FOTOZANAAEH YHUBEPCUTET
‘HEOPNT PUNCKWN:
BAATOCBIPAA

CTAHOBMIIE

ot pou. a1-p Cranucnasa /Iparanosa KosaueBa
Jlecorexnuveckn ynuBepcuret, Kareapa ,,JlecoycrpoiicTBo u ynpaBJjieHue*
oTtHOCHO aucepranoneH Tpya Ha Tema MHOBATUBHOTO IMPEAITPUEMAYECTBO B
MAJIKUS BU3HEC B YCJIOBUSITA HA IUTUTAJIHA TPAHCO®OPMAILIUSA 3a
npuckxaane Ha OHC ,, Jlokrop* B obnact 3. Coyuannu, cmonancku u npasHu HayKu,
npodecuoHaHO HalpaBieHue 3. 7. AOMunucmpayus u ynpaeierue, B HayqHata CrelUaIHOCT
,,/IKOHOMUKa ¥ yrpaBieHue(MHAYCTpus )

Ha Auuta {lumurposa Kioposa-KannakoBa — 10KTOpaHT KbM KaTeapa ,,busnec
MEHH/UKMBHT U MapkeTHHT Ha CtonaHcku ¢akynret B FOro3anaaHus yHUBEPCUTET
,2Heoput Puncku‘ -braroesrpan
¢ Hay4eH pbKoBoauTea npog. a-p npog. x-p Pas Maareposa

OcHoBaHMe 32 TIPE/ICTaBsSIHE HA HACTOAMIOTO cTaHoBuie: 3amoex Ne 377/11.02.2026 r. Ha
Pexrtopa na IO3VY ,,Heodut Puiicku® 3a onpezaensHe cbcTaBa Ha HAYYHO KYPH 110
npolieIypaTa 3a 3aiura.

I.  OO0ma xapakTepuCTHKA Ha MPOLeypPaTa U JMCePTALMOHHUS TPy

Anuta JlumutpoBa KiopoBa-KannmakoBa e¢ oOyuaBana B penoBHa ¢opma Ha
oOpa3oBaTenHaTa W Hay4yHa CTeNeH B KaTeapa ,,bu3Hec MEHHKMBHT M MapKETHHI Ha
Cronancku ¢axynter Ha FOrozananen ynuepcuteT ,,Heodur Puncku® - Brnaroesrpax ot
20.01.2022 . mo 19.01.2025 r.. JlokTopanTtypara e B oonact 3. Coyuanru, CmoOnaHcku u npaguu
Hayku, TpodecuoHamHo HampasieHue 3.7. Aomunucmpayusi u ynpasieHue B Hay4dHaTa
CrienuamHocT ,,JikoHomuka u ynpasienune(uHayctpus)“. Kanaumaret 3a oOpa3zoBarenHaTa u
Hay4YHa CTEeTEeH ,,JIoKTOp* MMa Ha/x 7 TOAMIICH MPAaKTHYECKH OMHT B 00J1aCTTa HA MAPKETHHTA,
YIPaBJIEHUETO U KOOPAUHUPAHETO Ha MPOEKTH B MpecTH HU GpupMu B bbiarapus u AHrius.
Ome karo maructsp B De Montfort University, JlecTbp, AHraus npugo0uBa U MPaKTUYECKH
omuT B o0NacTTa, B KOATO ce oOyyaBa. IIpemuHaTtuTe 0Opa3oBaTeNHUTE €Taly IOKa3BaT
IIEJIEHACOYEHOCT M CTPEMEK KbM HaJIrpakJaHe Ha Cepruo3Ha KBATH(PHUKAIMA K KOMIIETEHTHOCT
B 00nacTTa Ha OM3HEC MEHUKMBHTA U MAPKETHHTA.

