PELHEH3USA
Ha IUCEPTaLMOHEH TPYA
»~A3UE3BAIIUTE I'PAJIOBE: (HE)Y CTOMUYHUBOTO I'PAJICKO
PA3BUTHE B BBJITAPUSA CJIE/ 1989 I'.«,
c aprop IBO I'EOPI'MEB IIEIITIY HOB, penoBeH TOKTOPaHT KbM Karenpa
,Kynryponorus“ Ha O3V ,,Heodur Puiicku mo npodecronamto

HanpasieHue 3.1. ,,Counonorus, aHTpOIOJIOTUSI U HAYKH 3a KyJTypara

ot gou. a-p JIpuezap AHTOHOB

Kparka mHdopmanusa 3a AucepraHTa

UBo IMemyHoB npumobuBa 6akansaBbpcka cremneH no ,Kyatyposorus“
npe3 2004 r. B IO3Y ,Heodbutr Puicku“ m marucrbpcka cTemeH II0
sComuosorus“ mpe3 2018 r. B CY ,CB. Kiomment Oxpuacku®. Crex
3aBbPIIBAHETO Ha CBosTa Marucrpatypa UMBo IlelyHOB e 3a4uciieH 3a
JIOKTOPaHT B pefloBHA hopMa Ha o0ydeHUe KbM KaTeapa ,, Kyaryposorusa“ Ha
I03Y ,Heodwutr Puncku“. B pamkuTe Ha CcBOATa JOKTOPAHTypa TOH HMa
peanu3vpaHa efHa HU3XOJAINA MOOWJIHOCT IO Iporpama ,Erasmus+“ B
Yuusepcurera Ha [lanepmo.

NBo IlemyHOB MMa Tpu MyOJIMKAIIMM, KOUTO HaMUpaMm 3a HAI'bJIHO
peJeBaHTHM Ha TeMmaTa Ha JIHUCEepTallMOHHMS My Tpya. bpolikata Ha Te3u
nyOJWKalUu OTroBaps Ha MHUHHMAQJIHO H3WCKyeMara IyOJMKaImOHHA
MIPOJIYKIIHS 32 IPUI00MBaHETO HAa o0pa3oBaTe/IHaTa U HayYHa CTEIEH ,,IOKTOP”
M0 CHOTBETHOTO Mpo(ecHoHaTHO HampaBjieHue, cbriacHo IlpaBunHuka 3a

npunarane Ha 3PACPB.

IIpeacraBsaHe HA JUCEPTAMOHHUA TPY/,
IIpencraBeHUsAT QUCEPTALMOHEH TPYI Ha Tema ,,M3ue3Bamure rpanose:

(He)ycroitunBoTo rpaacko pa3Butue B buiarapus cien 1989 r.* pasraexaa equn



M3KITIOYUTEIIHO AaKTyaJIeH W CONHATHO 3HAYMM TIPOOJIeM, CHUTYHpaH B
MpeceyHara ToYKa MEeXIy KyJITypOJIOTHsTa, COIIMOJIOTUATAa U YPOAHUCTUYHUTE
uscnenBanus. TeKCTHT € ¢ BreyamsBammsIT obem ot 416 cTpanumm u e
CTPYKTYpHUpaH B YBOJ, TPH TJIaBU, 3aKJIIOUeHUE, OMOIMorpadus U MpHUIOKECHHUS.

JucepranmsiTa € mpuapyxeHa oT aBTopedepar ¢ odem ot 18 cTp., KOHTO
KOPEKTHO Y CHUHTE3MPAHO OTpa3siBa OCHOBHHUTE MapaMeTpu Ha MpPECTaBEHUS
TPYyI — HETOBaTa TEMaTHYHA HACOYEHOCT M 00XBAT, U3CJICAOBATCIICKUTE TSI U
3aa4u, MpeAMET U OOEKT, METONOJIOTUsl U CTpyKTypa. B aBropedepara ca
W3BEICHU OCHOBHUTE TEOPETUYHU W HAYYHO-TIPUIOKHU TPUHOCH, KOWUTO
npremMam 3a TakuBa 0e3 Bb3paKeHHE; BKIIOUYEH € U CIIUCHK C MyOJIMKAIMUTE Ha

JOKTOpPAaHTAa 110 TCMaTa Ha AuccpranuAaTa.

