CTAHOBMULLE
Ot npod. Mas /llo6omuposa Busesa, Am
MeaUUMHCKM YHUBEpCUTeT — Coduna, MeaANLMHCKU KONEX . dunaperosa”

BbHLLEH uneH Ha HayuHOTO 3Kypu, CbrnacHo 3anoseq Ne 2919/01.12.2025r.

OtHocHo: Mpoleaypa 33 3aemaHe Ha akaleMU4HaTa ANBKHOCT ,Mpodecop” no npodpecroHanHo
Hanpasnexue 7.4. ObwecrseHo 3apase (Noroneaus) B8 tOrosanajeH yHuBepcuTer ,Heoopur
Punckn”, Bnaroesrpag, obaseHa B [Jbp)kaBeH BECTHUK, 6p. 82/07.10.2025 r., C eAnHCTBEH
KaHauaat gou. A-p MurneHa UsaHoBa CumoHcKa-LlauoBsa.

Ha Hay4HOTO 3Kypu € npepoctaBeH C MbAEH KOMNNEKT [JOKYMEHTH, yAOCTOBEpPABALLM
CHOTBETCTBME C M3MCKBAHMATA Ha 3aKOHA 3a Pa3BWTWE Ha aKaAeMWU4HUA CbCTas B Penybnuka
Bbarapua, MpaBUNHWKA 3@ HEroBOTO NPUNOXKEHUE W BbTpeLWHuTe npasuna Ha tO3Y ,Heodwut
Punckn”. Cnen 3ano3HaBaHe C BCUYKM MaTepuani npeAcTasam cnefHoTo cTaHoBULLE.

I. NpodecuoHanHa Guorpadus n akaAeMUIHO Pa3BUTHE Ha KaHaunparta

Jou. a-p MwurneHa WBaHoBa CumoHcKa-LlayoBa e 3asbpwwmna cneynanHoct CneuunanHa
neparoruka (C'bc cneuyuannsayum noroneguma " neparorMka 3a nvya cC UHTEeIeKTya/lHa
HepocraTbyHoCT) B CY ,CB. KnumeHT Oxpuacku” (1991-1996)

Mpe3 2009 r. 3awuraBa Auceprauyua Ha Tema »dANarHoCTMKa Ha PaHHOTO 3aekBaHe",
nonyyasaiku obpasosaTenHara 1 Hay4Ha CT€NEH ,Ooktop” (05.07.04 CneunanHa nesarormka -
Noronegus).

AKazZieMnuHaTa i Kapuepa npemmHasa nocne/j0BaTeNHoO Npes AbHHOCTUTE:
e AcucreHT (1999-2003) — tO3Y ,Heodut Punckn®;
« Crapwwm acucreHT (2003-2009);
« T[naseH acucteHT (2009-2014);
o [oueHT (ot 25.02.2014 r.) B HanpasneHue 7.4. O6wecTBeHO 3apase (/loroneaws).

Ot 2019 r. KaHAMAATHT € AeKaH Ha PakynTeTa No obuiecTBeHO 3apase, 34PaBHU FPUXKKU 1 CNOPT,
KaKTO U AbNrOroAuLLieH AUPEKTOP Ha LleHTbp no Jloroneausa Kbm ®033rl, uneH Ha AKaZiEMUYHNA
cbeeT, npeaceaaten Ha KomucusaTa No eT1ka Ha HaydHuTe uscnensaHua 8 tO3Y ,H. Puncku”, 1
uneH Ha YnpasuTENHWA CbBeT Ha bbnrapckata acounauna no obLiecTBeHO 3/paBe 4ieHyBa B
MHOMKECTBO acoupauuyM M HayuHu Apyxectsa. Kakto 1 B peAaKUNOHHUTE Konernn Ha
aBTOPUTETHMU Hay4YHU CMUCAHUA.

Bnagee OT/IMYHO aHIIMIACKM U PYCKMN €3UK.



