CTAHOBMILE

oT npo@. 1-p CTuiusiH CTOAHOB,

YIEH Ha Hay4YHO XYpH 3a 3allUTa Ha JUcepTalus 3a Ipuao0MBaHe Ha
oOpa3oBaresHaTa U Hay4yHa CTEIEH ,,JOKTop oT 'eprana IBanoBa AceHoBa
B 00J1aCcT Ha BUCIIETO 00pa3oBanue 2. XyMaHUTApHU HAYKH,
npodecrnonanHo HampasieHue 2.1. @unoaorus, Hay4Ha creuaiHocT ,,Mcropus
Ha Obirapckara aurepatypa (Be3poxneHcka aurepatypa)

Tema:
Hoeama 3a poonomo 6 yuebnukapckama aumepamypa om 60-me coounu na XIX

sek 0o Ilvpsama ceemosna 8olina
OcHoBanme 3a HanmucBane: 3anosen Ne 74/19.01.2026 r. na Pekropa Ha FO3Y

,Heoput Puncku*

I'eprana AceHoBa € peloBeH IOKTOpaHT KbM KarenpaTa no nurepatypa Ha
IOrozanagnust yHUBepcUTET. 3aBbplIWiAa € CHEIUaTHOCTTa ,,bbiarapcka
¢unonorus B FO3Y ,,Heodut Puncku® u maructbpcka nporpama ,,bearapckusrt
€3UK Karto 4uyka*“ B cbinus yHuBepcuteT. Ot 2016 1. U ;mocera e yuuten 1o
ObJIrapcku €3UK W JuTeparypa mnocienoBarenHo B CY ,,CB. cB. Kupun u
Meroauii“ B rp. 3emen u B VI CY ,,CB. cB. Kupun u Meroaunii* B rp. IlepHuk.
Hocuten e Ha Harpajga 3a 1puiocTHa mnpodecuoHaNHa TpyAoBa JACHHOCT B
cUCTEMaTa Ha YYWIMIIHOTO OOpa3oBaHME€, KaKTO M Ha Harpajaa ,,Y4YuTesl Ha
romuHata — 2023 r.“ Boawna € ceMHMHapHM 3aHATHS 110 JUCHUILIMHHUTE
,MeToauka Ha o0y4eHueTo 1o jguteparypa’ u ,,Ctapa ObJirapcka qureparypa’ B
KO3V ,,Heodur Puncku“. YuactBana e ¢ goxmanu B 11 xondbepenuu u uma 6
nyOJIuKalMK, YeTUPU OT KOUTO Ca HEMOCPEACTBEHO CBBP3aHU C TeMmaTa Ha
JUcepTanuATa u.

Karo wien na Karenpara o nureparypa, IOKTOpaHT KbM KoATO € ['eprana

AC€HOBa, TBBPAA, Y€ T € U3IIBJIHHUIIA BCUYKH U3UCKBAHUSA U 3a/1a4l, 3aJI0KCHHA B



WHJUMBHUAYyalHUST W ydyeOeH IUlaH Ha JOKTOPaHT, 3a KOETO CBUJIETEJICTBAT U
JOKYMEHTHTE, U3aJICHU OT ChbOTBEeTHUTE Cy>k0u Ha FO3Y |, Heodput Puncku®.

JHucepraunoHHuar Tpy Ha ['eprana AceHoBa € 00eMHO, LIEJIEHACOUYEHO U
3aBBPILIEHO U3CJIE/IBAHE, HAYYHUTE IPUHOCH HAa KOMTO ca HeChbMHEHU. M30panara
TE€Ma J1aBa Bb3MOXXHOCT Ype€3 UJAEATa 3a POJHOTO Jia CE€ MPOCIEAAT ONPEACIICHH
COLIMOKYJTYPHU MPOIECH, Ja C€ KOMEHTUpa TeMaTHUKaTa M HJAEOJOTUsATa Ha
ydeOHUKapcKaTa JIMTepaTypa, Ja ce oueprair purypure Ha yueOHUKApUTE, Ja Ce
NpeNyiokKU €Ha CBOoeoOpa3Ha HCTOpUs HAa ydeOHMKapckaTa JHTepaTypa B
boirapus. ObeauHuTeTHUAT Oe€lier, EHTHhPHT, € uaesara 3a poaHoto. Ome B
yBoga l'eprana AceHoBa NoOCTaBsd TPU MHOIO CMHUCJIEHU BBIIPOCA, KOUTO IO
CBILIECTBO 3a/1aBaT CTPYKTypaTa Ha JUCEPTALMITA H:

