IOT'O3ANTAJIEH YHUBEPCUTET ,,HEO®HUT PUJICKHN” —
I'P. BJIAT'OEBI'PA /]

CTAHOBMIIE
Ot npod. a-p Anreanna MupociaBoBa MapkoBcka
npenoaasaten npu BTY ,, Cs. CB. Kupun u Meroauii‘

YJICH Ha HAyYHO XYypPHU B KOHKYPC 3a 3a€MaHe Ha aKaJeMUYHaTa
nbxHOCT JJOLIEHT, o6sBen ot KO3V ,,Heodut Puscku” B
JB. bp. 82 ot 7 oktomBpu 2025T.

Omnocno: Hayunama, Hayuno-npunoxcnama u npoghecuoHanno-akademuyHama
oeliHocm U NpooyKyus, npeocmasena om y4acmuuk 6 KOHKypca 3a oouenm_s O3V

,Heogpum Puncku®, 6 obaacm 3. Coyuanrnu, cmonaucku U npasHu HAayKu,
npoghecuonanno nanpasnerue 3.3 Iorumuuecku nayku (Cpasnumenna noaumoniocus)

Kanmmpar: [ nasen acucmenm 0-p Tamsna Bacunesa Ilemkosa

Nudopmanus 3a koHkypca: KoOHKypchT € O0O0dBEeH 3a HYXAUTE Ha Kareapa
"®dunocopcku u nonuTudecku Hayku", dunocodcku dakynrer Ha O3V “Heodut
Puncku® — rp. baaroesrpan, myonukyBaH B J[bpikaBeH BecTHUK, Op. 82/07.10.2025r.

OT mpuio)keHaTa CrpaBKa € BUIHO, Y€ KaHIUJATHT € U3IMBJIHWI MUHUMATHUTE
HAIlMOHAJIHK M3HCKBaHHSA 10 wWi. 20, an. 2 m 3 or 3PACPBb m nombiIHUTEITHHTE
YHUBEPCUTETCKU M3UCKBaHUS 1o wi. 80 kbM BbTpenHute npaBuia 3a pa3BUTHE Ha
akagemuyHus chcraB B O3V ,Heodutr Puncku“-rp. bnaroeerpan. Ot usuckyemmus
MUHUMYM OT 400 TOUKM 3a TPUCHKIAHE HA AKAJIEMUYHO 3BAHUE ,,IOLECHT, KAHIUIATHT
e cropait 855 ToukKw.

VYyacTBaM B ChCTaBa Ha HAYYHOTO KYpH IO KOHKypca Ha ocHOoBaHUE 3amoBes Ne
P/1-2903 ot 28.11.2025 r. Ha Pextopa na KO3V ,,Heodurt Puncku‘‘-rp. brnaroesrpan

I. O6001meHn JaHHY 32 HAYYHATA NPOAYKIUSA M JeHOCTTA HA KAHAUIATA
B 00s1BeHns1 KOHKYpC 3a AOLEHT y4acTBa €uH KaHauaaT — A-p TatsaHa [leTkosa,
IJIaBEH acucTeHT B Kareapa "dunocodcku u nonutnyecku Hayku'" Ha Punocodcku



daxynrer npu FO3Y ,,Heodut Puncku®.

[IpeTenneHTKaTa 32 KOHKYpCHATA JUIKHOCT MMa JTBJITOTOIUIITHA U PECTICKTUPAIIa
C TMOCTUTHATOTO, mpodecuonanHa oOworpadus. Ot 2013 r., Beue Omu3o 9 romuHu,
HEM3MEHHO HeilHaTa mpernojaBaresicka JEHHOCT € KaTo MPEenoJaBaTell Mo MOJIUTHIECKU
Hayku B IO3Y ,Heodutr Puicku®. Tam T4 mocienoBaTenHO 3aeMa JTbKHOCTUTE
acucteHT (2013-2017 na xoHopap, a ot 2017- Ha OCHOBEH 111aT) U IJ1aBeH acucTeHT (2020
I.) 10 HACTOSLIUS MOMEHT.

[Ipe3 2017 r. mpunobuBa aokTopcka creneH no llomuronorus, KosTo 3a Hes €
BTOpa JIOKTOPCKa CTENEH, clie]] mpuaoouta takaBa o Mcropus Ha ¢unocodusra mpes
2012 r.