MpodecuoHanHata buorpadua nokasea yCTOWUMBA aKaAEMU4HA TPAEKTOPUA, cbyeTaHa C
U3K/IOYMTENIHO  aKTMBHA  MPenoAaBaTencka, Hay4HOM3CNe0BaTENCKS, ny6AMKAUMOHHA,
NPOEKTHa , OPraHM3aUNoOHHa W KIMHUYHA AEIHOCT, KOATO 3HAYMMO HaaXBbPNA cTaHZapTHUTE

npodecMoHanHn U3NCKBAHUA.

1l. Yue6HO-NpenopasarTesncka [enHocT

[lou. CUMOHCKa Uma noseve ot 25-roAMWeH Nejaroryeckn onuT Bbe BuceTo obpasoBaHue.
Npenogasa B OKC bakanasbp“ ,Marucrbp” ANCUMNINHK, CBBP3aHN C:

« [OMarHOCTMKA W Tepanus Ha KOMYHUKATUBHU HapyLeHus;

e NOroneAnuHa MHTEPBEHLMA NPU HEBPOTeHHM HapylweHus;

e paHHO [EeTCKO Pa3BUTHE;

e [OBOPHW U €3VKOBW HapyLWeHWA;

e Cneuuanu3npaHun Kypcose no opodauanHa MOTOPUKa, doHonorua, aucdarua n ap.

Ta e aBTOpP Ha VHEGHMU,M, MeToanYeCcKU pbKOBOACTBA N MpPaKTUYECKHU YKa3aHus, LUMPOKO

M3NoN3BaHN B O6y‘-IeHM€TO Mo KAWHWYHA noroneaus. YyacTtBa akTUBHO B!
° pa3pa60TBaHe M aKTyanm3npaHe Ha yqe6Hm naaHoBe U NPorpamu;

e MOArOTOBKA M PbKOBOACTBO Ha AVMNNOMAHTU U [OKTOPaHTH /4 3aWwmMTUAN U 5 TeKyww

LOKTOPaHTH/;
« yuebHO-KNMHUYHA NpaKT1Ka B LieHTbpa no noroneaua.

Mpenoaasatenckata AeWHOCT A@MOHCTPUPE BUCOKa METOA0/0TMYHA 3PANOCT, NHTErPUPaHe Ha
[OKa3aTencrseHo 6asupaxu Moaenv v TpaitHu pe3yaTaTi B NOArOTOBKaTa Ha crneymanmcTy.

11l. HayuHou3cneaoBaTE/ICKa [EeAHOCT U NPUHOCH
1. 0O6em 1 XapaKTepUCTUKa Ha HayuyHaTa npoAyKuua
B HaCTOALWLMAT KOHKYPC 3a ,Npodecop” aou,. CMMOHCKa npeacTasa 33 Hay4HuU TpyAa, OT KOUTO:

e 1 MoHorpadwus (2025): ,CnOHTaHHO BbH3CTAHOBABAHE W TEPanuA Ha 3aeKBaHe B AETCKa
gb3pact” (ISBN 978-954-00-0415-0)
e 32 cTaTMM B CNMUCAHWUA, MHAEKCUPAHU B Scopus/Web of Science u nybnaukauuu B

peLieH3NpaHK, HO HepedepnpaHu cnucanus, ot TAX:

- 17 ot nybaukauyuute ca B CBETOBHOM3BECTHM 6a3n AaHHM (Scopus, Web of
Science, ERIH Plus, CEEOL);



- 12 caMOCTOATE/IHMU;
- 21 B KONEKTUBHU TPYAOBE;

e YyacTus B 38 mexayHapogHW U HAaUWUOHANHM dopyma, BKIKOYMTENHO NO nporpama
,Epaszbm*;

e LMTMPYEMOCT B MeXXAYHAPOAHU U3AAHNA.

[loka3aTencTBeHUAT maTepuan e NpeAcTaBeH W3yepnaTenHo. HayyHata NpoAyKUMA NMa BUCOKa
MHTEepPANCLUNIUHAPHOCT, KOMBUHMpalla noroneaus, CreuuanHa nejaroruka, HEeBPOHaYKHK,
KOMYHUKaLUMOHHW HapyLWeHus, 06LLECTBEHO 3A4PABE, BUCOKOTEXHOIOTMYHM TEPANn U poboTuKa.