1. Ilpe3 kakBM mnepUOAM MPEMUHABA PA3BUTHETO Ha Obarapckara
y4eOHMKapCcKa KHIKHUHA?

2. Kak e usrpazgena cucremara ot purypu, o0pa3u ¥ CUMBOJIM Ha POJTHOTO
3a OBATrapcKara OOIHOCT?

3. Kou ca Te u xak ca npejcraBeHu B yueOHUKapcKaTa KHUKHUHA?

N36pan e nepuo1, B KOUTO MPOTUYAT ChIIIHOCTHU U3MEHEHUS B OBITapCKUs
counyM: oT PaHHOTO BB3paxaane 10 kpas Ha [IspBara cBeToBHa BoitHa. B TO31
CMHUCBHJI 3arjaBUETO € JIEKO MOJBEXKJAll0, JOKOJKOTO CBIIECTBEH AaKIEHT €
MMOCTaBEH BHPXY yueOHUKApCKa IMTepaTypa, mosBuia ce naised npeau 1860 r.

JloOpa u no0pe 3amuTeHa € Te3ara, Y€ POJHOTO ce AeduHupa upe3
pa3JIMuHU KOHTEKCTHU: BIpa, CEMENUCTBO, A0M, Teorpadusi, TpaaAuluu 1 T.H. ToBa
JlaBa Bb3MOXKHOCT Ha JOKTOPAHTKaTa J1a OOSCHU CMSIHATa Ha TEMUTE U CIOKETUTE
B yueOHMKapcKaTa JuTeparypa. Ja pedyeM peAyLHMpPaHETO Ha PEIUTHO3HUTE
TEKCTOBE 3a CMETKa Ha CBETCKHUTE, II0SiBaTa HAa COLMAJHUS KOMIIOHEHT,
U3TPaKIaHETO Ha MAHTEOHA Ha OBIATApCKUTE repou U T.H. MHOTO MPOIyKTHUBHA €
nocTaBeHaTa Ha cTp. 23 Te3a, ue ,,B nporeca Ha n300peTsiBaHe Ha OBIATAPCKOTO

HEU3MEHHO Cc€ UMIUHIMpa (urypara Ha yuuTess, OyAuTeNs, HOCUTENS Ha



3HAHUETO U Ha CTPEMEXa KbM CBOOOJa upe3 3HaHue . MHoro yjayta e u tes3ara,
ye ,,[Ipe3 Bb3paxkgaHero MMEHHO y4eOHUIIUTE M3MBJIHSABAT BbBEXKIAllaTa U
UACHTU(PUKAIMOHHA QYHKIMS Ha UHIMBUIYyAIU3UpaHus o0pa3 Ha pOJHOTO, Ype3
KOWTO ce BbPBH KbM H3TPaXKIAaHE Ha ObIATapcko ch3HaHue . (ctp. 26). ['eprana
AceHoBa M3cieiBa U MPOMEHHUTE, HACTHIIWIIM B yuyeOHUKApCKaTa JIUTepaTypa B
neproja Ha KOHCTUTYHMpaHE Ha 3aKOHoJaTenaHaTa 0a3a Ha HOBOCH3IAJEHOTO
KuspxectBo briarapus. Tyk e ymecTHO Jja cHOME@Ha MHOTO JoOpaTa 0OCBEIOMEHOCT
Ha ['eprana AceHoBa MO OTHOIIEHHE Ha camaTa y4yeOHUKapcKka KHUKHUHA U
HEWHUTE aBTOPH, HAKOM OT KOUTO Ca XPUCTOMATHMHO W3BECTHH, APYIHM HE
TOJIKOBA, TPETU — IOYTH HEW3BECTHU. ToBa M JaBa BB3MOXKHOCT Ja IpeLu3upa
CBOUTE HAOJIO/IEHUS, a JOKA3aTEJICTBEHUAT MaTepuall € MoBeYe OT OOMIIEH.

