IOT'O3AITAJJEH YHUBEPCUTET ,HEO®UT PHJICKHN”

CTAHOBHUIIE

ot aou. 1-p Emunus Ilatapuanosa,
YJIeH Ha HAYYHO JKYPH B KOHKYPC 32 3a€MaHE Ha aKaJeMHYHAaTa JITBXKHOCT ,,JIOIEHT , 00sSBeH
ot lOrozanaznen yausepcuret ,,Heodur Puncku” B JIB. 6p. 107/12.12.2025 .

OmMHOCHO: HAYUHAMA, HAYYHO-NPULONCHAMA U NPOPDECUOHATHO-AKAOEMUUHAMA OeUHOCM U
npooykyus, npeocmagsena om ac. 0-p [anuena /Jumumposa Amaumacoea — eOuHcmeeH
VUACMHUK 8 KOHKYPCa

OcHoBaHKe 3a U3rOTBsSIHE Ha cTaHoBHIIETO ¢ 3amoBea Ne 176/ 30.01.2026 r. Ha Pexktopa
Ha FOrozamanen ynusepcuret ,,Heodur Puncku”— npod. a-p Huxonait Mapun, ¢ kosito €
oTpesieNieH ChCTaB Ha HAYYHO KYpPH MO KOHKYPC 3a 3a€MaHe Ha akaJeMHYHaTa ATBXKHOCT
,,JJOIIEHT* B mpodecrnonanno Hampasienue 3.6 ,,IIpaBo” (HakazarenaeH mporec) u pelieHue Ha
HAy4YHOTO >KYPH B3€TO Ha IbPBOTO MY 3ace/laHue.

M3roTBeHOTO CTAaHOBHUILE € ChOOPA3EHO ¢ U3MCKBAHMSTA Ha 3aKOHA 3a PAa3BUTHETO Ha
akageMuuHus cbcraB Ha PenyOnuka bwirapus, IlpaBunHuka 3a mnpuiaraHeto My H
BrrpemnuTe npasuia 3a pa3BUTHETO HA akaJieMUYHUs cbeTaB Ha FOrosamazieH yHUBEPCUTET
,Heoput Puncku’.

I. O000menn naHHK 32 HAYYHATA NPOAYKIMSA U ICHHOCTTA HA KAHAUAATA

Ac. n-p Januena JlumutpoBa ATaHacoBa € €IMHCTBEH KaHIAUAAT B 00SBEHUS KOHKYPC.
HayunaTa mpoyKius, ¢ KOSTO y4acTBa B KOHKypCa OTTOBaps HA MUHUMAITHUTE HAIIHOHATHU
HAYKOMETPUYHHU T[IOKa3aTeJM 3a 3aeéMaHEe Ha akaJeMU4yHara [JIbXKHOCT ,,JIOUEHT B
npodecronanno Hampasienue 3.6 IlpaBo. JlokazarencTBara ca mpeACcTaBeHH B CIIpaBKa 3a
Hay4yHaTa TIpoAyKuMs mo mokazatenu A, B, I' u [, kakTo 1 akTUBHOCTHU MO Toka3aren E B
CHOTBETCTBUE C JOMBIHUTEIHUTE W3UCKBAHMs, OTPAa3eHU BHB BbTpemHuTe mpaBuia 3a
pa3BUTHE Ha akaJeMUYHUs cbeTaB B KOrozananen yHuBepcuteT ,,Heodut Puncku®.