2. OCHOBHM TEMAaTU4YHWU HaNpaB/IEeHUA Ha NPUHOCUTE

|. OeTcko 3aeKBaHe U paHHa UHTEepBeHUUsA
e KOMM/IEKCHU M3CNeABaHUA BbPXY CNOHTAHHO Bb3CTaHOBABAHE 1 eTUONOrnYHKN GaKTopyH;
« BHeapsBaHe Ha JIuakom6 nporpamara ¢ NpUHOCHA cTaTUCTUUYECKa AO0Ka3aTeNCTBEHOCT,
e MOZENu 33 KOHCYNTUPAHE Ha POANTENIN U WHTEerpMpaHe Ha CEMeNHO y4acTue;
e BaZVAMpaHV AWMArHOCTUYHM NOKA3aTesin 3a NPOrHo3vpaHe Ha TepaneBTU4HNUA yCnex.

Il. HeBpOreHHN KOMYHMKATUBHU HAPYLIEHWUA U aucdaruna

o BHeppsBaHe Ha FDA-2, Sona Speech, STDA-S-2 wn Apyrv BUCOKOTEXHOJIOTUYHN
WHCTPYMEHTH;

« mopenv 3a AndepeHunanta AUarHoCTKa Ha An3apTpua, adasuna 1 anpaxkcus;
« paspaboTBaHe Ha TECTOBM aAaNTaLM1 KbM fbarapckarta e3vKoBa cpeaa;

e TMPWMHOCHM  M3CneApanna 33 MyNTUAMCUMNNMHAPEH — NOAXOA € HEBPONO3K,
KMHe3uTepanesTn 1 Ap.

11l. ®oHONOrMYHO pa3BuTUe Npu Aeua

o pa3paboTBaHe M BannaMpaHe Ha $OHONOTNYEH AUATHOCTUYEH UHCTPYMEHT 33 H6bArapcku

feua Ha 3—7 rognHu;
« Cb3AaBaHe Ha HOPMaTWMBHM CKaW 1 TUNONOTWA Ha $OHONOTUYHUTE MPOLLeCH;
o Hay4HO-MPUNOXHM HACOKM KbM paHHaTa noroneAnuHa UAeHTUGMKALUA U UHTEPBEHLMA.

IV. MpUnokeHne Ha acMCTUPALLN TEXHO/IOTUN B TepanuATa Ha KOMYHWKaTUBHU HapYLIEHUA NpK
Aeua u noapacTsalm

e yyacTue B ABa MaLabHu Hay4yHO-M3CNe[0BaTe/ICKMU NPOEKTa (PHU KN-06-H67/20; MSCA-
RISE-2017 Ne 77720 CydSPEED)



e [PUHOCHU ny6ﬂMKaL!,MM no BMCOKOTEXHONIOMMNHYHN cucrtemu 3@ yoBEKO-MalWmnHHa

KOMYHUKaUUA;

e MOAENU 3a NPWUNOXKEHWE Ha pobotr NAO w loT-6a3upaHu TexHonornu npw peua C

KOMYHMKaTUBHU HapyLWEHWA;

e pesynTatuTe MOKasear 70% npuvemaHe Ha TexHonoruute OT TepanesTM (AaHHW OT

nnatdopmara ATLlog).
3. XabunutauMoHHUAT TPYA

XabUNUTaLMOHHUAT TPYA, NPpeacTaBnABa moHorpadma (2025): ,CnoHMAHHO 8b3CcMaHOBABAHE U
meparnus Ha 30eK8aHe 6 demcka sv3pacm” (ISBN 978-954-00-0415-0)

MoHorpadusTa e KOHUEenTyalHo U eMNUPUUHO 3aBbPLIEHO U3CNEABAHE, KOeTo:
o uHTErpupa Hag 20-roauniitn aBTOPCKM A@HHW;
« BbBEXAA MOAEN 3a NPOrHO3MpaHe Ha TepanesTMYHaTa ePeKTUBHOCT;
e npepnara NpUHOCEH aHaNWUTWUEH anapar 3a OLeHKa Ha paHHo 3aeKBaHe.

