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1. O01ma ouneHka Ha JTUCEPTALMOHHUSA TPYI

HpeI[CTaBeH € JUCCPTAINOHCH TPy, IIOCBCTCH HA U3KIIIOYHUTCIIHO aAKTyaJIHa U
3Ha4YuMa T€Ma - TpaHC(l)OpMaHI/IHTa Ha IOJUTHUHYCCKUTC MAapTUH IIOJ BLSI[GﬁCTBHGTO
Ha FJ'IO6aJ'H/I3aI_II/I$ITa. B CbBPCMCHHHA  CBAT, OclsI3aH  OT HMKOHOMHYECKA
B3aUMO3aBUCUMOCT, HOUIHUTAJIHA PCBOJIONUA, HaMaJIBall CYBCPCHUTCT Ha

HAallUOHAJIHUTC ABbPKaBU KW BB3XOJ Ha IIOIYyJIM3Ma, HU3CICABAHCTO Ha TOBA KakK
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KJTFOUOBH TIOJTMTHYECKH MHCTUTYIIMH (HE) C€ aAanThupar € OT ChIIECTBEHO HAYYHO U
MPAKTUIECKO 3HAUYCHHE. J[MCepTaHTHT CH MOCTaBA 3a e Ja ouepTae mapaMeTpuTe
Ha Te3u TpaHchopmarmu, kato ce (pokycupa BHPXy JHOEpaTHUTE IAEMOKpPAIIHH,
KOETO € OIpaBAaHO 3apajyl MBIHOIEHHOTO MPOSBICHHE Ha MapTUiiHATa JEHHOCT

HUMCHHO B TO3HU KOHTCKCT.

CrpykTypara Ha TpyAa € JIOTUYHA W MOCJEIOBaTelIHA - YBOJA, TPU I[IIaBU
(TeopeTnyHa 3a mIoOANM3AIMUATA U MApTUUTE, aHATMTUYHA 32 TpaHCHOPMAILIUUTE,
MPUWIOKHA 32 OBJTapCKusl cllydail), 3aKiIfoueHue, Jureparypa u npuHocu. O6emMbt
or 141 cTpaHullM OCHOBEH TEKCT € MPHUEMJIMB 3a JOKTOpCKa AucepTanus, a
U3MON3BaHUTE 95 M3TOUYHMKA (Ha KUPWIMIA U JIATUHUIA) TOKa3Ba 3a/I0BOJIUTEITHA

JUTEpaTypHa OCBEIOMEHOCT.

ABtopedeparbT € pa3paboTeH CBhITIACHO HOPMATHBHUTE W3WCKBAHUS U
ChIbpKa OCHOBHHUTE MPOOJIEMHU U MBTHUINATA 33 TAXHOTO pellaBaHE, MOCOYEHH B
AucepTalMoHHus Tpya. Toi naBa HeoOxoaumara MpeAcTaBa 3a HayyHaTa CTOHHOCT
U TMpakTU4YecKaTa MPWIOKHUMOCT HAa TMOCTUTHATHTE pPE3YNTaTH OT JIOKTOpaHTa.

CaMOOI_IeHKaTa Ha IIPUHOCHUTC € aICKBATHA.

JlucepTallMOHHUAT TPyI B MpEACTaBEHUs BUJA NOKpUBa (opManHUTE U
ChABPKATEITHUTE U3UCKBAHUS HA JEHUCTBAINTE HOPMATUBHU NTOKYMEHTH - 3PACPD,
KakTo U [IpaBuiIHKKa 32 HErOBOTO IIPWJIAraHe U JOKYMEHTUTE Ha biaroesrpaackus

YHUBEPCHUTET.
2. AHAJIM3 HA CHABPKAHUETO U HAYYHH NPUHOCH
Jucepranusita uMa CIeAHUTE CUITHU CTPAHU U IPUHOCH:

IIbpBo, Ppopmynupana e sicHa M JOKa3yema XHUIOTe3a, Y€ MOJUTHUYCCKUTE
[IAPTUU TPETHPIABAT CBHIIECTBEHH IIPOMEHM B CBOATA CBUIHOCT, CTPYKTYypa,
(GYHKIMU U poJis B YCIOBUATA Ha miobanu3anus. ToBa HE € TPUBHAIIHO TBbPJEHUE,
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a o0ocHOBaHAa TC34d, KOJATO aBTOPHT MHOKa3Ba 4YpPC3 aHAJIMU3 Ha CpO3HATA HaA

MNpCACTAaBUTCIIHATA, YIIPABJICHCKATA U HACOJIOTHUCCKATa (byHKI_II/II/I Ha IMapTUuuTeE.