[IpencraBeHusT MO MpoleaypaTa IUCEPTALIMOHEH TPY/ 110 CTPYKTYpa U ChIbpKaHUE
HAI'BJIHO OTrOBaps Ha M3MCKBaHUSATA 3a MPUCHXKJaHE Ha 0Opa3oBaTelHaTa U Hay4yHa CTENEH
»JokTop®“. Chabpka BBBEICHHE C YTOUHSBAaHE Ha OOCKT, MpeaMeT, HaydyHa Te3a, Lell U
KOHKpPETHH 3a7aud Ha wu3cjienBaHero. M3lI0kKeHHeTo € CTPYKTYpUpaHO B TpU TJIaBH U
3aKioYeHne B 00eM ot 179 craHmapTHH TEKCTOBU CTPAaHUIM. AHAIM3UTE ca OHArJeIeHH U
nojkpenenu ¢ 79 ¢urypu u 37 tabaunm ¢ JaHHU U pe3yaTtatu. KbMm aucepranusTa uMa eaHo
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MPUJIOKEHHE, KOETO ChIbpKa aHKETHATa KapTa 3a OChLIECTBSIBAHE HAa IPOYUYBAHETO U B Kpas €
nobaBeHa CrpaBKa 3a MPUHOCHUTE OT HApaBeHOTO u3cieaBane. OouwmsaT obeM Ha Tpyaa e 217
CTpaHUIIH.

II. AKTyaJIHOCT Ha TeMAaTHKATAa

Temara Ha AuUCepPTallMOHHUS TPy, M30paHaTa OT JOKTOpPAHTAa W HETOBHS Hay4deH
pbKoBoaUTEN Mpod. Maareposa e ¢ 6e3copHa aKTyaTHOCT B CbBPEMEHHUTE OpraHU3aI[IOHHO-
YIpaBJIEHCKH, MKOHOMUYECKH U COLIMATTHU YCJIOBUS Ha OM3HEC cpejjaTa U B 4aCTHOCT B OM3HeEC
cpelaTta Ha MUKpPO-, MAJIKUTE U CIIEHU MpeaAnpusaTus. JJoKTopaHThT MHOTO 100pe 000CHOBaBa
aKTyaJIHOCTTa M ouepTaBa Ae(pUIHUTHUTE B U3CIEABAHUATA M aHAIMU3UTE MO MPOOJIEMHUTE Bb3
OCHOBA Ha JOCTaThb4€H 00EM OT JIMTEPAaTYpPHH M3TOUHUIM. Upe3 MHOTOIUIACTOB TEOPETUUCH
aHaJIM3 € MOJYEPTaHO U ChBPEMEHHOTO MPAKTUYECKO 3HAUYeHHE Ha M30paHaTa HAacoKaTa Ha
aucepraiMoHHata pabora. Bb3 ocHoBa Ha ToBa ca (QoOpMyITUpaHM HAay4YHaTa Te3ara u
XHUIIOTE3UTE Ha JUCEPTALIMOHHOTO M3CIIEIBAHE, KOUTO Ca YCIEIIHO J0Ka3aHu B pa3padoTKara.

III. Omunenka 3a aHaJIU3a HA CHCTOSIHUETO HA MpPolJIeMa

JIOKTOpaHThT AEMOHCTpUpPa MHOTO J100pO MO3HaBaHE Ha MPoOJIeMHUTE, KbM KOUTO €
HaCOYMJI CBOSI M3CJIEAOBATEIICKM U TBOPUECKH MHTEpec. s e ycrsuia aa croepe u 00o0mu
U3CNeBaHMs U aHAIM3M HA aBTOPH U U3cienoBaTend oT 365 myOmuKyBaHU TEOPETUYHH U
TEOPETUYHO-TIPUIIOKHU U3TOYHUIIM, MyOIMKYyBaHM OCHOBHO HA aHTJIUICKU e3uK (camo 34 oT
TAX ca Ha OBITAPCKU W PYCKU €3WK) OT aBTOPH U HW3CIEAOBaTeNH, pabOTemy B pa3InIHO
CTPYKTypUpaHH MEXIyHAPOJAHH W3CICIOBATEIICKH €KUM B CBETOBHU H3CIIEJIOBATEIICKU
1eHTpoBe. M3cnenBanara nureparypa o0xBala JbJIbI IEPUOJ] OT Bpeme — oT 1967 r. koraTo e
myOIUKyBaH €IMH OT 3HAYUMU TPYIOBE CBBP3aHU C OBACIIOTO Pa3BUTHE HA MATKUS U CPENICH
OousHec U ce cturHe no myomumkanuu ot 2020-2025 rogwHa B MPECTHKHU HM3JAHUS KaTo
Economist, Journal of Business Research, International Journal of Management,
Sustainability, International Journal of Environmental Sciences n 1p. KOUTO ca ChCPEIOTOUCHU
BbPXY ChbBPEMEHHUTE acCleKTH Ha HM3clie[BaHaTa MpoOeMaTHKa B CIOKHUTE M KOMIUIEKCHU
ChBpEeMEHHU ()MHAHCOBU M MKOHOMUYECKH ycioBusa. OT HampaBeHUs 3a1bI0O0YEH KPUTHUCH
TUTEpaTypeH aHaIu3 B IIbpPBA IlaBa JOKTOPAHTHT YCTAHOBSIBA HEOOXOAMMOCTTA OT MO3HABAHE
Ha crnenuduKaTa Ha MOACITUTE HA WHOBATHUBHO MPEANPUEMAYECTBO, YCTAHOBSIBA MpsSKaTa
Bpb3Ka HAa BHCOKOTEXHOJIOTMYHUTE HW3MCKBAHUS Ha CHBPEMEHHOTO MPEANPUEMAYECTBO C
OUrUTaiHata Tpanchopmanus U u3ydaBa HeHHUTE 0COOEHOCTH B paMKUTE Ha BTOpA IJIaBa.

