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Ommnocno: llpouemypa 3a 3ammuTa Ha JUCEPTAIIMOHEH TPy 3a npuckxaane Ha OHC ,,mokTop”
0 JIOKTOpPCKa Mporpama ,, ['eopust 1 uCTopus Ha KyaTypara” B 00JlacTTa Ha BHUCIIE 00pa3oBaHue
3. CouuanHu, CTONAHCKU U IIPaBHU HayKH, MPO(eCcHoHaIHO HalpaBJIeHNUe
3.1. Coumonorus, aHTPONOJIOTUS U HAYKH 3a KyJITypara
3a aucepTanMoHHUs TPy ,,M34e3Bamnure rpagose.(He)ycToR4nBOTO rpajicko pa3BUTHE B
bwarapus cien 1989 roguna” ¢ aBTop penoseH gokrtopanT UBo ['eoprues IlemyHos,
PEIOBEH JOKTOPAHT B
103V ,Heodut Puncku* - bnaroesrpan

®dakynrer no u3kycrara, Karegpa ,,Kynarypomorus*

1. Wudopmanus 3a KOHKypca
3amuTara ce MpOBEXAa crnopen pemieHue Ha DakynTeTHusi chbBeT Ha Pakynrera Mo
m3kyctBa Ha KO3V, ¢ mpotokon 44/07.05.2026. HaydyHOTO >Xypu € ONpEACICHO ChC 3amoBe
1139 or 11.05.2026 na pekropa nHa IO3Y ,Heodutr Pmicku” npod.Hukonaii Mapus.

3aKOHOBHTE MPOLEAYPH Ca CIIa3eHH.

2. H3nmbiHeHHMe HA M3MCKBAHUSTA 32 JOMYCKaHe /10 3a1UTA HA JUPEPTAIUOHHUS TPY]
KanmupatsT € mpeacTtaBuil AMCEPTAllMOHEH TPyd M € IMOCOYMI 3 aBTOPOBU CTaTHUH OT
KOJICKTHBHU COOpHUIIM. MUHMMAJIHUTE M3UCKBaHUS 1Mo wi. 20, an.2 u 3 3a mpupoOuBaHe Ha
oOpa3oBaTenHaTa M Hay4yHa CTENEH ,,JOKTOp~ ca W3MbJIHEHH. He OTKpuBam IUIaruarcrBo B

MNpEACTaBCHUTC HY6J'II/IK8.I_II/II/I.

3. Kparka xapakTepucTHKA HA NPeACTABeHH s JUCEPTALMOHEH TPY/
JlucepTallMOHHHAT TPy € Ha Tema ,.Ji34ye3BamuTe rpajose.(He)ycTol4nBOTO Tpajcko pa3BUTHE

B bwarapus cien 1989 roauna” u e c 06em ot 337 cTpaHULM TEKCT U chbpxka [Ipunoxenue 1 —


mailto:Rumiana.Stoilova@ips.bas.bg

¢ 10 tabmuum u rpaduxu u [Ipunoxenue 2 , B K0eTo B paMKuTe Ha 50 CTpaHUIM ca TPEACTaBEHH
TPaHCKPpUOMpPAHU WMHTEPBIOTA OT COOCTBEHOTO EMIIMPUYHO u3cleaBaHe B Tpaa llepHuk.
JlucepTaHThT € pabOTHII CEPUO3HO U 3aBJIO0YCHO , CHOpall € aBTOPCKH EMITUPHUYEH MaTepHal,
aHAMM3Upal € aJMUHUCTPATUBHA CTAaTUCTHMKA [0 TeMara, MPEACTaBWI U aHaJu3upal €
3HAQYUTENICH 00€M MOJUTUYECKUA JOKYMEHTH — MEXIyHApPOJHH, HAIIMOHATHU U OTHACSIIU C€ J0
uscnenBanus cinydail Ha rpan Ilepuuk. IlpeacraBsnero Ha HaOpaHWs eMIIMPHYEH MaTepHall €
KOPEKTHO - BCUUKH MHTEPBIOTA Ca aHOHUMU3UPAHU U PA3MPEIETICHH 10 ChOTBETHUTE COLUATTHO-
neMorpadcKku KaTeropuu, KOETO MO3BOJISIBA KOPEKTHO MHTEPIPETUPAHE HA W3KA3aHUTE MHEHHUS.
Jluteparypara € U3KIIOUUTETHO OoraTa, Ha OBJITapCKU U aHTJIHICKHU.

