as Alon
Tov points out, does not deal with the quantity, but with the quality of the motivation to perform
a certain activity. Ryan and Desi's theory emphasizes three internal psychological needs:
autonomy, a sense of competence, and a sense of connectedness. The doctoral student's
achievement is the linking of this theory to the study of the Bible. According to him, lessons on
the Bible through the study of biblical names will satisfy precisely these basic needs: it will develop
the student's autonomy, build and strengthen his sense of ability to achieve a given goal, and his
sense of belonging.

The second chapter, "Biblical studies and the meaning of using the name in the Bible"
justifies the use of biblical names in school by analyzing the essential connection between the
name and the essence of a person in Judaism. It presents various significant interpretations of the
idea that a person's name is an expression of his soul and that the combination of letters that make
up the name expresses a spiritual reality, and the overall combination of letters in a name adds
greater power to each letter. In this context, the doctoral student argues his thesis for the need to
study biblical names in school.

Chapter Three "The Research: Lesson Analysis Observational study in a classroom in a
Religious Jewish home for girls in Israel™ presents conclusions from a study-observation
conducted by the doctoral student on a class of girls from a Jewish religious school in Israel during
seven Bible lessons over the course of a year. The girls are given various tasks related to the names
from the Bible. The tasks aim to gain an idea of the way girls think and, through discussions, talks
and individual work with each student, to direct them to perceive the idea of the significance of
the name in Judaism.

2. Scientific contributions

The following are the points of contribution of the work:



1. Innovative application of self-determination theory and finding an effective solution for
connecting students in Jewish religious schools to study the Bible

2. Presentation of the meaning of the names of biblical characters and their connection to
our days.

| fully accept both contributions, as | believe that the work of the doctoral student has a
universal character and is applicable outside the narrow context of Jewish religious schools and
the study of the Bible. Alon Tov is based on the theory of self-determination, which emphasizes
the emotionality of students, their sense of belonging to a certain community and also develops
the curiosity of children, allows free discussion, independent thinking and expression of opinion.
This theory could become the basis of extremely important pedagogical methods that would also
contribute to education in Bulgarian schools. Similarly, studying the origin and meaning of the
name in the Bible, but not only, could help students master educational material in various fields,
including in the education of religion and virtues, which is planned to be introduced in Bulgaria.
Last but not least, the analyses of the Israeli educational system also lead to reflections on
Bulgarian education — especially on the problematic nature of the so-called competency approach,
as well as the rejection or at least neglect of those functions of education related to the building of
a sense of belonging and national identity.

3. Conclusion

The presented PhD thesis is an original, creative and contributing work. It meets the
requirements of the Law on the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria.
Its content reveals a structured philosophical thinking, ability to identify and investigate important
problems of our time and, by analysing their roots, to propose original solutions. Therefore, | will
vote YES to award Alon Tov Nikolov a scientific and educational degree "Doctor™ in professional
direction — 2.3. Philosophy, scientific specialty — Social Philosophy.

09.01.2026 Assoc. prof. Dr. Gergana Popova.
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