CbAbpHKaHUETO Hanb/HO CbOTBETCTBA Ha W3UCKBaHuATa 3a xabunutaymnoHeH Tpya 34

,npodecop”.

IV. CboTBETCTBUE C MUHUMANTHUTE HaLMOHANHWU U3NCKBAHUA

Mo npeacrasexna dopmynsap 3a uambnHeHne Ha MHU KaHAMAaTLT 3HAYUTE/NIHO HAAXBbBP/A
HeobxoaumuTe nokasaTenn 3a akagemuuHaTa AbXKHOCT ,Mpodecop” no Hanpasnexne 7.4.
06uecTBeHo 34pase (Noroneaus).

KaHngupat
[pyna nokasatenu HauMoHaNHO U3UCKBaHE

[Dou. a-p MurneHa CUMMOHCKa

\B \ 100 7. \100 T \

r 200 . \675.6 T.
/il 100 T. 385T.

550 T. 1476.6T.



PesynTtatbT € 61130 TpU NbTU HAA MUHUMANIHUTE HALUUOHATHU W3NCKBAHUA, KOETO OTpasfABa

BnevyaTnABalla Hay4Ha akTUBHOCT U ycToiYMBa NPOAYKTUBHOCT.

V. 3aKkno4yeHue
Bb3 OCHOBA Ha U3BbpLIEHMA aHann3 morar Aa 6baaT HanpaBeHu cneaHuTe M3BOAM:

- Dou. a-p Murnexa CumoHcKa-Llauosa nputexasa ACHO pa3rbpHaTa npodecnoHanHa,
KAMHUYHA, HaydyHa W ynpaBneHcka buorpadua, AoKa3Balla yCcTOMuMBO passutne B

obnacTTa Ha fjoroneausTa u 0bLLecTBEHOTO 3/paBe.

- HayyHara n npoaykuus e U3KNOUMTENHO 06eMHa, OpUrMHaNHA U MHTEPAUCLUMNINHAPHA,
C MeX/yHapoAHO NPU3HAHWE, MHEKcHMpaHa B Scopus v Web of Science.

- XabWAUTaLMOHHMAT TPy € 3aBbpleHO Hay4Ho uscneABaHe C BUCOKA NPWUOXKHA
cTOMHOCT, 060CHOBABALLLO KAHANAATCTBAHETO M 3@ ANBXKHOCTTA Mpodecop”.

. VyeBHata I AEMHOCT € LWWpOKa, nocneposatenHa cTpaTervyecku 3HauMma 3a

pa3BUTMETO Ha 10roneAnyHaTa cneuuantoct 8 bvarapuA.
- KaHAuAaTbT HAAXBBbPASA MUHUMANHUTE HaLMOHAIHN U3UCKBAHUA B 3HAUUTENEH mauab.

- HayuHWTe, NPUIOXKHMU N METOA0NOTUYHM NPUHOCK MMaT BUCOKA CTOMHOCT 3a pa3BUTUETO
Ha noroneauATa, CneuyuanHata  neAarorvka, paHHaTa  [AWarHocTuka v
BUCOKOTEXHONOrMYHUTE UHTEPBEHLUMN.

Bb3 OCHOBA Ha OBEKTMBEH U apryMeHTMpaH aHanu3 Ha npeacTaBeHUTe matepuany, HayuHa
NPOAYKUUA U aKaaeMuyeH npodun, AaBaM NONOXKUTENIHA OLEHKa W npegnaram gou. A-p
MurneHa MBaHosBa CumoHcka-lLlauosa Aa 6bae u3bpaHa 3a 3aemaHe Ha akKaaemuyHata
DNBIKHOCT ,Npodecop” B npodecnoHanHo nanpasneHve7.4. ObuectBeHo 3ApaBe
(Noroneaus) B tOrosanaaeH yHUBEPCUTET ,Heodut Punckn”.