I'm. ac. n-p Tarsana lletkoBa € wneH Ha peauua PEeNAKUIMOHHM KOJIETMH Ha
npodecroHalHU U3/1aHus; HAy4eH CHhCTABUTEN U PEJaKTOp Ha COOPHULM B UyXOWHA,
noBeueTo oT kouTo uHAeKkcupanu B Web of Science u Scopus.

Peanu3upa yyacTtusi B mopeauiia OT HAyYHO-U3CJIEIOBATEICKUA MPOEKTH, HAYYHH
dhopymu (HAIMOHATIHU U MEKyHAPOIHH ), 0OOYUUTEIIHU TPEHUHTH U JIp.

[IpenogaBatenckara neiiHoct Ha A-p [leTkoBa e u3Lsio chbobpazeHa ¢ 0b6JacTTa Ha
KOHKypca, a HWMEHO ,CpaBHUTENHA noiuronorus™ . Iloctmwxkenusta #© B
npenojaBaTesickara JeMHOCT ca B HAKOJIKO U3MEPEHUSI:

e PazpabGotuna e nopenuua ot GyHIaMEeHTaIHU yueOHU KypcoBe 1mo: CpaBHUTENIHA
nosuronorusi; Moaepuusbpm U IlocTMONEpHU3BM: NUJIEMH W KOHTPABEPCHUU;
WNurerpatmss u uncturyuun Ha EC; Hcropuss Ha NOJUTHYECKUTE YUCHUS,
®dunocodus Ha mOTUTHKATA U JIp. ¢ o011a Opoiika 11;

e Peanu3upanu MHOXKECTBO HAYYHU M 0Opa30BaATENHU CIIELUATU3ALMNH C PA3IMYHA
IPOIBJDKATETHOCT Y HAC U B Uy KOUHA,

e Hayuen cekperap Ha ,lleHTbp 3a wu3cCieNBaHHA U PpaA3NPOCTPAHEHHE HA
nonutudecku U ¢unocodpcku ugen B KO3V ,Heoput Puncku“ (mapr 2014-
okTomMBpH 2018 1.);

e KauecTBOTO Ha yyeOHO-TIpenojaBaTenckaTa ASMHOCT HAa KaHAMUATa € OCUTYPEHO
Y 4pe3 yYaCTUETO 1 B pa3InyHU 00pa30BaTEIIHU MTPOEKTH.

Bceuuku Te3u apryMeHTH 1aBaT OCHOBAHUE Ja Ce 3aKII0UH, Y€ KaHIUAAThT € YTBbPJEH

M yBakaBaH TMpernojaBaTel W HaydYeH pPbKOBOJIUTEN, C JOKa3aHa M IpU3HATa
KOMIIETEHTHOCT B 00J1aCTTa Ha O0SIBEHUS] KOHKYPC.

II. Onenka Ha Hay4YHHTEe M Ha NPAKTHYECKHTEe Ppe3yaTaTH U IPUHOCH HA
NpeACTABeHATAa 32 YYacTHe B KOHKYPCAa TBOPYeCKa NMPOAYKIMS

OOmusAT Opoll Ha MpenCTaBEeHUTE 3a peleH3UpaHe HaydHH TpydoBe € 12 -
BCUUYKHUTE PEATU3UPAHU CIIE]] 3AEMAHETO HA aKaJIeMUYHA JUIbKHOCT IJ1aBE€H aCUCTEHT U €