Hayunara npoaykuus Ha ac. n1-p Jlanuena JlumutpoBa AtaHacoBa € 0 TeMaTHKaTa Ha
00siBeHHs KOHKypc. JlokaszareiacTBa B TO3M CMHCHI Ca XaOWJIMTAIMOHEH TPYyJI Ha TeMma
,HakazareaHompoliecyajiHa 3allWTa Ha OKOJHATa Cpella B KOHTEKCTa Ha CHBPEMEHHUTE
npenn3Bukatencrsa’, YU ,,Heoput Puicku”, biaaroesrpam, 2026 ., 156 c., ISBN 978-954-
00-0447-1, xaxto u mybnukaimu ¢ NeNe 2, 3,5, 6 u 7 OT mpecTaBeHUS CIUCHK, aKIIEHTUPAILU
Ha TpoOIeMHU, CBBpP3aHM C HaKa3aTeNHOMpOIlecyalHaTa 3alliTa Ha OKOJHAaTa Cpena,
MaTepUaTHONPABHU U MPOIIECYaIHA aCHEeKTH Ha €KOJOTHYHUTE MPECTHIUICHUS, eKCIepTHA U
MpoliecyaaHa KOMIETEHTHOCT MPU pa3cie/IBaHe Ha eKOJOTHYHUTE TpecThiieHus. [lanutpara
OT HAyYHH WHTEPECH Ha J-p ATaHacoBa Ce JIOMBJIBAa M OT ITyOJUKAIWs, TOCBETEHA Ha



MICUXUYHOTO Ojaromoiyyue U NpoeCHOHATHUS CTpeC MpH CIYKUTEIWTE B MecTaTa 3a
JuInaBaHe ot cBoboxa (myosr. Ne 4).

JIBe ot npeacTtaBeHuTe ctaTuu (B ChaBTOPCTBO) ca MyOJIMKYBAaHHM HA aHTJIMHCKHU €3HK B
uznanusi, pepepupanu B Web of Science u Ulrich. JI[pyru aBe cratuu ca myOIuKyBaHU B
u3nanusi ot HarumoHamHusi pedepeHTeH CHHCHK, KaTo €HaTa ¢ Ha aHTJIUHCKUA €3UK U B
ChaBTOPCTBO, a Jpyrara € caMOoCTOATe]IHa, Ha OBbJrapcku e3uk myOiukyBaHa B cIl. ,,[IpaBo,
MOJIMTHKA, anMuHucTpaiusa’, pedepupano u B ERIH+. Camocrosrenna e u myOnukanusTa B
penieH3upan coopHuk oT KoHpepenuus Ha [IpaBHo-uctopuyeckus daxynrer Ha KOrozamanen
yHuBepcuteT ,,Heoputr Puncku”. XaOWmuTanMOHHUAT TPYyJ MMa BCHYKH aTpuOyTH Ha
MoOHOTpadusi, ChTIaCHO U3UCKBAHUATA, OTPA3CHU B CHOTBETHUTE HOPMATHBHH JIOKYMEHTH.

KanauaareT B KOHKypca € JOKTOp IO Haka3aTenHo mpaBo oT 2022 r. cien KaTo
3amTaBa jaucepranus Ha Tema: ,,Boaute B PenyOnmka bearapus u  TaxHata
Haka3arenHonpasHa 3amurta”’. Ot M. ¢eBpyapu 2023 1. paboTH HA OCHOBEH TPY/OB JI0TOBOP
kato acucteHT B IlpaBHO-uctopuueckus Qaxynrer Ha FOroszamanen ynuepcuret ,,Heodur
Puncku”. Boau ceMuHapHU 3aHATHSA W JIGKIMU 1O y4eOHUTE AMCLUHUIUIMHH: ,,HakazaTemnHo
npaBo” U ,,HakazareneH npouec” Ha CTYAEHTH OT CIEUUATHOCT ,,HanmroHanHa curypHoct” u
cnenuantoct ,IlpaBo“. YuactBa karo mpemnojaBaTesl Ha PEHNETUTOPHUYMHU M KPBKOK IO
,HaKa3zaTeaHo-paBHU HAYKH ‘.

[lemarornyeckara paeitHoct Ha A-p Janumenma  ATaHacoBa Haarpaxiaa MNpUIOOUT
npodecroHalleH W TPAKTHYECKH OINMUT KaTo aJBOKAT HAa CBOOOJHA TpPaKTHKa W CTapIIA
IOPUCKOHCYNT B baceliHoBa mupekuus ,,3anagHoOenomopcku paion” kbM MOCB u kbM
Arennus ,,IIbTHa nHpacTpykTypa”.

