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1. JlanHM 32 JOKTOPAHTypaTa, IUCEPTALMATA, aBTOpPedepaTa U MyOJMKALNUTE

[IpouienmypaTa € oTKpuTa M ce NpoBexkaa chriacHo u3nckBanuara Ha 3PACPD, [IpaBunHuka
3a TpuUilaraHeTo My W BbTperHuTe mpaBWia 3a pa3BUTHE HA akaJeMH4YHUs cbcTaB B O3V
,Heoput Puncku”. Cbc 3amoBex Ne 179/30.01.2026 r. na Pexropa Ha FO3Y cbM Ha3zHaueH 3a
YWIeH HAa HAay4YHOTO Xypu. B paMKkuTe Ha 3aKOHOBUS CPOK Ca NPEJICTaBEHH H3UCKYEMHTE

JOKYMEHTH U TUCEPTALUOHHUAT TPYI.

Hoxropant ABop CumoB e pomeH Ha 11.10.1977 r.. Ilpe3 1996 r. ycnemHo 3aBbpiiBa
duHaHCOBO-cTONMaHCKaTa TuUMHa3us B rp. Codus, KaTo NpoabinkaBa CHOETO OOpa3oBaHME H.
MoJIyyaBa MarucThpcka cTeneH no npaso B IIpaBHo-uctopuyeckus daxynrer Ha HOroszamanen
yHuBepcuter ,,Heopur Puicku”. CpmmaT € 3aBbpIIMI U CIEMUATHOCT ,,JIKOHOMHKa Ha

thprousita’B YHCC npe3 2003 roauna u e npuaooui 6akaiaBbpcKa CTETEH.

OcBeH 3aHMMaHHETO C Hay4yHa JAEWHOCT, TOKTOPAaHTHT € padoTui, kaTo xypHaiuct B BHT, B
nepuoaa 1998-1999 r., kato penoprep, B chinata TeneHu3uss ot 1999 r. no 2002 roauna, KaTo

BOJIEN U peroptep, a npe3 2003 r., kato penoptep B bankan Owirapcka tenesusus. B nepuoaa



2005 r. — 2008 r. paboTu Karo JUPEKTOp Ha aupekius TIpecueHTbp U BpPB3KU C
obmectBeHocTTa” B MBP. lIMa onut n B MECTHOTO caMOyIipaBlieHHE, KaTo OT nekeMBpu 2023 T.

710 MOMEHTa paboTH KaTo cekpetap Ha Paiion ,,ckbp” mpu CToiuaHa oOnIuHA.

,HI/ICGpTaHT'I)T nma Z[O6pI/I MO3HAHMS MO AHTJHHCKH €3MK U II0 HEMCKU C3UK, KOCTO MY

ImomMara 1 B noz[6opa Ha 6I/I6J'II/IOl"pa(bI/I${Ta Ha 9y>XJ €3UK I10 HaCTosAaTa AUCCpTalms.

[lo Bpeme Ha 0O0y4YeHHETO AOKTOPAHTBHT YCIEUIHO € M3IbJIHWI BCHUUKH JIEHHOCTH,
NPEIBUIECHU B MHAMBHMIYyalaHMsA ydyeOeH miuaH. B cborBercTBHE ¢ ui. 6, an. 3 or 3akoHa 3a
pa3BUTHE Ha akaJeMHuYHUs cbcTaB Ha PenyOnuka bvarapus u uwi. 27 or IlpaBunHuka 3a
NPWIATaHETO My, AUCEPTALMOHHUAT TPYJ TpsAOBa Ja CHABPXKA HAVUHU UIU HAYUHONPUTLONCHU
pesyimamu, Koumo npeocmasnsaeam OpucUHaieH HNPUHOC 6 Haykama W Ja II0Ka3Ba, ue
KAHOUOamvm npumesicasa 3a0vbioouenu meopemuyny 3HaHus N0 CbOTBETHATA CIELUATHOCT U
cnocobnocmu 3a camocmosmennu Hayunu uzcieosanus. CeriacHo wi. 27 (2) ot IlpaBunHuka
KbM 3aKkoHa - JUCEPTALIMOHHUAT TPyJ TpsiOBa na ObAe NpeIACTaBeH BBB BHUJ U 00eM,
CHOTBETCTBAIIM Ha CHEUU(PUUHUTE W3UCKBAHUS Ha MbPBUYHOTO 3BE€HO, B KOETO JIOKTOPAHTHT €
OCBILECTBMI u3cinenBaHeTo. KoHcTatupaMm, dYe Te3uW 3aKOHOBUM HM3UCKBAHMUS Ca WU3IIBJIHEHH.

