CTAHOBMIIIE

ITo npouenypa 3a npugoduBaHe Ha 00pa30BaTETHATA U HAYYHA CTeleH "1oKTop' -
npodecuonasHo HanpasJienue 3.1, ¢ tuceprauus Ha Tema ,,3ue3Bauiure rpajose:
(He)yctoiiuuBoto rpaacko passutue B boarapus ciaex 1989 r.“ ¢ aprop UBo I'eoprues

Ilemrynos

Mszrorema: pou. a-p Anton I'enoB, mpenonasares B kareapa ,,Kyaryposaorus® Ha
®akyarera no uskycrsara npu I0O3Y ,,Heodpur Puincku“, Ha3HaueH 3a npeacenares Ha

HAYYHOTO ’KypH cbce 3anoBea Ne1139/11.05.2026 r. na Pexropa na FO3Y ,,Heoput Puiickn“

I. /lannu 3a 1OKTOpaHTA

NBo I'eoprues IlemyHoB € TOKTOpaHT KbM Katenpa ,,Kynaryponorua“ Ha ®akynrera mo
u3kyctBata npu lOrozamanen yHuepcuteT ,,Heodur Puncku“. Heroara oGpa3oBarenHa
MOATOTOBKA ChuUeTaBa HMHTEPAUCLUIUIMHADHM 3HAHUA B obOjacTra Ha HpoQecHOHATHOTO
HaIpaBJIeHHE. 3aBbPIINII € OaKamaBbpcka creneH no kynryposorus B O3V ,Heodput Puscku®,
a BIIOCJIEICTBHE MPUJ00MBAa MarucTbpcka cTeneH no counosorus B Copuiicku yHUBEPCUTET
,»CB. KimmenT Oxpuncku‘. B mporeca Ha cBoeTo 00y4eHHe U HayYHO Pa3BUTHE JOKTOPAHTHT
pasmMpsBa KOMIIETCHTHOCTUTE CH Ype3 CIEelUald3alud M Y4acTHE B MEKIYHApOIHH
aKaJeMHYHHU MPOrpaMu, BKJIIOYUTETHO 00ydeHue 1o nporpama ,,Epazsm* B YHUBepcuTeTa Ha
[Tanepmo, MTanus, kpAeTO Mocen@asa KypcoBe o ypoaHUCTHKA, UCTOPHUS Ha apXUTEKTUpaTa U
rpajcka conuosorus. Hayunure My HHTEpecH ca HaCOY€HH KbM ITPOOJIEMUTE HA YCTOHUYHUBOTO
pa3BUTHE, IpajickaTta cpefa, KylITypHaTa MOJIMTHKAa M ChbBPEMEHHMTE TpaHchopMaluu Ha
obmectBoTo. TemarnyHaTta HACOUEHOCT Ha MyOIMKALMUTE MY ITOKa3Ba IMOCIEJOBATEIHOCT U

HHTCPEC KbM Hp06JICMaTI/IKaTa Ha AUCEPTAMOHHUA TPYA.

I1. XapakTepucTHKa HAa HAYYHATAa NPOAYKIMS HA JOKTOPAHTA

[IpencraBenuTe myOaMKaUy ca MPSKO CBbP3aHU C TEMaTa Ha AUCEPTALIMOHHUS TPYA U
CBUJCTEJICTBAT 32 CHUCTEMHAa Hay4YHOHM3CleqoBareiicka paboTa B 00IacTTa Ha YCTOHYHMBOTO
pa3BuUTHE, TpajacKkara KyiaTypa M KyITypHOTO HacienctBo. Cpen TAX ce OTKposiBar
myOnuKanuuTe ,, Y TONUS U AUCTONUS Ha ujaeanHus rpan’, ,,Jlom-naMmeTHUKbT By3mymka karo
Typuctnuecka naectuHauus™“ u ,,Kynrypa wu ycroiiumBo passutue. IlpeacraBeHara