Bropo, npuHOocHuTe, MOCOYEHH B aBTOpedepara, ca KOHKPETHU U COIUIHH.
TBBpIEHHETO, UE TOBA € TBPBOTO CUCTEMATU3HUPAIO JUCEPTALMOHHO HU3CIIEBAHE B
Obarapckara nonaurtosorus no tazu tema (IIpunoc Nel), oTroBapst Ha McTHHATA.
KonnenTtyanu3zupaHeTo Ha HOBUTE PA3[EIUTEIHU JUHUN (KOCMOIIOIUTU3BM CpELLy
HapTUKYyJIapyu3bM, MEUYENMBIIM Cpelly ry0emu oT miobanu3auusra) € BaKeH

TEOPETUYEH MPUHOC, KOWTO oboraTsiBa aHaiu3a Ha naptuitnute cucremu (IIpuHoc

Ne2).

Tpeto, ocobeHO IeHHA € YacTTa, MOCBETeHa Ha AurnTanu3anusaTa (T. 2.4.1.).
CucteMaTU3UpaHETO Ha JUTHUTAIHUTE CIOCOOM W HWHCTPYMEHTH, 4Ype3 KOUTO
CbBPEMEHHUTE MapTUM JOCTUraT Jo0 u3duparenure u  TpaHchopMmupar
OpraHU3aIMOHHUTE CH CTPYKTYPHU OT BEPTUKAITHU KbM XOPU30HTAJIHH, € ChIIIECTBEH

MPUHOC 3a pa30UpPaHETO HA CbBPEMEHHUS MOJIUTUUYECKA MAPKETUHT U KOMYHUKALIUS

(ITpunoc Ne3).

YeTBbPTO, TPETA IVIaBa OUEpTaBa CHEHU(PUKUTE HA OBITapCKUS KOHTEKCT.
AHanu3bT Ha HETPAWHOCTTA Ha TOBEYETO OBJITapCKu NapTuu, 3anazpanero Ha ' EPB,
BCII n JIIC xato oTHOCUTENHO cTaOUIHU (hopMalu, KakTo U IMOosiBaTa Ha HOBU
KOQJHUINK, € NPUJIOKHO IIeHEeH. BkitouBaHeTo Ha AeMHOCTTAa Ha OBJIrapCcKUTe
naptuv B EBpornelickusi nmapiamMeHT 100aBs HaJHAIMOHAIHO U3MEPEHHE, KOETO €

3aIBJDKUTENTHO TP TeMa 3a riobanuzanusita ([Ipunoc No4).

IleTo, amOunuaTa 1a ce mpeogosee TPATUIIMOHHOTO JEICHHE ,,JITBO-ISICHO
U J1a Cc€ TOKaKE HAaBJIM3aHETO Ha MOMYJIMCTKUA IIATHOPMH KaTo pPe3yiTar oT
o0aIM3allMOHHMS HATUCK, € J0Ope 3a0ens3aHa TeHACHIUSA, KOSITO KOPECTIOHINPa

C Hall-HOBUTE CBETOBHM IMOJIUTOJIOTUUHU HU3CJICABAHUA.



3. KputnuHu 0eie’KKU U NPenopbKu

B’prGKI/I O6I.IIOTO IMOJIO)KUTCIIHO BIICHATIICHUC, TPYABT OCTABA MACTO 3a

HAKOW KPUTUYHHA OCJICKKHU U BBIIPOCH:

Kparkoct Ha  MeTomosiorudyeckoro o0ocHoBaBaHe: B paznen
,,METOIOIOTHS U METOAU ca M30POCHM IMOAXOAU (MHTEPIUCIUIUTMHAPEH,
CPaBHUTEIIHO-UCTOPUYECKH, WHAYKTUBEH, BTOPUYEH aHalM3), HO JIMIICBA
KOHKpETHKA KaK TOYHO ca MpUIIokeH. Kak e nmpoBeileH BTOPUYHUSAT aHAIN3?
Kou ca kirouoBUTE JOKYMEHTH M MYOJIMYHU PEYM, MOIOKEHH Ha aHaIU3?
ToBa oTciabBa yOenmuTeTHOCTTa HA HAyYHHUS arapar.

Jlunca Ha co0cTBeHa eMnupUYHA 0a3a: 3a ChKaJICHUE, HE € OCHIIECTBEHO
CaMOCTOSITEJTHO €MITUPUYHO H3CJie/IBaHe (MHTEPBIOTA C MApTUUHU JIUJEPH,
aHKETH cpell HU30uparesid, CpaBHUTEIEH Ka3yCeH aHallu3 Ha KOHKPETHU
napTUU B Pa3UYHU JbpKaBu). TPyAbT pa3yuTa MOYTH U3LSI0 HA BTOPUYHU
U3TOYHUIM U TEOPETUUEH 0030P, KOETO HE € HEJIOMyCTUMO, HO JUCepTalUsITa
OTIpEICICHO O Creuenuia, ako MpUTeXaBalle TMOHE €IUH EJIIEMEHT Ha
I'bPBUYEH EMIIMPUYCH AHAIIU3.