PernamenT (EC) 2016/679 Ha EBponenckns
napnameHT 1 Ha CbBeTa ot 27 .04.2016 .

14.01.2026 .

Mp. Codusa npod. Mas Busesa, AM



OPINION
By Prof. Maya Lyubomirova Vizeva, PhD
Medical University — Sofia, Medical College “Y. Filaretova”

External member of the Scientific Jury, in accordance with Order No. 2919/01.12.2025

Regarding: Procedure for occupying the academic position “professor” in professional field 7.4.
Public Health (Speech Therapy) at South-Western University “Neofit Rilski”, Blagoevgrad,
announced in the State Gazette, issue 82/07.10.2025, with the sole candidate Assoc. Prof.
Miglena Ivanova Simonska-Tsatsova, PhD.

The scientific jury is aware of a full set of documents certifying compliance with the requirements
of the Act on the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria, the Regulations
for their application and the internal rules of South-Western University “Neofit Rilski”. Following
familiarization with all materials, | present the following situation.

. Professional biography and academic development of the candidate

Assoc. Prof. Miglena Ivanova Simonska-Tsatsova, PhD graduated in Special Pedagogy (with
specializations in speech therapy and pedagogy for people with intellectual disabilities) at Sofia
University "St. Kliment Ohridski" (1991-1996)

In 2009, she defended her dissertation on the topic "Diagnosis of early stuttering", receiving the
educational and scientific degree "doctor” (05.07.04 Special Pedagogy - Speech Therapy).

Her academic career has successively passed through the positions:
o Assistant (1999-2003) - South-West University "Neofit Rilski";
e Senior Assistant (2003-2009);
e Chief Assistant (2009-2014);
o Associate Professor (from 25.02.2014) in the direction 7.4. Public Health (Speech Therapy).

Since 2019, the candidate has been the Dean of the Faculty of Public Health, Healthcare and
Sports, as well as the long-time Director of the Speech Therapy Center at the Faculty of Public
Health, Healthcare and Sports, a member of the Academic Council, Chairman of the Research
Ethics Committee at the South-West University "N. Rilski", and a member of the Management
Board of the Bulgarian Association of Public Health. He is a member of numerous associations
and scientific societies. As well as in the editorial boards of authoritative scientific journals.



She is fluent in English and Russian.

The professional biography shows a sustainable academic trajectory, combined with extremely
active teaching, research, publication, project, organizational and clinical activities, which
significantly exceed standard professional requirements.

Il. Teaching and teaching activities

Assoc. Prof. Simonska has more than 25 years of pedagogical experience in higher education. She
teaches at the "Bachelor" and "Master" degree disciplines related to:

- diagnostics and therapy of communication disorders;

- speech therapy intervention in neurogenic disorders;

- early childhood development;

- speech and language disorders;

- specialized courses in orofacial motor skills, phonology, dysphagia, etc.

She is the author of textbooks, methodological guides and practical instructions, widely used in
clinical speech therapy training. She actively participates in:

- development and updating of curricula and programs;

- training and supervision of graduate and doctoral students /4 defended and 5 current
doctoral students/;

- teaching and clinical practice at the Speech Therapy Center.

The teaching activity demonstrates high methodological maturity, integration of evidence-based
models and lasting results in the training of specialists.

I1l. Scientific research activity and contributions

1. Volume and characteristics of scientific production

In the current competition for "Professor", Assoc. Prof. Simonska presents 33 scientific works, of
which:

e 1 Monograph (2025): "Spontaneous recovery and therapy of stuttering in childhood" (ISBN
978-954-00-0415-0)

e 32 articles in journals indexed in Scopus/Web of Science and publications in peer-reviewed
but non-refereed journals, of which:

- 17 of the publications are in world-renowned databases (Scopus, Web of Science, ERIH
Plus, CEEOL);



- 12 sole author;
- 21 in collective works;

e Participationin 38 international and national forums, including under the Erasmus program;
e Citation in international publications.