JAOKYMCHTAl U IMMOKa3Ba, Y€ JOKTOPAHTHT U3IIbJIHABA MUHUMAJIHUTC HATUOHAJIHU U3UCKBAHUA



3a npupoOuBaHe Ha oOpa3oBaTeNHATa M HAay4dHa CTeleH ,,JoKTop“. HayyHaTta mpomykius Ha
HWBo IlemryHoB moka3Ba CrioCOOHOCT 32 KPUTUYEH aHAIH3, 0OPO MO3HABaHE HA CHBPEMEHHUTE
Hay4YHH JUCKYCHU W YMEHHE 32 WHTEPAMCIUILUIMHAPHO OCMHUCISIHE HAa aKTyaJHH OOIECTBEHU
IpOLIECH Kacaelld pPecypcUTe M pPa3BUTUETO HAa YOBEYECTBOTO OOCTUHEHHM B IOHATHUETO

», YCTOMYHMBO pa3BUTHE".

I11. CraHoBuHIIIEe BBPXY AUCEPTALMOHHUSA TPYA

[IpencraBeHUAT AMCEPTAllMOHEH TPYI € TMOCBETEH Ha H3KJIIOYUTETHO aKTyaleH H
00I11€CTBEHO 3HaYMM M I100ajieH mpobieM Ha ,, YCTOMUMBOTO pa3BUTHE, KaTO JOKTOpAHTa ce
dokycupa BbPXY MHpOLECUTE Ha AeMOorpa)cko U MKOHOMHUYECKO CBHUBAaHE Ha ObBJITapCKUTE
rpajioBe B KOHTEKCTa Ha IJoOajnHaTa TeMa 3a YCTOWYMBOTO pa3BuTtHe ciex 1989
N3cnenBanero pasriexnaa ¢eHoMeHa Ha Taka HapedeHUTe ,,u34e3Ballld TIpajgoBe’ Karo
creur(puyUHa IposiBa Ha HEYCTOWYMBO I'PAJICKO Pa3BUTHE U AaHAJIU3UpPAa HETOBUTE NMPUUYMHH,
U3MEPEHHUs U Bb3MOXKHU MEPCIIEKTUBHU 3a IpeoioisiBaHe. Temara € 0COOCHO aKTyaslHa KaKTo B
Hay4eH, Taka ¥ B OOIIECTBEH IJIaH, Thil KaTO Pa3BUTHETO HA IPaJJOBETE U B KOHKPETHKA POJIATa
Ha 00pa30BaHUETO U KYJITypaTa ca COYEHH KaTo YETBbPTHU CTHJI0 Ha ycToWYMBOTO pa3Butue. C
oryiell Ha W3CIEAOBATENCKUsl CH Mpodui JOKTOpaHThT C€ HacouBa HMMEHHO B Tasu
npobinemartuka. B ycnoBuaTra Ha 3agbibodaBamia ce gemorpadcka Kpuza, perruoHaHU
nucOaaHCH, MUTPAMOHHU TPOLIECH M KOHIIGHTPAlWs Ha MKOHOMHYECKHUTE W (MHAHCOBU
pecypcu B orpaHudeH Opoil ypOaHU3MpaHU LIEHTPOBE, BBIIPOCHT 3a YCTOWYMBOTO pa3BUTHE HA
OBJITapCcKUTE TPaJoBe MPUI00MBA CTPATETHUYECKO 3HaUeHHe. JIOKTOpaHTHT YCIEIIHO MOCTaBs
pasmIexJaHus MpoOJieM B LIMPOKHUS KOHTEKCT Ha MIOOAJHUTE ChBPEMEHHM naebatu 3a

YCTOﬁqHBOTO pa3sBUTUEC, PUCKOBOTO OGIHCCTBO )41 6’bZ[eI_HeTO Ha rpaJickaTta HuBUJIN3al .