enta Ha mucepTamusaTa € ga W3CieABa pojsATa, QYHKIMHTE W 3HAUYCHHUETO Ha T'PaJIOBETE B
rofaiHaTa MOJUTHKA 32 YCTOMUMBO pa3BuThe. DOKYCHT HA JUCEPTAIMOHHOTO HU3CJEABAHE €
BBPXY MpEeAU3BUKATEICTBATA MIPEJ YCTOWYUBOTO TPAJICKO pPa3BUTHE B bhirapusi B roJIMHUTE Ha
obmecTBeHa TpaHchopmalys KbM JHOepanHa JEeMOKpallds W Ta3apHa MKOHOMHKA. ABTOPHT
ompeness eprojia Ha U3CIEBAHETO KATO MEePHO/I Ha aanTalus U MpueMaHe Ha eBPOTNIECHCKUTE
OTUT Y TIOJIUTUKH Ha TPAZCKO Pa3BUTHE, HO M KAaTO MPOIEC Ha HEYCTOWUYMBO TPAJCKO Pa3BUTHE,
BoJienIo 0 (heHoMeHa, 0003HavYaBaH B JAMCEpTAIMATA KaTo ,,A34e3BalllM IpagoBe’’, 00eIUHSIBAII]
HEraTUBHUTE pE3yATaTH B pa3BUTHETO Ha peaulia rpagoBe B bwirapus B mnepuoga Ha
oOmiectBeHa TpaHcpopmalus, CbOBTCTBAHM OT IMpolieca Ha  JEUHAYCTpUAIHU3AIMS.
Jleunnyctpuanu3anusrTa € ¢ SpKO HU3pa3eHHd HEraTUBHHU MOCJIEIUIU 3a MHHBOPCKUS Tpaj
[lepuuk, B KOMTO NeMHAyCTpHAIM3ALMITA HE CE 3aMeCTBAa OT OBbpP30 pa3BUTHE HA YCIIYTHTE.
Bmecto ToBa G5M30CTTa ChC CTOJIMYHUS I'pajll U3BEXJa aKTUBHHUTE XOpa B IIOCOKA HA TPYIOBa
32€TOCT U MpodecroHaIHa paau3alus U3BbH Ipaja.

JlucepTaHThT 0OBBP3Ba B CBOETO U3CJIE/IBAHE 3HAYUMUTE ChbBPEMEHHH KOHIICTIIIUY 32 YCTOWYHBO
pa3BUTHE, CHC COIMOJOTHYECKUTE HW3CIEABAHHMS Ha Ipaja M C KYJITYpPOJOTUYEH aHaju3.
3HaueHUEeTO Ha KyATypaTa 3a TpajJckaTa YCTOMUMBOCT € AaHAJIW3UPAHO MHOTOCTPAaHHO B
U3MEpeHusiTa Ha KyATypHO-UCTOPUYECKOTO HACIEACTBO, Ha KYITYpHHUS TYpU3bM, Ha
TBOPUECKUTE HWHIYCTPUH M  KYJITYPHOTO NpEANpPUEMadyecTBO B TAXHOTO 3HAYCHHE 3a
[IEHHOCTHATA MHTErpalvs M JOKaJllHATa MJIECHTUYHOCT B Maikus rpaa. DopmyiaupaHu ca
M3uUeprnaTesHo 7 3aJaud Ha W3CIEABAHETO , CPell KOUTO € BaXKHO J1a OTOENIeKUM 3HAUEHUETO Ha
JEUHIyCTpUANMU3AIMATa KaTo CBETOBHA CBHBPEMEHHAa TEHJACHIMS W HEHHOTO 3HAUYCHHE 3a

HeyCTOI\/’I‘-II/IBOTO rpaJikoO pa3BHUTUC B B’bﬂrapI/ISI. B Aucepranusiara €€ CbAbPIKAT MHOXKCECTBO



[1030BaBaHUs U CHIIOCTaBKU C U3CJIEIBAHUS HA I'pajcKaTra yCTOMYMBOCT B PA3JIMUHU PETUOHU Ha
CBeETa.