JIurcBaT JaHHU 3a IJ1aruaTcTBO.

Hucepranusta € B obeM oT 236 CTpaHMLIM W € OpUTMHAJEH AaBTOPCKU TpYyJ Ha
noktopanTta SIBop CuMoB. B cTpyKTypHO OTHOIIEHUE, TS c€ 00yciaBs OT LIEJTUTE U 33JaUuTe Ha
u3cienBaHero. Pa3paboTeHusT Tpyd ce€ ChCTOM OT YBOJ, TpPH TJAaBU M 3aKiiovyeHue, B
MPWIOKEHAaTa KbM JAMCEPTAllMOHHUS TpyJH, Oubnuorpadgus ce chabpxkar 82 3arjaBusi Ha
OBArapcku €3MK, KakTo M 46 M3TOYHMKA Ha OBITapCKU M AHTJIMHCKHU €3MK, KAKTO U MHTEpPHET
M3TOYHHUIM. BrieuaTiisiBaml € 1 Hay4HUAT arnapar, Kolto BkiIouBa 206 GeneXKH MoJl JIMHUS U €
JI0Ka3aTeJICTBO 32 JOOPOCHBECTHOCT M MPEIM3HOCT MPHU OCHILECTBABAHE HA M3CJEI0BATEIICKATa

JIEUHOCT.

3a U3IIBIHECHUETO Ha HaydHaTa 3ajJada aBTOPBT CC OCHOBaBa BBPXY METOAOJIOTHA,
BKJIIOYBAIlla CPABHUTCIICH IIPABCH aHAJIM3, KAKTO HAa HAIIMOHAJIHOTO, TaKa 1 Ha MCIKAYHAPOIHOTO
IpaBO, KaKTO W Ha 0630p Ha C’b)lC6HaTa IMPpAaKTUKAa W HAy4YHATa JUTCpATypa. H3non3Banute B
Tpyaa 06HIOHay‘~IHI/I U CIICOHUAJIHU MCTOAW HAa HAYYHO H3CJICABAHC HC MOTraT Ja HC CPCIIHAT

0JI00peHHE M TOJKpena OT CTpaHa Ha KOMIETEHTHHUS 4yuTaTel. M3JI0KeHHeTOo ChIabpiKa SCHO



dbopmynupaHu Te3u, pazdMpaeMM U apryMEHTUPAHU TBBPAEHUsS, 00OraTeHH U OOSICHEHU Ha
pa3bupaeMm e3uK OT aBTopa. be3cnopHo, MHPOPMALMOHHUTE M3TOYHHUIM, KAaTO KOJIUYECTBO U

Ka4eCTBO CHIIO Ch3JaBaT HE0OX0AMMaTa OCHOBA 3a (POPMYJIMpaHe Ha U3BOAM U 000OIIEHHUS.

ABTopedepaThT JaBa BIpHA M TOYHA TPEACTaBA 3a MPEACTABESHUS AUCEPTAMOHEH TPY/I.
Toit ce chcTOM OT YETHPH YacTH — O0INA XapaKTepUCTUKA HA JUCEPTalHiTa (BKJI. aKTYaJHOCT,
npeaMer u olcer, IeJl, Te3a M 3aJadyd, METOJO0JOrMs Ha Hay4yHO-M3cliefoBaTelckaTa palora,
o0eM U CTpPYKTypa Ha Hay4yHHMsS TpyJd, KakTo U Oubiauorpadus), KpaTko NpeacTaBsHE Ha
ChIBPKAHUETO HA TpyJa MO IJIaBU, ONKCAHHE HAa MPUHOCHUTE MOMEHTH B JUCEPTAIIMOHHHSA
TpyA, YeTBbpTaTa 4acT OT aBTopedepara BKIIOUBA CIHCHK Ha MpenctaBeHute oT SIBop CumoB

HY6J'II/IKaI_II/II/I — ABC€ B CbaBTOPCTBO U TPpHU CaAMOCTOATCIHH CTaTHUH.