JlucepTaliuoHHUSAT TPYA € CbC BHYIINUTENEH 00eM oT HaJ 400 cTpaHULIM KOETO ITOKa3Ba
U3CIIEI0BATEICKU XbC. TEKCTHT € aBTOPCKU UMa J00bp aKkaJeMHUY€H TOH U ChIIEBPEMEHHO €
4yeTHM U yBiekateneH. Cienl peauiia akaileMUYHI 00ChXIaHHsI C KOUTO aBTOPBT CE € ChbOOpasui
TEKCTHT NPUA00MBA HACTOSIIUS CH BUJ M IIPaBU BIICUATICHUE, Y€ € CTPYKTypPHUPaH JIOTUYHO U
OamaHCUpaHO B YBOJ, TPU IVIaBU, 3aKJIIOYEHUE, TPUIIOKEHHs 1 Oubmuorpadus. CTpykrypata €
Joruyecka M IOCJeloBaTesIHa M I03BOJISBA IOCTENEHHO MpPEMHUHaBaHE OT TEOPETUYHUTE
OCHOBAaHUs Ha KOHI CIIIHUATA 3a yCTOfI‘IHBOCT KbM aHaJIi3a Ha KOHKPCTHUA 613J1rapc1<14 KOHTCKCT

U U3CIIEBAHETO Ha ciiyyas Ha rpan IlepHuk.



Oco0eHO MOJOKHUTEIHO BIIEYATICHHE IIpaBu CTpEMCXKDBT Ha aBTOpa Ja CbUCTac
CJIO)KHaTa IHapagurMma 3a YCTOﬁQHBO pPa3dBUTUC C CMIIMPUYHO H3CJICABAHC M Oda TbpPCHU
MPAKTUYCCKU IMMPUTTOKMMU PCUHICHWA HAa PCaJIHO ChIICCTBYBAIlNU HpO6J'IeMI/I KOHTO TOH CaMHS

IMMOo3HaBa OT MIbPBO JIMIIEC.

[IppBara maBa € MOCBETEHA HAa PA3BUTHETO HA KOHIIEMIIMATA 32 YCTOWYMBO Pa3BUTHE U
npociensBa (GOpMUPAHETO Ha OCHOBHHUTE UJIEH U CHOUTHS 32 Pa3BUTHETO HA YCTOMYMBOCT B
KOHTEKCTa Ha PUCKOBOTO OOIIECTBO M IIOOAJTHUTE SKOJIOTHYHU, HKOHOMHYECKH U COIHATTHU
MPeAN3BUKATEIICTBA. ABTOPBT IEMOHCTpUpa 100pO MO3HABAHE HA UCTOPUYECKHSI KOHTEKCT U
Pa3BUTHETO HA UJIEUTE U KOHIIEMIIUUTE U MPOOJIEMUTE HA YCTOWYMBOTO PA3BUTHE U YCIICIIHO

I'M MHTErpupa B coOCTBEHATa CH AHAJIUTUYHA paMKa.

Bropara miaBa pasriexja apyra HM3KIIOYUTEIHO Ba)KHA TeMa KOraTto rOBOPUM 3a
YceroitunBo pazutue. ToBa e mpodiaema 3a yCTOHYUBOTO pa3BUTHE U I'paJickaTa cpena. TeKCThT
npeacTaBs aHaimu3 Ha ypOaHM3AIMOHHUTE MPOLECH M MPOOJIEMUTE KOWTO MOPAXKIAT,
HEOOXOIMMOCTTAa OT Pa3BUTHE HA HOBHM KOHIICTIIIMM 32 T'PaJiCKaTa MOJUTHKA M KYITYPHOTO
HacnenctBo. [loqueprana e nmoBuIlieHaTa poJid HA TypuU3Ma U CbBPEMEHHUTE HJEH 3a 3€JIeHH,
KOMIAKTHU ¥ UHTEJIUTEHTHU TpajioBe. TyK JIMYM Y€ aBTOPHT € B ,,CBOH BOIU' U 0COOEHO I[eHEH
€ KYJTYpOJOTUYHHUSAT MPOYUT HA TPaJICKaTa Cpella U aKLIEHTHT BbPXY POJISITa HA KYJITypaTa KaTo

dakTop 3a ycToiunBOCT. TOBa € 4eTBBPTHS CTHIO HAa YCTOMYNBOTO pPa3BUTHE.

