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1. OO0wo npeacraBsiHe JOKTOPAHTA

Coc 3anoBex Ne 2257/12.10.2022 r. Ha Pektopa Ha O3V ,,Heodut Puicku®, Amupa
bap Ilanom e 3auncieHa 3a JOKTOPaHT B caMOCTosTeNHa (hopma Ha 00yUyeHHE Ha aHTIUICKH
e3uk B Karezapa ,,Couunonorus npu Punocopekus pakynrer na FO3Y ,Heodur Puncku* B
obnact Ha Buciie oOpa3zoBanue 3. ComanHu, CTONMAHCKU W MPaBHU HAYKH, [Ipoghecuonanto
nanpasnenue 3.1. Coyuonoaus, anmponono2us u HayKu 3a Kyimypama, JOKTOpcKa mporpaMa
no crenuanHocT ,,Couumonorus. [Tomoxuna e ycnemHo NpeaBUACHUTE B MHIUBHYaTHHS
IUTaH TOKTOPAHTCKU M3IUTH U € OTYUCIIEHA C MPaBO Ha 3amuTa (3amoBes 3a oTuucisBaHe Ne

2323/08.10.2025 1.).

2. AKTYaJIHOCT HA TeMAaTHKAaTa

Temara 3a BKIIOYBAIIOTO OOpa30BaHHE B MYJITHKYJITYpEH KOHTEKCT € Oe3CIOpHO
aKTyasiHa, 0cCOOEHO B 0OIIECTBA, XapaKTEPU3HPAIIIH CE C BUCOKA CTETICH Ha KYJITypHA, €3UKOBa
U peMrro3Ha XeTepOTreHHOCT. Bce mo-uecto ce mocTaBs BbIIpOca 3a HEOOXOAMMOCTTa OT
Pa3BUTHETO HA aJIeKBaTHU 00pa30BaTEIHU MOJUTHKY 10 OTHOIIEHHE Ha BKIIIOYBAIIUTE MOJIEIH
U CBBP3aHUTE C TAX 100pH MPAKTUKH.

KyntypHoTo MHOTOOOpa3ue € eaHa OT OCHOBHUTE XapaKTePUCTUKA HA ChBPEMEHHOTO
u3paecko obmectBo. To ce xapakTepu3upa CbC CI0KHA CUCTEMA OT MPECUYAIIH CE COL[UAIIHH,

CTHUYCCKHU, PCIUTHUO3HHU, C3MKOBU W IOJIUTHYCCKHU pPas3aCiICHUsA, KOHUTO IIOCTaBAT



peain3upaHeTo Ha MPUHILIUIIKUTE Ha PAaBEHCTBO U BKJIIOYBAHE B 00Pa30BaHUETO MPEJ CEPHUO3HU
IIPEIN3BUKATENCTBA. B TO3M KOHTEKCT IBYE3WYHMTE YUMJIMINA IPEJCTaBISIBAT CPEACTBO 3a
MIPEoI0IIsIBaHE HA 00pa30BATEIHUTE U COLMAIIHU pa3/eieHus. Y YHIUIIeTo ,,Pbka 3a ppKka“ B
Mepycanum ce OTKpOsIBa KaTo eMOIeMaTHIeH MPUMep 3a 00pa3oBaTeseH MOJEN B H3PACICKHS
KYJATYpEeH KOHTEKCT. M30paHusAT OT aBTOpa €THOrpad)CKU METOJ IO3BOJISABA 3aBJIOOYCHO

HU3CJIICABAHC HA OGp%OBaTeHHI/ITe IMpOoNLECH B TAXHATA €CTCCTBCHA COIMAIHA U KYJITYpHA CpCla.

3. Ilo3naBaHe Ha mpoodJiema

Hoxropant Amupa bap [llamom mma 3aap10049€HH MMO3HAHHUS M OOTraT MPaKTHYECKH
OIUT B 00J1aCTTa HA MYJITHKYJATYPHOTO 0Opa3zoBaHue. Ts npurexaBa HEOOXOIUMHUTE YMEHUS U
KOMIIETEHTHOCTH, CBBbpP3aHU C BKIIOYBALIOTO OOpa3oBaHHE B M3PACICKOTO MYJITHKYJITYPHO
obmectBo. Kato memarormvyeckd ChHbBETHHUK B JBYE3WYHOTO yuwiwie ,,Phbka 3a pbka” B
Uepycamm, cp3gageno mpes 1997 r., Amupa Bap Illanom nma mpexn HaGIIOLCHHS BBPXY
OCHOBHMS TIIOJIXOJ] HAa HWHCTUTYIHATa, KOWTO ce (OKycHpa BBpPXYy HAChpYaBaHETO Ha
PaBEHCTBOTO MEXIy €BPEUCKUTE M apaOCKUTE YUCHHIIM Ype3 BHUMATEIHO CTPYKTypUpaHa
oOpasoBarenHa pamka. M3mnon3Banarta quteparypa ce ¢beTou oT 140 n3tounuka (0T KouTo 28

Ha UBpUT 1 112 Ha aHTIMIICKH €3UK) U ChbOTBETCTBA HA NMPHUJIOKEHUSI U3CIICIOBATEIICKH MTOIXO/I.