B yBona Ha aucepranusTa ce O0OCHOBaBa aKTyaJHOCTTa Ha TeMaTa, jaeduHHpa ce
CTENCHTA Ha HaydHaTa i pa3paboTKa, OMpeIessT Ce LeNiTa U 3aJadyhTe, 00eKTa U ImpeaMeTa Ha
IMCepTalusITa, pPa3KpUBAaT C€ METOAOJOTHUYHHTE W TEOPSTUYHH OCHOBH, W3TOYHHIIUTE,

000CHOBaBa ce Hay4YHaTa HOBOCT.

B I'naBa I, o3arnaBena ,,KoHuenuus 1 OCHOBHU XapaKTEpPUCTHKU Ha T'Pa)KJAHCTBOTO HA
EC” e pasrnegan WMHCTUTYTa Ha TpaXkJaHCTBOTO B HAIMOHAJIEH M EBPOIMEMCKHA KOHTEKCT.
Pasrnenanu ca m mnpuuMHWTE 3a MosBaTa Ha TpaxmaaHcTBoTo Ha EC — HeoOxomammocTTa OT
3aCWJIBaHE HA MHTETpalusaTa MEXIYy AbpPKABUTE WICHKH M Cbh3/aBAaHETO HA TPaHCHALMOHAJIHA
mpaBHa HAGHTUYHOCT. OTOens3aHO €, 4Ye EeBPOINEWCKOTO TpakIaHCTBO ce JedUHUpa KaTo
HaJIHAIMOHAJIEH MPaBeH CTaTyC, KOWTO JOMbJIBA HAIMOHAIIHOTO W MPEAOCTaBs HA WHJIUBHUINTE
mpaBa, KaTo cBo0OJla Ha JBMKEHHE, paboTa, COLMATHU U 00pa30BaTEIHH MPUA0OUBKHU, KAaKTO U
yuactue B u3bopu 3a EBporelicku mapiamMeHT U MecTHH opranu. IlocTaBeH € aklIeHT U BBPXY

ABYCTCTICHHUAT WUJIM MHOT'OCTCIICHHUAT XapaKTCP HA MPUHAAJICIKHOCTTA, KbACTO HAITMOHAIHOTO

rpakJJaHCTBO € OCHOBA 3a yIpaxkHsBaHe Ha mpasara Ha EC.

OTt6ernsi3an € ¥ IPUHOCHT Ha ChAcOHaTa MpakTuka Ha Chaa Ha EBpornelickus Chio3, KOSITO
Urpae BoJIEIIa PoJis B ThIKYBAaHETO M JIOPA3BUBAHETO Ha KOHIIEIIIUATA 3a rpakaaHcTBo Ha EC,
KaTo ca IOCOYEHH KOHKPETHH ChacOHU pemienus - Martinez Sala, Baumbast, Grzelczyk,

Zambrano, Dano u Coman.



B Ta3u rmaBa e mocoueHO W COIMAIHO M3MEPEHHEHA IPa)KAaHCTBOTO, KOATO OTpa3siBa
ctpemexa Ha EC ma rapantupa He camMo (hOpMATHOTO PaBEHCTBO HA TPAXKIAHUTE, HO U PEaTHUS
JOCTBIT 10 HKOHOMHYECKH U COIIMAIIHM BB3MOXKHOCTH. B TO3M KOHTEKCT € OTueTeHa Bpb3KaTa
Mexay TrpaxnanctBoto Ha EC u gapyrm nonmutuku Ha Cbhlo3a — colManHaTa, 3JpaBHaTa,

o6pa3013aTenHaTa, KaKTO U IIOJIMTUKATAa 110 MUT'pall U UHTCTpalUs.