[TpodecnonannoTo Mmo3HaBaHe Ha TEOpHUsSTa U IMpaKTUKAaTa B H3CleAoBaTelcKaTa
o0iacT JaBa Bb3MOXKHOCT Ha JOKTOPAaHTa W HAyYHUS PHKOBOIMTEN Ja CHU MOCTABSAT 3aau,
KOUTO J1a I0OBEAAT JI0 U3IIbIHEHHE Ha TOYHO U SICHO OopMyJUpaHaTa Lejid Ha U3CIEABAHETO U
710 TIOTBBPK/IaBaHe HA HAyYHATa T€3a Ha M3CJICIBAHETO.

IV. XapakrepucTHKa HA METOJMKA HA U3CJICABAHETO

Metoaukara Ha wu3cienoBarenckara pabora e moadOpaHa UWHPOPMHPAHO U
[[EJICHACOYEHO, TaKa Y€ J]a TI03BOJIM U3ITBITHECHUETO Ha TIOCTABEHUTE U3CIICIOBATEIICKH 3a0a9n
1 1a ObJie OCHOBA 32 HAIIPABEHUTE U3BOM OT HAMMPABEHOTO MPOYUYBAHE U MOJIE3HU MPEMOPHKU
3a MaJIKKs Ou3Hec. 3a MOCTUraHe Ha LIeJTUTe Ha U3CIIEABAHETO € aIallTHUPaH U U3MO0JI3BaH 100pe
MO3HATHUAT U YECTO MpWiiaraH aHkeTeH metof. M3crmemoBarenckaTa METOAMKA € JIOTMYECKU
U3rpajieHa Bb3 OCHOBA Ha pa3paboTBaHe Ha 00I11a METOIUYECKa paMKa Ha U3CJIeIBAHETO, KOSITO
BKJIIOUBA U3IMOJI3BAHETO HA CIEAHUTE METOJU: METOOU Ha CPaBHEHHETO, aHaJU3 U CHHTE3,
METOJIM Ha TPYNMUPOBKATA, TAOJUYHU W Tpa@UUHUA METOIU, KOPEITAIMOHEH M PErpeCHOHEH
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aHanus, OLS meTon u np.

V. OueHka HAa HAYYHUTEe U HAYYHO-TIPHJIOKHUTE PHHOCH

[IpuHocuTe B MCEPTAIIMOHHOTO U3CJIEIBAHE Ca B CICAHUTE HANIPABICHUS:

- Hay4nu npuHOCH — cucTeMaTu3upanu U 0000IIeHN ca TEOPETUUHUTE BIDKIAHUS
U TOCTAaHOBKH 3a CBIIHOCTTa U OCOOCHOCTHTE Ha MalKHs OH3HEC, MpPEANPHUEMayecTBOTO B
MaJIkusi OM3Hec, HTHOBATUBHOTO MPEIIPHUEMadyecTBO U JUTHTAIHATA TpaHC(HOPMAIHS;

- Hay4no-npuiioskHY IpeHoCcH - HarpaBeH € 00CTOEH Mperyie/l Ha ChbCTOSHUETO Ha
JAWTHTANHATa TpaHCHOpPMAIMsd M HMHOBATUBHOTO MPEANPHEMAuecTBO B MAJIKUs OH3HEC B
beirapus. HampaBeHa e oleHKa Ha BIMSIHHETO HAa AWTHTANHATa TpaHchopMmanus BBPXY
WHOBAaTUBHOTO Pa3BUTHE Ha MaJKHs OM3HEC, MOTBBPJCHH Ca M3JAUTHATUTE HU3CIIEIOBATEICKH
XHUIIOTE3H U ca Je(PUHUPAHN KOHKPETHH MPETIOPHKY 32 TUTUTAIHOTO MY Pa3BUTHE;

