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PELHEH3UA

Ha TPEICTaBEHUTE TPYJAOBE 3a ydacTHE B KOHKYPC 3a aKaJleMUYHaTa JTBKHOCT
[TPODECOP, o6sBen ot FO3VY ,,Heodut Priicku™ B JIB., Op. 82 ot 7.10.2025 1.

Pentensent: mon. n-n Enka I'eopruesa I'opanoBa
Kannunat: gou. a-p Murnena Banosa Cumoncka-Ilamosa

PeneH3usita € M3roTBeHa Bb3 OCHOBA Ha 3aKOHA 3a Pa3BUTHE HA aKaJCMUYHUS
cbecTaB B P bwirapus u [IpaBunnuka 3a HeroBoto npunarase B FO3Y “H. Puiicku®, rp.
brnaroesrpan. IlpeacraBeHnTe MOKYMEHTH 110 OOSIBEHMS KOHKYPC C €IUHCTBEH
KaHauaatT aoil. 1-p Murnena MiBanosa Cumoncka-Ilamosa ot FO3VY ,,Heodut Priicku”,
Katezapa ,,Jloroneaus* ca B bJ€H KOMIUIEKT ChIVIACHO 3aKOHOBUTE pa3mope/ioun, Ha
0a3zara Ha KOWUTO € WM3BBPIICHO OICHSBAHETO W KAaTO KaHIUJAT 3a aKaJeMU4yHaTa
JUTBKHOCT ,,lipodecop”.

l. Kpamku ouozpagpuunu oannu 3a kanouoama

Murnena HMBanoBa Cumoncka-IlamoBa e Jjoromen M u3cledgoBaTell C
JBJITOTOAMIIICH HAY4YeH W MPEToJIaBaTeNICKU OMUT B 00JacTTa HA KOMYHHUKATUBHUTE
HapyumeHusa. IlpodecnonanHusT m mbT 3anouBa mnpe3 1996 r. kato mMaructTep 1o
Cnemmanna mnenaroruka (edexronorus), cbe Crneumanuzanuu: Jloromeauss u
[lenaroruka 3a nuua ¢ uHTeNeKkTyasiHa HegoctarbuHocT BB MHIII na Coduiickus
yHuBepcuteT ,,CB. Kmmment Oxpuacku®. T npemMuHaBa mnpe3 BCUUKH €Tanu Ha
aKaJICeMUIHOTO U3pacTBaHe, KaTo oT 1999 r e Ha3HaueHa 3a acucteHTt B KO3V ,,Heodur
Puncku”, ot kbaeTO cTapTHpa HEWHara akajgeMuuHa kapuepa. [IpombikaBa kaTo
crapum acucteHT (2009) u rmaBen acuctent (2014), karo npe3 2009 r. 3amuTaBa
nokTopcka crteneH mo ,,Crenmanna mnemgaroruka (Jloromemms), O3V ,Heodwur
Punckun”. Temara Ha gucepranusra u ,,JInarHocTUKa HA PAHHOTO 3a€KBaHE MOCTaBs

OCHOBHUTE Ha HEHMHUTE H3CJICAOBATCIICKU ThbPCCHUA C AKICHT BbPXY NUArHOCTUKATA U



MpeBeHIMsITa Ha 3aekBaHe mpu gena. [Ipes 2014 1. e uszbpana 3a JlomeHT 1O
HanpasiieHue 7.4. O0IIecTBeHO 3/paBe (JIOTOIeIus).