[IpoBeneHo e coOCTBEHO M3CieNBaHE Ha CiIydail Ha JEMHIYCTpUaNM3upaH rpaja B bearapus u
MPUHOCA HA KYJITypaTa 32 HAMHPAHETO Ha AITEPHATHBH Ha JAeMOrpadckus u 0OIIHOCTEH perpec
U 3a IOCTUTAaHETO Ha YCTOWYMBO IpajcKo pazpurue. GopMynupaHUTe LEIU U 3a/1a4l OYepTaBar
aKTyaJleH U3CJeI0BaTeJICKU (POKYC Ha TUCEPTALMOHHUS TPY/.

Jucepranusata UMa SICHO U3rpajieHa CTPYKTypa U Joruka. [1oaxoabT € mo-cKopo TEOpeTU4EH U
onucareseH, HO 100po BIeYaTIEHUE MPaBsiT MHOTOOPOMHUTE U3BOPU, KOUTO Ca MOJI3BAHU, KAKTO
n Ooratusar JuTepaTypeH anapar. EMnupuyHara yact Ha u3cieaBaHeTo B [lepHuk neMoHcTpupa
yOeIUTEeNIHO YCUJIMETO Ha JAWCEpPTaHTa Ja chbOepe M aHanu3upa uHGpoOpMalus OT pa3InyHU
3aMHTEPECOBAHU CTPAaHU U AaKThOPH, KOUTO HMMAT OTIOBOPHOCTH 3a TPAJCKOTO pa3BUTHE.
MHeHusiTa Ha EKCIEPTUTE ca CbhIIOCTaBEHW C OOIIECTBEHUTE Harjach, KOETo II0Ka3Ba

3a1JI00YEHOCT Ha U3CieIoBaTeNckaTa padora.

4. OueHka HA OCHOBHUTE HAYYHH MPHHOCH

JlcepTalmoHHOTO M3CiIeIBaHEe UMa MMPHHOCEH XapaKTep IO OTHONICHHWE Ha XapaKTePU3HPAHETO
Ha MHOTOIUIACTOBOTO 3HAUCHHE Ha KyITypaTa B KOHIENIHMATA 3a YCTOWYHMBO pa3BHTHE,
MPUJIOKEHA KbM aHalHM3a Ha T'PaJCKOTO pa3BUTHE B bbiarapus ¢ mpuMepH OT HSIKOJIKO CPEIHO
rojeMu ObIArapcku rpagoBe. VIMEHHO H3uYe3BalIMTE BBH3MOXXHOCTH 32 Pa3BUTHE B CPEIHO
TOJIEMHUTE TPAJOBE CHUTHAIM3MpPA 32 TEXHHS OrPAaHWYCH KamalnuTeT Ja ObJaT LEeHTHpP Ha
pEernoHaHOTO pa3BuTHE. OT COIMOJIOTHYECKA TJIJHA TOYKA TOBA O3HA4YaBa HEBH3MOXKHOCT 3a
Pa3BUTHETO HA NIMPOKA CPEIHA Kilaca, KOSATO Ja JaJie TIAChK 32 YCTOHYMBH MECTHH WHHUIIMATUBH
u passuthe. [lo TO3M HaymH jgucepTanMaTa JAONMPHHACS KbM TeMaTa 3a perdoHajHaTa
HEPaBHOMEPHOCT Ha Pa3BUTHUETO Ha OBITapcKOTO OOIIECTBO Npe3 TOJUHUTE Ha OOIIeCTBEHA
TpaHchopmaIus.

Jlpyr TPUHOCEH MOMEHT B JHUCEpTAlMATa € TCOPSTUYHOTO W EMIHPUYHO OCMUCISHE Ha
MOHATHETO 3a ,u3ue3Bamure TrpagoBe”. C MNPEAToKEeHOTO AUCEPTAMOHHO U3CJe/IBaHe
MOHATHETO ,U34Ye3Ballld TpagoBe” € OO0OCHOBAHO KAaTO BaK€H HaydeH mpoOiieM, KOWTO e
KOHLIETITyaTM3UpaH U anpobupaH. B nmucepramsra e pa3BuTa KOHIEMIHATA 32 ,,M3YE3BAIIUTE
rpagoBe” KaTo HOCEIla KOMIUIEKCEH XapakTep, TeMaTH3UpaHH ca KakTo MpoOieMHuTe Ha