II. Xapaxkrepucruka Ha HAy4YHATa U HAYYHO-NIPHJIOKHATA NPOAYKLUHUS HaA
KaHAUAAaTa

[Ipuemam 3a pelieH3UMpaHE MpPEJICTaBEHUTE MyOJMKallMU, C KOUTO A-p ATaHacoBa
ydacTBa B KOHKypca. Te moka3BaT HNpOABKUTEIEH M YCTOMYMB HAY4YHO-U3CJIEI0BATENICKU
MHTEpEeC Ha KaHAuAaTa KbM IpobiieMUTe Ha OKOJIHATA cpefa U HelHoTo Obaenie. /loka3Bar ro
3aluMTeHa aucepranMs Ha TeMa ,,Bomute B PenyOnmka bearapus u o TsaxHarta
HakazaTeJqHompaBHa 3ammTa’’, (mokasaren A — 50 Toukn). U3nanena monorpadus Ha 0azara Ha
3alIMTeHa qucepranusra ,,Hakasarenna 3ammra Ha Bogute B P. bbarapus® (mokaszaren I' — 75
T.). /IBe cratuu, nyOnukyBanu B criucanus, pedepupanu B Web of Science, omie nBe cratuu,
nyOJIMKyBaHH B U3/1aHust oT HarmonanHus peepeHTeH CIUChK U €JHA CTaThs - B COOPHUK OT
Hay4YHa KoH(epeHuus Ha Tema: ,,IIpenn3BukarencTBa npeja OKOJIHATa cpeja — KOJIOTUYHU U
IIPaBHU pelIeHus . B cTaTuuTe ca NpOy4YeHW U aHAJIM3UPAHU PA3JIUYHU aCIIEKTH, CBBP3aHU C
€KOJIOTMYHUTE MPECTHIUICHNS U Ha Ta3u 0a3za ca opopMeHH OCHOBHUTE MpuHOcH. OOGOCHOBaHA
€ Bpb3KaTa MEXJy OCOOCHOCTHTE Ha €KOJOTMYHUTE MPECTHIUIEHUS U HEOOXOIMMOCTTa OT
3aCUJICHH TMPOLIECYaJIHU TapaHIMM; aHaJU3UpaHU ca HOBUTE MPOIECYalHH CTaHAAPTH U
rapaniuu, BbBeaeHu oT upextua (EC) 2024/1203 npu HakazaTelHO-TIpaBHA 3allUTa Ha
OKOJIHATa cpefja ¥ NPOU3TUYAILNUTE 3aIbJDKEHUS W TapaHUUd Ha JbpXKaBUTE-UJICHKU;
aHAJIM3MpaHa W [JOKa3aHa € 3aBUCHUMOCTTAa MEXJIYy KaueCTBOTO Ha EKCIIEPTH3UTE U
BB3MOXHOCTTA 32 JOKa3BaHE Ha INPUYMHHO-CIEJICTBEHATa Bpb3Ka MEXKIY ICSIHUETO U
eKOJIOTUYHATa Bpela; J0Ka3aHa € HEeoOXOJMMOCTTa E€KOJOTMYHUTE MNpPECThIUICHHUS Ja ce



OLICHSABAT KAaTO BHCOK OOIIECTBEH PUCK U 3aliaxa 3a YyCTOMYMBOTO pa3BUTHE HA OKOJHATA
cpena u T.H. Bcwuku cratuu oopmsat cymapuo 118.75 Touku mo mokasaren I