BbB BTOpara rnaBa, o3ariaBeHa ,,Pa3BUTHE Ha KOHILENIMATA 32 TPAXKIAHCTBO HA
EBponeiickust cbto3 u npaktukara Ha cbaa Ha EC” e ananusupana posasita Ha Cbaa Ha
EBponeiickust cpto3 (CEC) kato oOCHOBEH JBHUrareil 3a TbHIKYBaHE U paslIupsiBaHe Ha

rpaxnaancTsoTo Ha EC

CnenBa na Opae aAMHMpUpaH MOAXOAAa Ha aBTOpa, KONTO pasmiakia KaHLENuusTa Ha
IpaXIaHCTBOTO Mpe3 mpusmara Ha cbiacOuute pemeHus Ha CEC. CohmusaT npodecruoHaIHo
nmo3HaBa mnpaktukara Ha Cpaa B Ta3suw cdepa U yMEIO CH CIOYyXKH C IOPUIAAYECKUS
uHCTpyMeHTapuyM. [locoueHu ca OCHOBHHTE CBHACOHM pEIICHUS, OKAa3aJId BIUSHUE BBPXY
WHCTUTYTa Ha EBPONENCKOTO I'pakIaHCTBO, KOETO € MPUIPYKEHO ¢ 0OOCHOBAH IOPUIUYECKH

KOMCHTap.

ABTOpBT, Ha 0a3a Ha CBOETO H3CJE/BAaHE MPABMIHO IMOCOYBA, Y€ ChJEOHATa MPAKTHUKA
VMa eBOJIIOLMOHEH XapaKTep, KAaTO yKpemBa IpaBHaTa paMKa Ha rpaxaaHctBoto Ha EC,
rapaHTupa MO-IIMPOK JOCTBII JO TpaBa M 3alllUTa, U OCUTYpsBa aJalNTHUBHOCT CIIPSIMO
JUHAMHYHUTE COLMAJIHU U MOJUTHYECKH peanHocTh B Cbhro3a, KakTo oTuuTa U posara Ha CEC,
KaTo ChIIEeCTBEH (PAKTOp 3a pa3BUTHUETO M YKPEIBAHETO Ha MpaBara, CBbP3aHU C €BPOINEHCKOTO
rpaxaaHcTBo. [locpeacTBoM cepust OT BaXXKHU ChJIeOHU petieHHs, ChABT YCHEIHO KOHCOIUANPA
U pa3lIUpsiBa 3allUTaTa Ha IpaXkJaHUTE, KaTo OajaHCHpa MEX1y HALMOHAIHUS CyBEPEHHUTET U

€BPOIEUCKUATE TPUHIUIIN HA €AUHCTBO U COJIUAAPHOCT.

I'maa III ,,I'paxkxpanctBoro Ha EC B KOHTeKkcTa Ha Murpantckata kpusza ot 2015 r.,
bpex3ut u nannemusita or COVID-19 ” pasrnexia cbBpeMEHHH KPHU3H, KaTO MHUIPAHTCKATa
Kkpu3a, bpexsut n mangemusara or COVID-19, kouTo TecTBaT KOHIENIMATA W MPAaKTHKAaTa Ha
€BPOIENHCKOTO T'Pa)/1aHCTBO. ABTOPBHT NpPaBU W3BOJA, Y€ NMEPMAHEHTHUTE KPU3U U3HCKBAT HE
camo aJanTHpaHe Ha BTPEIIHUTE MOTUTHKHU U 3akoHU Ha EC, HO 1 HOBa BU3Ms 32 ObJIEHIETO HA

Irpax1aHCTBOTO Ha EC B xoHTEKCTa HaA T Jl06aJII/I3aL[I/I}ITa U HOBUTC I'COMOJIMTUYICCKU PCATHOCTH,



KaKTO U, Y€ MpaBaTa Ha TpakJaHUTEe U MUTPAHTUTE TpsiOBa J1a ObJAT 3alIUTEHU JOPU B MOMEHTH
Ha Kpu3a, a EC TpsOBa na mpoAbiKHM Ja M3Tpak[a MEXaHHW3MH 33 COMUAAPHOCT U COIMAITHA
WHTErpaIus

2. HayyHu nmpuHOCH

CHOI[CJIﬂM OIICHKAaTa Ha AUCCPTaHTa 3a IIOBCYCTO HAYYHU HIPHUHOCH, OTPAa3C€HU B
npeacraBcHara CIipaBKa. YacT or TIX JO0I'BJIBAT W JOIIBJIHUTCIIHO IMOSACHABAT CHUICCTBYBAIIU

TECOPECTUYHU ITOJIOXKCHUA. B OIpCACIICHN YaCTHU aHAJIM3BT UMa 6630H0pH0 OpUIrHHAJICH XapaKTep.