AKTYaJIHOCT ¥ 3HAYMMOCT HA TeMaTa

Temara Ha qucepTanusiTa € 6€3COPHO aKTyalHa, Thid KaTO C€ OTHACS 10
byHIaMeHTaIHU TpaHCc(popMauy B CbBPEMEHHOTO 00ILIECTBO, IPOTUYAIIH MO
BIMSHUE Ha TIPOIECUTE Ha JCUHJIyCTpUaIM3alMs, JIeMOrpadcku CpuB,
COLIMATTHO-UKOHOMHMYECKH HEPABEHCTBA U €KOJIOTUYHU Kpu3u. B buirapus cien
1989 r. Te3u mpouecu npugoOUBaT 0COOEHA OCTPOTAa M HAMHUPAT CBOETO SPKO
MPOSIBSIBJICHUE B SIBJICHUETO ,,M34€3BAIllM I'PajioBe — SBJICHUE C MHOMXECTBO
JOKQJIHA Cenu(UKH, KOUTO aBTOPHT € HUIASCHTU(DUIMpPAT KOMIIETCHTHO H
aHAIM3Upall B IbJI0OoOuYnHA. HeroBute aHanmmsu mnpujaBaT apryMeHTaTHBHA
TEXECT Ha OTCTOSIBAHATa B JUCEpTALIMATA T€3a, Y€ YCTOMYUBOTO pPa3BUTHE HE €
caMO TEOpeTHYHA KOHLEMIHMs, a HEeoOXoAuma paMmKa 3a IpEeoJ0JIIBaHE Ha
JBJIOOKUTE CTPYKTYPHH JUCOAJIaHCH, 3acsTallli KAaKTO MKOHOMUYECKAaTa, Taka 1

coIaliHaTa U eKoJoruyHara cdepa.

OcHOBHH HJIECU U TEOPETHYHA pPaMKa HA U3CJICABAHETO

JucepTailMOHHUAT TPy ce 6a3upa BbPXY HAKOJIKO KIIFOUOBU UJICH:



e KOHIEMIMATA 3a ,,pUCKOBOTO OOIINECTBO® KaTO XapaKTepUCTHKA Ha
KbCHaTa MOJIEPHOCT, B KOSTO TIJIOOAJHUTE PUCKOBE (EKOJIOTMYHH,
MKOHOMUYECKH, TEXHOJOTMYHU) ,,LHUPKYIUpPAT B YCIOBUATA Ha
HEOIPEIEICHOCT M Henpeapuaumoct™ (ctp. 14);

¢ pa30dupaHeTo 32 YCTOWYMBOTO Pa3BUTHE KATO XOJIMCTUYHA U HOPMATHUBHA
napagurma, KOATO IeldM OallaHC MEXJy WKOHOMHKA, OOIIECTBO H
pUPOA;

e poOJISITa Ha Ipajia KaTo LEHTPAJIEH JIOKYC HAa CbBPEMEHHUTE TPOTUBOPEU NS
MEXK]y pacTe€X U YCTOMYUBOCT;

e TE€3aTa 3a ,,d34e3BalUTE I'pajioBe” KaTo CHerupUuyHO MPOSBICHUE Ha
HEYCTOMYMBOTO Pa3BUTHE B MOCTCOLUAIUCTUYECKH KOHTEKCT.

Oco0eHO BHMMaHUE B JMCEpTalMATa 3acily’aBa KYITYPHUSIT pakypc,
ype3 KOWTO aBTOPBT HMHTEPIPETUPA YCTOWYMBOCTTA HE CaMO Karo
MKOHOMMYECKA WITM €KOJIOTUYHA KaTEeropus, a KaTo NpoLec, B KOWTO KyJITypara

(GyHKUIMOHUPA KAaTO JBUTATE HA PA3BUTHE U COL[MATTHA KOXE3USI.

OCHOBHU M3BOJIH HA JUCEPTAIUATA:

1. YcToitunBOTO pa3BUTHE TMPEACTABIsABa OTBOPEH U JUHAMHUYEH
KOHIICITyaJIeH MOJeJ, KOWTO HENpPEeKbCHATO C€ TMPOMEHsS TOJ
BB3/ICHCTBUETO HA TII00ATHUTE KPU3H.

