CTAHOBUINE

OT: Jlon. n-p Bopucnas BopucnaBoB llekos, unen Ha HayuHo Kypwu, OnpenenieHO CbC
SamoBen Ne 2903/28.11.2025 r. ma pekropa Ha IOrozamamen ynusepcuter ,,Heobur Puucku™ -
Brnaroesrpam, B OOfBEH KOHKYPC 3a 3acMaHe Ha aKaJeMHJHaTa JUIBKHOCT ,JIOIEHT® MO
npodecronanno nanpasienue 3.3. [lomuTraeckn Hayku (CpaBHATENHA MOIUTONOTHSL).

OTHOCHO: Kammuparypara Ha 1. ac. A-p TarsHa Bacumnesa IlerkoBa B KOHKypC 3a
3aeMaHe Ha aKajeMHW4Hara JUIBKHOCT ,JIONeHT 1o mpodecmonamHo HanpasneHume 3.3.
[Momutrueckn Hayku (CpaBHMTENIHA IONATONOTHS), 00sBeH oT IOrosananen yruBepcuter ,,Heodur
Puiicku® - Bnaroesrpaj, obsisen B ,,J[ppxasen BecTHUK, Op. 82 o1 07.10.2025 .

Vpakaemu wienose Ha Hayunoro xypw,

Coe 3amosen Ne 2903/28.11.2025 1. Ha pektopa Ha FOrozamazen ymusepcuter ,.Heodut
Pmiicku - Bnaroeerpaz, msnanena Ha ocHoBanme wi. 4, an. 2 or 3PACPb um pemenwe Ha
@axynreraus chBeT Ha @unocopekus paxynrer (IIporoxon Ne 22/24.11.2025 1), ¢bM onpeaescH
3a YleH Ha HAYYHOTO JKypH [0 0OSIBEH KOHKYPC 32 3aeMaHe Ha aKaJeMUYHATa JUIBXKHOCT ,,0IEHT
no mpodecuonanno Hampapienue 3.3. Tlonmmrmuecku Hayku (CpaBHMTENHA IOJIMTONOTHUA), C
€IMHCTBCH KaHIUAAT L. ac. 1-p TarsHa Bacwuiesa IleTkoBsa.

I'n. acucrent n-p Tarsma Bacwiesa IletkoBa € yTBBEpIEH H3ciefoBaren B o0Omacrra Ha
HOJMTHYECKHUTE HAYKH, ChC CONMIHA aKkaJeMuuHa Onorpadus u sicHO npoduiupan HaydeH HHTEPEC.
3apbpimia € Ourocodus, ¢ Bropa cunemuansoct Teonorus B FO3Y ,Heodput Puncku“. B chius
YHMBEPCUTET € Ipupobmna e obpasoBarellHa M HaydHa CTemeH ,JokTop“ mo Mcrtopusa Ha
®unocodpusra npez 05.01.2001 r. u no ITomuronorus ma 23.01.2017 r. IlomacTtosimem 3acMa
akaJeMUYHaTa UIBKHOCT ,,IJaBeH acucTeHT BEB Dmiocodckus daxyrrer Ha O3V ,Heodur
Punckn”. Pa3BuBa akTWBHA MpENO/iaBaTelicka ¥ HaydIHOM3CIenoBarencka AeiHocT. Bucoko cnensa
na OBJaT OIEHEHH HeWHWTe IIOCJIENOBAaTeIHA HAyYHW MHTEpeC KBbM MIpoONeMarhkara Ha
ChBpeMecHHA PycHs W HEWHOTO TONMTHYECKO pa3sBUTHE, NPE3UJICHTCKATa WHCTUTYIHS B Tasd
Jbp)KaBa W B3aUMOJCHCTBHETO MEXJly IOJNMTHYECKaTa BJIACT, NEMOKPATHYHHTE MPONCAYPH U
ABTOPHUTAPHHUTE TEHICHITHH, KOUTO ce pasrphinar ciex pasnananero na CCCP.

