FOTOZANAAEH YHUBEPCUTET
‘HEOPNT PUNCKWN:
BAATOEBIPAA

CTAHOBMIIIE

ot npod. A-p [Tnamen CtossHoB IUMUTPOB, IM, WICH Ha HAYYHO XYpPU B KOHKYPC 3a 3a€MaHe
Ha akagemuyHaTa ITbKHOCT [IPODECOP no nmpodecnonanno HanpasneHue 7.4.
Oo6mectBeno 3apase (Jloronenus), o6siBen ot KO3V ,,Heodut Puncku” B JIB. Op.
82/07.10.2025 r.

OmmuocHo: HayyHama, HAYYHO-NPULONCHAMA U NPODECUOHATHO-AKA0eMUYHAMA OeUHOCM U

NPOOYKYUS HA YUACMHUKA 8 KOHKYPCA.:

JIoKyMEeHTH 3a ydacThe B KOHKypca 3a 3aeéMaHe Ha akajeMuyHaTa JrbxHOCT ,,JIPOOECOP
ca MOJaJeHH CaMO OT €QUH KaHauaatr - Jol. A-p Murnena MBanoBa CumoHcka-llaiona,
Hexan, @akynret ,,0011eCTBEHO 3/paBe, 3ApaBHu Tprku U criopt™, KO3V . Heodut Puncku®,

bnaroesrpan, nokrop no ,,Crnennanta negaroruka (Jloromemus)*

I. O0001meHnn TaHHM 32 HAYYHATA NPOAYKIMS M IeHOCTTA HA KAHAUIaTa

KanaumarsT 3a 3aeMaHe Ha akaJieMHYHA JUTBXKHOCT ,,Iipodecop™ mom. a-p Muriena
NBanoBa CuMoHcka-IlaioBa € BucaHa B ciuchbka ¢ HAyKOMeTpuyHU nokazarenu Ha HALIU ]
kato goueHT B FOro3zananen yuusepcuret "Heodut Pusicku" o ITH 7.4. OGmiecTBeHo 3apaBe
cuntano ot 04.03.2014 r. IlpencraBuia € BCHUYKH HEOOXOAMMH JOKYMEHTH, CIpPaBKH U
J0Ka3aTeNICTBA, CHIIACHO 3aKOHAa 3a Pa3BUTHMETO HA aKaJeMU4YHUS ChCTaB B PemyOmumka
bobarapus, [IpaBunHuka 3a HErOBOTO MpujlaraHe U BbTpelHWTe mpaBWia 3a pa3BUTHE Ha
akanmemuunus cbetaB B FO3Y ,Heodut Puncku®. CerimacHo mpeacraBeHaTa CIpaBKa, JOI.
CHUMOHCKa TOKpHBa HAIBIHO MUHUMAIHUTE HANIMOHAIHA W3WCKBAHHS 3a MPHIOOWBAaHE Ha

aKaJieMHYHaTa ITBKHOCT ,lipodecop” mo 7.4. O6mecTBeHO 3apase (Jloronenus).

Jou. CumoHcKa ydacTBa B KOHKypca ¢ 33 HayuHu Tpyna (12 camoctodrennu u 21 B
ChaBTOPCTBO), OT KOUTO: XaOWJIHMTAIMOHEH TpPYyJa — MoHorpadus, 11 myOonukanuu u T0KIaam,
nyONIMKyBaHU B Hay4YHM HU3JaHUs, peepuUpaHd U UHAEKCUPAHU B CBETOBHOM3BECTHM 0a3u

JMaHHU ¢ Hay4yHa uHbopmarus, 21 myOnuKanuu U IOKJIaau, MyOJuKyBaHH B HepedepupaHu



CIHUCAaHMs C HAYYHO peleH3MpaHe WM MyOIMKYyBaHH B pelaKTUpPaHU KOJEKTUBHU TOMOBE.
CenemHazieceT OT HaAyYHHUTE TPYJIOBE ca MyOJIMKyBaHe B CBETOBHO M3BECTHHM 0a3W JaHHU —
Web of Science, Scopus, CEEOL, ERIH Plus u ap., karo 4 ot 1six ca B Q4, Q2 u QI. B
AOM'BJIHCHUC TOJIsIMa YaCT OT HaydYHaTa MPOAYKIUA € IMPCACTABCHA HAa 3HAYMMU HAYYHU
dbopymu y Hac U B UykOnHa — 38 ydacTus B KOHTpecH v KoHpepeHIuHu u 10 JeKIMOHHN Kypca

o nporpama EpazbM.