- [IpuHocu KBM MeETOAMKATa Ha H3clieBaHEe B oOnacTTa - pa3paboTeHa e
METO/MKA 33 aHAJM3UPAHE U OLICHSABAaHE HA HHOBAaTMBHOTO MPEANPHEMadyecTBO U IUTHTATHATA
TpaHcopMmanmsa. MeToankaTa € anpoOupaHa B U3CIEIBAHETO M Bb3 OCHOBATA Ha PE3yJITATHUTE
OT MPOYYBaHUATA ca UICHTU(UIMPAHN HIKOW OCHOBHHU IPOOJIEMH HAa MHOBATUBHHS MATBK
On3HeC B YCIIOBHS Ha JUTHTAIHA TpaHchopMarys B bearapus.

B T031 cMUCHI qECEPTAMOHHUAT TPyl IPUTEKaBa OE3CIIOPHU HAYYHHU JTOCTOWHCTBA
U CBHIIECTBEH NMPHHOCEH XapakTep, KOWTO € Jo0pe MpeACTaBeH B NMPHIIOKEHATa CHpaBKa 3a
HAY4YHHUTE IPUHOCH, ChIbPIKaIlM ce B qucepTanusara. O01ara Mu OLeHKa €, Ye IPeICTaBeHUTE
pe3yaTaTu OT HAIIPABEHOTO M3CJIEJBAHE B AUCEPTALMOHHUS TPyl 000raTsIBaT ChHIIECTBYBAIIH
3HAHUS U JaBaT Bb3MOXXHOCTH 32 MPUJIOKEHUE B HAYYHU Hu3ciieaBanus. [lomyyeHure HayuyHH
pe3yaTaTu U U3BeIeHUTE 0000IIEHUS ChOTBETCTBAT HA (POPMYJIUPAHUTE IPHHOCH.

VI. [Ilpenenka Ha myOJIMKAIUUTE U JUYHUS MIPUHOC HA TOKTOPAHTA

JIOKTOpaHTBT IpeacTaBs 4 cCaMOCTOSTEIIHH ITyOIMKAINH 110 TeMaTa Ha JUCepTaIATa,
2 OT KOUTO ca MyOJUKYBaHH B HAYYHU M3JaHUs, a 2 ca MyOIMKyBaHN JOKIAAH B IIBJICH TEKCT
U ca IPE/ICTaBEHHN Ha MEXITyHapOoaHU GOpyMU. ABTOPOBUST IIPUHOC B ITyOIMKALIMHUTE U PECIL.
B JUcepTalusaTa € 0e3CrnopeH —IpeAcTaBeHuTe MmyOauKamu ca 6e3 ChaBTOPU U BBB TAX ca
nyONMKyBaHH OCHOBHM PE3yJITaTH OT JUCEPTALMOHHOTO m3cienBsaHe. [lyOmukarmure ca ot
2022,2023 u 2024 roguna u 10 2026 r. umar o6m1o Hazg 30 nurarta no nanau Ha Google scholar,
KOETO TIOKa3Ba 3HAYMUTENIEH OT3BYK B HAyYHHUTE CpPEIH, CBBP3aHM C H3CIIEABaHATA
npoOeMaTHKa.

BposT Ha myOnukanunTe NOKpHBA HAIMOHAITHUTE MUHIMAJIHN KPUTEPHH B 3aKOHa 32
pa3BUTHE Ha akKaJAeMUYHHs cbcTaB B PenyOnmka boearapus 3a npupoOuBane Ha
oOpasoBarenHaTa U Hay4Ha CTEIeH ,,J{okTop®.

VII. Onenka Ha apTopedepara

ABTopedepaTbT OTroBaps Ha OOIIUTE M3UCKBAHHS 3a CTPYKTypa U ChABPKaHHE,
0Tpa3siBa KOPEKTHO CTPYKTypaTa U ChAbPKAHUETO Ha M3JI0)KEHUETO B TUCEPTALMOHHUS TPYA
U [IPEJICTaBsI Hali-BaXKHUTE PE3YJITAaTH, H3BOJIU U IPUHOCH Ha MPOBEICHOTO U3ciensane. Jloope
Ou OmII0 TOM /12 ChIBPKA PE3IOME HA AHTJIMHCKHU €3HK.