MexaynaponHara MyOJMKAaMOHAa aKTUBHOCT Ha IN. ac. A-p Targma IletkoBa, HeAHWTE
ydacThs B Hay4Hu (POPYMH ¥ B CHBMCCTHH H3CICABAHUS C UYXIAECTPAHHM aBTOpH ca Oe3cnopeH
WHJIAKATOP 32 HEHHWS aBTOPHTET M WHTEIPHPAHOCT B PEICBAHTHATA MEXAYHAPOJHA aKaJeMUIHA
cpena. Jlmarure My mpodecCHOHATHE BIEUATICHUS Ca W3IS0 HONOXKHUTEIHH - T HEMOHCTPHpA
akajieMudHa JI0OPOCHBECTHOCT, YMEHHE 3a padoTa B €KUI M BHUCOKA CTENEH HA OTFOBOPHOCT KBM
ImpemojaBareickata W H3ciefoBareickaTta JEHHOCT, ¢ KOETO MOIpHHAcs 3a aBTOpUTETa Ha
IOrozamaznen yauBepcurer ,,Heoput Pricku®.

OT mpeAcTaBeHHUTE JIOKYMEHTH W CIIPaBKH 32 HAyKOMETPHUYHHUTE IIOKA3aTeld € BHIHO, YC
KaHUaTkara HAIbJIHO OTroBaps Ha YCTAHOBEHUTE MUHMMAIHM HallMOHAIHM HW3UCKBaHUS I10
3PACPB, xakTo W Ha JIONBIHUTCIHUTE WU3UCKBAaHUS, 3AJI0)KEHW BBB BBIPEINHUTE IIpaBHjIa Ha
IOrozananen yausepcurert ,,Heoput Puncku®.

Bonem emeMeHT B HACTOSIIUS KOHKYpPC € MNpCACTaBCHUSAT XaOUIUTAIHOHEH Tpya -




MoHorpadus mox 3amnaBme: ,Porama ma mpesudewma u nezoeume npasomowus 6 Pycxama
¢peoepayus (1991-2024 2.). 3cnenBaneTo IpeACTaBISBA 3a1bI00YEH, CHCTEMATHYEH U IPHHOCEH
aHalli3 Ha IPE3MIEHTCKara MHCTUTYIUS B IIOCTCHBETCKa PycHs B YCIOBHMSTA HA JMHAMHUYHHTE
nonuTHIECK Tpancdopmaruu oT pasmagaHeto Ha CCCP no mamm guu. Temara e Ge3cmopHO
aKTyallHa M ¢ BHCOKAa HayyHa M OOIIECTBEHA 3HAaYUMOCT. ABTOpKAaTa pasmiexia Mpe3UIeHTCKaTa
UHCTUTYIMSA B Pycus He camMo Karo KOHCTHUTYIIHOHEH OpraH, HO W Karo (paKTUYECKW THUTYISID Ha
peaiHara MOJUTHYECKA BJIACT, YMETO BB3JEHCTBHE BBPXY HOIUTHYECKATA CHCTEMA BOIM [0 TPEXO]
OT OrpaHWYCH MOJUTHYECKH IUIyPAIi3bM KbM KOHCOIHUPAH aBTOpUTAapu3bM. OCO0EHO mpuHOCEH
€ aHAIM3bT Ha €BOIIONMATA Ha IPE3WJCHTCKHATE IPAaBOMOINWS, CBHIIOCTABEH C KOHKPETHH
TIONUTHYECKH TIPAKTUKHU MPU yIpaBIeHHUETO Ha npesuaeHTute bopuc Enuwmn, Bragumup ITytua u
Jvutpuit Mensenes.