Tpynosete Ha mor. CHUMOHCKA ca MUTUPAHU 15 MTH B HAYYHH W3IaHUs pedepupanu
U WHJEKCUPAHU B CBETOBHOM3BECTHHM Oa3M NaHHU, 8§ MbTU B MOHOTpaduu U KOJEKTUBHU
TOMOBE C HAy4HO pelieH3upaHne, 16 B HepedeprpaHu CIUCAHUS C HAYYHO perieH3upane. Jloi.
Cumoncka ot 1999 r. nmociienoBaTeNHO € ACUCTEHT, CTapIld ACUCTEHT, IJ1aBEH acUCTEHT U
JIOTICHT KBbM KaTefpa ,,Jloromenus‘ BB dakynrer mo oOIMIECTBEHO 3paBe, 3IPaBHUA TPUKH U
copt kpM FO3Y ,Heodur Puncku®, karo mpenomaBatenckata u pabora € B cdepara Ha
00y4eHHEeTO Ha CTYACHTUTE M0 JIoroneaus. Ts uMa OoraTa mpernoiaBareicka JeHHOCT, KAKTO
JEKIIMOHHH KypcoBe (14 O6pos), ceMuHapH, MPaKTHUECKH YIPAKHEHUS U KIMHUYHU MPAKTHKU
(15 Oposi) na Obarapcku e3uk B KO3Y ,H. Pwicku”, Taka u JeKIMM W YIpPaXKHEHUS Ha

qy>KJIeCTpaHHU CTyIeHTH 1o iporpama Epaszem B FO3VY ,,Heodut Puncku

Hou. CuMoHCKa € pBKOBOAMTEN Ha 9 JOKTOpaHTa, KaTo 4 OT TAX ca 3aulUTHIIN
ycnemHo, Ha 18 qummomanta 3a OKC Maructsp, Ha 9 numiomanTa 3a OKC bakanassp. Ts e
PBHKOBOJIUTEN U y4acTHUK B 20 HAIMOHAJIHU MPOEKTA U & MEXyHAPOAHHU IIpoeKkTa. J(upexrop
e Ha llentsp mo noroneaust (LJI) ot 2009 r., kato uma Hax 3000 4. KTMHUYHA TIPAKTHKA, KBM
LI, kaTo monbiaHuTenHo uma Haa 300 yaca KIIMHUYHA MPAKTUKA KbM Y HUBEPCUTETCKH LIEHTHP
3a m3cnenaBaHe Ha 3aekBaHeTo or 2000 r. g0 moHacrosmieM (B paMKUTE Ha HAy4HO-

u3ciea0BaTeICKa ICHHOCT).

II. OuneHka Ha HAayYHUTEe M HA NPAKTUYECKUTE Pe3yJTaTH M NPHUHOCH HA
NpeIcTaBeHAaTa 32 yUacTHe B KOHKYPCa TBOP4YeCKa NPOAYyKIMs

OcHoBHHTE HayyHU mnpuHocu Ha J1o1. CHMOHCKa ca B CIEJHUTE O0OJacTH Ha
JoromenusTa (€3MKOBa M TOBOPHA IMATOJIOTHS):

1. 3aexeane 6 demcka 8v3pacm.

Hay4ynure M HaydHO-IPUJIOKHMTE IPUHOCHM B Ta3u o0jacT ca pa3pabOTeHU Hu
IIPEJCTaBEHU B XaOMINTALlMOHHUS TPY X ,,CHOHTAaHHO Bb3CTaHOBSABAHE U TepaNMsl Ha 3a€KBaHe
B JIeTCKa Bb3pacT™. HayuHuTe npuHOCH ca B IBa OCHOBHHM aclekTa — ,,DakTopy 3a CIOHTAHHO
Bb3CTaHOBsIBaHE U ,, I [puioskenue Ha JInakomO rporpama 3a Tepamnus 3a paHHo 3aekBane™. [1o