EnnoBpeMeHHO ¢ HayyHaTa Kapuepa, 1o1eHT a1-p Muriena Cumoncka-Ilaosa
pa3BUBa U 3HAYUTEJIEH YIPaBIECHCKU U opraHu3aiuones onut. Ot 2015 r. 1o 2023 1.
e Jlexan Ha dakyinTera 1Mo 00IIECTBEHO 3/IpaBe, 3paBHU TPHIKU U CIIOPT U MapaJiesTHO
C TOBa € PBKOBOJMTENI Ha Karenpa ,Jloromenus“. PrkoBoauten ¢ Ha IleHTbpa 1o
JIOTOMEIUSI OT HErOBOTO Ch3/IaBaHE A0 JHEC, KOOpAUHATOp € Ha MexayHapoHarta
acouuanus 1o 3anbBaHe 3a bearapus, a ot 2019 r. e u npencenaren Ha Komucusita no
€TUKa Ha HaydyHUTe u3cneaBanus, kbM KO3Y. KaTo akTHBEH 4ieH Ha HAIMOHAIHU U
MEXJYHAPOJAHU HAy4YHU U TpoPeCHOHAIHW OpraHu3aluu B o0jacTTa Ha
obmecTBeHOTO 3ApaBe W JjoromnenusTta (EBporeiicka aconuamus mo o0OIIECTBEHO
3npaBe, bbiarapcka aconuaius mo o0IIECTBEHO 3/IpaBe -UJIeH Ha YIIPABUTEIHUS ChBET,
bbiarapcko HaydyHO APY)KECTBO MO OOIIECTBEHO 3apaBe, bbarapcko ApyKecTBO IO
WHCYJIT), TS JONPUHACSA 3a PaA3BUTHETO HA MEKIAYIUCHUIUIMHAPHUTE BPB3KH H
KJIIOYOBATa pOJIsi Ha JIOTONEIUATa B €KUIHATa padoTa. YuacTBa B PEIaKIMOHHU
KOJIETHH U PEICH3Upa B CIEIUATM3UPaHN HAYYHHU CIIMCAHMS U COOPHUIIM, C KOETO Ce

JI0Ka3Ba KaTo CHELHAIUCT B 00JIaCTTa HA KOMYHUKATUBHUTE HAPYILICHHUS.

Il.  Xapaxkmepucmukxa na nayunama u HayYHO-RPUIOHCHAMA NPOOYKUUS

Ha KaHouoama
CerimacHO mpeacTaBeHaTa aBTOpcKa crpaBka OT 33  HaydyHu Tpyna - 12
camocrosiTelHd U 21 B chaBTOpcTBO, (0T KOMTO: 1 MOHOrpadus (XaOMIHTAIMOHEH
Tpyn), 11 myOnukanuu u A0KIaau, MyOJIMKyBaHU B HAYYHH H3JIaHUs, pedepupanu u
WHJEKCUPAaHW B CBETOBHOW3BECTHM 0a3W JaHHM C HayyHa wuHpopmarms, 21
nyOnuKalMu M JOKJIaAH, MyOJMKYBaHU B HeEpepepUpaHH COHCAHUS C HAYYHO
penensupane. CegemMHazeceT OT HAyYHHTE TPYAOBE ca IMyOJUKYBaHE B CBETOBHO
u3BecTHU 0azu nanHu — Web of Science, Scopus, CEEOL, ERIH Plus u nip., kato 4 ot
Tax ca B Q4, Q2 u Q1), HayyHaTa ¥ HAyYHO-TIPUJIOKHATA MPOIYKIIMS HA KaHUIaTa €

TECMATUYHO IIOCIACAOBATC/IIHA, C KOHKPCTHA IIPAKTHYCCKAa HACOYCHOCT H 00eMHO



HAJXBBPJIA MU3UCKyeMHTE 3a mpodecypa nmydnukanuu. KonuuecTBeHUTe MOKa3aTeau
camu 1o cebe cH 0Tpa3siBaT yCTOMYMBa Hay4YHa aKTUBHOCT U CUCTEMHO IIPUCHCTBUE B
Hay4YHOTO IPOCTPAHCTBO B 00JIACTTA HA JIOTONEANATAa U KOMYHUKATUBHUTE HAPYIICHUS
— yuactua B 38 KoHrpeca U KoHpEpeHIUH, 1 u3HeceHU 10 JNEKIHOHHHM Kypca Mo
nporpama Epa3bsm. B kaduecTBeH acmekT HayyHaTa MPOIYKIUS C€ OTIMYaBa C SICHO
ouepTaHa MU3CIIEA0BATEICKA JIUHUS, POKyCHpaHa BbpXY HApYLIECHUATA HA IJIABHOCTTA
Ha pedTa, HEBPOJOTHMYMHO Oa3upaH KOMYHUKAaTUBHU HapylieHus, aucdarus,
apTUKYJIAllMOHHU W (OHOJOTMYHM HapyLIEHUs, KaKTO M IMpUIaraHeTo Ha
MexnyHapoanara knacudukanus Ha (QyHKIMOHUPAHETO, YBPEKIAHETO U 3/IPABETO
(ICF) B noronenuyHaTa mpakTUKa. 3acarana COIMaaHuTe U (PYHKIIMOHATHUTE aCIIEKTH
Ha KOMYHUKaTUBHUTE pPa3CTPONUCTBA.