Haii-ronsima TexecT M 3HAYMMOCT Karo JIOKa3aTeJICTBO 3a TpallHUS Hay4dHO-
M3CJIEIOBATEICKM HMHTEpPEC Ha KaHIuAaTa KbM MpoOJIeMUTe Ha OKOJHATa cpena e
MOHOTpadusTa, TMpEeACTaBeHa KaTO OCHOBEH XaOWJMTalMOHEH TpyAd Ha Tema:
,HakazareqHomponecyajlHa 3alllUTa Ha OKOJIHATa cpelja B KOHTEKCTa HAa ChBPEMEHHMTE
npeau3BukareiacTBa’ (mokasarea B — 100 touku). MoHorpadusTa mocraBst BbB pokyca Ha
BHUMAHHUETO €IHH OT Hal-TEKKUTE U BaXHU MPOOJIEMH HAa ChbBPEMEHHOTO HHM OOILIECTBO -
3aMbpPCABAHETO HA OKOJIHATA CPela W M3YEPIBAHETO HAa IPUPOJHUTE PECYpCH, KOUTO
3acTpalraBaT yCTOWYMBOTO CHIIECTBYBaHE Ha IJIAHETaTa U HEMHOTO Obaemie. Te3u nmpouecu u
3aIyIaXxy ca pas3rieaHy U OLIEHEHU OT IJIeJHAa TOYKA Ha HaKa3aTEJIHONPOILeCyalHaTa 3alluTa.
CrpiecTBeHa 4yacT OT MOHOrpadusiTa € MOCBETEHa Ha pPa3CieBaHETO Ha EKOJOTMYHHTE
MPECTBIVIEHUS] B KOHTEKCTa Ha IJIO0AJHUTE EKOJOTMYHM Kpu3M M HoBaTa JlupekTtuBa
2024/1203 na EC. B CTpPyKTYpHO M ChABP)KATEIHO OTHOIICHHE SICHO C€ OYepTaBaT
KOHIIENTYaTHOTO, HOPMAaTUBHOTO M MPAKTUYECKOTO M3MEpEeHHE Ha Temara. ToBa npujaBa
3aBBPIICHOCT U MBJIHOTA Ha HU3clieBaHeTo. TpsaOBa aa ce oTOeNeku U OLUEHU MOJOKUTEIHO
CTpPEMEXbT Ha aBTOpA Ja JIOKaXKEe OrpaHUYCHHITa HA (OPMAIHUA MOAXOJ U MOCTaBSIHETO Ha
BBIIPOCA 32 HEOOXOAMMOCTTA OT pa3LINpsABaHe HA Ie(DUHUIUATA 32 €KOJIOTUYHO MPECTHILTICHHE.
ToBa € MHOrO Ba)k€H MPUHOC HE CaMO KbM TEOpHUATA, HO U C IOJISIM IPAKTHUUECKU €(EeKT 110
OTHOIIIEHHE Ha PAaBHUTE MEXaHU3MHU 32 Olla3BaHE Ha OKOJHATa cpesia. ABTOpKaTa JI0Ka3Ba, ye
Mo3HaBa MHOTO JI00pe Te3W acHeKTH Ha MEXIYHAPOJHOTO MYOJWYHO MPAaBO M IPAaBOTO HA
EBporneiickust cbr03. B neraiinn pasriiexaa mpoOieMu Ha TpaBONPHUIAraHeTO, CBBP3aHU C
JUIICaTa Ha eKCIIepTHh3a U/ TEXHUYeCcKa MOATr0TOBKA, Ha HE J00paTa KOOPAUHALUS MEXKIY
pascienBaluTe OpraHy U JIp. AKIIEHTUpa c€ Ha HEOOXOAUMOCTTA OT Ch3aBaHE HA €KHUIIH OT
CHELHUATUCTH C KOMIIETEHTHOCTH HE CAMO B HAKa3aTEJIHOTO MPAaBO, HO ChIIO U B €KOJIOTUATA U
B Jpyru cepu mpu paskpuBaHE Ha EKOJOTHMUHUTE MpecThiieHHs W Hamarane Ha HK.
[Ipennara ce tpancnonupane Ha Jupextusa (EC) 2024/1203 ype3 KOHKpETHU U3MEHEHUS B
obarapckus HITK, koeTo orieHsiBaM KaTo MHOTO Ba)X€H MPUHOC HE CaMO € IOPUIUIECKA, HO U C
MpaKTUYeCcKa 3HaYMMOCT 10 OTHOIIEHHWE Ha Olla3BaHE Ha OKojJHaTa cpena. [IpencraBeHu ca
N00pH MPaKTUKU OT HAKOU €BPOIEHCKU IbpKaBU M MOJENH 3a ajanTaius B OBIrapckoTo
3aKOHOJIATEJICTBO, CUHXPOHU3UPAHU C €KoJIorMuHata noiautuka Ha EC W Cc akueHT BbpXy
YCTOWUYMBOCTTA U TPAXAAHCKATa OTTOBOPHOCT.