E3uxoBo-cTuiimcTuunu  mponycku: B aBropedepara ce 3abensszBar
NOBTOpEHMsT (HAmp. 3a poyisiTa Ha HalMOHANIHAara Jbp)KaBa), JIEKU
CTUJIMCTUYHU HECHBBPIICHCTBA M HSIKOM HENPEHU3HU (POPMYIUPOBKHU
(,,IApTUUTE HaBIsA30Xa MOIIHO B JAururaiHara epa‘). IlpenopbuBam
BHHMMATEJIHA PEAAKIUS HA LENNs TEKCT, aKo CE MIIAHUpPa HETOBOTO U3/1aBaHE.
OrpaHn4eHoOCT HA OBJATapCKUAT KOHTEKCT: AHAIu3bT Ha CUTyalusATa B
boarapus (1. 3.2.) e cwiHO (QOKycHpaH BBPXY HACTOSIIMS MOMEHT H
KOHKpeTHU mnapTuu. ToBa HOCH PUCK PUCKYyBa TPYAbT Obp30 Ja 3aryou OT

aKTyaJIHOCTTa cH. bu OUjo yMecTHO J1a ce u3BenaT mo-o0uiy 3aKOHOMEPHOCTH



3a TpaHC(I)OpMaLII/IHTa Ha IMAPpTHUHUTC B TIOCTKOMYHUCTUYCCKUTC ACMOKpAlUH,

KaTo OBJATAPCKUAT Cly4yal € UIoCTpalus.
4. 3akj0ueHne U OLeHKA

[IpencraBenusiT ananu3 aokaspa, ye ['purop Acenos IlamoB e pazpadboTun
3aIbJI00YEH, CTPYKTYpPHpPAaH M aKTyaJeH TUCEPTAIMOHEH TPyHd, KOWTO 3ambliBa
mpa3HoTa B ObJTapcKara IOJHMTOJIOTHYHA JUTEparypa. ABTOPBT JIEMOHCTPHpA
CIIOCOOHOCT J1a paboTH C TEOPETUUYEH Marepual, aa 0000IIaBa CI0XKHHU MPOIECH U
Ja TpaBu TMPUIOKHHU M3BOAM 3a OBJTapckara MOJMTHYECKa peanHocT. Haydnwre

MIPUHOCH ca peTHU U 100pe hopMyIupaHu.

Bbnpeku Hskou c1abOCTH B METOJ0JIOTMYECKATa U EMIIMPUYHA YacCT (KOUTO
ca MPEeNopbKy, a He (aTaTHU HETOCTATHIIN), JUCEPTAIMMOHHUAT TPYIl OTTOBAaps Ha
M3UCKBAHUATA 3a MPU0O0MBaHEe Ha oOpas3oBareiiHaTa U Hay4yHa CTEIEH ,,JJOKTOP®.
JInun 3appnOodyeHara padoOTa Ha JOKTOPAHTAa U KOMIETEHTHOTO PBKOBOACTBO Ha

nmpod. MaHOB.
Ha u3noxxeHnuTe OCHOBaHUS:

Haam ITOJIOKUTEJ/IHA oneHka Ha JMCEPTALNMOHHHUS TPYyd M
Npenopb4BaM Ha YBaKaeMOTO HAYYHO KypH Ja npucbau Ha I'purop AceHos
IlamoB o0Opa3oBareHaTa M Hay4YHa CTeNeH ,,JJOKTOP* B 00JlacT Ha BHCIIE
oOpasoBanue 3. CoumMajaHU, CTONAHCKM WU INPABHM HAYKH, NMPOPECHOHATHO

HanpasjeHue 3.3. [loanTuyecku HayKH.

7.05.2026 1. Peuensenr:

npod- 1-p Anekcanasp MapuHoB
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PhD Thesis:

TRANSFORMATION OF POLITICAL PARTIES UNDER THE
CONDITIONS OF GLOBALIZATION

Author: Grigor Asenov Pashov

Scientific Supervisor: Prof. Boris Manov, PhD

1. General Assessment of the Dissertation

The presented abstract reveals a dissertation dedicated to an exceptionally
current and significant topic — the transformation of political parties under the
influence of globalization. In the modern world, marked by economic
interdependence, digital revolution, diminishing national sovereignty, and the rise of
populism, researching how key political institutions adapt (or fail to adapt) is of

substantial scientific and practical importance. The candidate aims to outline the



parameters of these transformations, focusing on liberal democracies, which is

justified due to the full manifestation of party activity precisely in this context.