VIII. Kputnynu 0ejiesKKM U NPpenopbKu

KBbM mpezncTaBsHETO Ha HAy4HOTO HM3CIEABAHE B JUCEpTAlMsATa MoraTr jaa Obaar
OTHPABEHHU U HAKOU OENIeKKHU U IPENOPHKH, 0€3 Te 1a BIMUAAT Ha 001I1aTa NOJI0KNUTEITHA OI[CHKA
Ha JWCEPTallMOHHUS TPYJ, H-p B JUcepTalMiTa MMa H3IOI3BaHM HE MalbK Habop OT
CBhKpaleHusT U O00O3HAYCHHUs, KOUTO OWxXxa MOriu jJa ObJar u3BeAeHU B ,,M3mon3BaHu
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CBhKpamieHus“, Ou ciensano MoAGUTypHUTE TEKCTOBE J1a ca MOMECTeHH Toja (UTypUTe
CXEMHTE 3a pas3iuKa OT 3ariaBuATa Ha Tabiauuute U Ap. ToBa 6u Mog0OpMIIO BH3NPUEMAHETO
Ha ChABPKAHUETO. Te3H, M0-CKOPO TEXHUYECKH U CTUJIOBHU 3a0€NeXKH, HE OMajloBa)KaBaT
U3THKHATUTE TO-TOPE TOCTOMHCTBATA HA IUCEPTAIIMOHHUS TPYA.

[To3BoNsiBaM CH €IMHCTBEHO Jia OTIpPaBs MPENOpbKa KbM JOKTOpaHTa B Objeliara
HayyHa M MpaKTHYecKa NEHHOCT na pa3mmupH o0XBaTa Ha HM3CIEABAHETO Ype3 pa3paboTeHaTa
METOJIUKA U Jia U3pa3s Mmojkperna 3a (GopMyJupaHHTe BH3MOKHH HACOKM Ha ObjeriaTa HaydHa
pabota. OcHOBaHUeE 3a TOBa ca MHOT'O (DaKTOPH, BKIFOYUTEIHO YCKOPECHUTE IMHAMUYHUTE ITPOLIECH
Ha JIMTUTaIHA TpaHc(opMalus ChBPEMEHHHUTE YCIOBUSI M BUCOKATA CTEIICH Ha TYpOYJICHTHOCT Ha
Om3Hec cpeara B TI100aJICH acTIeKT.

3AK/IFOYEHUE

JucepranmonHuar Tpya Ha AHuTa KropoBa oTroBapsi Ha U3MCKBAHUATA Ha 3aKOHA
3a pa3BUTHE Ha aKaJieMUYHUsl cbcTaB B PemyOnuka bvarapus m IlpaBuiHNKa 32 HETOBOTO
npunarade. C Hero JOKTOPAHTBT MOKa3Ba CIIOCOOHOCT 3a MPOBEXkJAAaHE HA CaMOCTOSTEIIHO
U3CIeABAaHE M IIOCTUTa TEOPETUYHH, MPWIOKHA M  METONOJIOTMYHU  PE3YJITaTH,
IIPEICTaBIsABAIlN IPMHOC KbM HayKaTa U npakTukaTta. Hacrosmara nucepranys € CEpuO3eH U
3abJI0O0YEH HU3CIEJOBATENICKM TPy, KOHTO 3aciy’kaBa BHCOKAa OLEHKA. 3aeiHO C
NPUIOKEHUTE KBbM HEro MyOJIMKAalUM JOKTOPAHTHT IMOKPUBA MUHHMAJIHHUTE HAIIMOHAIHH
M3MCKBAHUA 3a MpUI0OMBaHe HAa 0OpazoBaTeIHaTa U HayyHa CTeneH ,,JokTop®.

Bcuuko TOBa MM J1aBa OCHOBaHHME J1a U3pas3si CBOETO IOJIOXKHUTEIHO CTAHOBMILE 32
HACTOALMS JAUCEPTALIMOHHUSA TPyA M Aa NMOAKPeNsl NPHCHKIaHe Ha oOpa3oBaTejHaTa M
HayyHa creneH ,JlokTtop“ B oOmact 3. ConuanHu, CTONMAHCKM W TIPaBHU HAYKH,
npodecroHaIHO HanpasieHue 3.7. AIMUHUCTpalys U YIPaBIeHHUE, B HAy4YHaTa CIEIIMATHOCT
,/IKoHOMUKa ¥ ynpaBieHue(uaayctpus) Ha Auura Jumurposa Kwoposa-Kaanakosa.