JIMMUTUPAHOTO UKOHOMHUYCCKO PA3BUTHUC, )ICMOl"pa(I)CKI/IH HETAaTUBCH PACTCK, HO U IPOMCHHUTC B



CTHJIa Ha XXMBOT Ha MCCTHHTC 06H_[HOCTI/I. PuckoBere Ha conyajiHaTta aHOMHA, HCU3IIOJI3BAHUTC
BB3MOKHOCTU HE AC-TCPUTOpHUATIM3ALIMATA B €paTa HAa HWHTCH3HMBHA IAUTHTAJIM3AllUA OCTaBaT
HEU3MOJI3BaHU 32 MOCTUTAHETO HAa TPajJICKa YCTOMYMBOCT HA MHOTO MAJIKM U CpelIHU Tpajose. B
B’I)JII‘apI/IFI. K®M BCcHUKH Te3M HeraTuBHU TCHACHIIMMY KOHICIIIUATA 3a ,,M34C3BAlllUTC FpaILOBe”
HacoOYBa HAYYHHUS UHTEPEC M MOCOYBA BH3MOXKHOCTH 32 MOCIICIBAIIN U3CIICIBAHMUS.

B nuceprauusara e HampaBeH 3aabi00Y€H 0030p Ha MHJIMKATOPUTE 3a YCTOMYMBO IPAJCKO
pa3BUTHE M MPUHOCA HA KYJITypaTa 3a Pa3BUTHUETO HA MAJKUTE U cpeAaHu rpaaose. [loagpobHOTO
OMMCAaHUC W KPUTUYHO OCMHUCIISIHC Ha MHWHIAWKATOPUTE 3a yCTOfI'—IBO T'paaCko pas3sBUTHC,
(doKxycupaHO BBPXY MpPUHOCA HA KYJITYpPHUTE WHCTUTYLUUMU M KPEaTUBHUTE UHAYCTPUU HMa
3HAYMM TIPWIOKEH XapaKTep , KaKTO 3a MPOIbJDKABAIM M3CJICIBAHUS IO TEeMara, Taka M 3a
dbopmupaHe Ha TPAJCKU KyATypHU cTpaTeruu. ChIeCTBEHA € BH3MOXKHOCTTAa HW3MEpPBAHETO HA
PA3IMYHUTE WHAHUKATOPU 3a IpajJiCKa yCTOﬁ‘—IHBOCT Ja €€ OCBIICCTBsABA CIIPAMO KOHKPCTHH
MaJIKu U CPCAHH TI'padoB€ B BLnrame, KOMTO HE MPHUCHCTBAT B MCKAYHAPOAHUTC MHIACKCHU 3a
rpajicka YCTOWYMBOCT , HA KOWTO JHCEpPTAlMsITa C€ 1M030BaBa. Upe3 pa3mMuHUTE WHIUKATOPH U
TSXHOTO HEPABHOMEPHO MPE/ICTABSIHE B MAJKUTE M CPEIHM TPaJI0OBE MOTaT Jia ce creruuiupar
MPOLIECUTE, KOUTO UMAT MIPUHOC KbM MPOIIECUTE HA MECTHOTO KYJITYPHO Pa3BUTHE.

KbM npunocure no6aBsiM U JOOPOCHBECTHOTO MpuUilaraHe Ha MeToJa Ha TpHUAHTyJalus B
u3cieaBanus ciaydail Ha rpan IlepHuk, mpu KOWTO ca ChINOCTABEHHM M B3aMMHO C€ JIOMBIBAT
pa3IMYHUTE HUBA HA aHAIM3a — UCTOPUYECKH, aHAJIW3 Ha JOKYMEHTH U €MIIMPUYHO MPOyYBaHE

Ha O6H.ICCTB€HI/IT6 HarJjacH.