JIpyro HECPMHEHO KayecTBO Ha TEKCTa € crocoOHocTtra Ha ['eprana
AceHoBa J1a KOHTeKCTyanus3upa. Hail-oOmio ka3zaHo, ujesita 3a pPOJHOTO B
ydyeOHUKapcKaTa JuTeparypa € pasriieflaHa B COLUUOKYJITYPHUTE KOHTEKCTH Ha
npexojia OT TPaJAWLMOHHO KBbM MOJAEPHO OOIIECTBO, B HMHCTUTYLMOHAIHUTE
KOHTEKCTH Ha HOBaTa ObJrapcka JbpKaBa, B KOHTEKCTUTE Ha MeAarorukara u
IUJaKTUKaTa W, pa3dmpa ce, B JUTEPAaTypHOUCTOPHUECKH KOHTEKCT. B To3m
CMHUCBHJ Ha3BaHMeTo Ha Bropa rnaBa, ,MopaenupaHe Ha YyuyeOHHKapcKaTa
KHIDKHAHA MHOTO JI0Ope M3pa3siBa LsUIOCTHATa CHIIHOCT Ha AMCEPTaLUATA.
I'eprana AceHoBa pasriex/ia KOHKPETHUTE peau3alii Ha MOJEIUPAHETO Ype3
koHkpeTHu umeHa:. Ilersp bepon, Heodpur Puncku, Heodpur boszsenu, Jlparan
ManuoB, botbo IletkoB, Xpucto I'. Jlanos, Iletko CnaseiikoB, BazoB u
Benuukos ¢ TaxHara ,, Xpucromarus...” T. Bimaitkos, MBan JlopeB 1 MHOrO0 o1e —
CIIUCHKBT HAMCTHHA € BIICYATIISBALLL.

Tperata rmaBa mbK KOMEHTHpa OOpa3uTe U CHUMBOJIUTE HA POJHOTO B
ydyeOHUKapcKaTa KHIKHIHA, TEPCOHATM3UPAHH TI0 ChIIECTBO KATO MUTOJIOTUYHU
oOpazu: Kupun u Mertonuii u [lancuit Xunenaapcku. Tyk OTHOBO MpoJinyaBa

crmocobHocTTa Ha ['eprana AceHoBa Ja KOMEHTHpaA U BHXKIA JETaWIUTe, a IBK



Ta3U CIIOCOOHOCT, MUCJIIS CH, € IOPOAECHA OT HAMCTHHA BIIEYATIABaLIUsA HA00Op OT
yuyeOHMKapcka KHUKHHMHA, KOSATO TS MO3HABa, a ChIIO OT CHOCOOHOCTTa M Ja
olepupa CbC CONMJEH HA0Op JMTEPATYpHOUCTOPUYECKU TEKCTOBE. CTaTHUH,
CTYJIMH, MOHOTpauH, KaKTO U ChC 3aKOHU WU NPABWIIHMIIM, PErjaMeHTUpAIlN
0o0pa30BaHMETO U CHOTBETHO Y4eOHUKAapCKaTa KHIWKHUHA. CTpPEMEXbT KbM
U3YEPHATEeNIHOCT U JIETAHIHOCT Ha U3JI0)KEHHETO MOHSIKOIra BOJAW /0 U3JIUIIHO
pa3TaraHe Ha U3J0KEHHETO WJIM ITbK JO HEHYKHO ITOBTapsiHE HA TE3H, J1a PEUYEM
B ITbPBUS U TPETUS pa3jien Ha TpeTa riaBa. HeBuHaru noapoOHOTO pa3ka3BaHe Ha
Ouorpadgusita Ha ydeOHHMKaps paOOTH 3a E€IMHCTBOTO M KOHULENTyaJlHaTa
HAcO4YeHOCT Ha TekcTa. Ho Taka win nHaue ToBa € u300pbT Ha ['eprana AceHoBa
Y BEPOSATHO TS OM MOIJIa J1a TO 3allUTH.