Oco0eHo BHUMaHHE 3acTy)KaBa HaAyIHO-TIPUIIOKHATA HACOUEHOCT Ha TPYIOBETE
Ha KaHAMaTa. 3HAYUTENHA YacT OT MyOJUKalUUTE U aBTOPCKUTE pa3pabOTKU MUMaT
npsika MPHJIOKUMOCT B JIOTOTEIWYHATA MPAKTHUKA, KaTO Mpesiarar AUarHOCTUYHH
WHCTPYMEHTH, TEPANeBTUYHU MOJEIW U METOAMYECKH HACOKU, aJalnTHpPaHU KbM
OBITapcKusl €3UKOB U KyJITYpeH KOHTEKCT. ToBa mpuaaBa Ha Hay4HaTa IPOAYKIIMS HE
camMo TEOpETHUYHA CTOMHOCT, HO M BUCOKA MPaKTUYEeCKa 3HAYUMOCT 32 CTICIIUATUCTHTE
B o0JjacTra.

[MutupyemocTTa Ha TPYAOBETE M YYaCTHETO B KOJEKTUBHU HAay4YHU HPOEKTU
CBUCTEIICTBAT 32 Pa3M03HAaBaEMOCTTa M MMPUHOCA Ha KaHIMaTa B U3CJIeI0BaTEICKaTa
OOIIHOCT.

B 00600menue, HayyHaTa W Hay4HO-TIPUJIOKHATA MPOIYKLMS Ha KaHIUJaTa
OTroBaps B MMbJIHA CTETICH Ha M3UCKBAHUATA 32 00EM, KAYeCTBO M Hay4yHa 3HAYUMOCT.
[IpencraBeHuTe TpPyAOBE IMOKa3BaT 3aJbJI0O0YEHOCT, MOCIEIOBATEIIHOCT M MPUHOC
KaKTO KbM Pa3BUTHETO Ha TEOPETUIHOTO 3HAHUE, TaKa M KbM YCHBBPIICHCTBAHETO HA
JIOTOTIEIUYHATA TTPAKTHKA.

I1l.  Ocnoeénu  npumnocu 6 nayunama, HayyHO-NPUNONCHAMA U
npenooasamencka 0eiiHoCm Ha Kanouoama.



1. Hayunu u nayuno-npunodichu npuHocu

B xabunuranmonnwus cu Tpy ,,CIOHTAaHHO BH3CTAHOBSIBAHE U TEPAITUs HA 3aCKBaHE
B Jercka BB3pacT* (2025) morn. Murnena CuMOHCKa TpeacTaBs 3aAbJIOOYCH U
CHUCTEMaTHYCH aHaJIN3 Ha Mpo0OJieMa ChC 3a€KBAHETO B JIETCKA BH3PACT, KaTO IMOCTaBS
dokyc BBpXy (EeHOMEHa Ha CIOHTAHHOTO BbH3CTAHOBSIBAHE M TEPANECBTHUUHUTE
MOJIXO/IM 33 HETOBOTO IMPEOIOJIsIBAHE. 3HAYMMOCTTA Ha U3CIIEIBAHETO € JIOKA3aHO U C
nyOnukyBaHe Ha cratus B Procedia — Social and Behavioral Sciences (Elsevier)
Simonska (2015), B kosTO ca ONMCaHU JaHHA OT BHEAPSIBAHETO Ha IMporpamara

(Lidcombe Program) B ObIrapcku yCiaoBHSL.

2. Hayuno-npunoosicen npunoc upe3 eanuoupaue u adanmupauve Ha OUASHOCMUYEH
UHCIPYMEHMAPUYM.

Jor. CuMOHCKa PBKOBOJIM aIaliTUPAHETO HA TUAHOCTUYCH UHCTPYMEHTApUYM B
oOiacTTa Ha mpUAOOWTHTE HEBporeHHW HapymieHus - FDA-2: Frenchay Dysarthria
Assessment-Second Edition 3a qusaptpus, aucharus u agasuu, KOSTO € MPEACTABEHO
B myOsukaiuu Ha KoctoBa & Cumoncka B Bulgarian Journal of Public Health 2024).