2. bearapckute rtpamoe cienq 1989 1. ce cOTBCKBAT CBhC CHCTEMHU
npobjeMu — jaemorpad)CKu cCraj, UKOHOMHYECKAa MapruHaIM3alus U
3aBHCHMOCT OT IO-TOJIEMU YPOAHUCTUIHH IICHTPOBE.

3. I'pan Ilepuuk e mpeacTaBeH KaTo eMOJIeMaTHYeH MpuMep 3a
JEUHIYCTPUAIM3UPaH Tpajl, KOMUTO HArjJeJHO HU WIIOCTpUpA KaKTO
PUCKOBETE, Taka U Bb3MOXKHOCTUTE 32 YCTOMYMBO Pa3BUTHE.

4. Kynrypara, MECTHUTE MOJUTUKU U TPAXKIAHCKOTO Y4aCTHE Ca KIIFOUOBU

dakTopu 3a mpexojia KbM yCTONYHBOCT.



5. OuensABaHETO HA rPaJOBETE HE € PAaBHO3HAYHO HA YCTOWYUBO Pa3BUTHE —

H€06XOI[I/IMO € KaQ4CCTBCHO HOBO pa36HpaHe 34 pa3BUTUC, OPUCHTHUPAHO

KbM JIBITOCPOYHA CTAOUITHOCT.

Hayynu npunocu

I[I/IcepTaI_[I/IOHHI/IﬂT TPYd HpCACTaBIIBa OPUTUHAJICH OIIMT 3a OCMUHCJISIHEC

Ha MpoOJEeMUTE HA HEYCTOMYMBOTO IpaJICKO pa3BUTHE B bbiarapus kakto B

TCOPCTHYCH, TaKa U B IPAKTUKO-TIPHUIIOKCHHU I1JIaH. HpI/IHOCI/ITG Ha aBTOpa Morar

na Opaat 00001IeHN B HIKOJIKO HApaBICHUS:

CUCTEMATH3alHs] U KPUTHYEH AHAIN3 HA TEOPETUYHUTE KOHUEIILHMH 32
YCTOMYMBO PA3BUTHE U TSIXHATA €BOIIOLINS;

BbBEK/IAHE U KOHLENTYyAJIM3UPaHE Ha MOHATUETO ,,M34E€3BAlllN IpagoBe’
B OBJITapCKU KOHTEKCT;

eMIUpUYHO u3cneaBane (case study) Ha rpaa IlepHuk, KoeTo chueraBa
KOJIMYECTBEHU M Ka4€CTBEHU METO/MU;

M3BEXKIaHE HA MPAKTUYECKU HACOKHU 33 YCTOMYMBO PA3BUTHE HA MAJIKU U
cpeaHu rpagoBe B bearapus;

aKIIEHTUPAHE BbPXY POJIATA HAa KyJATypaTa KaTo (akTop 3a yCTOWYHUBOCT

— MPUHOC C UHTEPIUCIUILUIMHAPEH XapaKTep.

Kputuunu 0es1e:kKHM M NpenopbKH

[TonsaTHeTO ,M3ue3Ballld TpajoBe, BBBEACHO OT aBTOpa € JI00pe

00OCHOBAHO U 33/1bJI00YECHO Pa3pabOTEHO, HO HE € CbOTHECEHO KbM JPYTH, BeUe

VIBbpPJECHU (Haii-Beue B ypOaHUCTUKATA U JEeMOTrpad)CKUTE H3CICABAHUA)

IOHATHA, ¢ KOUTO CaMOTO TO CIIOACIIA MHOXKCECTBO CXOAHH XAPAKTCPHUCTUKHU -

KaTo HampuMep IOHATHATA ,.CcBUBamM ce rpagose” (Shrinking cities) u

,,ooesmoasBaiu ce rpagose” (Depopulating cities). CpiieBpeMEHHO B TeKCTa

HC Ca M3BCACHH H AOCTATBbYHO ACHH M TOYHO OIPCACICHHU KPHUTCPHUU WU



WHJIUKATOpU 3a TOBa, KOTa €IUH Trpaj MoOxke 3a ObAe KiIacupUIMpPaH KaTo
,,A3Ue3Ball".

