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O P I N I O N

FROM: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Borislav Borisov Tsekov, member of the Scientific Jury, appointed by
Order No. 2903/28.11.2025 of the Rector of South-West University "Neofit Rilski" - Blagoevgrad,
in an announced competition for the academic position of "associate professor" in professional field
3.3. Political Sciences (Comparative Political Science).

RE: The application of Assistant Professor Dr. Tatyana Vasileva Petkova in a competitive selection
for  the  academic  position  of  "associate  professor"  in  professional  field  3.3.  Political  Sciences
(Comparative Political Science), organized by Southwest University "Neofit Rilski" - Blagoevgrad,
announced in the State Gazette, issue 82 of 07.10.2025.

Dear members of the Scientific Jury,

By Order No. 2903/28.11.2025 of the Rector of South-West University "Neofit Rilski" -
Blagoevgrad, issued on the basis of Art. 4, para. 2 of the ZRASRB and a decision of the Faculty
Council  of  the  Faculty  of  Philosophy  (Minutes  No.  22/24.11.2025),  I  have  been  appointed  a
member of the Scientific Jury for the announced competition for the academic position of "associate
professor" in professional field 3.3. Political Sciences (Comparative Political Science), with the sole
applicant being Assistant Professor Dr. Tatyana Vasileva Petkova.

Assistant Professor Dr. Tatyana Vasileva Petkova is an established researcher in the field of
political sciences, with a solid academic background and clearly defined scientific interests. She
graduated in Philosophy, with a second major in Theology, from South-West University "Neofit
Rilski".  At  the  same  university,  she  obtained  a  doctoral  degree  in  History  of  Philosophy  on
05.01.2001 and in Political Science on 23.01.2017. Currently, she holds the academic position of
"senior  assistant"  at  the  Faculty  of  Philosophy  of  South-West  University  "Neofit  Rilski".  Her
teaching and research activities are very extensive. Highly commendable is her consistent scientific
interest  in  the  issues  of  contemporary  Russia  and  its  political  development,  the  presidential
institution in that country, and the interaction between political power, democratic procedures, and
authoritarian tendencies that have unfolded since the collapse of the USSR.

Assistant Professor Dr. Tatyana Petkova's international publishing activity, participation in
scientific forums, and joint research with foreign colleagues are clear indicators of her authority and
integration  into  the  international  academic  community.  Personal  professional  impressions  are
entirely positive  -  I  have  witnessed  academic  integrity,  teamwork skills,  and a  high  degree  of
responsibility towards teaching and research activities, which contributes to the authority of South-
West University "Neofit Rilski".

It  is  clear  from  the  documents  and  reports  on  scientific  indicators  presented  that  the
candidate fully meets the minimum national requirements set out in the ZRASRB, as well as the
additional requirements set out in the internal rules of South-West University "Neofit Rilski".

Key element in this application is the presented habilitation monograph entitled: "The Role
of the President and His Powers in the Russian Federation (1991-2024)". This study is an in-depth,
systematic, and valuable analysis of the presidential institution in post-Soviet Russia in the context
of the dynamic political transformations from the collapse of the USSR to the present day. It is an
undeniably  relevant  topic  of  great  scientific  and  social  significance.  Author  considers  the
presidential institution in Russia not only as a constitutional body, but also as the actual holder of
real  political  power,  whose influence  on the political  system leads  to  a  transition from limited
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political  pluralism  to  consolidated  authoritarianism.  Of  particular  value  is  the  analysis  of  the
evolution  of  presidential  powers,  compared  with  specific  political  practices  during  the
administrations of Presidents Boris Yeltsin, Vladimir Putin, and Dmitry Medvedev.

This monograph demonstrates a thorough knowledge of the regulatory framework, political
theory, and current academic debates on democracy, authoritarianism, and hybrid political regimes.
A comprehensive  methodological  approach  is  used,  including  constitutional  and  institutional
analysis,  comparative  methods,  diachronic  analysis,  and interpretation  of  empirical  data.  These
allow  for  a  convincing  defense  of  the  main  thesis  on  the  centralization  of  power  and  the
personalization of governance in the Russian Federation. Undoubtedly valuable is the analysis of
the constitutional changes of 2020 and the reset of presidential terms, as well as the consequences
of these decisions for the country's political system. Based on this, important conclusions are drawn
about the lasting institutionalization of an authoritarian model of governance in Russia, which is
also  confirmed  by the  latest  events  in  domestic  and  international  politics.  Another  significant
contribution of the habilitation work are the scientific generalizations related to the specificity of
"perestroika" as a Russian phenomenon, an emanation of the waves of globalization for change that
started precisely from Russia to Eastern Europe, as well as the question of post-Soviet Russia's self-
perception as a Western or Eurasian power.

The applicant presents a significant number of scientific publications - articles and studies in
refereed and indexed international publications, including those included in databases such as Web
of Science and Scopus. They complement and expand the scope of the habilitation thesis, covering
issues of geopolitics, international security, globalization, political identities, and the philosophical
foundations of political ideologies. Her publications are distinguished by their theoretical depth,
thorough analysis,  and clear  authorial  position.  Together,  they demonstrate  the candidate's  high
capacity  for  independent  scientific  thinking  and  active  participation  in  international  scientific
discourse.  The data  presented  on citations  show that  her  works  have  found wide  resonance  in
scientific circles. The citations in international collections and publications indexed in prestigious
scientific databases testify to the recognition and scientific relevance of her research.

The scientific contributions of Assistant Professor Dr. Tatyana Petkova and her habilitation
thesis can be summarized in several main areas: in-depth analysis of the presidential institution in
the Russian Federation in the post-Soviet period; revealing the mechanisms of concentration of
power and erosion of democratic governance; application of a comparative and interdisciplinary
approach to the study of political regimes; contribution to Bulgarian and international literature on
the problems of comparative political science and international relations.

This  habilitation  monograph,  as  well  as  the  applicant's  overall  scientific  and  academic
activity and achievements, are undoubtedly of significant scientific value. My recommendation is
not related to her current publications, but is focused on Dr. Tatyana Petkova's upcoming research.
It would be of particular interest to the academic community in the field of Political Science and
Constitutional Law, as well as in a broader public perspective, if in her future research, she further
expands the comparativist perspective in her work by contrasting the Russian authoritarian model
with the development of political regimes in other countries of the former USSR and the former
socialist  "camp."  This  approach  would  help  highlight  the  specifics  and  common trends  in  the
development of modern political systems even more clearly.

Finally, based on the documents presented, the analysis of thehabilitation work, the
scientific publications, scientific indicators, as well as my personal impressions, my assessment
of the application of assistant professor Dr. Tatyana Vasileva Petkova can only be described as
entirely  positive.  In my opinion,  they meet  all  the  regulatory  requirements  set  out  in  the
ZRASRB and in the rules of the Southwest University "Neofit Rilski" to hold the academic
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position of "associate professor."

I strongly recommend to the members of the scientific jury to approve the decision
whereby Assistant Professor Dr. Tatyana Vasileva Petkova be granted the academic position of
Associate  Professor in  the  professional  field  3.3.  Political  Sciences  (Comparative  Political
Science) at South-West University "Neofit Rilski".

Sofia, January 26, 2026

Sincerely,

/Assoc. Prof. Dr. Borislav Tsekov/
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