Jorn. CUMOHCKa y4acTBa M B EMITUPUYHO W3CJICIBAHE 32 TUATHOCTUKA M OIICHKA Ha
()OHOJIOTMYHOTO M €3UWKOBOTO PAa3BUTHUE B JIETCKA BH3PACT. Pe3ynraThT € myOInMKyBaH
B Orbis Linguarum u Egyptian Journal of Otolaryngology (Springer, Web of Science),
Braynova & Simonska (2024) ¢ npeacTaBeHH TaHHU 3a BaJIMIHOCT U YCTOMYMBOCT Ha
OLICHBYHH CKaJIH.

3. Ilpunoc 6 unmeepupanemo HA UHOBAMUGHU U ACUCTIUPAWYU MEXHOTIOSUU 6

JI020NeOUYHAMa mepanus.

[IpuHOCHT B WMHTErPHUPAHETO HAa WHOBATUBHU W ACHUCTHPAIIA TEXHOJOTHU €
JI0Ka3aH 4pe3 JABeTe MyOJuKaluu B MexayHapogaute usaanus Machines (MDPI, Q2)
— Georgieva-Tsaneva et al., 2023, u Technologies (Q1) — Lekova et al., 2025, kpaero
ca ONMKCaHW BHEAPSBAHETO HA colaiHu poootH, [oT pemenus u high-tech assistive

technologies B ioronennyHara npakTUKa.



4. Hayuno-npunodicen npunoc upe3 yyacmue u pbKOB0OCMEO HA NPOEKMU C
8HeOpUMeJICKU Xapaxkmep.
Hayuynute pesynratu ca B pe3yldrar OT MNOpoekTHa JeriHoct kbM MOH

,,/IHOBaTUBHA METOJIOJIOTUSI 3a HUHTETPUpPAHE HA AaCUCTUpAIld TEXHOJOTHH B
JIOTONeANYHATA Tepanus Ipu Jela U MoJpacTBalIM, KAKTO U OT PHKOBOJCTBOTO Ha
npoekTtu ¢uHancupanu ot KO3V ,H. Puncku®.

5. IIpenooasamencku u HayuyHoO-0peaHU3AYUOHHU NPUHOCU

Joi. CumoHCKa uMa HaJ 25 TOAUIICH CTaK B 00YYEHUETO HA CTYICHTH 110
noroneans B OKC ,,6akanaBbp‘ 1 ,,MarucThp‘, KaKTO ¥ MpEIo aBaHe Ha
Yy>KJECTPaHHU CTYIEHTH 1o mporpama ,,Epazsm®. Uma ycneniHo 3ammruiu 4
JIOKTOPAHTHU U S TEKYIIX JOKTOPAHTH B MPO(ECUOHAIIHO HampaBiieHue 7.4.
OOG1iecTBEeHO 3/paBe (JIoromeaus).

IV. Kpumuunu éenercku u nnenopvku.
HsmaM kpuTHYIHN O€TIeKKH U TPEIOPBKHU.

V. 3aknwuenue

Hayunara nedHOCT Ha KaHAWJaTa HAJIBUIIABA MUHUMATHUTE HAIIMOHAIHU
M3WCKBAHMS W € HAIBJIHO ChOOpa3eHa C KPUTEpUUTE Ha 3aKOHA 3a pa3BUTHE Ha
akajmeMuyHuss cbcraB B PemyOmmka bbarapus, m ¢ BbTpElIHUTE TNpaBWiIa Ha
IOrozanaguus yauBepcurer ,,Heodbur Puncku®. Hom. a-p Cumoncka-llamosa e
MocjeA0BaTesIeH, eJICHACOUYEH, U Pa3MO3HABAEM B aKaJIEMUUYUTE CPEIU YUEH, YUUTO
npodecroHaTHu ¥ JMYHM KadecTBa OTrOBapsT Ha M3MCKBAHHITA 3a 3a€MaHETO Ha
aKaJieMUYHaTa JUThKHOCT ,,ipodecop.