TAX KaHAUJATHT HE € ydyacTBaJl B JIPYTM KOHKYpPCH 3a 3a€MaH€ Ha aKaJeMUYHU
JUTHKHOCTH WJTH TIPUCHKIAaHE HA HAYYHU CTeNeHU. TpynoBeTe BKIouBat: 1| MoHOTpadus
(OCHOBEH XaOWIWTAIMOHEH TPyA); 8 HAyYHU CTaTHHM MYyOJUKYBaHU B KOJICKTUBHU
cOOpHMIIM U MOHOTpa(uH B Uy>KOMHA U B CTpaHaTa, OT KOUTO 6 U3/1aHus ca pedeprupaHu
U WHACKCUPAHM B CBETOBHOM3BECTHM 0Oa3u JaHHU ¢ HaydHa uH(opmamus - Web of
Science u / B Scopus; U 3 Hay4yHM CTaTUM IMyOJIMKyBaHH B PEHOMHPAHHW H3IaHUS,
pedepupann B 06a3u maHHU OoT obsactra Ha CounuanHuTe Hayku. OT IUTHpaHUTE
MyOJMKalMM BCUYKUTE § ca Ha aHVIMKCKH e3uK. OOmusaT Opoil Ha 3a0ens3aHuTe
nutupanus € 19, oT KkouTo 7 ca B MyOJuKalWu, UHIAEKCUpaHU B Scopus, /2 B Apyru
PEHOMUPAHH U PEICH3UPAHU HAYYHU TPYIOBE.

[IpencraBenata 3a OICHKAa Hay4yHa MPOAYKIMS ChAbpXKa HWHDOpMaIUs W
J0Ka3aTeNCcTBa 3a nmpodecruoHanHaTa padoTa Ha KaHAWJATa, KOSTO MO CBOSI XapakTep
MOXe Ja Obae neduHHpaHa KaTO OPraHUYHO ChYETAHME Ha IMpenojaBaTesicka U
u3cneoBaTeNcka AeMHOCT B cdeparta Ha NpodeCUOHATHOTO HAIpaBjieHUEe U Hay4yHaTa
CIEIHUATHOCT, IO KOUTO € 00SIBEH KOHKYPCHT.

HayuHou3cienoBaTeinckure HMHTepecd Ha . ac. A-p Tarsna IlerkoBa ca

CbCPEAOTOYEHN BBPXY AaHaAIM3a Ha [OJUTUYECKAaTa BJIACT M JIbpPKABHOCTTA B
CHBPEMEHHUSI CBST, C OCHOBEH (OKYC BBPXY TMPE3UACHTCKATA WHCTUTYIUA,
TpaHchopMaIMsaTa Ha MOJUTHYCCKUTE PEKUMH M YTBBPKIABAHETO HA aBTOPUTAPHH
Mojenu, Hali-Beue B Pyckarta deneparus. M3cnenBanusra v oOXBamaT BhTPEIIHATA U
BBHIIIHATA MOJIUTHKA HAa PycHsi B TOCTCHBETCKHUS MEPUO/I, TEOMOTUTUUYECKUTE MPOLIECH
Ha XXI Bek u posisita Ha EBponeickusi Cbio3 B MEXIYHAPOJHUTE OTHOIIEHUS. 3HAYUMO
MSICTO 3aeMaT MpoOJIeMUTE Ha MOoJIUTHYEecKaTa pusiocodusi, MOIUTUUECKUTE UACOIOTUN
U TSXHaTa IMHAMMKA B YCJIOBHSATA Ha TJI00ANM3aIMs, KaKTO U coluaiHo-puiocopckure
U3MEpPEHHUS Ha INI00AITHOTO PUCKOBO 00I1IECTBO, KOCMOMOJIUTU3MA, MYJATHUKYJITYpain3mMa
M KpW3aTa Ha HalMOHATHAaTa IbpkaBa. M3ciemoBaTenckuar npodua Ha 1. ac. Ja-p
[TeTkoBa ce xapakTepu3upa ¢ UHTEPAUCHUILUIMHAPHOCT, KPUTUYEH aHAJIU3 U OPUEHTALIMS
KbM JIEMOKPAaTUYHUTE IICHHOCTH, YOBEIIKUTE TpaBa M CHUTYPHOCTTAa B TJIOOAJICH
KOHTEKCT.

[IpensioxkeHnTe MO KOHKypca MyOJHMKAlMK Ca HalMMCAaHW Ha NpodecHoHa]eH U
YETUBEH €3UK, JIEMOHCTPUpPAHA € BUCOKA MPOQPECHOHAIHA KOMIETEHTHOCT, epYAULUS U
aHAJIMTHYHA KYJITypa Ipu OalaHCUPAaHOTO ChueTaBaHe U OOpaBeHE C UCTOPUS U (PaKTH,
Ha KOWTO C€ OCHOBABAT CEPHMO3HU AHAIM3HM W MPOTHO3W. lIpennoxxenure myOauKauu
TOBOPST U 32 TPACH M YCTOWYMB MHTEPEC KbM OYepTaHaTa Mo rope nmpobdieMaTrka.