Monorpadusra mokaspa mo3HaBaHe Ha HOpPMarTHBHaTa ypeaba, IOIUTHYECKATa TEOPHS H
aKTyalTHATC CHBPEMCHHM Hay4HH Ae0aTd 3a JEMOKpalMsTa, aBTOPUTAPHU3MA W XUOPHIHUTE
TOJIUTHYECKH PEXUMHU. M3110113BaH € KOMITIEKCEH METOHNOJIOTHYESCKY TOIXOM - KOHCTHTYIIMOHEH K
WHCTUTYIMOHATICH aHAJl3, CPAaBHHUTENEH METO, IOUAXPOHCH aHANW3 W WHTEpIpeTanus Ha
eMIMpUYHM JaHod. ToBa mo3BOoNsiBA YOeNWTENHO Jia C€ 3allWTd OCHOBHATa Te3a 3a
HEHTpAM3alMITa HA BIACTTa M IIEPCOHAIM3alMATa Ha ylpasieHmero B Pyckara depepanus. C
GescropeH IPUHOCEH XapakTep ¢ aHAIM3BT Ha KOHCTHTYIHOHHUTE mpoMeHw oT 2020 L. u
HYIMPAHETO Ha MPE3UICHTCKATE MaHJATH, KAKTO M Ha MOCISIUIATE OT TE3W pEIleHus 3a
NOJMTHYECKaTa CUCTeMa Ha cTpaHara. Ha Ta3w OCHOBa ca apryMEHTHpPAHH BaXKHHM W3BOIM 34
TPaHOTO WHCTHTYIMOHAIM3UPAHE Ha aBTOPUTApEH MOJEI Ha yIpaBlieHue B Pycus, KoeTo Hamupa
HOTBBPX/ICHAC M B Hal-HOBHTE CHOMTHS OT BBTPEIIHATA W MEXIYHAPOJHA MOJUTHKA. 3HAYUM
IPUHOCCH MOMEHT B XaOWIMTAIIHOHHHS TPY/L Ca M HAIIPaBEHWUTE HayJIHH 00OOIIEHs, CBEP3aHH ChC
cnenudukara Ha ,,llepecTpoiKara“ Karo pyckd (peHOMEH, eMaHaIMs Ha II0OANTM3aMOHHNATE BhIHHA
3a MpOMsHA, TPBrHAMA ThKMO OT Pycus xem M3stouna EBpoma, xakto w ¢ BbIpoca 3a
CeOEBB3IPHATHETO HAa OCTCHBETCKA PycHs Karo 3amaiHa uim eBpasuiicka CHa.

Kannmnarkara mnpencraps 3Ha9uTeNeH Opoi HaydHM IyONMKAIMHM - CTaTHH M CTYIHH B
pedepupand ¥ HHAEKCHPAHU MEXIYHAPOIHH W3NAHWS, BKIFOYMTENHO TAKHMBA, BKIIOYCHW B 0asu
nanny karo Web of Science u Scopus. TeMaTHuHO Te JONBIBAT U PA3MIUPSBAT TPOOIEMHOTO IIOJIE
Ha XaOWIMTAalMOHHWS TPy, Karo oOXBallaT BBIPOCH HA TEONONWTHKATA, MEXIyHApOIHATA
CHTYPHOCT, IIOOANM3aysaTa, NMOJHTHICCKUTE HACHTUYHOCTH ¥ (GUIOCO(CKUTE OCHOBAHHS Ha
NOMUTHYIEeCKUTE macoaoruu. Ilybnukanuure ce oTiMyaBar ¢ TeopeTuyHa IUIBTHOCT, 3a1bJI00YEHa
AHATUTHYHOCT ¥ SICHA aBTOPCKA Mo3uuus. Te moka3Bar BHCOKHS KamaluTeT HA KaHAWAATKATa 3a
CaMOCTOATETTHO HAyYHO MHCIEHEe M aKTHBHO y9acTHE B MEXIYHApOIHATa HAyYHA IUCKYCHS.
IIpencraBennte nannu 3a UTHPAHUSTA II0KA3BAT, e HEWHWUTE TPYIOBE ca HAMEPHIH ITHPOK OT3BYK
B HayuHuTe cpemu. lluTmpanusara B MeXIyHapomHHM COOPHHIM W W3IaHUS, HHACKCHPAaHH B
IPECTHXHY HAYYHM 0a3w NaHHH, CBHJETENCTBAT 3a Pa3slO3HABAEMOCTTA W HAYyYHATA PENEBAHTHOCT
Ha HEWHUTE U3CICIBAHMS.