ABTopedepaTbT KOPEKTHO MPEACTaBI TEMAaTUYHUSI 00XBAT, CTPYKTypaTa u

HAYYHHUTC IIPUHOCHU HAa TUCCPTALITUOHHUA TPY .

3akioueHue
JucepraumonnusT T1pyn Ha ['eprana AcenoBa ,Jnesta 3a poxHOTO B
yueOHHKapckaTa autepatypa ot 60-te roguan Ha XX Bek 1o [IbpBara cBeToBHA
BOWHA“ € 3aIBhJIO0OYEHO H3CIIe[BAHE HAa CHITHOCTHH SIBJICHHUS M MPOIECH B
Obirapckara JuTepaTypa W KyATypa, TOIVICAHATH TMpe3 TMpu3Mata Ha
yueOHUKapCcKaTa JTUTepaTypa, HayYHUTE MPUHOCH HA KOETO He OyISIT CbMHEHHE.
ToBa Mu 1aBa OCHOBaHHME J1a TPEIOKA J1a HA YBAKAEMOTO HAYYHO XKypH J1a Obie
npucbaeHa OHC , noktop* Ha I'eprana MBanoBa AceHoBa B MpoeCHOHAIHO
Harpasienue 2.1. @unonorus, Hay4Ha CIEUATHOCT ,,MicTopus Ha Obarapckara
nutepatypa (Bb3poskaeHcka aurepaTypa)™.
bnaroesrpan,

12. 03. 2026 . (mpod. n-p Ctunusia CTOSIHOB)



OPINION
By Prof. Stiliyan Stoyanov, Ph.D.

member of the academic jury for the defense of a dissertation for the award
of the educational and scientific degree “Doctor” by Gergana lvanova
Asenova

in the field of higher education 2. Humanities,

professional field 2.1. Philology, scientific specialty “History of Bulgarian
Literature (Revival Literature)”

Topic:

The Idea of the Native in Textbook Literature from the 1860s to the First
World War

Grounds for writing: Order No. 74/19.01.2026 of the Rector of South-West
University “Neofit Rilski”

Gergana Asenova is Ph.D. student at the Department of Literature at
South-West University. She graduated in Bulgarian Philology at South-West
University “Neofit Rilski” and completed the master’s programme
“Bulgarian as a Foreign Language” at the same university. Since 2016 she
has been a teacher of Bulgarian Language and Literature, first at Secondary
School “St. St. Cyril and Methodius” in the town of Zemen and
subsequently at VI Secondary School “St. St. Cyril and Methodius” in the
town of Pernik. She has received an award for her overall professional
activity in the system of school education, as well as the award “Teacher of
the Year — 2023”. She has conducted seminar classes in the disciplines
“Methodology of Literature Teaching” and “Old Bulgarian Literature™ at
South-West University “Neofit Rilski”. She has participated with papers in
11 conferences and has 6 publications, four of which are directly related to
the topic of her dissertation.



As a member of the Department of Literature, within which Gergana
Asenova is a Ph.D. student, | state that she has fulfilled all requirements and
tasks included in her individual doctoral study plan, as evidenced by the
documents issued by the relevant administrative units of South-West
University “Neofit Rilski”.