5. bejexku U npenopbKu
Kato oOmia Oenexka KbM AUCEPTAMOHHUS TPY IIe OTOENek a CTPEMEXBT Ha TUCEPTAHTa KbM
BCeO0OXBATHOCT HA M3JIaraHe Ha KOHIICTIIUATA 32 YCTOMYMBOTO Pa3BUTHE B HEHHHUS €BOJTIOIUOHEH
U MEXJIyHApOJICH acnekT. To3M cTpeMexX BOIM, OT €IHa CTpaHa, J0 YOSKICHHUETO 3a jJo0para
TEOpETHYHA OCHOBA, 3a IIMPOKaTa MEKIYHApPOJHA MEPCICKTHBA HAa aBTOPOBUS TEKCT, HO OT
Jpyra cTpaHa, KpHe pUCKa OT 3arybara Ha mecta Ha (pokyca KbM KyJTypaTa KaTo (akTop 3a
YCTOWYHMBO Pa3BUTHE M KbM MAIKUTE U CPEIHH I'PaJOBE M CTPATETHHTE 33 TAXHOTO YCTOWYHBO
paszButue. VIMEHHO B3aMMOBpB3KaTa MEXIY YCTOMUMBO TPAACKO pa3BUTHE, KyATypaTa KaTo
(hakTop 3a HETOBOTO MOCTUTaHE B MAJIKUTE U CPEIHU T'PAZOBE € OCTA, KOATO BOJAM JI0 3HAYNMHUTE

HU3BOJU U NMPHUHOCH HA JUCCPTAIUATA.



6. JIMYHU BHeYaTJeHHUs
He no3naBam nuuHo nucepranta. HeroBaTta qucepranust ocTaBs BIEYATICHUETO 32 3a1bJI00YEH
W THPCEIl MJIAJ y4€H B 3HaYMMa OOJIaCT HA 3HAHHMETO W HA MPAKTUKATa IO YIPABICHUETO HA
rpajackute nporecd. OneHsBaM yMEHUETO MY J1a OTYMTA 3HAYCHUETO HA MECTHHUTE OOIIHOCTH U
KyJATYPHUTE WHHUIMATUBH, HA AKThOPUTE HA MECTHOTTO pAa3BUTHUE KaTo TH Chby€TaBa C

MCKAYHAPOAHUS OIMUT U IMMPAKTUKH 34 IIOCTUTAaHCTO HA I'paJICKa YCTOﬁqHBOCT.

7. 3akjiouyeHue
Muceprauvonnusatr tpya Ha MBo I'eoprumes llemynoB Ha tema ,JI3ue3Bammure rpanose:
(He)ycroitunBoto rpaacko pazsutue B bvarapus cien 1989 r.“ € mocBeTeH Ha KOMILUIEKCEH
Hay4yeH 1 00IIEeCTBEHO 3HaYUM COLMAJIEH MTPOOEM — pa3BUTHETO Ha MAJIKUTE U CPETHH IpajioBe B
bobarapus m 3HaueHHMETO Ha KynTypaTa Karo 3Ha4yuM (akTop 3a YCTOMYMBOCT M COLMAIHA
uHTeprpanus. L{gmoctHaTta MM OIEHKA € TMOJIOXHUTENTHA MOopaad M3ThKHATUTE 3HAUYMMOCT Ha
JMCepTallMOHHATa TeMa, HIMPOK JUTEpaTypeH amapaT, METOJI0JIOTUYECKH KOPEKTHO MPOBEACHO
COOCTBEHO EMITMPUYHO H3CIICJIBaHE, YOemuTeaHO GOPMYJIMpPAaHU HW3BOJAM W TIPETIOPHKU 3a
YCTOWYMBO pa3BUTHE, ChOOpa3eHU ¢ MPOLECUTEe Ha NEUHAYCTpUATU3alus U YIaabK B MaJKUTE
rpagoBe Ha bbiarapus. JucepTalMOHHUSAT TPyA CHABPXKA HAYYHH U HAYyYHO-TPUIIOKHU
pe3ynTaTH, KOUTO OTrOBapsAT Ha HM3UCKBAHMATA HAa 3aKOHA 3a Pa3BUTHUETO Ha aKaJEeMUYHUS
cbcraB B PenmyOnuka boarapus u [IpaBuiiHuka 3a HeroBoto npusiarane. B 3axmouenue yoeneHo
e TjacyBaM 3a MPHUCHKIAHETO Ha oOpa3oBaTeliHaTa W Hay4yHa CTeneH ,,Joktop” Ha MBo
I'eoprueB llemyHoB mno Hay4yHa cCHOenuUagHOCT ,,[eopusi M HUCTOpUS Ha Kyjarypara®“ B

npodecronanHo HanpasieHue 3.1. Couuosiorus, aHTPOTOIOT U U HAyKH 3a KyJATypaTa.