B xonkypca 3a ,,qouent*, ri. ac. a-p lleTkoBa y4yacTBa ¢ XaOUJIMTAILIMOHEH TPY/I -
MoHorpadusi Ha Tema ,,PonsitTa Ha mpe3uzeHTa W HEroBUTE MpaBoMolus B Pyckara
Odeneparus (1991 - 2024 r.)“, nybnukyBaHa oT YHUBEPCUTETCKO u3narencTso Ha FO3Y
,2Heodput Puncku® — rp. bnaroesrpan, npe3 2024 r. Ha Hes umeHo ce crnupam To-



noipoOHo. XaOWIMTAMOHHUAT TPy Mpejyiara 3aBbpUICHO JETAaUIHO M3ClIe/BaHE Ha
€BOJIIOLMATA Ha MPE3HJICHTCKUTE npaBomomus B Pycus B mepuonma 1991-2024;
TpaHchopMaIsaTa OT MOCTCHBETCKH MPEX0]] KbM YTBBPACH aBTOPUTAPEH MOJIEIT; pOIsTa
Ha JIMYHOCTHHS (DAKTOP B YIPABJICHUETO; HHCTUTYIIMOHATHOTO ,,0THEMaHEe ™ Ha BIACT U
epo3usiTa Ha JEMOKpPAaTUYHHUTE MeXaHU3MHU. TO3u MHTEpec ce BIUCBA B MO-IIUPOKHUS
CpaBHUTEJEH KOHTEKCT, BKJtouBaill M3touna EBpomna u nmpobiaemMuTe Ha 1€MOKPAaTUYHUS
perpec.

OCHOBHUSIT HaydeH MpPUHOC Ha MoOHOorpaduara Moxke naa ObJe CBbp3aH C
pPa3KpUMBAHETO HA TMpoIleca Ha pa3lIMpsIBAaHE Ha MPE3UJACHTCKUTE MPABOMOILIUS U
YTBBPKJABAHETO HA AaBTOPUTAPHUA MOJEI Ha YIOpaBJICHUE, C SICHO OYepTaHU
TEOIMOJIUTUYECKH MTOCIENIIM, KbM KOUTO aBTOPKATa BKJIIOYBA U BOMHATa B YKpalHa. B
M3CJIEIBAHETO CE U3IMOJ3Ba CPAaBHUTEIHATA MMEPCHEKTUBA C APYTH AbpkaBu oT M3TouHa
EBpomna, kaTo ce uaeHTuuImupaT TpeBOKHU TEHJECHIIMU HA €pO3Us HA IEMOKPATUYHHUTE
npouecu. Karo 3HauuM nprUHOCEH MOMEHT OTOENsI3BaM U MPEUIOKEHUST aHAIU3 BbPXY
nepectpoiikara kato crnenuduyeH pyckud ¢(eHoMeH U npoOJeMaTU3UpPaHETO Ha
IUBUIN3AIMOHHATA U UHCTUTYIIMOHATHA UIEHTUYHOCT Ha MOCTChBETCKa Pycusi, KakTo u
MOJYEPTABAHETO HA peIlaBaliara pojs Ha JUYHOCTHUSA (HAKTOp B YIMPAKHSIBAHETO HA
npe3uieHTCKaTa BiacT. Pycusi e ocmmuc/ieHa eIHOBPEMEHHO MNpe3 MpU3Mara Ha
peruoHajieH W rJjodajeH (akTop, ¢ NMPSIKO OTPa)KeHHEe BBPXY eBpomeiickara u
CBEeTOBHATAa CUTYpHOCT. Bb3 ocHOBa Ha ToBa, yOeauTeIHO MOTra Ja MOTBBPAS, 4e
XaOWJIMTAIMOHHUSAT TPYJ € 3aBbPIIEHO aBTOPCKO HAYYHO H3CJIEJIBAHE B TEMATHYHOTO
1oJie Ha OOSIBEHUS KOHKYPC 32 O0YeHM.