B Tperara rnaBa Ha TeKCTa QUCEPTAaHTHT HABJIM3a B KOHKPETHKA KOATO Pa3IIEkKIa
peamHo chuiecTByBam| mnpobnem B bearapus. [nmaBata e mocBereHa npoOiieMHTE Ha
u34e3BaluTe ObJIrapcKuTe IpajioBe. B Tperara riaBa cies miaBeH npexoj ouepTaBall o0IuTe
npoGyieMd Ha rpazoBeTe B beirapus, yclneuHo e NpuiIokeH METOIbT Ha €JMHUYHMS Cllydai
(case study), KOHTO BKJIIOYBA EMIMPUYHO H3cieABaHe Ha rpaj IlepHuk karo mpumep 3a
JEUHyCTpUAIM3UpaH I'pal, U3NPAaBEH Ipe] MpeAU3BUKATEICTBAaTa Ha AemMorpadckus craf,
MKOHOMHMYECKaTa TpaHchopMmanus M COLMAIHUTE NMpoMeHH. M3mon3BaHeTo Ha MeToja Ha
eIMHUYHUS ciydail (case study), chueTaH C KOJIMYECTBEHH M KaUECTBEHH H3CJIEAOBATEIICKH
MOAXOAM, IMO3BOMsIBA (OPMYJIMPAHETO HAa apryMeHTHpaHM HM3BoAM U mnpenopbku. C ToBa
JOKTOPAaHTHT M3IIBJHSABA HaW-Ba)KHATA L€l HA €IWH JIHCEpPTAallMOHEH TpyHd, LeaTa 3a

IMMPUIIOKHOCT U pCaJIHU IPUHOCH.

JlucepTanimoHHUAT TPy ce OTIM4aBa ¢ A00pa ¢GopMynwpaH HaydeH MmpoOjeM KOHTO €
U3CIIeBaH JACTalIHO TIOpaau J00paTta TeOpeTHYHA MOATOTOBKA Ha JOKTOpaHTa. To3u ¢akr e

oTpaseH U B OoraTta 6ubmuorpadcka 6a3a, B KoATO ¢ OrJie]l Ha MpodyieMaTukara mpeobiagaBar



Yy)KJO€3MKOBM W3TOYHHMLM Ha aHDMiicku. Hamuumero m Ha 3HauuM Opoil M3TOYHHUIM Ha
UTAJIMAaHCKM IOKa3Ba IIMpOKAaTa KyITypHa M €3MKOBa IMOATOTOBKA Ha JOKTOpaHTa M JaBa
MHOBATUBHOCT U IBJIHOTA Ha W3CIEABAHETO W3BaXJaKM IO OT CTEPEOTHIHUTE Ha
JOMMHHUpAIaTa KOHIENIMM Ha TPaJWIMOHHUTE W3TOYHMIM. B Tekcra OTKpHBaMe SICHO
bopMyaMpaHu U3CIEOBATEIICKH IIENTH U MO CIEA0BATEIHO MIPUIIOKEHA METO0IOTUS. ABTOPBT
JIEMOHCTpHpa yMEHHE Jla aHAJIM3upa CIOKHU OOIIECTBEHU IMPOLECH U Ja TM MHTEepPIpeTupa

IIpe3 Ipu3Mara Ha KyJITYpPOJIOTMYHHMS ITOAXO/,.
IV. ABtopedepar 1 HayYHH IPHHOCH

3asiBKaTa 3a MPUHOCEH TPyA CTOM olle B u30opa Ha Temara. Clie mpouynTa Ha TEKCTa CTaBa
SCHO, Y€ M3CJEBAHETO € CBHP3aHO C pEeajHO ChIIECTBYBAILIM NPOOJIIEMU B peajHa rpajacka
cpefla KOMTO aBTOPBT A00pe Mo3HaBa. ToBa € OCHOBA KOSATO € HaJArpaJeHa OT aHAJIUTHYHUTE
YMEHHUs Ha aBTOpa W BOAM A0 M3rPaKAaHE HAa MHOTO HPUHOCEH IUCEPTALlMOHEH TPYI.
N36poenute B aBTOopedepara MpUHOCH OTIOBApST HA JEHCTBUTENHOCTTAa KaTo Morar Ja obaar

0000111eHY IO CIEAHUS HAYWH:

CI/ICTCMaTI/ISI/IpaHC U KPUTUYCH aHAJIM3 Ha OCHOBHHUTC TCOPCTHYHHW KOHUCIIHWH 3a

YCTOWYMBO Pa3BUTHE U TAXHOTO MPUIIOKEHUE KbM TPOOIEMHUTE Ha peaHa rpajcKaTta cpena.

dokycupaHe BbPXy Ba)XXHOTO 3a CTpaHATa HU COLMAJIHO SBJIEHUE HA ,,M34€3BAIlU

rpazoBe” kato cnennduuHa opmMa Ha HEYCTOMUNBO IPaJICKO Pa3BUTHE B OBJITAPCKH YCIOBUS.

I/IBBT)pH_IBaHe Ha 33}1’BJ’I60‘ICHO W HUHTpUT'YyBAIIO CEMIIMPUYHO H3CJICABAHC HaA TIpaj

[TepHuK KaTo MpeaCTaBUTENEH IPUMEp 3a ICUHIyCTpHaIU3upaH Obarapcku rpan cien 1989 .

3ajaBaHe Ha NPENOPBHKU U Bb3MOXKHHM HACOKHU 33 YCTOWYMBO pa3BUTHE HA OBIrapcKUTe
rpajJjoBe 4pe3 €QEKTUBHO H3IMOJI3BAaHE HA KYyITYpPHMsI MOTEHLMAJ, MECTHUTE DPECYpCH U

CbBPCMCHHUTC NOJIMTUKHU 34 yCTOfI‘-IHBOCT.

[IpuemaM 3asiBeHHTE OT aBTOpa IPUHOCH KaTo pEaJHM M IMOCTUTHATH B PAaMKUTE Ha
IPOBEIEHOTO  M3cieaBaHe. ABTopedeparbT oOTpas3siBa BIPHO  ChbABPKAHUETO Ha
JucepranuoHHus Tpya. Hayunu myOnukanuuTe Ha TMcepTaHTa 0 TeMarta Ha AUCepTalMOHHUS

TPpYA U MOKPUBAT MUHUMAJIHUTC HALITMOHAJIHU U3UCKBAHUS.

V. Kputuunu 0esie:kKH U npenopbKu

KbM TekcTa Ha IucepTalys MOTar /1a ce OTIPABAT U HAKOU IPeOHU OEIeKKH, KOUTO HOCST 10

CKOpO TeXHHuYecku xapakrep. Ilpu TakbB OOeMEeH TEKCT OrpaHHMYeH OT CpPOKOBETEe Ha



CTaHAapTHaTa pCaO0BHA JOKTOPAHTYypa HO,I[O6HI/I I'pCUIKH HeI/I36e)I(HI/I, HO KbM MOMCHTa HC CH

cTpyBa Jia Obaar otOesnsi3BaHu. Te OMxa MMad CTOMHOCT IPY U3JlaBaHE Ha JUCEPTAIUATA.

VI. 3akiarouenue

IIpencraBenusT auceprauroneH Tpyd Ha MBo ['eoprues IlemyHoB npeacTaBisiBa akTyaaHO U
3aBBPIICHO HAYYHO M3CJIEJIBAHE, KOETO OTroBaps Ha M3MCKBAHUATA HAa 3aKOHA 3a Pa3BUTHUETO

Ha aKkaJeMU4YHUs cbeTaB B PenyOnuka bbarapus v Ha NpaBUIHULIMTE 32 HETOBOTO NPHJIAraHe.
CpImacHO IPOTOKOI OT ITPOBEPKATa HE € YCTAHOBEHO IJIaruaTcTBO U TPYABT € aBTOPCKH.

Bb3 0cHOBa Ha HU3J0KEHOTO JaBaM CBOATA IOJOXKUTEIHA OLCHKA HA JUCEPTALlMOHHUS TPYH
»3uesBammuTte rpanose: (He)ycroitunBoTto rpancko passutue B boearapus crmex 1989 1. u
npemiaraM Ha yBakaemoro Haydno xypum na npucsaum Ha HBo leoprues IlemryHos
oOpa3oBareHaTa U Hay4Ha CTEMeH ,,JJOKTOP® 10 Hay4Ha CIeUaIHOCT ,,[eopus 1 UCTOpUS Ha
Kyatypara®, mpodecuonanHo HampaieHue 3.1. Coruonorusi, aHTPOMOJOTHS M HAyKd 3a

KyJTypara.