CnpaBkara 3a nutupaHu nyonukanuu Ha kanaugata (120 toukw mo moxazaren /Jl)
CEPHO3HO HAIXBBPJIA MUHUMYMA OT 50 TOUKM U MHIAMPEKTHO aKIEHTUPA HA 3HAYMMOCTTa HA
MyOIMKAMUTE U OTPAa3eHUTE B TAX HAYyYHO-TEOPETUYHHU U HAYUYHO-TIPUIIOKHH PE3YNITaTH.

Ilo mokazaren E ca mnpeacraBeHM AO0Ka3aTeinCTBAa 3a ydacTUs B IPOEKTH, BKIL.
ka"nuaarcreamny no ®HU 3a 45 touku npu Heobxoaumu 30 TOUKH, cbriiacHO Bbrpemnure
MpaBuJjia 3a Pa3BUTHE Ha akaJieMUIHMs cheTaB B FOrozanaaen yauepcuteT ,,Heobut Puncku®.

[Ipuemam crmpaBkaTa 3a HayyHUTE MPUHOCH HA KaHIUAATa U BHUCOKO OIEHSBaM
nocTuxkeHusATa. JIOTMYHO Hay4YHUTE NPUHOCH Ca CBbpP3aHU C HaKa3aTeIHONpaBHATa U
HaKa3aTeIHOMpoIlecyalHaTa 3alluTa Ha OKOJHaTa cpena. M3BeaeHu ca crenupuIHHUTE
XapaKTepUCTHUKU U OCOOEHOCTH Ha EKOJOTMYHUTE TMPECThIUICHUS B OBJITapCKOTO U
€BPOIEHCKOTO 3aKOHOATENCTBO. [IpeyiokeHo € Bb3CTaHOBSIBAHETO HA OKOJIHATA CPEAA CIIE]
M3BBPUICHO €KOJIOTUYHO MPECTHIUICHUE /1A C€ 3aI0KH B OBJIrapCKOTO 3aKOHOAATENCTBO. To 1a



ce ImpueMa KaTo JOIBJIHUTENHA MspKa, KOSTO HE 3aMEHs PErVIAMEHTHPAHOTO HaKa3aHME.
[Tpunocute ca 0OOraTeHH C MPEAJIOKEHU KOHKPETHU 3aKOHOJATEIHU TEKCTOBE, KOMTO ca
aKTyaJHd M OMXa MMajiil HayYHO-IPUJIOKHA 3HAYMMOCT IPU MPECTOSIIOTO TPAHCIIOHUPAHE
Ha /lupextusa (EC) 2024/1203 na EBpomneiickus napaament u Ha CopBeta ot 11 anpuit 2024 r.
CBBbpP3aHM ChC 3alMTaTa Ha OKOJIHATA Cpeja Ype3 Haka3aTesHOo mnpaso. [IpemiokeHnara riasa
,OCOo0eHN MpaBuiia 3a pas3riiekaaHe Ha MpecThIUIEHUATa IPOTUB okoHara cpena““ B HITK nma
U3LSI0 NMpUHOCEH XapakTep. C NPUHOCEH XapakTep ca MpeAoXKEeHUATA 3a Pa3LIupsBaHEe U
JON'bJIBAHE M Ha JAPYrd IOJ3aKOHOBM HOPMAaTHBHU aKTOBE, CBBP3aHU C JAEHCTBHUS IO
OTHOILICHHE Ha M10/IaTeJINTE Ha CUTHAJIN 32 €KOJOTHYHU MPECThIUIEHUS, JTULaTa MoAIoMaraiu
pascieBaHEeTO, BKIIOYBAHETO HA 3aMHTEpecoBaHaTa OOLIECTBEHOCT B HAaKa3aTEIHUTE
IIPOU3BOJICTBA.