The evidentiary material is presented comprehensively. The scientific output has a high level of
interdisciplinarity, combining speech therapy, special pedagogy, neuroscience, communication
disorders, public health, high-tech therapies, and robotics.

2. Main thematic areas of contributions
. Childhood stuttering and early intervention

o comprehensive studies on spontaneous recovery and etiological factors;

o implementation of the Lidcombe program with contributing statistical evidence;
e models for consulting parents and integrating family participation;

o validated diagnostic indicators for predicting therapeutic success.

Il. Neurogenic communication disorders and dysphagia

e implementation of FDA-2, Sona Speech, STDA-S-2 and other high-tech tools;

e models for differential diagnosis of dysarthria, aphasia and apraxia;

o development of test adaptations to the Bulgarian language environment;

e contributing studies for a multidisciplinary approach with  neurologists,
kinesitherapists, etc.

I1l. Phonological development in children

¢ development and validation of a phonological diagnostic tool for Bulgarian children aged
3-7;

« creation of normative scales and typology of phonological processes;

e scientific and applied guidelines for early speech therapy identification and intervention.

IV. Application of assistive technologies in the therapy of communication disorders in children
and adolescents

- participationin two large-scale research projects (FNI KP-06-N67/20; MSCA-RISE-2017 No.
77720 CydSPEED)

- contributed publications on high-tech systems for human-machine communication;

- models for the application of the NAO robot and loT-based technologies in children with
communication disorders;

- the results show 70% acceptance of the technologies by therapists (data from the ATLlog
platform).



3. Habilitation Thesis

The habilitation thesis is a monograph (2025): "Spontaneous Recovery and Therapy of Stuttering
in Childhood" (ISBN 978-954-00-0415-0)

The monograph is a conceptual and empirically completed study that:

e integrates over 20 years of author's data;

« introduces a model for predicting therapeutic effectiveness;

« offers a contributing analytical apparatus for assessing early stuttering.

The content fully complies with the requirements for a habilitation thesis for a "professor".

IV. Compliance with the minimum national requirements

According to the submitted form for the implementation of the MNR, the candidate significantly
exceeds the necessary indicators for the academic position "professor" in the field 7.4. Public
Health (Speech Therapy).

Group of indicators 2::;:2; requirement Assoc. Prof. Miglena Simonskaq PhD
A 50 points 100 points

B - .

C 100 points 100 points

D 200 points 675.6 points

E 100 points 385 points

Total 550 points 1476.6 points

The result is nearly three times higher than the minimum national requirements, which reflects

impressive scientific activity and sustainable productivity.



V. Conclusion
Based on the analysis performed, the following conclusions can be drawn:

- Assoc. Prof. Miglena Simonska-Tsatsova, PhD has a clearly developed professional, clinical,
scientific and managerial biography, proving sustainable development in the field of
speech therapy and public health.

- Her scientific output is extremely voluminous, original and interdisciplinary, with
international recognition, indexed in Scopus and Web of Science.

- The habilitation thesis is a completed scientific study with high applied value, justifying
her application for the position of "Professor".

- Her educational activity is broad, consistent and strategically significant for the
development of the speech therapy specialty in Bulgaria.

- The candidate exceeds the minimum national requirements on a significant scale.

- The scientific, applied and methodological contributions are of high value for the
development of speech therapy, special pedagogy, early diagnostics and high-tech

interventions.

Based on an objective and reasoned analysis of the presented materials, scientific production and
academic profile, | give a positive assessment and propose that Assoc. Prof. Miglena Ivanova
simonska-Tsatsova, PhD be elected to the academic position of "Professor" in the professional

field 7.4. Public Health (Speech Therapy) at Southwestern University "Neofit Rilski".

PernameHnt (EC) 2016/679 Ha EBponeinckus
napnameHT n Ha CbeeTa o1 27 .04.2016 .

14.01.2026

City of Sofia Prot. Maya| Vizeva
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