Benpekn — oTmpaBeHWTE ~— KPUTHYHU  OCNEKKH,  CcUWATaM,  4e
JTUCEPTALMOHHUAT TPYA HMMa TMOMUYEPTAaHO MPUHOCEH XapaKTep W 3aciyXaBa
TIOJIOKHUTEITHA OIleHKA. BojieH OT yOexk/IeHueTo cH, 4e TPYyAbT ce OTJIMYaBa C
MHOTO SICHO aBTOPCKO IPHUCHCTBHE, a MPOBEJIEHOTO U3CJIe/[BaHe IPUTEKABA

663CHOPHI/I Hay4YHU I[OCTOfIHCTB&, IIpEnopbYBaM Ha AOKTOpAaHTaA Jda HAallpaBU

HAKOU JpeOHU pe/laKIIUuM Ha TeKCTa U Jja To my0JInKyBa KaTo MOHOTpadus.

3akirouenue

JvcepTallMOHHUAT TPy MPEACTaBIIABA 3HAYUMO WU AKTYaJIHO HAYyYHO
U3cieBaHe, KOETO JOMPUHACA 32 TEOPETUYHOTO OCMUCIISIHE HA KOHLICTILIHATA 32
YCTOMYMBO Pa3BUTHUE U MOBIUTa BaXKHU BBIIPOCH 3a OBJCIIETO HA OBJITapCKUTE
rpagoBe. TpyabT ce oriinyaBa ¢ sicHO (GOpMYJIHMpaHa U3CIEA0BATEICKA LENl U
no0pe CTpYKTypHUpaHa KOMIIO3UIMS, C aHaJIUTUYHA 3aJbJIOOYEHOCT U
OPUTMHATHOCT. ABTOPBHT € HamlpaBui € 00OCTOEH M MHOTOIUIACTOB aHAJIW3 Ha
pa3IMYHM acHeKTH Ha pas3riiekJaHaTa OT HEro mnpooOsieMarhka, oOXBallalll
IIMPOK CHEKTHP OT U3TOYHMUILIM. TOM € yCIsiil 1a chueTae, o €A1H MPOTYKTUBEH
32 CaMOTO W3CJIEJIBAHE HAYWH, TEOPETUYEH M EMIMUPUYEH MOJXO0J, KOETO
IIpH/IaBa AOIIBIHUTENIHA HAYYHA TEKECT Ha 3aIIUTaBAHUTE OT HETO HAYYHH TE3U.
Bb3 ocHOBa Ha BCMYKO TOBa IpeayiaraM Ha yBaxkaemoro HaydHo xypu na
npucsaun Ha WBo I'eoprues llemyHoB oOpa3oBarenHara M Hay4dHa CTENEH
,»,JloKTOp** B IpodhecnonanHo HamnpasyieHue 3.1. Couonaorus, aHTPOIOJIOTUs U

HayKH 32 KyJATypaTa.

18.06.2026 no1. 1-p JIbuesap AHTOHOB
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Brief information about the PhD candidate

Ivo Peshunov obtained his Bachelor’s degree in Cultural Studies in 2004 at
South-West University “Neofit Rilski” and his Master’s degree in Sociology in
2018 at Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”. After completing his Master’s
degree, Ivo Peshunov was enrolled as a PhD student at the Department of
Cultural Studies (South-West University “Neofit Rilski”’). During his doctoral
studies, he completed an outgoing mobility within the Erasmus+ programme at
the University of Palermo.

Ivo Peshunov has three publications that | consider fully relevant to the
topic of his dissertation. The number of publications meets the minimum
requirements for publication activity necessary for the acquisition of the
educational and scientific degree “Doctor” in the respective professional field,
according to the Regulations for the Implementation of the Development of

Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria Act.

Presentation of the dissertation thesis
The submitted dissertation thesis entitled “Disappearing Cities:
(Un)Sustainable Urban Development in Bulgaria after 1989” examines an

extremely relevant and socially significant issue situated at the intersection of



cultural studies, sociology, and urban studies. The text has an impressive volume
of 416 pages and is structured into an introduction, three chapters, conclusion,
bibliography, and appendices.

The dissertation is accompanied by an abstract of 18 pages, which
accurately and concisely reflects the main parameters of the presented research
— its thematic focus and scope, research objectives and tasks, subject and object
of study, methodology, and structure. The abstract outlines the main theoretical
and applied scientific contributions, which I accept without reservation; it also
includes a list of the doctoral candidate’s publications related to the dissertation

topic.