Oco0eHO aKTyallHO M C NPUHOCEH XapakTep € pasriiekJaHeTO Ha EeBpPONEHCKOTO
TPaXTaHCTBO, KOETO KMa TMPaBHU, COLMATHU M TOJUTHYECKH H3MEPEHHS, B PAMKHUTE Ha

HaaHallMOHAJIHATA UHTCrpalus.

bescriopen mnpuHOC W HOBOCT B HAalUMOHAJIHATa IOpUAMYECKA JHUTEparypa €
pa3TIekKIAHETO HA €BPOIEHUCKOTO IpakJAaHCTBO Ipe3 mpusmarta Ha npaktukata Ha CEC. Ts e
MMOCOYEHA, KAaTO H3TOYHUK, KOWTO TBJIKYBa W E€JHOBPEMEHHO C TOBa O0orarsBa HETOBOTO

ChAbpKaHUC, IIPE3 IIpU3MaTa Ha MHAWMBHUAYyaJIHAaTa Ka3yUCTHUKaA.

[[pyr IIPUHOCEH MOMCHT € pPasrjicxKaaHe€ToO Ha CBOJIOOHATa Ha eBpOHeﬁCKOTO
rpaXx1aHCTBO B OHNPCACIICH nepuona - OT JEHUCTBUETO Ha A0roeopa ot MaaCTpI/IXT a0

€BOJIIOLMATA MYy ClIe]] 10roBopa ot JIncaboH.

CamusaT noaxon ga ObA€ pasriieJaHo €BPONEHCKOTO IPaXkJaHCTBO B HErOBaTa €BOJIOLIMS
BeUe MMa INpUHOCEH Xapakrep. JlokTtopanTsT SBOp CHMOB C€ € CHpaBUI YCHEIIHO C

H3CJICABAHCTO HAa OCHOBHUSA JUCCPTALIMOHEH BLIIPOC.

[IpyHOCEH MOMEHT IPECTABIISABA U aHAJIN3a HAa Bb3/IEUCTBUETO HA ChbBPEMEHHUTE KPU3U
BbpXy rpaxkaancTtBoro Ha EC, kato rpaxnaHctBoTo Ha Cblo3a € pasmieJaHO KOMIUIEKCHO B
KOHTEKCTa Ha Murpanrtckara kpusa ot 2015 ., bpexsut u nangemusara or COVID-19, u ca
OYEepTaHU TEHACHIIMM KbM OTpaHMuYaBaHe, TpaHC(HOpMaLMs U IPEOCMHUCISIHE HA OT/IEJIHU 1paBa.
be3cnopHO MONOXKUTENEH €JIEMEHT B AUcepTanuaTa € U aHaiu3a Ha aerctuero Ha EK3ITHOC

10 BPpCMC Ha MaHACMUATA U Bb3AMOKXHOCTUTC Ha CTPAHUTC 110 HEA 3a IIpaBHA pCaKIusl.



3. 3akiauyeHue

JlucepTalMOHHUAT TPYA ,ChbBpEMEHHM NPEIU3BUKATENICTBA IIpe] TIPakJaHCTBOTO Ha
EBpomneiickust cpro3*“ chabpka OOOOIICHHMS Ha CEPHO3EH HAy4YeH BBIPOC M TPEICTABIIsBA
OpUTMHAJIEH NIPUHOC B HayKaTa. Tol OTroBapsi Ha BCUUKHM U3MCKBaHUA HAa 3aKOHA 3a pa3BUTHE Ha
akanemuuHus cbctaB B PenyOnuka bwarapus (BPACPB) u IlpaBunnuka 3a npuiaraHe Ha
3PACPB. [lpexacraBenusar Tpysa moKa3zBa, ue JAOKTOpaHThT SBop CuMOB mnpuTexaBa
3a1bI00UEHN MO3HAHUS B oOsiactta Ha mpaBoro Ha EC, B 4acTHOCT OTHOCHO €BPOIEHCKOTO
IPaXJaHCTBO, KaTO JAEMOHCTpHpa KauyecTBa 3a CaMOCTOSATEIIHM Hay4yHU u3ciensaHus. llopaau
TOPEU3NIOKEHOTO, YOENeHO JlaBaM CBOsITa TOJIOKUTENHA OICHKa 3a IPEACTaBCHHA
IUCEpTAallMOHEH TpyA W IpejiaraM Ha [OYUTAeMOTO HAy4dyHO JKypH Ja IPUCHAU

oOpasoBaresHaTa U Hay4Ha CTEIeH ,,JoKTop” Ha SIBop CumeoHoB CHMOB.