The dissertation by Gergana Asenova is a comprehensive, purposeful,
and completed study whose scientific contributions are unquestionable. The
selected topic makes it possible, through the idea of the native, to trace
certain sociocultural processes, to discuss the themes and ideology of
textbook literature, to outline the figures of textbook authors, and to propose
a distinctive history of textbook literature in Bulgaria. The unifying feature,
the central focus, is the idea of the native. Already in the introduction,
Gergana Asenova poses three very meaningful questions that essentially
determine the structure of her dissertation:

1. Through what periods does the development of Bulgarian textbook
literature pass?

2. How is the system of figures, images, and symbols of the native
constructed for the Bulgarian community?

3. Who are they and how are they represented in textbook literature?

The selected period is one during which fundamental transformations
take place in Bulgarian society: from the Early National Revival to the end
of the First World War. In this sense, the title is somewhat misleading
insofar as a significant emphasis is placed on textbook literature that
appeared long before 1860.

A well-argued and convincingly defended thesis is that the native is
defined through various contexts: faith, family, home, geography, traditions,
and so on. This enables the doctoral candidate to explain the change in
themes and plots in textbook literature—for example, the reduction of
religious texts in favor of secular ones, the emergence of a social
component, the construction of a pantheon of Bulgarian heroes, and so forth.
Particularly productive is the thesis formulated on page 23 that “in the
process of inventing the Bulgarian, the figure of the teacher, the enlightener,
the bearer of knowledge and the aspiration for freedom through knowledge,



Is invariably implied.” Equally appropriate is the thesis that “during the
National Revival it is precisely the textbooks that perform the introductory
and identification function of the individualized image of the native, through
which the construction of Bulgarian national consciousness proceeds.” (p.
26). Gergana Asenova also studies the changes that occurred in textbook
literature during the period of establishing the legislative framework of the
newly created Principality of Bulgaria. Here it is appropriate to mention her
very good familiarity with textbook literature itself and its authors, some of
whom are well known in anthologies, others less so, and still others almost
unknown. This allows her to refine her observations, while the evidential
material is more than abundant.

Another unquestionable quality of the text is Gergana Asenova’s
ability to contextualize. In general terms, the idea of the native in textbook
literature is examined within the sociocultural contexts of the transition from
a traditional to a modern society, within the institutional contexts of the new
Bulgarian state, within the contexts of pedagogy and didactics, and, of
course, within a literary-historical context. In this sense, the title of Chapter
I, “Modeling of Textbook Literature,” very well expresses the overall
essence of the dissertation. Gergana Asenova examines specific realizations
of this modeling through specific names: Petar Beron, Neofit Rilski, Neofit
Bozveli, Dragan Manchov, Botyo Petkov, Hristo G. Danov, Petko
Slaveykov, Vazov and Velichkov with their “Chrestomathy...”, T. Vlaykov,
Ivan Dorev, and many others—the list is truly impressive.

The third chapter discusses the images and symbols of the native in
textbook literature, essentially personalized as mythological figures: Cyril
and Methodius and Paisii Hilendarski. Here again Gergana Asenova’s ability
to comment on and perceive details becomes evident. This ability, | believe,
stems from the truly impressive body of textbook literature she is familiar
with, as well as from her capacity to work with a solid corpus of literary-
historical texts: articles, studies, monographs, as well as laws and regulations
governing education and, respectively, textbook literature. The aspiration for
exhaustiveness and detail in the exposition sometimes leads to an
unnecessary expansion of the text or to the repetition of certain theses, for
example in the first and third sections of the third chapter. The detailed



narration of the textbook authors’ biographies does not always contribute to
the unity and conceptual orientation of the text. Nevertheless, this is Gergana
Asenova’s choice, and she would probably be able to defend it.

The abstract correctly presents the thematic scope, structure, and
scientific contributions of the dissertation.

Conclusion

The dissertation by Gergana Asenova, “The Idea of the Native in
Textbook Literature from the 1860s to the First World War,” is an in-depth
study of essential phenomena and processes in Bulgarian literature and
culture viewed through the prism of textbook literature, the scientific
contributions of which raise no doubt. This gives me grounds to propose to
the respected academic jury that the educational and scientific degree
“Doctor” be awarded to Gergana lvanova Asenova in professional field 2.1.
Philology, scientific specialty “History of Bulgarian Literature (Revival
Literature)”.

Blagoevgrad,
12 March 2026

(Prof. Stiliyan Stoyanov, Ph.D.)
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