The structure of the work is logical and consistent — introduction, three
chapters (theoretical on globalization and parties, analytical on transformations,
applied to the Bulgarian case), conclusion, bibliography, and contributions. The
volume of 141 pages of main text is acceptable for a doctoral dissertation, and the
use of 95 sources (in Cyrillic and Latin script) indicates satisfactory literary

awarcncess.

The PhD thesis is in line with the requirements of the Development of
Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria Act (DASRBA), and the regulations of
Blagoevgrad University.

The abstract of the PhD thesis is in line with the requirements and contains
the main methodological points and research steps, thus giving a full picture of the
scientific achievements of the author. The self-assessment of the dissertation

contributions is precise.
2. Analysis of Content and Scientific Contributions

The review demonstrates that the dissertation has the following strengths and

contributions:

First, a clear and provable hypothesis is formulated: that political parties
undergo significant changes in their essence, structure, functions, and role under the
conditions of globalization. This is not a trivial statement but a well-founded thesis
that the author proves by analyzing the erosion of the representative, governing, and

ideological functions of parties.



Second, the contributions outlined in the abstract are specific and solid. The
claim that this is the first systematic doctoral research in Bulgarian political science
on this topic (Contribution No. 1) is convincing. The conceptualization of new
dividing lines (cosmopolitanism vs. particularism, winners vs. losers of
globalization) 1s an important theoretical contribution that enriches the analysis of

party systems (Contribution No. 2).

Third, the section dedicated to digitalization (section 2.4.1.) is particularly
valuable. Systematizing the digital methods and tools through which modern parties
reach voters and transform their organizational structures from vertical to horizontal
is a significant contribution to understanding contemporary political marketing and

communication (Contributions No. 3).

Fourth, the third chapter outlines the specifics of the Bulgarian context. The
analysis of the transience of most Bulgarian parties, the preservation of GERB, BSP,
and DPS as relatively stable formations, as well as the emergence of new coalitions,
is practically valuable. Including the activities of Bulgarian parties in the European
Parliament adds a supranational dimension, which is mandatory for a topic like

globalization (Contribution No. 4).

Fifth, the ambition to overcome the traditional "left-right" division and show
the emergence of populist platforms as a result of globalization pressure is a well-
observed trend that corresponds with the latest international political science

research.
3. Critical Notes and Recommendations

Despite the overall positive impression, the abstract leaves room for some

critical remarks and questions:



- Relative sparsity of Methodological Presentation: In the "Methodology
and Methods" section, approaches are listed (interdisciplinary,
comparative-historical, inductive, secondary analysis), but details on their
exact application are missing. How was the secondary analysis conducted?
What are the key documents and public speeches that were analyzed? This
weakens the persuasiveness of the scientific apparatus.

- Primary empirical Basis: The abstract does not mention any own
empirical research (interviews with party leaders, surveys of voters,
comparative case analysis of specific parties in different countries). The
work appears to rely almost entirely on secondary sources and theoretical
review. For a doctoral dissertation, it is advisable to have at least one
element of primary empirical analysis.

- Some linguistic and Stylistic Gaps: The abstract contains repetitions
(e.g., regarding the role of the nation-state), minor stylistic imperfections,
and some imprecise phrasings (e.g., "parties powerfully entered the digital
era"). Careful editing of the entire text is recommended if it is planned to
be published.

- Some limitations of the Bulgarian Context: The analysis of Bulgaria
(section 3.2.) is heavily focused on the present moment and on specific
parties. This risks the work quickly becoming outdated. It would be
appropriate to derive more general patterns regarding the transformation
of parties in post-communist democracies, using the Bulgarian case as an

1llustration.
4. Conclusion and Evaluation

The overview proves that Grigor Asenov Pashov has developed a thorough,

structured, and current dissertation that fills a gap in the Bulgarian political science



literature. The author demonstrates an ability to work with theoretical material,
summarize complex processes, and draw applied conclusions for the Bulgarian

political reality. The scientific contributions are real and well-formulated.

Despite some weaknesses in the methodological and empirical part (which
serve as recommendations, not fatal flaws), the dissertation meets the requirements
for obtaining the educational and scientific degree "Doctor" (PhD). The candidate's

in-depth work and the competent supervision of Prof. Manov are evident.
Having this in mind,

I give a POSITIVE assessment of the dissertation and recommend that
the esteemed scientific jury award Grigor Asenov Pashov the educational and
scientific degree "Doctor" in the field of higher education 3. Social, Economic

and Legal Sciences, professional field 3.3. Political Science.

07.05.2026 Reviewer:

Prof. Aleksandar Marinov, PhD
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