15.02. 2026 r. Hom. n-p Xpucrto OpmaHmKueB
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1. Data on doctoral studies, dissertation, abstract and publications

The procedure has been opened and is being conducted in accordance with the requirements
of the Law on the Promotion of Academic Staff of the Republic of Bulgaria, the Regulations for
its implementation and the Internal Rules for the Development of the Academic Staff at the
South-West University "Neofit Rilski". By Order No. 179/30.01.2026 of the Rector of the South-
West University, | have been appointed as a member of the scientific jury. The required
documents and the dissertation were submitted within the legal deadline.

Doctoral student Yavor Simov was born on 11.10.1977. In 1996, he successfully graduated
from the Finance and Economics High School in Sofia, continuing his secondary education and.
receiving a master's degree in law at the Faculty of Law and History of the South-West
University "Neofit Rilski". He also graduated from the specialty "Economics of Trade" at the
UNWE in 2003 and acquired a bachelor's degree.



In addition to his scientific activities, the doctoral candidate worked as a journalist at BNT in
the period 1998-1999, as a reporter, in the same television from 1999 to 2002, as a presenter and
reporter, and in 2003, as a reporter at Bulgarian National Television. In the period 2005-2008, he
worked as the director of the "Press Center and Public Relations™ Directorate at the Ministry of
Interior. He also has experience in local government, and from December 2023 to the present, he

has worked as the secretary of the "Iskar" District at the Sofia Municipality.

The doctoral candidate has good knowledge of English and German, which also helps him in

the selection of the bibliography in a foreign language for this dissertation.

During the studies, the doctoral student has successfully completed all the activities
provided for in the individual curriculum. In accordance with Art. 6, para. 3 of the Act on the
Development of the Academic Staff of the Republic of Bulgaria and Art. 27 of the Regulations
for its implementation, the dissertation must contain scientific or applied scientific results that
represent an original contribution to science and show that the candidate possesses in-depth
theoretical knowledge in the relevant specialty and abilities for independent scientific research.
According to Art. 27 (2) of the Regulations to the Act - the dissertation must be presented in a
form and volume corresponding to the specific requirements of the primary unit in which the
doctoral student carried out the research. | note that these legal requirements have been met.

There is no evidence of plagiarism.

The dissertation is 236 pages long and is an original work of the doctoral student Yavor
Simov. In terms of structure, it is determined by the goals and objectives of the research. The
developed work consists of an introduction, three chapters and a conclusion. The bibliography
attached to the dissertation work contains 82 titles in Bulgarian, as well as 46 sources in
Bulgarian and English, as well as Internet sources. The scientific apparatus is also impressive,
which includes 206 footnotes and is proof of good faith and precision in carrying out the research

activity.

To fulfill the scientific task, the author relies on a methodology that includes a
comparative legal analysis of both national and international law, as well as a review of case law
and scientific literature. The general scientific and special methods of scientific research used in

the work cannot fail to meet with approval and support from the competent reader. The



presentation contains clearly formulated theses, understandable and reasoned statements,
enriched and explained in an understandable language by the author. Undoubtedly, the
information sources, both in quantity and quality, also create the necessary basis for formulating

conclusions and generalizations.

The extenden abstract provides a true and accurate picture of the presented dissertation
work. It consists of four parts - a general description of the dissertation (including relevance,
subject and scope, goal, thesis and tasks, methodology of the research work, volume and
structure of the scientific work, as well as a bibliography), a brief presentation of the content of
the work by chapters, a description of the contributions to the dissertation work. The fourth part
of the abstract includes a list of publications presented by Yavor Simov - two co-authored and

three independent articles.

The introduction of the dissertation justifies the relevance of the topic, defines the degree
of its scientific development, determines the goal and objectives, object and subject of the
dissertation, reveals the methodological and theoretical foundations, sources, and justifies the

scientific novelty.

Chapter I, entitled “Concept and main characteristics of EU citizenship”, examines the
institution of citizenship in a national and European context. The reasons for the emergence of
EU citizenship are also examined — the need to strengthen integration between Member States
and the creation of a transnational legal identity. It is noted that European citizenship is defined
as a supranational legal status that complements the national one and grants individuals rights
such as freedom of movement, work, social and educational benefits, as well as participation in
elections for the European Parliament and local authorities. Emphasis is also placed on the two-
tier or multi-tier nature of belonging, where national citizenship is the basis for exercising EU

rights.