Hara: 19 ronu 2026

H3rorBuin CTaHOBI/IH_[CTO:

[Tpod.Pymsna Ctounosa



Opinion
By Rumyana lvanova Stoilova, Professor Emeritus, Doctor of Science
Institute of Philosophy and Sociology at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences
Rumiana.Stoilova@ips.bas.bg

Re: Procedure for the defense of a dissertation for the award of the academic degree of “Doctor”
in the doctoral program “Theory and History of Culture” in the field of higher education 3.
Social, Economic, and Legal Sciences, professional field
3.1. Sociology, Anthropology, and Cultural Studies
For the dissertation “Disappearing Cities: (Un)sustainable Urban Development in Bulgaria after
1989” by Ivo Georgiev Peshunov, a doctoral student
at South-West University “Neofit Rilski” — Blagoevgrad
Faculty of Arts, Department of Cultural Studies

1. Information about the procedure

The procedure is being held in accordance with a decision of the Faculty Council of the Faculty
of Arts at South-West University, as recorded in Minutes No. 44 dated May 7, 2026. The
academic jury was appointed by Order No. 1139 of May 11, 2026, issued by the Rector of South-
West University “Neofit Rilski,” Prof. Nikolay Marin. All legal procedures have been followed.

2. Fulfillment of the Requirements for Admission to the Defense of the Dissertation

The candidate has submitted a dissertation and has cited three articles authored by the candidate
from collective anthologies. The minimum requirements under Article 2b, paragraphs 2 and 3, for
the award of the educational and scientific degree of “Doctor” have been met. I find no evidence

of plagiarism in the submitted publications.

3. Brief description of the submitted dissertation

The dissertation is titled “Disappearing Cities: (Un)sustainable Urban Development in Bulgaria
after 1989” and has a total length of 337 pages of text. It contains in addition Appendix 1—with
10 tables and graphs—and Appendix 2, within the framework of which, within 50 pages, presents

transcribed interviews from the author’s own empirical research conducted in the city of Pernik.



The doctoral candidate has worked diligently and thoroughly; he has collected original empirical
data, analyzed administrative statistics on the topic, and presented and analyzed a significant
volume of policy documents—international, national, and those pertaining to the case study of
the city of Pernik. The presentation of the collected empirical data is accurate—all interviews
have been anonymized and categorized according to the relevant socio-demographic categories,
which allows for a correct interpretation of the opinions expressed. The bibliography is
exceptionally extensive, covering sources in both Bulgarian and English.

The aim of this dissertation is to examine the role, functions, and significance of cities in global
sustainable development policy. The focus of the dissertation is on the challenges facing
sustainable urban development in Bulgaria during the years of social transformation toward
liberal democracy and a market economy. The author defines the period under study as a time of
adaptation to and adoption of European experiences and urban development policies, but also as a
process of unsustainable urban development leading to the phenomenon referred to in the
dissertation as “disappearing cities,” which encapsulates the negative outcomes in the
development of a number of cities in Bulgaria during the period of social transformation,
accompanied by the process of deindustrialization. Deindustrialization has had pronounced
negative consequences for the mining city of Pernik, where deindustrialization has not been
offset by rapid growth in the service sector. Instead, the city’s proximity to the capital draws its
active population toward employment and professional fulfillment outside the city.

In his dissertation, the author links key contemporary concepts of sustainable development with
sociological studies of the city and cultural analysis. The importance of culture for urban
sustainability is analyzed from multiple perspectives, including cultural-historical heritage,
cultural tourism, the creative industries, and cultural entrepreneurship, in terms of their
significance for value integration and local identity in small towns. Seven research objectives are
comprehensively formulated; among these, it is important to highlight the significance of
deindustrialization as a contemporary global trend and its impact on unsustainable urban
development in Bulgaria. The dissertation contains numerous references and comparisons with
studies on urban sustainability in various regions of the world.

An original study was conducted on a deindustrialized city in Bulgaria and the role of culture in

finding alternatives to demographic and community ethos decline and in achieving sustainable



urban development. The stated goals and objectives outline the current research focus of the
dissertation.

The dissertation has a clearly structured framework and logical flow. The approach is primarily
theoretical and descriptive, but the numerous sources consulted and the extensive bibliography
make a positive impression. The empirical part of the study in Pernik show the author’s effort to
collect and analyze information from various stakeholders and actors responsible for urban
development. The experts’ opinions are compared with public attitudes, which demonstrates the
depth of the research.