Hayunwre npunocu Ha . ac. A-p Tarssa IlerkoBa v HeliHUsS XaOWIATAIMOHEH TPYI MOTAT
na Gbpar 0600ImEH B HIKONKO OCHOBHH HAIPABICHWS: 3ajIbJO0YEH aHANM3 HA NPE3HICHTCKATA
uHcTATYIMsT B Pyckara denepanus B MOCTCHBETCKHS IIEPHOL; Pa3KpUBaHE HA MEXaHW3MHTE 32
KOHLICHTpaINys Ha BIacT U €po3us Ha JEMOKPAaTHYHOTO YIIPABIICHUE; MPUJIarane Ha CPAaBHUTENEH H
HHTEPIUCHMIUINHAPCH TOAXOA IIPH H3CIEABAHETO HA IIOMMTHYCCKUTE DEXUMH, IMPUHOC KBHM
Owbnrapckara u MeXIyHapoIHATa JIUTEparypa 1Mo MpoOJIeMHTe Ha CPaBHUTENHATA MOIHUTONOTHS H
MEXIYHAPOIHUTE OTHOIICHHS.

IIpencraBenuaT XaOUIUTAIHOHEH TPYH, KAKTO U ISUIOCTHATA HAyYHA ¥ aKaJeMHUYHA JEHHOCT
U JOCTIDKCHHATA HA KaHIuJarkara, 0e3 ChbMHEHHE MMaT IPMHOCHA HaydyHa CTOWHOCT. B T03M
CMHCB]I MOsTa MPENOPbKa € CBBP3aHa HE C JOCETANIHUTE IMyONMKAIUM, a € OPUEHTHPaHa KbM
OblelmMre HaydHH THpceHMI Ha 1-p TarsHa Iletkoa. Hammpam, de 3a axajgeMudHara
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00miecTBEHOCT B 00651aCTTa HA IMOJUTHYCCKUTE HAYKA U HA KOHCTUTYLMOHHOTO MPaBo, KAKTO U B II0-
MIEPOK 0OIMECTBEH IUIaH, 0¥ MPeACTaBIIBaIo0 0COOEH HHTEPEC, aKO B CIIEBALIM CBOH M3CIICBAHMISI
TS Pa3lIMpPH OIIe IIOBEYE CPABHHUTENIHATA NMEPCIEKTHRA Upe3 CHIOCTABsSHE HA PYCKUS aBTOPUTAPEH
MOJIET ¢ Pa3BUTHETO HA IMOJIMTUYECKHUTE PEXUMH B Apyru abpxkaBu oT Oummsg CCCP u GuBmms
COLMANHUCTHIECKH ,j1arep”. IlomobGeH moaxon OM NONpPUHECHI 3a OINe MO-SCHO OTKPOsSBAaHE Ha
crenuduKara ¥ OOIIUTE TEHACHIUN B Pa3BUTHETO HA CHBPEMEHHHTE MIOJMTHYECKY CHCTEMH.