Bb3 ocHOBa Ha ropeus/io:KeHOTO JAaBaM IMOJIOKHTEIHA OlleHKA U y0elaeHO
NOAKpensiM MNpeIoKeHUEeTO KAHAUIATHT 1a ObjJe H30paH Ha aKaJAeMHMYHATA
JUTBKHOCT ,nipodecop” B HaydyHO HamnpasjeHue 7.4. OOmecTBeHO 3apaBe

(1oromemus).

Jlama: 07.02.2026 2 Peyenzenm: oou. 0-p Enxa I'opanosa
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REVIEW

of the works submitted for the academic position of Professor at South-West University
"Neofit Rilski," as announced in State Gazette, issue 82, on October 7, 2025.

Reviewer: Associate Professor Dr. Elka Georgieva Goranova
Candidate: Associate Professor Miglena Ivanova Simonska-Tsatsova

The review is based on the Law on the Development of Academic Staff in the Republic
of Bulgaria and the Regulations for its implementation at South-West University
"Neofit Rilski" in Blagoevgrad. The documents submitted for the competition with a
single candidate, Associate Professor Miglena Ivanova Simonska-Tsatsova from
South-West University "Neofit Rilski," Department of Speech Therapy, are complete
and in accordance with the legal provisions on which her evaluation as a candidate for
the academic position of professor was based.

I. Brief biographical information about the candidate

Miglena Ivanova Simonska-Tsatsova is a speech therapist and researcher with
extensive scientific and teaching experience in communication disorders. She began
her professional career in 1996 after earning a Master's degree in Special Education
(Speech Therapy) with a specialization in Speech Therapy and Education for People
with Intellectual Disabilities from the Faculty of Education at Sofia University "St.
Kliment Ohridski." She progressed through all stages of academic advancement and
was appointed assistant professor at South-West University "Neofit Rilski" in 1999,
where she worked until 2004. She progressed through all stages of academic
advancement and was appointed assistant professor in 1999 at South-West University
"Neofit Rilski," where her academic career began. She was promoted to senior assistant

in 2009 and chief assistant in 2014. In 2009, she earned her Ph.D. in Special Education



(Speech Therapy) from South-West University "Neofit Rilski." Her dissertation topic,
"Diagnosis of Early Stuttering,"” laid the foundation for her research, which focuses on
diagnosing and preventing stuttering in children. In 2014, she was elected to the rank
of associate professor in the field of 7.4. Public Health (Speech Therapy).

In addition to her academic career, Associate Professor Miglena Simonska-
Tsatsova has gained significant managerial and organizational experience. From 2015
to 2023, she was Dean of the Faculty of Public Health, Health Care, and Sports. She is
also Head of the Department of Speech Therapy. Since its establishment, she has been
the head of the Speech Therapy Center, coordinator of the International Association of
Speech Therapy for Bulgaria, and, since 2019, chair of the Scientific Research Ethics
Committee at SWU. An active member of national and international scientific and
professional organizations in public health and speech therapy, including the European
Public Health Association, the Bulgarian Public Health Association (where she is a
board member), the Bulgarian Scientific Society of Public Health, and the Bulgarian
Stroke Society, she contributes to developing interdisciplinary links and highlighting
the key role of speech therapy in teamwork. She serves on editorial boards and reviews
specialized scientific journals and collections, establishing herself as a specialist in
communication disorders.

I1. Characteristics of the candidate's scientific and applied scientific output

According to the author's report, the candidate has 33 scientific works: 12
independent and 21 co-authored. Of these, one monograph (habilitation thesis), eleven
publications and reports published in scientific journals referenced and indexed in
renowned scientific databases, and twenty-one publications and reports published in
non-referenced, peer-reviewed journals. Seventeen of these works are published in
renowned databases, including Web of Science, Scopus, CEEOL, and ERIH Plus. Four
of these works are in Q4, Q2, and Q1. The candidate's scientific and applied scientific
output is thematically consistent with a specific practical focus and exceeds the
required number of publications for a professorship. The quantitative indicators reflect

sustained scientific activity and a systematic presence in the field of speech therapy



and communication disorders. The candidate has participated in 38 congresses and
conferences and has delivered 10 lecture courses under the Erasmus program. A clearly
defined line of research distinguishes the candidate's scientific output, which is focused
on speech fluency disorders, neurologically based communication disorders,
dysphagia, and articulation and phonological disorders. The research also addresses the
application of the International Classification of Functioning, Disability, and Health
(ICF) in speech therapy, focusing on the social and functional aspects of
communication disorders.