4. MeToanka Ha U3CJIeIBAHETO

[IpoBeneHo e erHorpadcko HM3cCieqBaHe, KOETO MMa 3a Iel J1a pa3KpHhe Jajid M Kak
JIBYE3MUYHOTO YUHIHIIE ,,PbKa 3a pbKka” B MepycaanM YCIenHo U3MbIIHsABA CBOSITA COLHAITHA
u obpaszoBarenHa mucusi. U36panust ot nokropant Amupa bap Illamom kauecTBeH MeTo 1aBa
BB3MOKHOCT 32 3aJbJIOOYEHO W BCEOOXBATHO M3y4YaBaHE Ha M3cie[BaHHs mpobiem. Kakrto
aBTOPBT OTOEISI3BA, TO3U MOJAXO/]] BKJIIOUBA HAPATUB, KOHTEKCTyaJIeH JOKIaJ OT HaOII01eHIe
C yyacTHe U JbJIOOYMHHHI UHTEPBIOTA C KJIIOYOBU 3aMHTepecoBaHU cTpaHu. Cpen u3cieIBaHnuTe
JMIA ca: OO0 MIECTHAAECET CIYXHUTEIH B YUWIHMIIETO (JUPEKTOPH, 3aMECTHHUK-TUPEKTOPH,
KJIACHU PBKOBOJUTENH, MPENOJaBaTENN M0 MPEIMETH M NEAArOrMYeCKH ChBETHUIM), AECET
POIMTENN CHOTBETHO IO TET OT €BPEHCKM M apaOCKu Mpou3xo] (Moa0paHu Bb3 OCHOBA Ha
3HAYUTEIHOTO UM y4YacTHE B YUWJIMIIHUTE JAEHHOCTH) U OCEM BB3NMHUTAHULHN HA YUUIHILIETO,
3aBbppmmin B nepuoaa 2012 r. — 2014 1., chbOTBETHO O YETHUPHU OT apaOCKH M EBPEHCKHU
pousxo. Bucoko oneHsBam afieKBaTHOCTTa Ha IIPUIIOKEHUS U3CIIEA0BATEICKH METOM, KAKTO