B 3akiroueHuwe, Ha OCHOBaTa HA NPEACTABEHHTE [OKYMEHTH, AaHAJHM3a Ha
Xa0HMIHTAIMOHHMSA TPYH, HAYYHUTE MyOIHKAHE, HAYKOMETPHIHHUTE NOKA3ATEIN W JIMIHATE
MH BIEYATICHHS, JaBaM M3USI0 MOJOKHTE/JIHA ONEHKA 3a KAHAHAATYpara Ha DI ac. [-p
Tarana Bacuaena IlerxoBa. CMsiTaM, Ye T8 0TroBapsi HA BCHYKHM HOPMATHBHH H3NCKBAHMSI,
ycranosenu B 3PACPD u BbB BhTpemHuTe NpaBmia Ha I0ro3ananen yausepcuter ,,Heodur
Puicku® 3a 3aeMaHe HA aKATEeMHYHATA JJIHKHOCT ,,JOIEHT,

Y06eneno nmpenopbuBaM Ha WiCHOBETEe HA HAYYHOTO KYPH 2 HOIKPENAT pelieHHe, C
KO0€TO L. ac. A-p Tarana Bacunesa [lerkoBa na 3aeme akaeMHAYHATA JIHKHOCT ,,AOLMEHT* 10
npodecnonagno Hampasienne 3.3. Hoamrnveckn mayku (CpaBHHTEIHA NOJHTOJIOIHI) B
IOrozanagnus yausepcurer ,,Heopur Pricku®.

PernameHT (EC) 2016/679 Ha EBponeinckus
naprnameHT n Ha CbeeTa ot 27 .04.2016 1.

Cogus, 26 anyapu 2026 .




OPINION

FROM: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Borislav Borisov Tsekov, member of the Scientific Jury, appointed by
Order No. 2903/28.11.2025 of the Rector of South-West University "Neofit Rilski" - Blagoevgrad,
in an announced competition for the academic position of "associate professor" in professional field
3.3. Political Sciences (Comparative Political Science).

RE: The application of Assistant Professor Dr. Tatyana Vasileva Petkova in a competitive selection
for the academic position of "associate professor" in professional field 3.3. Political Sciences
(Comparative Political Science), organized by Southwest University "Neofit Rilski" - Blagoevgrad,
announced in the State Gazette, issue 82 of 07.10.2025.

Dear members of the Scientific Jury,

By Order No. 2903/28.11.2025 of the Rector of South-West University "Neofit Rilski" -
Blagoevgrad, issued on the basis of Art. 4, para. 2 of the ZRASRB and a decision of the Faculty
Council of the Faculty of Philosophy (Minutes No. 22/24.11.2025), 1 have been appointed a
member of the Scientific Jury for the announced competition for the academic position of "associate
professor" in professional field 3.3. Political Sciences (Comparative Political Science), with the sole
applicant being Assistant Professor Dr. Tatyana Vasileva Petkova.

Assistant Professor Dr. Tatyana Vasileva Petkova is an established researcher in the field of
political sciences, with a solid academic background and clearly defined scientific interests. She
graduated in Philosophy, with a second major in Theology, from South-West University "Neofit
Rilski". At the same university, she obtained a doctoral degree in History of Philosophy on
05.01.2001 and in Political Science on 23.01.2017. Currently, she holds the academic position of
"senior assistant" at the Faculty of Philosophy of South-West University "Neofit Rilski". Her
teaching and research activities are very extensive. Highly commendable is her consistent scientific
interest in the issues of contemporary Russia and its political development, the presidential
institution in that country, and the interaction between political power, democratic procedures, and
authoritarian tendencies that have unfolded since the collapse of the USSR.

Assistant Professor Dr. Tatyana Petkova's international publishing activity, participation in
scientific forums, and joint research with foreign colleagues are clear indicators of her authority and
integration into the international academic community. Personal professional impressions are
entirely positive - I have witnessed academic integrity, teamwork skills, and a high degree of
responsibility towards teaching and research activities, which contributes to the authority of South-
West University "Neofit Rilski".

It is clear from the documents and reports on scientific indicators presented that the
candidate fully meets the minimum national requirements set out in the ZRASRB, as well as the
additional requirements set out in the internal rules of South-West University "Neofit Rilski".