OTHOIICHHUEC Ha IBPBUA aCIICKT Ca IHIPOCICACHU Q)aKTOPI/ITC 3a BB3CTAaHOBABAHE, KaTO CC€
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YCTaHOBSBA, Y€ JIellaTa ca Ipeapa3noioKeH! J1a Bb3CTAHOBST IUIABHUS CU FTOBOP MPHU HaJIN4Ke
Ha ClIeTHUTE (PaKTOpHU: MPOIBIKUTEIIHOCT Ha HApYIIEHUETOo 10 | roauHa, Iurca Ha ¢pamMiiHa
OOpEeMEHEHOCT OT XPOHHMYHO 3aeKBaHE, HACIEJACTBEHOCT 3a CIIOHTAHHO BBH3CTAHOBSBAHE,
MOBTOPEHUE HA 3BYKOBE M CPHUKH, YMATO YECTOTA HE HAJBUINABAT 3 10 4 MOBTOPEHUS Ha
JUHTBUCTUYHA €IMHUIA B HAYAJIOTO Ha AyMaTa u/uiu ¢pa3aTa, IOBTOPEHUS HA TyMU C HUCKA
yecToTaTa M BapUAaTHBHOCT Ha HapylleHaTa CHUMIITOMAaTHKa, JMNca U ci1ado u3pa3eHa
CHITBTCTBAIA CUMITOMATHKA, MPABHIHO TOBEICHHWE W OTHOIICHHE Ha POIUTEINUTE KbM
TOBOpHATA MPOAYKIIUS Ha AeTeTo. [1o oTHOIIeHNEe Ha BTOPUS aCIEKT € IPOBEICHO M3CIIE/IBaHE,
KOETO TpociensBa mnpuiaraHeTo Ha JluakoMmO mporpama 3a Tepamusi 3a paHHO 3a€KBaHE.
[TonydyenuTe pe3ynraTu AoKa3BaT e€()EeKTHMBHOCTTa Ha TEpaluATa, KaTo C€ yCTaHOBSBA, 4e
Jerata ce MOBJIHMSABAT A0Ope B XOJa Ha TepamwusTa, He3aBUCHMO OT CTEIEHTa Ha TEXKECT Ha
HapylieHneTo. HayyHuTe MpPUHOCH MMAaT M MPAKTHYECKO H3paXKeHHeE, KaTo ce MpejiaraT
KOHKPETHH HACOKH 3a IMarHOCTHKA M U3MEpPBaHe Ha PHUCKa 3a OTJIaraHe Ha TepanusTa, KaTo ce
mpejsara MoOJelN 3a B3eMaHe Ha pellleHre 3a HeMHOTo oTnarane. [Ipemioxenu ca Moaenu 3a

KOHCYJITUPAHE HA POJAUTEINTE C OTJIe]l Bb3CTAHOBSIBAHE HA MJIaBHA ped 0e3 Teparus.
2. HespoeenHu KOMYHUKAMUBHU HAPYUEHUS U OUChazusl.

HayunuTe npuHOCH B Ta3u 00J1acT BKIIOYBAT MPEIIOKEHUE 32 CUCTEMATU3UPAH MOEI
3a TUArHOCTHKAa Ha JU3apTpus, KaTo ce JOKa3Ba MPUIIOKMMOCTTAa Ha CIHHPOMETpUSATA MpU
npuaoouTa AU3APTPHS U Ce TIpeyiara ce MoJies 3a KOMIUIEKCHA OIICHKA U €KHUIICH MTOIX0/] TIPH
ANArHoCTUKATa U TCpaluriadTa Ha HCBPOICHHUTC HAPYIICHUA. Omucan e MOACT 3a JUArHOCTHUKA
Ha JIleTcKa ToBOpHa arnpakcus u agantupane Ha STDAS-2 u ca neduHupanu panHuTe O€e3n
Ha JIeTCKa TOBOpHA anpakcus. B gombiHeHne ca onpeseneHn KIMHUYHUTE KOMIIETEHIIUN Ha
Joromncaa npu JUarHoCTuKaTa u TeparusaTa Ha ,Z[I/IC(baI‘I/IH. B Ta3zu O6HaCT OCHOBHHUTC HAY4YHO-
MMPUIIOKHU IPUHOCHU Ca CBBP3aHU C BHCAPABAHCTO HA CBBPCMCHHHU BUCOKOTCXHOJOTMYHU
JIUarHOCTUYHU U TepareBTUYHHU TexHojoruu B LlenThpa mo noromeaust kbM FOrozamanex

yHuBepcurert ,,Heoput Pumcku®.
3. @ononozuuno pazeumue 8 0emcka 8b3pacm.