The contribution of the case law of the Court of Justice of the European Union, which
plays a leading role in the interpretation and further development of the concept of EU
citizenship, is also noted, with specific court decisions being cited - Martinez Sala, Baumbast,

Grzelczyk, Zambrano, Dano and Coman.



This chapter also highlights the social dimension of citizenship, which reflects the EU's
desire to guarantee not only the formal equality of citizens, but also real access to economic and
social opportunities. In this context, the link between EU citizenship and other Union policies —

social, health, education, as well as migration and integration policies — is taken into account.

The second chapter, entitled “Development of the concept of citizenship of the European
Union and the practice of the EU Court”, analyses the role of the Court of Justice of the
European Union (CJEU) as the main driver for the interpretation and expansion of EU

citizenship.

The author's approach, which examines the concept of citizenship through the prism of
the CJEU's judicial decisions, should be admired. He is professionally familiar with the Court's
practice in this area and skillfully uses the legal tools. The main judicial decisions that have
influenced the institute of European citizenship are indicated, which are accompanied by a

reasoned legal commentary.

The author, based on his research, rightly points out that the case law has an
evolutionary character, strengthening the legal framework of EU citizenship, guaranteeing
wider access to rights and protection, and ensuring adaptability to the dynamic social and
political realities in the Union, as well as taking into account the role of the CJEU as an essential
factor in the development and strengthening of the rights related to European citizenship.
Through a series of important judgments, the Court has successfully consolidated and expanded
the protection of citizens, balancing national sovereignty with the European principles of unity

and solidarity.

Chapter IIT “EU Citizenship in the Context of the 2015 Migrant Crisis, Brexit and the
COVID-19 Pandemic” examines contemporary crises, such as the migrant crisis, Brexit and the
COVID-19 pandemic, which test the concept and practice of European citizenship. The author
concludes that permanent crises require not only the adaptation of internal EU policies and laws,
but also a new vision for the future of EU citizenship in the context of globalization and new
geopolitical realities, and that the rights of citizens and migrants must be protected even in times

of crisis, and the EU must continue to build mechanisms for solidarity and social integration.



2. Research contribution

| support the thesis author's assessment of most of the scientific contributions reflected in
the presented report. Some of them complement and further clarify existing theoretical positions.

In certain parts, the analysis is undoubtedly original.

Particularly relevant and of a contributing nature is the consideration of European
citizenship, which has legal, social and political dimensions, within the framework of

supranational integration.

An undeniable contribution and novelty in the national legal literature is the consideration
of European citizenship through the prism of the practice of the CJEU. It is indicated as a source

that interprets and simultaneously enriches its content through the prism of individual casuistry.

Another contributing point is the examination of the evolution of European citizenship
over a certain period - from the operation of the Maastricht Treaty to its evolution after the
Lisbon Treaty.

The very approach of examining European citizenship in its evolution is already of a
contributing nature. Doctoral student Yavor Simov has successfully dealt with the research of the

main dissertation question.

A useful point is also the analysis of the impact of contemporary crises on EU
citizenship, as Union citizenship is examined comprehensively in the context of the 2015
migrant crisis, Brexit and the COVID-19 pandemic, and trends towards restriction,
transformation and rethinking of individual rights are outlined. An undoubtedly positive element
in the dissertation is also the analysis of the operation of the ECHR during the pandemic and the

possibilities of the parties to it for legal response.



3. Conclusion

The dissertation "Contemporary Challenges to European Union Citizenship™ contains
summaries of a serious scientific question and represents an original contribution to science. It
meets all the requirements of the Act on the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic
of Bulgaria (ADSRB) and the Regulations for the Implementation of the ADSRB. The presented
work shows that the doctoral student Yavor Simov possesses in-depth knowledge in the field of
EU law, in particular regarding European citizenship, demonstrating qualities for independent
scientific research. Due to the above, I confidently give my positive assessment of the presented
dissertation and propose to the esteemed scientific jury to award the educational and scientific

degree "doctor" to Yavor Simeonov Simov.

15.02.2026 Assoc. Prof. Dr. Hristo Ormandzhiev
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