Hata: 11.03.2026 r. UneH Ha HAYYHOTO XKYpH:
(0oy. 0-p C. Kosauesa)
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OPINION

by Assoc. Prof. PhD. Stanislava Draganova Kovacheva
University of Forestry, Department of Forest Management

regarding PhD thesis “THE SMALL BUSINESS INNOVATIVE ENTREPRENEURSHIP
IN DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION SETTINGS” for awarding the educational and
scientific PhD degree
in area 3. Social, economic and legal sciences, professional field 3.7. Administration and
management, in the doctoral programme "Economics and Management (Industry)"

developed by Anita Dimitrova Kyurova-Kalpakova - PhD student at the Department of

"Business Management and Marketing" of the Faculty of Economics, South-West University
"Neofit Rilski" - Blagoevgrad
with scientific supervisor Prof. Dr. Raya Madgerova

Reason for presenting this opinion: Order No. 377/11.02.2026 of the Rector of the South-West
University "Neofit Rilski" determining the scientific jury for the procedure.

I. General characteristics of the procedure and the PhD thesis

The PhD full-time student Anita Dimitrova Kyurova-Kalpakova has been studying in
English at the Department of Business Management and Marketing of the Faculty of Economics
of the SWU "Neofit Rilski" - Blagoevgrad from January 2022 till January 2025. The doctoral
studies are in area 3. Social, economic and legal sciences, professional field 3.7. Administration
and management in the scientific specialty "Economics and management (industry)". The PhD
student has over 7 years of practical experience in the field of marketing, management and
coordination of projects in prestigious companies in Bulgaria and England. Even as a master at
De Montfort University, Leicester, England, she also acquires practical experience in the field
in which she is studying. The educational stages completed show purposefulness and a desire
to upgrade serious qualifications and competence in the field of business management and
marketing.

The PhD thesis submitted under the procedure in terms of structure and content fully
meets the requirements for awarding the educational and scientific PhD degree in Bulgaria. It
contains an introduction specifying the object, subject, scientific thesis, goal and specific tasks
of the study. The presentation is structured in three chapters and a conclusion in a volume of
179 standard text pages. The analyses are illustrated and supported by 79 figures and 37 data
tables. There is one appendix to the dissertation, which contains the questionnaire for
conducting the study and at the end a report on the contributions of the study is added. The total
volume of the work is 217 pages.



I1. Topic relevance

The topic of the PhD thesis, chosen by the doctoral student and the supervisor, Prof.
Madgerova, is of undeniable relevance in the contemporary organizational-managerial,
economic and social conditions of the business environment and in particular in the business
environment of small and medium-sized enterprises. The PhD student very well justifies the
relevance and outlines the deficits in research and analysis on the problems of leadership based
on a sufficient number and quality of theoretical sources.

The contemporary practical significance of the chosen direction of the research is
proven through a multi-layered theoretical analysis of sources. Based on this, the scientific
thesis of the research is formulated and successfully proven in the PhD thesis.

ITI. Assessment of the analysis of the problem state

The PhD student shows very good knowledge of the problems to which he has research
and creative interest. Kyurova has managed to collect and summarize research and analyses of
authors and researchers from 365 published theoretical and theoretical-applied sources,
published mainly in English (only 34 of them are in Bulgarian and Russian) by authors and
researchers working in differently structured international research teams in global research
centers. The researched literature covers a long period of time - from 1967, when one of the
significant works related to the future development of small and medium-sized businesses was
published, to publications from 2020-2025 in prestigious publications such as Economist,
Journal of Business Research, International Journal of Management, Sustainability,
International Journal of Environmental Sciences, etc. which are focused on contemporary
aspects of the researched issues in the complex and complex contemporary financial and
economic conditions. From the in-depth critical literature analysis in the first chapter, the
doctoral student establishes the need to know the specifics of innovative entrepreneurship
models, establishes the direct connection between the high-tech requirements of modern
entrepreneurship and digital transformation, and studies its features within the second chapter.