CwmsiTam, 4ye 3HaYUMU PE3yJITaTh, KaHIUAATHT MPEACTABS U B OCTAHAIUTE 001acTH
Ha HAyYHHUTE CH MHTEPECH, OTPA3CHU B MIPIJIOKEHUTE HAYUYHU CTATUU U MTyOJIMKAITUH TI0
KOHKYpCa, KaTo B CHHTE3UpaH BUJ OMX T 000011Ia O CISTHIS HAYHUH:

® HalpaBeH HOPMaTHBEH M (UI0COPCKH MPOYUT HA MEKIYHAPOIAHATA
NoJMTHKA, 0a3upaH Ha LIEHHOCTM KaTO BBPXOBEHCTBO Ha IMPaBOTO,
JNEMOKpaIusTa U Mupa;

e TpaHchoOpMamus Ha HACOJIOTHYCCKATE MOJIEIM B YCIOBUATA Ha
robanu3aiys, KaTo aBTOpKaTa pasrieka TMOJUTHKAaTa HE CcaMo
WHCTUTYLIMOHAJIHO, HO ¥ KaTO IEHHOCTHO-H/AeeH U KYJTYpeH eHOMEH;

® SICHO M3pa3eH COUMATHO-(PUIOCOPCKH M AHTPONOJOTHYEH MPOYMT Ha
MSICTOTO Ha YOBEKa B YCJIOBHTA HA II100ajIHa HECUTYPHOCT;

® [IpEAJIOKEH BapHaHT 3a OOSCHEHNE Ha KPU3aTa Ha MYJITHKYJITYpPaJIu3Ma
B EBpomna u HanpexeHneTo Mex 1y KyJITYpHUS MUIypaIUu3bM U
MOJINTUYECKU ETOU3BM.

III. KputnuHu 0ejie:KKU U NPeNnopbKU
KbM penensupannte TpyJI0BE U MpernogaBaTesickaTa padoTa Ha KaHAWIaTa HIMaM



KPUTUYHU O€JIekKKHU, KOUTO Ja MPOMEHAT 3HAUYMMOCTTAa HA TMOCOYEHUTE MPUHOCU U
MOJIOKUTEJIHATA MU OIIEHKA Ha MPEJCTABEHUTE MO KOHKypca Matepuanu. [IpenopbrkaTa
Mu KbM J-p IleTkoBa € Aa TPOABIAKU ChC ChIllATa MHTEH3UBHOCT HAYYHUTE CHU
W3CJIeIBAHUSI.

IV. 3akiaouyenune

B pamkuTe Ha MOWMTE KOMIIETEHIMU U JOCTHIIHUTE MU U3TOUYHULIA HE YCTAaHOBSIBAM
IJIarMaTCTBO B IPEICTaBEHUTE 3a peLEeH3Hpane MaTepruani. He Mu e n3BecTHO B X0/1a Ha
npoueaypara Aa ca IoJly4aBaHM HEAHOHMMHU M MOTHUBUPAHM HUCMEHM CUTHAIU 3a
YCTaHOBEHO IJIaTUaTCTBO.

JlaBaM MOJIOJKMTE/IHA OLlEHKAa HA pe3y/TaTuTe OT padoTara Ha KaHAWAaTa M
yOeneHo mpenopbuBaM H30MpaHeTO HA IJjaBeH acucTteHT a-p Tarana Bacuiesa
IlerkoBa 3a 3aeMaHe Ha aKaJeMHU4YHA JIBKHOCT ''JHoueHT" B o0JiacT HA BHCIIE
oOpazoBanne 3. CouMaJHHM, CTONAHCKH W MNPAaBHM HaYKH, NPo(eCHOHATHO
Hanpasjgenue 3.3 IloauTudyeckn Hayku, HaydyHa cneuuagHoct ''Ilosurosnorus
(CpaBHuTeJHA MOJUTOJIOTUA) B KaTeapa "@umiocopcku M MOJUTHIECKH HAYKH',
Puiocopcku pakyarer Ha FO3Y ,,Heopur Puicku® — rp. biaroesrpan.