B Ttasu obnact ca npoydeHu (OHOJIOTUYHUTE MPOLECH B MPEAYUMUIHIIHA Bb3pacT, B
ChAaBTOPCTBO € pa3pabOTEH € TEeCT 3a JUarHOCTHKA Ha (POHOJOTMYHU HApYIICHUS U aHaJIU3 Ha
(OHOJOTHYHUTE MPOLIECH, KaTO € J0Ka3aHa HeroBara MpuiokUMocT. [Ipunoxennero Ha Te31
HAYYHH MPUHOCHU Ca B OCHOBATa Ha pa3pabOTBaHETO Ha AMArHOCTHYEH MHCTPYMEHTAPUYM 3a

JUAardHoCTHUKa Ha (bOHO.HOFI/I‘-IHI/I HapyuICHUA B JCTCKA Bb3pacT.



4. Hpuﬂoafcenue Ha acucmupawiu mexroaocuu 6 mepanuima Ha KOMYHUKamusHume

HapyuwieHus npu oeya u noopacmeauu

C npuHOCEH XapakTep € CHCTeMaTHYHHs 0030p OTHOCHO IPHIJIOKEHHETO Ha
aCHCTHpAIIH TEXHOJIOTUH IIPU TEPaNnATa Ha KOMyHUKAaTUBHUTE HApyLICHMs], HA OCHOBAaTa Ha
poyyBaHe Ha CBeTOBHaTa npakTuka. Cp3nanenara miargpopma ATLog chabpika pa3paboTeHH
U anpoOMpaHH WIPU 3a Pa3BUTHE Ha €3UKOBUTE M KOTHHUTUBHUTE yMEHHUS Ha Jeua H
MOJPACTBAIM C KOMYHMKAaTHUBHM HapyIIEHUs 4pe3 NPWIOKEHHUE Ha XyMaHOUAEH pPOOOT,
M3KYCTBEH MHTEJIEKT M BUPTyaJlHa peaslHOCT. Ta3u mpuHOCHA 00JIacT € ¢ ToJIIM NOTEHINAT 3a
MIPaKTUYECKU IPUIIOKEHUS, MIPENBU]I Bb3MOKHOCTUTE, KOUTO CE PAa3KpUBAT IPHU yYaCTHETO
MHTEPAUCHUILUIMHAPHU €KUM TpU pa3pabOTBaHETO Ha MPOIYKTH B TOJd3a Ha JIMIATA C
KOMYHUKaTUBHM HapyuieHus. [1o To3u HauuH ce oOoraTsaBa JIoroneJuyHaTa NpakTHKa, KOETO
M03BOJIsIBA Ha Jenara Ja ObAe MNpuiiaraHa Tepanus 4Ype3 HU3MO0JI3BaHETO Ha AaKTyalHU

aCucCTUupalm TCXHOJIOTuH.
II1. KputnyHu 0esiesKKM U NPpenopbKu

HsimMam KpuTHUHH O€NEeXKH OTHOCHO MaTepHaluTe M JOKYMEHTUTE MO KOHKypca.
[{snata HeoOxoauma mHGOpManusg € MpeAcTaBeHa Mpeluu3HO M u3uepnartenHo. Hayunara
npoaykuus Ha jgou. CHUMOHCKa ce OTiu4aBa C BHCOKO KayeCTBO, aKTYaJIHOCT U C BHCOK

IIOTCHIINAJI 3a 3HAYUTCJICH HpI/IHOC B O6HaCTTa.
1V. 3akiaouenue

Bb3 OCHOBa Ha IpenCTaBEHUTE MO KOHKypca MaTepHad M aHAIM3a Ha AKTUBHUTE B
Hay4yHaTa, HAy4YHO-M3CIIEJIOBATENICKaTa, y4eOHO-IpernogaBaTelickata M MpoQecrHoHaTHaTa
neiHocT Ha jou. A-p Murnena MBanoBa CumoHcka-llanioBa kaTeropuyHo 3asBsiBaM, 4e TS
OTroBapsi Ha yCJIOBHMSITA 3a 3a€MaHe Ha akajgeMmuyHaTta IiabxHocT ,JIPODPECOP”. Helinara
KBaJIM(UKAIMs, MOCTUTHATUTE HAy4HU, HAYYHO-IPUJIOKHU U Y4eOHO-TPEno/iaBaTelICKu
pe3yNTaTH, KakTo U HeWHUs Npo(eCHOHANICH OIMUT, MU IO3BOJISIBAT C MBJIHA YBEPEHOCT U
aKaJleMHYHa OTTOBOPHOCT J1a JIaM TIOJIOKUTENIHA OIICHKA U JIa TIOJIKpens yoeneHo n3bopa Ha
nor. aA-p Murnena MeanoBa Cumoncka-llamosa, 3a ,,JIPO®ECOP* nmo mpodecuonanno
HanpaBienue 7.4. O6OmectBeHo 3npaBe (Jloromemus), 3a Hyxaute Ha DakyaTeT IO
OOIIIECTBEHO 3/paBe, 3ApaBHU TPHXHU U cropT kbM HOrozamagen YuuBepcuteT ,,Heodput