ITI. KputnyHu 6esie:KKU M IPenopbKU

To3u xabunuTaroHeH TPy OCBEH BCUYKU TOpPECIIOMEHATH JOCTOMHCTBA UMa U OIIe
€IHO U TO € HEeroBara U3KJII0YUTeNIHA aKTYaTHOCT. Beuuku npeioxkenus 3a fonbiaane Ha HK
u HIIK, nanpaBenu ot A-p ATaHacoBa, ako ObJIaT MPUETH, B ChUETaHUE C TPAHCTIOHUPAHETO Ha
Jupextua (EC) 2024/1203 na EBponeiickus nmapiaMeHT TIOCTaBAT OBJITAPCKOTO €KOJIOTMYHO
3aKOHOJATEJICTBO HA €BPOIEICKO M CBETOBHO HUBO. T€ 1€ MMaT HE caMO HOPHUINYECKO, HO
EKOJIOTHYHO W HMKOHOMHYECKO u3MepeHue. VMeHHO 3aroBa OWxX mpemoppuaia Ha J-p
ATaHacoBa Ja MPOABIDKK J1a pabOTH B Ta3u 00JACT HA €KOJOTHYHOTO 3aKOHOJATEJICTBO H
0COOCHO B YACTTa Ha CKOJIOTMYHUTE MPECTHIUICHUS W MEXaHW3MHTE 3a OICHKA Ha IIETUTE
BbPXY OKOJHAaTa cpela, KaKTO U BBPXY MEpPKHTE 3a 3aJb/DKaBaHEe Ha W3BBPIIMINTE
MPECTHIUVICHUSTA J]a Bb3CTAHOBABAT HAHECCHUTE IICTH.

1V. 3akiaouenue

[IpencraBenara HaydyHa mpoaykKius Ha a-p anuena AtaHacoBa, HAOyYHUTE IPUHOCH U
aKTHBHATA JEHHOCT, KOSTO Pa3BHBa B Ka4ecTBOTO U Ha mperoaBarell B I[IpaBHO-HCTOPUIECKH
(1)aKy.J'IT€T MU AaBaT OCHOBAHUA Jia 3asBd KaTCTOPUYHA IMOJOKHUTCIIHA OLICHKA U MMPEIIOPBKaA A-p
Januena JlumutpoBa ATaHacoBa Ja 3aeMe€ akKaJeMU4yHaTa IBXHOCT ,,JIOUEHT® MO
npodecrnonanno Hampasienue 3.6 ,,IIpaBo” (Hakazarenen npouec) B [IpaBHO-HcTOpHUECKUS
¢dakynrer Ha FOrozamaguus yausepcurer ,,Heopur Puncku”.

22.03.2026 1. UJieH Ha HAYIHOTO KYPH: «.'vvvennrennnnnn
bnaroesrpan (Homt. a-p Emumus [1aTtapuanosa)



SOUTHWEST UNIVERSITY “NEOFIT RILSKI”

OPINION
by Assoc. Prof. Dr. Emilia Patarchanova,

member of the Academic Jury in the Competition for the Academic Position of “Associate
Professor,” announced by Sout-West University “Neofit Rilski” in State Gazette No.
107/12.12.2025

Regarding the scientific, scientific-applied, and professional-academic activity and
output presented by Asst. Prof. Dr. Daniela Dimitrova Atanasova — the sole participant in the
competition

The present opinion is prepared on the basis of Order No. 176 of January 30, 2026,
issued by the Rector of South-West University “Neofit Rilski” — Prof. Dr. Nikolay Marin,
appointing the Academic Jury for the competition to fill the academic position of “Associate
Professor” in professional field 3.6 “Law” (Criminal Procedure), and the decision of the
academic jury adopted at its first meeting.

The prepared opinion complies with the requirements of the Law on the Development
of Academic Staff of the Republic of Bulgaria, its Implementing Regulations, and the Internal
Rules for the Development of Academic Staff at South-West University “Neofit Rilski.”

I. Summary of the Candidate’s Research Output and Activities

Assistant Professor Daniela Dimitrova Atanasova, Ph.D., is the sole candidate in the
announced competition. The scientific output submitted by the candidate meets the minimum
national scientometric requirements for holding the academic position of “associate professor”
in professional field 3.6 Law. The evidence is presented in a report on scientific output under
indicators A, B, C, and D, as well as activities under indicator E, in accordance with the
additional requirements set forth in the Internal Rules for the Development of Academic Staff
at South-West University “Neofit Rilski.”