Hara: 22.12.2025r. UneH Ha )KypHUTO:

npod. 1-p A. MapkoBcka



SOUTH-WEST UNIVERSITY "NEOFIT RILSKI"- BLAGOEVGRAD

OPINION

by Prof. Angelina Miroslavova Markovska, PhD
Faculty member at St. Cyril and St. Methodius University of Veliko Turnovo
Member of the Scientific Jury in the competition for the academic position of
Associate Professor, announced by South-West University “Neofit Rilski”
in the State Gazette, Issue No. 82 of 7 October 2025

Subject: Scientific, applied-scientific, and professional-academic activity and
output submitted by a candidate in the competition for Associate Professor at South-
West University “Neofit Rilski”, Field 3. Social, Economic and Legal Sciences,
Professional Field 3.3 Political Sciences (Comparative Political Science)

Candidate: Assistant Professor Tatyana Vasileva Petkova, PhD

Information on the competition: The competition was announced for the needs of
the Department of Philosophical and Political Sciences, Faculty of Philosophy,
South-West University “Neofit Rilski” — Blagoevgrad, in the State Gazette, Issue No.
82/07.10.2025.

From the submitted documentation it is evident that the candidate has fulfilled the
minimum national requirements pursuant to Art. 2b, para. 2 and 3 of the Academic
Staff Development Act of the Republic of Bulgaria, as well as the additional
university requirements under Art. 80 of the Internal Rules for the Development of
the Academic Staff at South-West University “Neofit Rilski” — Blagoevgrad. From
the required minimum of 400 points for the awarding of the academic title “Associate
Professor,” the candidate has accumulated 855 points.

I participate as a member of the Scientific Jury on the basis of Order No. RD-2903
0f28.11.2025 of the Rector of South-West University “Neofit Rilski” — Blagoevgrad.

I. Summary Data on the Scientific Output and Activity of the Candidate

One candidate has applied in the announced competition for Associate Professor —
Dr. Tatyana Petkova, Chief Assistant Professor at the Department of Philosophical



and Political Sciences, Faculty of Philosophy, South-West University “Neofit
Rilski™.

The candidate has a long-standing and professionally impressive academic career.
Since 2013, for nearly nine years, her teaching activity has been continuously
associated with political science education at South-West University “Neofit Rilski”.
She has consecutively held the positions of Assistant Professor (2013—2017 on an
hourly basis, and from 2017 on a full-time position) and Chief Assistant Professor
(since 2020).

In 2017, she obtained a PhD degree in Political Science, which represents her second
doctoral degree, following her PhD in History of Philosophy awarded in 2012.

Chief Assistant Professor Dr. Petkova is a member of several editorial boards of
professional academic journals, as well as a scientific editor and compiler of
collective volumes published abroad, most of which are indexed in Web of Science
and Scopus. She has participated in numerous research projects, national and
international scientific forums, training programs, and related academic initiatives.

Her teaching activity is fully aligned with the subject area of the competition, namely
Comparative Political Science. Her achievements in teaching are multidimensional
and include:

o Development and delivery of eleven academic courses, including
Comparative Political Science; Modernism and Postmodernism: Dilemmas
and Controversies; EU Integration and Institutions; History of Political
Thought, Philosophy of Politics, among others;

« Participation in numerous academic and educational specializations of varying
duration;

« Scientific Secretary of the “Center for Research and Dissemination of Political
and Philosophical Ideas” from March 2014 to October 2018;

« Active involvement in educational projects ensuring the quality of her
teaching activities.

All of the above provide sufficient grounds to conclude that the candidate is a well-
established and respected lecturer and academic supervisor with proven and
recognized competence in the field of the announced competition.



I1. Evaluation of the Scientific and Applied Results and Contributions of the
Submitted Scholarly Output

The total number of scholarly works submitted for evaluation is twelve, all of which
were produced after the candidate had assumed the academic position of Chief
Assistant Professor and have not been used in previous competitions for academic
positions or scientific degrees. These works include: one monograph (the main
habilitation work); eight scientific articles published in collective volumes and
monographs in Bulgaria and abroad, six of which are indexed in the Web of Science
and one in Scopus; and three scientific articles published in reputable journals
indexed in databases in the field of Social Sciences. Of the cited publications, eight
are written in English. The total number of identified citations is nineteen, including
seven in Scopus-indexed publications and twelve in other reputable peer-reviewed
scholarly works.