1 Ha MOCTUTHATHUTEC YPC3 HCT'O HAYUHU PE3YJITATHU.



5. XapakTepHCTHKA Ha IMCEPTALMOHHMA TPy U OLICHKA HA PHHOCUTE

JlucepTanuoHHUAT TPy € ¢ 00eM 216 CTpaHHUIM U c€ ChCTOU OT yBOJI, CEJEM TJIaBH,
3aKloYeHue, Oubnmorpadus, NpuioKeHHe, CaMOOIICHKa Ha IMPUHOCUTE B JOKTOpPCKaTa
aucepTraluss M CIUCBHK C MyOJMKalMM IO TeMaTa Ha JAUCepTalusaTa. YBOIABT ChIbpiKa
OCHOBHUTE €JIEMEHTH, XapaKTEpHH 3a €IHO IOUCEPTAlMOHHO H3ciefBaHe. B mbpBa riasa,
o3ariaseHa ,,[I3paen KaTo MyJITHUKYJITYpHO OOILIECTBO, c€ aKIIEHTHUPA BbPXY UCTOPUUECKHUTE,
KyJITypHUTE U €THHYECKHUTE OCOOCHOCTH Ha M3PAEICKOTO OOIIECTBO, KAKTO U HAa TIXHOTO
BIMSIHUE BBbPXY MEXAYTPyHNOBHUTE OTHOLIEHUS M 0Opa30BaTEeNHUTE NpPakTUKU. BTopa riasa
,,/I3paciCKUAT MyJITUKYITYPEH KOHTEKCT — OT Cerperanus KbM BKIIIOUBaHE € IIOCBETEHA Ha
BBIPOCHUTE 32 BKJIFOYBAILOTO U MYJITUKYJITYPHOTO 00pa3oBaHue, MyATHKYITYPHUTE IPOrPaMH
U poJiATa Ha JBye3nyHuTe yuunuiua B M3paen. B tpera rnasa (,,Meromonorus u Leiau Ha
U3CJIEIBAaHETO ) aBTOPBT 0OOCHOBABA U3MOI3BAHETO HA €THOrPa()CKUs MOAXO/ B IBYE3UYHOTO
yumnnme ,,Ppka 3a ppka” B MepycamuM. UeTBbpra, meTa W IIecTa riaBa (03aryiaBeHH
CBHOTBETHO ,,YUWINLIHUTE MPENOJaBaTeId B JBYE3WYHOTO yuuiauiie ,Ppka 3a ppka“ B
Uepycamum®, ,,PomuTenute B ABYe3sMYHOTO yumimiie ,.Pwka 3a ppka“ B Hepycamum™ u
,,3aBBPIININTE JBYE3HIHOTO yUHIHIIE ,,PbKa 32 ppka® B Mepycannm®) chabpikaT aHAIn3 Ha
pe3yaTaTuTe OT MPOBEJCHUTE OT aBTOPA IbJIOOYMHHU MHTEPBIOTA C MIPEICTABUTENN OT TPUTE
LIENIEBU TPYIIH, TIPSKO CBBP3aHM C JBYE3MUYHOTO yumiuile ,.Prka 3a peka“ B Mepycamum®™ —
JEHCTBAaIlll YYUTENINU, POAUTENN M BB3NMTAHULM Ha mocoueHoTo yuwiuie. CenMa riasa
,,CTIIEIUATHA THU ¥ IEPEMOHUH* OTHOBO € CBbP3aHa C IBYE3UYHOTO YUWIMIIE ,,PhKa 32 phKa“
B Mepycamum™ u e 0co6eHO LEHHA 33 MOCTHTAHETO HA IEITA HA JMCEPTALMOHHHS TPYL.
3aK/II0YEHUETO ChIbp’KAa OCHOBHUTE W3BOAM OT JUCEPTALlMOHHOTO M3CIIEBAaHE, a B
MIPUIIOKEHUETO € MPEICTABeH U3IOJI3BAHUS MHCTPYMEHTAPHYM 32 JIbJIOOYMHHUTE HHTEPBIOTA.

HpI/ICMaM KaTo OAJI0 CaMOOI€HKAaTa Ha HAYYHUTEC IMOCTHIKCHHUA Ha IUCEPTAUATA.

6. IIpenenka Ha MyOJIUKANMUATE U JTUYHUS MPUHOC HA IOKTOPAHTA

[IpencraBenu ca yeTupu My OIUKAIMU 10 TeMaTa Ha AUCEPTALATA (IBE CAMOCTOSTEITHH
U JBe B ChaBTOPCTBO). KbM TAX MOke 1a ce 100aBu M OlIEe €Ha CaMOCTOSTEIHA Hay4dHa
paszpaboTka 1o nevar Ha Tema ,,Arabs and Jews together: Reflections of staff members in the
Hand in Hand Multicultural School in Jerusalem* (Apabu u eBpem 3aenHo: Pazmuciou Ha
CIlyXMTEINTE B MYJITHKYITYPHOTO yumnmme ,,Ppka B ppka“ B Mepycammm). Hayunwmre
nyONIMKalMu  OTpa3siBaT  IOCJIEJOBATENHUS  HM3CIEIOBATEICKM HMHTEpPEC M JIMYHATa
aHTXUPAHOCT Ha JOKTOpAaHTa KbM NpobiieMuTe Ha O0Opa3oBaHUETO B MYJITHKYJITYPHO

O6H_ICCTBO. He mora JAa KOHCTaThupaM HAJIWMYHUETO HaA IIaruaTCTBO B TAX.



7. ABTopedepar

ABTOpedepaThT 0Tpa3siBa KOPEKTHO ChIbPKAHUETO HA AucepTanuoHHUs Tpya. C men
BHACSIHETO Ha TMO-TOJIsIMA SICHOTA, TEKCTHT cle/iBa a Obae mo-a1o00pe cTpyKTypupaH. B Hero ce
ChIIbPrKa CaMOOLIEHKATa Ha HAyYHUTE U HAyYHONPUJIOKHUTE IpUHOCH. [IpeacTaBeH e ¥ CUChK
Ha MyOJMKaIMHUTe, CBbP3aHU C TeMaTa Ha AMcepTanusaTa (C M3KIIOYEHHE Ha CTaTHUSTa MOJ

reyar).