The candidate's scientific and applied work deserves special attention. A
significant part of the publications and authors' developments has direct applicability
in speech therapy practice, offering diagnostic tools, therapeutic models, and
methodological guidelines adapted to the Bulgarian linguistic and cultural context.
This provides the scientific output not only with theoretical value but also with high
practical significance for specialists in the field.

The citation of the candidate's works and participation in collective scientific
projects attest to the candidate's recognition and contributions to the research
community.

In summary, the candidate’s scientific and applied scientific output fully meets
the requirements for volume, quality, and scientific significance. The presented works
demonstrate depth, consistency, and contribution to both the development of
theoretical knowledge and the improvement of speech therapy practice.

I11. Major contributions to the candidate's scientific, applied scientific, and
teaching activities

1. Scientific and Applied Scientific Contributions

In her habilitation thesis, Spontaneous Recovery and Therapy of Stuttering in
Childhood (2025), Associate Professor Miglena Simonska provides an in-depth,
systematic analysis of stuttering in childhood. She focuses on spontaneous recovery
and therapeutic approaches to overcoming it. The importance of her research is further

demonstrated by the publication of an article in Procedia Social and Behavioral



Sciences (Elsevier), in which Simonska (2015) describes data from the implementation
of the Lidcombe Program in Bulgaria.

2. Scientific and Applied Contributions Through the Validation and Adaptation
of Diagnostic Tools

Assoc. Prof. Simonska led the adaptation of diagnostic tools for acquired
neurogenic disorders, including the FDA-2 (Frenchay Dysarthria Assessment—
Second Edition), which is used to diagnose dysarthria, dysphagia, and aphasia. This
work is presented in publications by Kostova and Simonska in the Bulgarian Journal
of Public Health (2024).

Associate Professor Simonska also participated in an empirical study on the
diagnosis and assessment of phonological and language development in childhood. The
results were published in Orbis Linguarum and the Egyptian Journal of Otolaryngology
(Springer, Web of Science) by Braynova and Simonska (2024). Data on the validity
and reliability of assessment scales were presented.

3. Contribution to the integration of innovative and assistive technologies in
speech therapy.

The contribution to the integration of innovative and assistive technologies is
proven by two publications in the international journals Machines (MDPI, Q2) —
Georgieva-Tsaneva et al., 2023, and Technologies (Q1) — Lekova et al., 2025, which
describe the implementation of social robots, 10T solutions, and high-tech assistive
technologies in speech therapy practice.

4. Scientific and applied contribution through participation and leadership in
implementation projects.

The scientific results are the outcome of project activity at the Ministry of
Education and Science, "Innovative methodology for integrating assistive technologies
in speech therapy for children and adolescents,” as well as from the management of
projects funded by South-West University "Neofit Rilski.

5. Teaching and scientific-organizational contributions



Assoc. Prof. Simonska has over 25 years of experience in teaching speech
therapy students at the bachelor's and master's levels, as well as teaching international
students under the Erasmus program. She has successfully supervised 4 doctoral
students and currently supervises 5 doctoral students in the professional field 7.4.
Public Health (Speech Therapy).

IV. Critical Comments and Recommendations:

| have no critical comments or recommendations.

V. Conclusion

The candidate's scientific activity exceeds the minimum national requirements.
It fully complies with the criteria of the Law on the Development of Academic Staff in
the Republic of Bulgaria and the internal rules of South-West University "Neofit
Rilski." Associate Professor Simonska-Tsatsova is a consistent, purposeful, and
recognizable scholar whose professional and personal qualities meet the requirements
for the academic position of "Professor."

Based on the above, | provide a positive assessment and strongly support
the proposal to elect the candidate to the academic position of ""Professor' in
Scientific Field 7.4: Public Health (Speech Therapy).

Date: 07.02.2026 Reviewer: Assoc. Prof. Elka Goranova, PhD
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