Relevance and significance of the topic

The topic of the dissertation is undoubtedly relevant, as it concerns
fundamental transformations in contemporary society occurring under the
influence of processes of deindustrialisation, demographic decline, socio-
economic inequalities, and ecological crises.

In Bulgaria after 1989, these processes have acquired particular intensity
and are clearly manifested in the phenomenon of “disappearing cities” — a
phenomenon characterized by multiple local specificities that the author has
competently identified and analysed in depth.

The author’s analyses provide argumentative support for the thesis
defended in the dissertation that sustainable development is not merely a
theoretical concept, but a necessary framework for overcoming the deep

structural imbalances affecting economic, social, and environmental spheres.

Main ideas and theoretical framework of the research

The dissertation is based on several key ideas:



e the concept of the “risk society” as a characteristic of late modernity, in
which global risks (ecological, economic, and technological) “circulate
under conditions of uncertainty and unpredictability” (p. 14);

e the understanding of sustainable development as a holistic and normative
paradigm aimed at achieving a balance between economy, society, and
nature;

e the role of the city as a central locus of contemporary contradictions
between growth and sustainability;

e the thesis of “disappearing cities” as a specific manifestation of
unsustainable development in the post-socialist context.

Particular attention in the dissertation should be given to the cultural
perspective through which the author interprets sustainability not only as an
economic or ecological category, but also as a process in which culture functions

as a driver of development and social cohesion.

Main conclusions of the dissertation

1. Sustainable development represents an open and dynamic conceptual
model that continuously changes under the influence of global crises.

2. Bulgarian cities after 1989 have faced systemic problems — demographic
decline, economic marginalisation, and dependence on larger urban
centres.

3. The city of Pernik is presented as an emblematic example of a
deindustrialised city, illustrating both the risks and the possibilities for
sustainable development.

4. Culture, local policies, and civic participation are key factors in the
transition towards sustainability.

5. The survival of cities is not equivalent to sustainable development — a
gualitatively new understanding of development is required, oriented

towards long-term stability.



Scientific contributions
The dissertation represents an original attempt to conceptualise the
problems of unsustainable urban development in Bulgaria, both from a
theoretical and a practical-applied perspective.
The author’s contributions can be summarised in several areas:
e systematisation and critical analysis of theoretical concepts of sustainable
development and their evolution;
e introduction and conceptualisation of the notion of “disappearing cities”
within the Bulgarian context;
e anempirical study (case study) of the city of Pernik, combining quantitative
and qualitative methods;
e formulation of practical guidelines for sustainable development of small
and medium-sized cities in Bulgaria;
e emphasis on the role of culture as a factor of sustainability — a contribution

of an interdisciplinary nature.

Critical remarks and recommendations

The concept of “disappearing cities”, introduced by the author, is well-
founded and developed in depth; however, it is not sufficiently positioned in
relation to other already established concepts, particularly in the fields of urban
studies and demographic research, with which it shares many similar
characteristics — such as the concepts of “shrinking cities” and “depopulating
cities”. At the same time, the dissertation does not provide sufficiently clear and
precisely defined criteria or indicators for determining when a city can be
classified as a “disappearing city.”

Despite these critical remarks, | consider that the dissertation has a clearly
contributory character and deserves a positive evaluation. | am guided by the

conviction that the work demonstrates a strong authorial presence and that the



conducted research possesses undeniable scientific merits. | recommend that the
PhD candidate make some minor editorial revisions to the text and publish it as

a monograph.

Conclusion

The dissertation thesis represents a significant and current scientific
research that contributes to the theoretical understanding of the concept of
sustainable development and raises important questions concerning the future of
Bulgarian cities. The work is distinguished by a clearly formulated research
objective and well-structured composition, analytical depth, and originality. The
author has conducted a comprehensive and multilayered analysis of various
aspects of the examined problem, covering a broad range of sources. He has
successfully combined, in a productive manner, theoretical and empirical
approaches, which provides additional scientific weight to the defended research
arguments.

Based on all of this, | propose to the Scientific Jury to award Ivo Georgiev
Peshunov the educational and scientific degree "Doctor" in professional field 3.1.

Saociology, Anthropology and Cultural Sciences.

18 June 2026 Assoc. Prof. Dr. Lachezar Antonov