Puncku®, bnaroesrpa.

26 snyapu 2026 1. npod. n-p Ilnamen umutpos, 1M



FOTOZANAAEH YHUBEPCUTET
‘HEOPUT PUNCKWN:
BAATOEBIPAA

OPINION

by Prof. Plamen Stoyanov Dimitrov, MD, PhD, member of the scientific jury in a competition
for the academic position of PROFESSOR in professional field 7.4. Public Health (Speech
Therapy), announced by the South-West University "Neofit Rilski" in the State Gazette, issue
82/07.10.2025.

Regarding: the scientific, applied scientific and professional-academic activities and outputs

presented by the participant in the competition:

Documents for participation in the competition for the academic position of "PROFESSOR"
have been submitted by only one candidate - Assoc. Prof. Miglena Ivanova Simonska-
Tsatsova, PhD, Dean, Faculty of "Public Health, Healthcare and Sports", South-West
University "Neofit Rilski", Blagoevgrad, Doctor of "Special Pedagogy (Speech Therapy)"

I. Summary data on the candidate's scientific outputs and activities

The candidate for the academic position of "Professor" Assoc. Prof. Miglena Ivanova
Simonska-Tsatsova, PhD is listed in the list of scientometric indicators of National Centre for
Information and Documentation (NACID) as an Associate Professor at South-West University
"Neofit Rilski" in the field of 7.4. Public Health as of 04.03.2014. She has submitted all
necessary documents, references and evidence, in accordance with the Act on the Development
of Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria, the Regulations for its implementation and the
Internal Rules for the Development of Academic Staff at South-West University "Neofit
Rilski". According to the submitted reference, Assoc. Prof. Simonska fully meets the minimum
national requirements for acquiring the academic position of "Professor" in 7.4. Public Health
(Speech Therapy).

Assoc. Prof. Simonska participated in the competition with 33 scientific papers (12

individually-authored and 21 co-authored), of which: habilitation paper - monograph, 11

publications and reports published in scientific publications, referenced and indexed in world-



renowned databases of scientific information, 21 publications and reports published in non-
refereed journals with scientific review or published in edited collective volumes. Seventeen
of the scientific papers are published in world-renowned databases - Web of Science, Scopus,
CEEOL, ERIH Plus, etc., with four of them in Q4, Q2 and Q1. In addition, a large part of the
scientific output has been presented at significant scientific forums in Bulgaria and abroad - 38
participations in congresses and conferences and 10 lecture courses under the Erasmus

program.

Assoc. Prof. Simonska's scientific publications have been cited 15 times in scientific
publications referenced and indexed in world-renowned databases, 8 times in monographs and
collective volumes with scientific review, 16 in non-refereed journals with scientific review.
Since 1999, Assoc. Prof. Simonska has been successively an assistant, senior assistant, chief
assistant and associate professor at the Department of Speech Therapy at the Faculty of Public
Health, Healthcare and Sports at the South-West University "Neofit Rilski", and her teaching
work is in the field of training speech therapy students. She has extensive teaching activities,
both lecture courses (14), seminars, practical exercises and clinical practices (15) in Bulgarian
at the South-West University "N. Rilski", as well as lectures and exercises for foreign students

under the Erasmus program at the South-West University "Neofit Rilski"

Assoc. Prof. Simonska is the supervisor of 9 doctoral students, 4 of whom have
successfully defended their dissertations, 18 graduates for the Master's degree, 9 graduates for
the Bachelor's degree. She is the supervisor and participant in 20 national projects and 8
international projects. She has been the Director of the Center for Speech Therapy (CST) since
2009, and has over 3000 hours of clinical practice at the CST, and additionally has over 300
hours of clinical practice at the University Center for Stuttering Research from 2000 to the

present (within the framework of scientific research activities).