Key element in this application is the presented habilitation monograph entitled: "7he Role
of the President and His Powers in the Russian Federation (1991-2024)". This study is an in-depth,
systematic, and valuable analysis of the presidential institution in post-Soviet Russia in the context
of the dynamic political transformations from the collapse of the USSR to the present day. It is an
undeniably relevant topic of great scientific and social significance. Author considers the
presidential institution in Russia not only as a constitutional body, but also as the actual holder of
real political power, whose influence on the political system leads to a transition from limited



political pluralism to consolidated authoritarianism. Of particular value is the analysis of the
evolution of presidential powers, compared with specific political practices during the
administrations of Presidents Boris Yeltsin, Vladimir Putin, and Dmitry Medvedeyv.

This monograph demonstrates a thorough knowledge of the regulatory framework, political
theory, and current academic debates on democracy, authoritarianism, and hybrid political regimes.
A comprehensive methodological approach is used, including constitutional and institutional
analysis, comparative methods, diachronic analysis, and interpretation of empirical data. These
allow for a convincing defense of the main thesis on the centralization of power and the
personalization of governance in the Russian Federation. Undoubtedly valuable is the analysis of
the constitutional changes of 2020 and the reset of presidential terms, as well as the consequences
of these decisions for the country's political system. Based on this, important conclusions are drawn
about the lasting institutionalization of an authoritarian model of governance in Russia, which is
also confirmed by the latest events in domestic and international politics. Another significant
contribution of the habilitation work are the scientific generalizations related to the specificity of
"perestroika" as a Russian phenomenon, an emanation of the waves of globalization for change that
started precisely from Russia to Eastern Europe, as well as the question of post-Soviet Russia's self-
perception as a Western or Eurasian power.

The applicant presents a significant number of scientific publications - articles and studies in
refereed and indexed international publications, including those included in databases such as Web
of Science and Scopus. They complement and expand the scope of the habilitation thesis, covering
issues of geopolitics, international security, globalization, political identities, and the philosophical
foundations of political ideologies. Her publications are distinguished by their theoretical depth,
thorough analysis, and clear authorial position. Together, they demonstrate the candidate's high
capacity for independent scientific thinking and active participation in international scientific
discourse. The data presented on citations show that her works have found wide resonance in
scientific circles. The citations in international collections and publications indexed in prestigious
scientific databases testify to the recognition and scientific relevance of her research.

The scientific contributions of Assistant Professor Dr. Tatyana Petkova and her habilitation
thesis can be summarized in several main areas: in-depth analysis of the presidential institution in
the Russian Federation in the post-Soviet period; revealing the mechanisms of concentration of
power and erosion of democratic governance; application of a comparative and interdisciplinary
approach to the study of political regimes; contribution to Bulgarian and international literature on
the problems of comparative political science and international relations.

This habilitation monograph, as well as the applicant's overall scientific and academic
activity and achievements, are undoubtedly of significant scientific value. My recommendation is
not related to her current publications, but is focused on Dr. Tatyana Petkova's upcoming research.
It would be of particular interest to the academic community in the field of Political Science and
Constitutional Law, as well as in a broader public perspective, if in her future research, she further
expands the comparativist perspective in her work by contrasting the Russian authoritarian model
with the development of political regimes in other countries of the former USSR and the former
socialist "camp." This approach would help highlight the specifics and common trends in the
development of modern political systems even more clearly.

Finally, based on the documents presented, the analysis of thehabilitation work, the
scientific publications, scientific indicators, as well as my personal impressions, my assessment
of the application of assistant professor Dr. Tatyana Vasileva Petkova can only be described as
entirely positive. In my opinion, they meet all the regulatory requirements set out in the
ZRASRB and in the rules of the Southwest University '"Neofit Rilski'" to hold the academic
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position of "associate professor."

I strongly recommend to the members of the scientific jury to approve the decision
whereby Assistant Professor Dr. Tatyana Vasileva Petkova be granted the academic position of
Associate Professor in the professional field 3.3. Political Sciences (Comparative Political
Science) at South-West University '"Neofit Rilski"'.

Sofia, January 26, 2026

Sincerely,

/Assoc. Prof. Dr. Borislav Tsekov/
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