The candidate’s research output is fully consistent with the subject matter of the
announced competition.. Evidence of this includes her habilitation thesis entitled “Criminal
Procedural Protection of the Environment in the Context of Contemporary Challenges,”
published by Neofit Rilski University, Blagoevgrad, 2026, 156 pp., ISBN 978-954-00-0447-
1, as well as publications nos. 2, 3, 5, 6, and 7 from the submitted list, focusing on issues related
to the criminal procedural protection of the environment, substantive and procedural aspects
of environmental crime, and expert and procedural competence in the investigation of
environmental offences.

Dr. Atanasova’s range of research interests is further complemented by a publication
dedicated to mental well-being and occupational stress among correctional staff. (publication
No. 4).



Two of the submitted articles (co-authored) were published in English in journals
indexed in Web of Science and Ulrich’s Periodicals Directory. Two other articles have been
published in journals from the National Reference List, one of which is in English and co-
authored, while the other is an independent work, published in Bulgarian in the journal “Law,
Politics, Administration,” which is also indexed in ERIH+. The publication in a peer-reviewed
conference proceedings of the Faculty of Law and History at South-West University “Neofit
Rilski” is also a solo work. The habilitation thesis meets all criteria for a monograph, in
accordance with the requirements set forth in the relevant regulatory documents.

The candidate in the competition earned a Ph.D. in Criminal Law in 2022 after
defending a dissertation titled: “Water Resources in the Republic of Bulgaria and Their
Protection Under Criminal Law.” Since February 2023, she has held a full-time academic
position as an Assistant Professor at the Faculty of Law and History at South-West University
“Neofit Rilski.” She teaches seminars and lectures on the subjects “Criminal Law” and
“Criminal Procedure” to students majoring in “National Security” and “Law.” She participates
as an instructor in tutorial sessions and a seminar on “Criminal Law Sciences.”

Dr. Daniela Atanasova’s teaching activities build upon her professional and practical
experience as a private practice attorney and senior legal advisor at the “Western Black Sea
Region” Basin Directorate under the Ministry of Environment and Water and at the Road
Infrastructure Agency.

I1. Description of the Candidate’s Academic and Applied Research OQutput

| hereby accept for review the publications submitted by Dr. Atanasova as part of her
application. The submitted publications demonstrate candidate’s sustained and consistent
research interest in environmental issues. This is evidenced by a defended dissertation on the
topic “Water in the Republic of Bulgaria and Its Criminal Law Protection” (Criterion A — 50
points). A monograph published based on the defended dissertation, “Criminal Protection of
Water in the Republic of Bulgaria” (Criterion D — 75 points). Two articles published in journals
indexed in Web of Science, two additional articles published in journals from the National
Reference List, and one article in a collection from a scientific conference on the topic:
“Environmental Challenges — Ecological and Legal Solutions.” The articles examine and
analyze various aspects related to environmental crimes, and the main contributions are
formulated on this basis.

The connection between the specific characteristics of environmental crimes and the
need for strengthened procedural safeguards is substantiated; The new procedural standards and
safeguards introduced by Directive (EU) 2024/1203 regarding criminal law protection of the
environment, as well as the resulting obligations and safeguards for Member States, have been
analyzed; the relationship between the quality of expert opinions and the ability to prove a
causal link between the act and the environmental harm is analyzed and demonstrated; the need
to assess environmental crimes as a high public risk and a threat to the sustainable development
of the environment, etc., is demonstrated. All articles together total 118.75 points under
indicator G.