8. KpuTnunm 0ejieskKKM U NMpenopbLKU

Hmam crnieqHuTe KpUTUYHH O€JIEeKKH U IPETIOPBKU:

1. TepMHUHBT ,,BKIIOYBANIO O0pa30BaHME M3MCKBA MPELIHU3HO KOHIENTYaIH3UpaHe,
THH KaTO YeCTO CE U3MOJI3Ba OCHOBHO B KOHTEKCTA Ha CIICIIMATHUTE 00pa30BaTeITHU
MOTPEeOHOCTH.

2. Jla ce pasriena mo-3aabi10049€HO BBIIPOCA 3a BKJIIOYBAIIOTO OOpa30BaHUE KaTo
KITFOYOB KOMITOHEHT Ha 00pa30BaHUETO B MYJITHUKYJITYPHO OOIIECTBO;

3. ABTOp’bT Jda OpOABbJIKA U3CJIICABAHUATA CU IO TEMATa HAa JUCCPTALIMOHHUSA TPYI
KaTo aHalu3upa TO0-33JbJIO0YEHO KAaKTO YCHEIIHWTE NPAKTHKH, Taka H

KOH(bJ'II/IKTI/ITe, AUJIEMHUTE, OrPpaHUYCHUATA U HCYCIICXUTC HAa BKIIIOYBAIIHUA MOOCII.

9. 3aki04eHne

JucepTalluoHHUAT TpyJ Ha TeMa ,.Brawueaujo obpazosanue 6 MyamuxyimypHo
oowecmeo. Emmnozpaghcko uscneosane na o0eyesuuno ywunuuwie ,Pvka 3a pvka” 6
Hepycanum™ cpappka HAaydHM ¥ HAy4HONPHJIOKHH PE3YNTAaTH, KOWTO NPEICTaBIISABAT
OpUTHHAJICH TPUHOC B HayKaTa M OTrOBapsAT HA M3HWCKBAaHUATA Ha 3aKOHA 3a pa3BUTHE Ha
akanmeMuuHus cbctaB B PemyOnuka boearapust (3PACPB), IlpaBunHuka 3a mpuiaraHe Ha
3PACPb u BwTpemnure mpaBuia 3a pa3BUTHE Ha akaaeMmuuHusi cberaB B HO3Y Heodur
Puncku®. JlaBam nonoxcumenna oyenka Ha JOKTOpPCKaTa Te€3a U HPeOldzam HA HAYYHOMO
JHcypu 0a npucvou 0dpazosamennama u HayYHa cmene ,00kmop“ na Amupa bap Illanom
B 00JyacT Ha BHciIe oOpa3zoBanue 3. Coluainy, CTONAHCKU U MIpaBHU HAayKH, [Ipoghecuonanno
nanpasnenue 3.1. Coyuonoaus, anmponono2us u HayKu 3a Kyamypama, JOKTOpcka mporpaMa

10 cenuaIHoCT ,,COIUOJIOTHS .
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1. General data about the PhD candidate

Amira Bar Shalom has been enrolled by Order No. 2257/12.10.2022 of the Rector of
South-West University “Neofit Rilski” as a PhD student in an individual form of study in
English at the Department of Sociology, Faculty of Philosophy, South-West University “Neofit
Rilski” in the field of Higher education 3. Social Sciences, Economics and Law, Professional
field 3.1. Sociology, Anthropology and Cultural Sciences, PhD program in “Sociology”.

She has successfully passed the PhD student examinations that were part of the
Individual Study Plan and has been given the opportunity to defend her dissertation (Rector’s
order for PhD completion No. 2323/08.10.2025).

2. Relevance of the topic

The topic of inclusive education in a multicultural context is undoubtedly relevant,
especially in societies characterized by a high degree of cultural, linguistic, and religious
heterogeneity. The need to develop adequate educational policies regarding inclusive models
and related good practices is increasingly being raised.

Cultural diversity is one of the main characteristics of contemporary Israeli society. It is
characterized by a complex system of intersecting social, ethnic, religious, linguistic, and

political divisions that pose serious challenges to the realization of the principles of equality



and inclusion in education. In this context, bilingual schools are a means of overcoming
educational and social divisions. The Hand-in-Hand School in Jerusalem stands out as an
emblematic example of an educational model in the Israeli cultural context. The ethnographic
method chosen by the author allows for an in-depth study of educational processes in their

natural social and cultural environment.

3. Knowledge of the problem

Amira Bar Shalom has in-depth knowledge and extensive practical experience in the
field of multicultural education. She possesses the necessary skills and competencies related to
inclusive education in Israel's multicultural society. As a school counselor at the Hand-in-Hand
Bilingual School in Jerusalem, established in 1997, Amira Bar Shalom has direct observations
of the institution's basic approach, which focuses on promoting equality between Jewish and
Arab students through a carefully structured educational framework. The literature used
consists of 140 sources (28 in Hebrew and 112 in English) and corresponds to the research

approach applied.