II. Evaluation of the scientific and practical results and contributions of the

creative production submitted for participation in the competition

Assoc. Prof. Simonska's main scientific contributions are in the following areas of
speech therapy (language and speech pathology):

1. Stuttering in childhood.

The scientific and applied scientific contributions in this area have been developed and

presented in the habilitation thesis "Spontaneous recovery and therapy of stuttering in

childhood". The scientific contributions are in two main aspects - "Factors for spontaneous
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recovery" and "Application of the Lidcombe program for therapy for early stuttering".
Regarding the first aspect, the factors for recovery have been traced, establishing that children
are predisposed to recover their fluent speech in the presence of the following factors: duration
of the disorder up to 1 year, lack of family burden of chronic stuttering, heredity for
spontaneous recovery, repetition of sounds and syllables, the frequency of which does not
exceed 3 to 4 repetitions of a linguistic unit at the beginning of the word and/or phrase,
repetitions of words with low frequency and variability of the disturbed symptomatology,
absence and weakly expressed accompanying symptomatology, correct behavior and attitude
of the parents towards the child's speech production. Regarding the second aspect, a study was
conducted that followed the implementation of the Lidcombe Program for Early Stuttering
Therapy. The results obtained prove the effectiveness of the therapy, finding that children
respond well to the course of therapy, regardless of the severity of the disorder. The scientific
contributions also have a practical expression, offering specific guidelines for diagnosis and
measuring the risk of delaying therapy, and proposing a model for making a decision about its
delay. Models for counseling parents with a view to restoring fluent speech without therapy

are proposed.
2. Neurogenic communication disorders and dysphagia.

Scientific contributions in this area include a proposal for a systematized model for the
diagnosis of dysarthria, proving the applicability of spirometry in acquired dysarthria and
proposing a model for complex assessment and a team approach in the diagnosis and therapy
of neurogenic disorders. A model for the diagnosis of childhood speech apraxia and adaptation
of STDAS-2 are described and the early signs of childhood speech apraxia are defined. In
addition, the clinical competencies of the speech therapist in the diagnosis and therapy of
dysphagia are defined. In this area, the main scientific and applied contributions are related to
the implementation of modern high-tech diagnostic and therapeutic technologies in the Center

for Speech Therapy at the South-West University "Neofit Rilski".
3. Phonological development in childhood.

In this field, phonological processes in preschool age have been studied, a test for the
diagnosis of phonological disorders and analysis of phonological processes has been co-
developed, and its applicability has been proven. The application of these scientific
contributions is the basis for the development of a diagnostic toolkit for the diagnosis of

phonological disorders in childhood.

4. Application of assistive technologies in the therapy of communication disorders in
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children and adolescents

The systematic review of the application of assistive technologies in the therapy of
communication disorders, based on a study of world practice, is of a contributing nature. The
created ATLog platform contains developed and tested games for the development of the
language and cognitive skills of children and adolescents with communication disorders
through the use of a humanoid robot, artificial intelligence and virtual reality. This area of
contribution has great potential for practical applications, given the opportunities that are
revealed when interdisciplinary teams participate in the development of products for the benefit
of individuals with communication disorders. In this way, speech therapy practice is enriched,
which allows children to be administered therapy through the use of current assistive

technologies.

III. Critical remarks and recommendations

I have no critical remarks regarding the materials and documents of the competition.
All the necessary information is presented precisely and comprehensively. The scientific
production of Assoc. Prof. Simonska is distinguished by high quality, relevance and high

potential for significant contribution to the field.

IV. Conclusion

Based on the materials submitted for the competition and the analysis of the assets in
the scientific, research, teaching and professional activities of Assoc. Prof. Miglena Ivanova
Simonska-Tsatsova, PhD I categorically declare that she meets the conditions for holding the
academic position of "PROFESSOR". Her qualification, the achieved scientific, applied
scientific and teaching results, as well as her professional experience, allow me with full
confidence and academic responsibility to give a positive assessment and to support with
conviction the choice of Assoc. Prof. Miglena Ivanova Simonska-Tsatsova, PhD for
"PROFESSOR" in the professional field 7.4. Public Health (Speech Therapy), for the needs of
the Faculty of Public Health, Healthcare and Sports at the Southwestern University "Neofit
Rilski", Blagoevgrad.

January 26, 2026 Prof. Dr. Plamen Dimitrov, MD
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