The monograph submitted as the candidate’s primary habilitation thesis, titled “Criminal
Procedural Protection of the Environment in the Context of Contemporary Challenges,” carries
the greatest weight and significance as evidence of the candidate’s sustained research interest



in environmental issues (Criterion B — 100 points). The monograph focuses on some of the most
serious and important problems facing our contemporary society—environmental pollution and
the depletion of natural resources, which threaten the sustainable existence of the planet and its
future. These processes and threats are examined and assessed from the perspective of criminal
procedural defense. A significant portion of the monograph is devoted to the investigation of
environmental crimes in the context of global environmental crises and the new EU Directive
2024/1203. In terms of structure and content, the conceptual, normative, and practical
dimensions of the topic are clearly outlined. This lends a sense of completeness and
thoroughness to the study. The author’s effort to demonstrate the limitations of the formal
approach and to raise the question of the need to broaden the definition of an environmental
crime should also be noted and positively evaluated. This is a very important contribution not
only to theory but also one with significant practical implications regarding legal mechanisms
for environmental protection. The author demonstrates a thorough understanding of these
aspects of public international law and European Union law. She examines in detail law
enforcement issues related to a lack of expertise and/or technical training, poor coordination
among investigative authorities, and other challenges. Emphasis is placed on the need to
establish teams of specialists with expertise not only in criminal law but also in ecology and
other fields when investigating environmental crimes and applying the Criminal Code. The
proposal calls for the transposition of Directive (EU) 2024/1203 through specific amendments
to the Bulgarian Penal Code, which | consider a very important contribution with both legal and
practical significance for environmental protection. Best practices from certain European
countries and models for adaptation into Bulgarian legislation are presented, aligned with EU
environmental policy and emphasizing sustainability and civic responsibility.

The list of the candidate’s cited publications (120 points under Indicator D) significantly
exceeds the minimum of 50 points and indirectly highlights the significance of the publications
and the scientific-theoretical and scientific-applied results reflected therein.

Under Indicator E, evidence of participation in projects, including those submitted to
the National Science Fund (NSF), is presented, amounting to 45 points against the required 30
points, in accordance with the Internal Rules for the Development of Academic Staff at South-
West University “Neofit Rilski.”

I accept the summary of the candidate’s scientific contributions and highly commend
their achievements. Logically, these scientific contributions relate to the protection of the
environment under criminal law and criminal procedure. The specific characteristics and
features of environmental crimes in Bulgarian and European legislation have been identified. It
is proposed that the restoration of the environment following an environmental crime be
incorporated into Bulgarian legislation. This should be adopted as an additional measure that
does not replace the prescribed punishment. The contributions are enriched with proposed
specific legislative texts that are relevant and would have scientific and practical significance
in the upcoming transposition of Directive (EU) 2024/1203 of the European Parliament and of
the Council of 11 April 2024 related to the protection of the environment through criminal law.
The proposed chapter “Special Rules for the Prosecution of Environmental Crimes” in the Penal
Procedure Code is entirely innovative in nature. The proposals to expand and supplement other
subordinate legislation related to actions concerning whistleblowers of environmental crimes,



persons assisting in investigations, and the involvement of the interested public in criminal
proceedings are also significant.

I11. Critical Comments and Recommendations

In addition to all the merits mentioned above, this habilitation thesis has one more: its
exceptional relevance. All proposals for amendments to the Penal Code and the Penal Procedure
Code made by Dr. Atanasova, if adopted, in conjunction with the transposition of Directive
(EU) 2024/1203 of the European Parliament, will bring Bulgarian environmental legislation up
to European and global standards. They will have not only a legal but also an environmental
and economic dimension.For this very reason, | would recommend that Dr. Atanasova continue
her work in this area of environmental law, particularly with regard to environmental crimes
and mechanisms for assessing environmental damage, as well as measures to compel offenders
to remedy the damage caused.

IV. Conclusion

Dr. Daniela Atanasova’s academic work, her scholarly contributions, and the active
work she carries out as a lecturer at the Faculty of Law and History give me grounds to offer a
categorically positive assessment and recommendation that Dr. Daniela Dimitrova Atanasova
be appointed to the academic position of “Associate Professor” in professional field 3.6 “Law”
(Criminal Procedure) at the Faculty of Law and History of South-West University “Neofit
Rilski.”

March 22, 2026 Member of the Academic Jury: ..................

Blagoevgrad (Assoc. Prof. Dr. Emilia Patarchanova)