4. Methodology of the study

An ethnographic research was conducted to reveal whether and how the Hand-in-Hand
Bilingual School in Jerusalem successfully fulfills its social and educational mission. The
qualitative method chosen by doctoral student Amira Bar Shalom allows for an in-depth and
comprehensive study of the research problem. As the author notes, this approach includes a
narrative, a contextual report based on participant observation, and in-depth interviews with
key stakeholders. Among the subjects studied are: a total of sixteen school employees
(principals, vice principals, homeroom teachers, subject teachers, and school counselor), ten
parents, five of Jewish and five of Arab origin (selected on the basis of their significant
involvement in school activities), and eight school alumni who graduated between 2012 and
2014, four of Arab and four of Jewish origin. I highly appreciate the adequacy of the research

method applied, as well as the scientific results achieved through it.

5. Characteristics of the doctoral thesis and scientific contributions

The dissertation is 216 pages long and consists of an introduction, seven chapters, a
conclusion, a bibliography, an appendix, a self-assessment of the contributions to the doctoral
dissertation, and a list of publications on the topic of the dissertation. The introduction contains

the main elements characteristic of a dissertation study. The first chapter, entitled “Israel as a



Multicultural Society”, focuses on the historical, cultural, and ethnic characteristics of Israeli
society and their influence on intergroup relations and educational practices. The second
chapter, “The Israeli Multicultural Context — From Segregation to Inclusion”, is devoted to
issues of inclusive and multicultural education, multicultural programs, and the role of bilingual
schools in Israel. In the third chapter (“Research Methodology and Goals™), the author justifies
the use of an ethnographic approach at the Hand-in-Hand Bilingual School in Jerusalem. The
fourth, fifth, and sixth chapters (entitled “The School Staff at the Hand-in-Hand Bilingual
School in Jerusalem”, “The Parents at the Hand-in-Hand Bilingual school in Jerusalem” and
“Graduates at the Hand in Hand Bilingual school in Jerusalem™) contain an analysis of the
results of in-depth interviews conducted by the author with representatives of the three target
groups directly related to Hand-in-Hand Bilingual School in Jerusalem: current teachers,
parents, and alumni of the school. Chapter seven, “Special Days and Ceremonies”, is again
related to the bilingual school Hand-in-Hand Bilingual School in Jerusalem and is particularly
valuable for achieving the goal of the dissertation. The conclusion contains the main findings
of the doctoral research, and the appendix presents the research tools used for the in-depth
interviews. [ generally accept the self-assessment of the scientific achievements of the

dissertation.

6. Publications and personal contribution of the PhD candidate

Four publications on the topic of the dissertation are presented (two independent and
two co-authored). To these can be added another independent scientific study currently in print
on the topic of “Arabs and Jews together: Reflections of staff members in the Hand in Hand
Multicultural School in Jerusalem”. The scientific publications reflect the doctoral student's
consistent research interest and personal commitment to the problems of education in a

multicultural society. I cannot ascertain the presence of plagiarism in the publications.

7. Abstract of the dissertation

The abstract accurately reflects the content of the dissertation. For greater clarity, the
text should be better structured. It contains a self-assessment of the scientific and applied
scientific contributions. A list of publications related to the topic of the dissertation is also

presented (with the exception of the article in print).



8. Critical comments and recommendations

I have the following critical comments and recommendations:

1. The term “inclusive education” requires precise conceptualization, as it is often used
primarily in the context of special educational needs.

2. The issue of inclusive education as a key component of education in a multicultural
society should be examined in greater depth.

3. I recommend that the author continues her research on the topic of the dissertation by
analyzing in greater depth both the successful practices and the conflicts, dilemmas, limitations,

and failures of the inclusive model.

9. Conclusion

The dissertation entitled “Education for Inclusion in a Multicultural Society:
Ethnographic Research of the Hand-in-Hand Bilingual School in Jerusalem” contains scientific
and applied research results that represent an original contribution to science and meets the
requirements of the Act on Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria
(ADASRB), the Regulations for the Implementation of ADASBR and the Internal Rules for the
Development of Academic Staff at the South-West University “Neofit Rilski”. I give a positive
assessment of the doctoral thesis and propose to the scientific jury to award its author Amira
Bar Shalom the Educational and Scientific degree “Doctor” in the field of Higher education
3. Social sciences, Economics and Law, Professional field 3.1. Sociology, Anthropology and

Cultural Sciences, doctoral program in “Sociology”.
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