The submitted scientific output provides clear evidence of the candidate’s
professional activity, which can be defined as an organic combination of teaching
and research within the professional field and scientific specialty of the announced
competition.

The research interests of Chief Assistant Professor Dr. Tatyana Petkova focus on the
analysis of political power and statehood in the contemporary world, with particular
emphasis on the presidential institution, the transformation of political regimes, and
the consolidation of authoritarian models, primarily in the Russian Federation. Her
research encompasses Russia’s domestic and foreign policy in the post-Soviet period,
the geopolitical processes of the 21st century, and the role of the European Union in
international relations. A significant place is devoted to political philosophy, political
ideologies and their dynamics under conditions of globalization, as well as to the
socio-philosophical dimensions of the global risk society, cosmopolitanism,
multiculturalism, and the crisis of the nation-state. Her research profile is
characterized by interdisciplinarity, critical analysis, and a clear orientation toward
democratic values, human rights, and security in a global context.

The publications are written in a professional and accessible academic style,
demonstrating high scholarly competence, erudition, and analytical rigor in the
balanced use of historical knowledge and empirical data as a foundation for serious



analyses and projections. They also reflect a sustained and consistent research
interest in the outlined thematic areas.

In the competition, Chief Assistant Professor Dr. Petkova participates with a
habilitation monograph entitled “The Role of the President and His Powers in the
Russian Federation (1991-2024)”, published by the University Press of South-West
University “Neofit Rilski” — Blagoevgrad, in 2024. The habilitation work presents a
comprehensive and detailed study of the evolution of presidential powers in Russia
(1991-2024), the transformation from post-Soviet transition to an established
authoritarian model, the role of the personal factor in governance, and the
institutional usurpation of power accompanied by the erosion of democratic
mechanisms. This research is situated within a broader comparative context,
including Eastern Europe and the problem of democratic backsliding.

The principal scientific contribution of the monograph lies in revealing the process
of expansion of presidential powers and the consolidation of an authoritarian model
of governance, with clearly delineated geopolitical consequences, including the war
in Ukraine. The study introduces a comparative perspective with other Eastern
European states, identifying alarming tendencies of democratic erosion. A further
significant contribution is the analysis of perestroika as a specific Russian
phenomenon and the problematization of the civilizational and institutional identity
of post-Soviet Russia, as well as the emphasis on the decisive role of the personal
factor in the exercise of presidential power. Russia is conceptualized simultaneously
as a regional and global actor with direct implications for European and global
security. On this basis, I can convincingly affirm that the habilitation work represents
a completed and coherent study within the thematic field of the announced
competition.

In my view, the candidate has also achieved substantial results in other areas of her
scientific interests, reflected in the submitted articles, with particular emphasis on:

o the normative and philosophical interpretation of international politics
grounded in values such as the rule of law, democracy, and peace;

« the transformation of ideological models under conditions of globalization,
where politics is analyzed not only institutionally but also as a value-based and
cultural phenomenon;



« the clearly articulated socio-philosophical and anthropological focus on the
individual in conditions of global uncertainty;

o the crisis of multiculturalism in Europe and the tension between cultural
pluralism and political egoism.

I1I. Critical Remarks and Recommendations

I have no critical remarks regarding the reviewed scholarly works or the teaching
activity of the candidate that would diminish the significance of the stated
contributions or alter my positive evaluation of the materials submitted for the
competition. My recommendation to Dr. Petkova is to continue her research activity
with the same level of intensity and academic dedication.

IV. Conclusion

Within the scope of my competence and the sources available to me, I have found no
evidence of plagiarism in the materials submitted for evaluation. To my knowledge,
no non-anonymous and substantiated written reports of plagiarism have been
submitted during the procedure.

I give a positive assessment of the results of the candidate’s work and
confidently recommend the election of Chief Assistant Professor Dr. Tatyana
Vasileva Petkova to the academic position of Associate Professor in Field 3.
Social, Economic and Legal Sciences, Professional Field 3.3 Political Sciences,
Scientific Specialty Political Science (Comparative Political Science), at the
Department of Philosophical and Political Sciences, Faculty of Philosophy,
South-West University “Neofit Rilski” — Blagoevgrad.

Date: 22.12.2025 Member of the Scientific Jury:
Prof. Angelina M. Markovska, PhD
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