Professional knowledge of the theory and practice in the research field enables the PhD
student and her scientific supervisor to set tasks that will lead to the implementation of the
clearly formulated research objective and to the confirmation of the scientific thesis of the
research.

IV. Characteristics of the research methodology

The research methodology has been purposeful selected, so as to allow the
implementation of the research tasks set and to allow significant conclusions to be drawn from
the study and useful recommendations for small business. To achieve the objectives of the
study, the well-known and frequently applied survey method was adapted and used. The
research methodology is logically consistent based on the development of a general
methodological framework for the study, which includes the use of the following methods:
methods of comparison, analysis and synthesis, grouping methods, tabular and graphical
methods, correlation and regression analysis, OLS method, etc.

V. Assessment of scientific and applied scientific contributions

The contributions to the dissertation research are in the following areas:

- Scientific contributions — the theoretical views and statements on the essence and
features of small business, entrepreneurship in small business, innovative entrepreneurship and
digital transformation are systematized and summarized;



- Scientific and applied transfers — a comprehensive review of the state of digital
transformation and innovative entrepreneurship in small business in Bulgaria has been made.
The impact of digital transformation on the innovative development of small business has been
assessed, the research hypotheses raised have been confirmed and specific recommendations
for its digital development have been defined;

- Contributions to the methodology of research in the field — A methodology for
analysing and evaluating innovative entrepreneurship and digital transformation has been
developed. The methodology has been tested in the study and based on the results of the studies,
some main problems of innovative small business in conditions of digital transformation in
Bulgaria have been identified.

In this sense, the PhD thesis has a scientific significance and a contribution, which are
well presented in the attached scientific contributions reference. The general assessment is that
the presented results of the research carried out in the PhD thesis enrich existing knowledge
and the possibilities for application in future scientific research. The scientific results and the
conclusions correspond to the formulated contributions.

VI. Assessment of the publications and personal contribution of the PhD student

The PhD student presents 4 self-authorship publications on the topic of the
dissertation, 2 of which have been published in scientific journals, and 2 are published full-text
reports and have been presented at international forums. The author's contribution in the
publications and, respectively, to the dissertation is indisputable - in the presented publications
main results of the PhD thesis research are published . The publications are from 2022, 2023
and 2024 and by 2026 they have a total of over 30 citations according to data in Google scholar.

The number of publications and the participation of the doctoral student in them meet
the national minimum criteria in the Act on Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic
of Bulgaria for awarding the educational and scientific PhD degree.

VII. Evaluation of the PhD abstract

The abstract meets the general requirements for structure and content, correctly reflects
the structure and content of the dissertation paper, and presents the most important results,
conclusions, and contributions of the research conducted. It would be good if it contained a
brief summary in English.

VIII. Critical notes and recommendations

Some notes and recommendations could be made regarding the presentation of the
scientific research in the dissertation, without affecting its overall positive assessment, for
example: the dissertation uses a large number of abbreviations and designations that could be
listed in "Abbreviations", the sub-figure texts should be placed under the figures and diagrams,
unlike the titles of the tables, etc. This would improve the perception of the content. These and
other technical and stylistic inconsistencies do not detract from the above-mentioned merits of
the thesis.

I would only allow to make a recommendation to the PhD student in future scientific
and practical activities to expand the scope of the research through the developed methodology
and to express support for the formulated possible directions of future scientific work in the
PhD thesis. There are many reasons for this, including the extremely dynamic processes of
digital transformation, modern conditions and the high degree of turbulence of the business
environment in a global aspect.



CONCLUSION

The PhD thesis of Anita Kyurova meets the requirements of the Law on Development
of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria and the Regulations for its implementation.
With it, the PhD student demonstrates abilities to conduct independent research and achieves
theoretical, applied and methodological results, representing a contribution to science and
practice. This investigation is a serious and in-depth PhD research that deserves high level of
assessment. Together with the publications attached to it, the doctoral student meets the
minimum national requirements for acquiring the educational and scientific degree "Doctor".

All this gives me reason to express my positive opinion about the present PhD thesis
and to support the awarding of the educational and scientific degree ""Doctor" in area 3.
Social, economic and legal sciences, professional field 3.7. Administration and management,
in the scientific specialty "Economics and management (industry)" for Anita Dimitrova
Kyurova-Kalpakova.

March 11, 2026 Member of scientific jury:
(Assoc. Prof. S. Kovacheva)