4. Assessment of the main scientific contributions

This dissertation research makes a significant contribution to characterizing the multifaceted
significance of culture within the concept of sustainable development, as applied to the analysis
of urban development in Bulgaria, using examples from several medium-sized Bulgarian cities. It
is precisely the dwindling opportunities for development in these medium-sized cities that signal
their limited capacity to serve as centers of regional development. From a sociological
perspective, this means the inability to develop a broad middle class that could provide the
impetus for sustainable local initiatives and development. In this way, the dissertation contributes
to the discussion of regional disparities in the development of Bulgarian society during the years
of social transformation.

Another significant contribution of the dissertation is the theoretical and empirical exploration of
the concept of “disappearing cities.” Through the research presented in this dissertation, the
concept of “disappearing cities” is established as an important social problem, which is
conceptualized and validated. The dissertation develops the concept of “disappearing cities” as a
multifaceted phenomenon, addressing not only the problems of limited economic development
and negative population growth but also changes in the lifestyles of local communities. The risks
of social anomie and the untapped opportunities for deterritorialization in the era of intensive
digitalization remain unutilized in achieving urban sustainability in small and medium-sized
cities in several Bulgarian cities. Against the backdrop of all these negative trends, the concept of
“disappearing cities” directs scholarly interest and identifies opportunities for further research.
The dissertation provides an in-depth review of indicators for sustainable urban development and

the contribution of culture to the development of small and medium-sized cities. The detailed



description and critical analysis of indicators for sustainable urban development, focused on the
contribution of cultural institutions and creative industries, has significant practical implications
both for ongoing research on the topic and for the formulation of urban cultural strategies. It is
essential to be able to measure the various indicators of urban sustainability in relation to specific
small and medium-sized cities in Bulgaria that are not included in the international urban
sustainability indices cited in this dissertation. Through the various indicators and their uneven
distribution across small and medium-sized cities, it is possible to identify the processes that
contribute to local cultural development.

| would also add to these contributions the conscientious application of the triangulation method
in the case study of the city of Pernik, in which the various levels of analysis—historical,
documentary, and empirical research on public attitudes—are juxtaposed and mutually

complementary.

5.Comments and Recommendations

As a general comment on the dissertation, I would like to note the author’s effort to provide a
comprehensive presentation of the concept of sustainable development in its evolutionary and
international dimensions. This effort, on the one hand, reinforces the conviction that the author’s
text has a sound theoretical foundation and a broad international perspective; on the other hand, it
carries the risk of occasionally losing focus on culture as a factor in sustainable development and
on small and medium-sized cities and the strategies for their sustainable development. It is
precisely the interrelationship between sustainable urban development and culture as a factor in
achieving it in small and medium-sized cities that forms the core of the dissertation’s significant

conclusions and contributions.

6.Personal impressions

| do not know the dissertation author personally. His dissertation gives the impression of a
thorough and inquisitive young scholar in an important field of knowledge and practice related to
the management of urban processes. | appreciate his ability to recognize the importance of local
communities and cultural initiatives, as well as the actors in local development, while combining

them with international experience and practices to achieve urban sustainability.



7. Conclusion

Ivo Georgiev Peshunov’s dissertation, titled “Disappearing Cities: (Un)sustainable Urban
Development in Bulgaria after 1989” is devoted to a complex scientific and socially significant
issue—the development of small and medium-sized cities in Bulgaria and the importance of
culture as a key factor for sustainability and social integration. My overall assessment is positive
due to the highlighted significance of the dissertation topic, the extensive literature review,
methodologically sound original empirical research, and convincingly formulated conclusions
and recommendations for sustainable development, taking into account the processes of
deindustrialization and decline in Bulgaria’s small towns. The dissertation contains scientific and
applied scientific results that meet the requirements of the Law on the Development of Academic
Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria and the Regulations for its implementation.

In conclusion, I will vote in favor of awarding the academic and scientific degree of “Doctor” to
Ivo Georgiev Peshunov in the scientific specialty “Theory and History of Culture” within the

professional field 3.1. Sociology, Anthropology, and Cultural Studies.

19.06.2026

Rumiana Stoilova, Prof.Emeritus, DSc