Jlara: 18.06.2026r.
M3rorsmi cTAaHOBUIIIETO:

Homu. n-p AntoH I'eHoB



EVALUATION REPORT

on a procedure for the award of the educational and scientific degree Doctor in
Professional Field 3.1 Sociology, Anthropology and Cultural Studies, concerning the
dissertation entitled “Disappearing Cities: (Un)Sustainable Urban Development in
Bulgaria after 1989 by Ivo Georgiev Peshunov

Prepared by: Assoc. Prof. Anton Genov, PhD, lecturer in the Department of Cultural
Studies, Faculty of Arts, South-West University “Neofit Rilski”, appointed Chair of the
Scientific Jury by Order No. 1139/11.05.2026 of the Rector of South-West University
“Neofit Rilski”.

I. Information about the Doctoral Candidate

Ivo Georgiev Peshunov is a doctoral candidate in the Department of Cultural Studies at the
Faculty of Arts of South-West University “Neofit Rilski”. His academic background combines
interdisciplinary knowledge within the professional field. He holds a Bachelor’s degree in
Cultural Studies from South-West University ‘“Neofit Rilski” and subsequently obtained a
Master’s degree in Sociology from Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”.

In the course of his academic and research development, the doctoral candidate expanded his
competencies through specializations and participation in international academic programmes,
including studies under the Erasmus Programme at the University of Palermo, Italy, where he
attended courses in Urban Studies, History of Architecture, and Urban Sociology.

His research interests are focused on issues related to sustainable development, the urban
environment, cultural policy, and contemporary social transformations. The thematic
orientation of his publications demonstrates consistency and a sustained interest in the issues
addressed in the dissertation.

I1. Characteristics of the Doctoral Candidate’s Scientific Output

The publications submitted by the doctoral candidate are directly related to the topic of the
dissertation and testify to a systematic research activity in the fields of sustainable development,
urban culture, and cultural heritage. Among them, particular attention should be given to the
publications “Utopia and Dystopia of the Ideal City”, “The Buzludzha Memorial House as a
Tourist Destination”, and “Culture and Sustainable Development”.

The submitted documentation demonstrates that the doctoral candidate fulfils the minimum
national requirements for the acquisition of the educational and scientific degree of Doctor. His
scientific output reveals an ability for critical analysis, a solid understanding of contemporary
scholarly debates, and a capacity for interdisciplinary interpretation of current social processes
related to the resources and development of humankind, united within the concept of
“sustainable development”.

II1. Evaluation of the Dissertation

The dissertation submitted for review is devoted to the highly relevant, socially significant, and
global issue of sustainable development. Within this broad framework, the doctoral candidate



focuses on the processes of demographic and economic decline affecting Bulgarian cities in the
context of sustainable development after 1989. The study examines the phenomenon of so-
called “disappearing cities” as a specific manifestation of unsustainable urban development and
analyses its causes, dimensions, and possible prospects for mitigation and revitalisation.

The topic is of considerable importance both academically and socially, as the development of
cities, and more specifically the role of education and culture, is increasingly recognised as the
fourth pillar of sustainable development. In accordance with his research profile, the doctoral
candidate has directed his efforts precisely toward this field of inquiry. In the context of a
deepening demographic crisis, regional disparities, migration processes, and the concentration
of economic and financial resources in a limited number of urban centres, the issue of the
sustainable development of Bulgarian cities acquires strategic importance. The doctoral
candidate successfully situates the problem under investigation within the broader framework
of contemporary global debates on sustainable development, the risk society, and the future of
urban civilisation.

The dissertation is of impressive scope, exceeding 400 pages, which in itself reflects the
author’s strong research commitment and ambition. The text is original, maintains a sound
academic tone, and at the same time remains accessible and engaging to the reader. Following
a number of academic discussions and revisions that the author has taken into account, the
dissertation has acquired its present form. It is logically and coherently structured into an
introduction, three chapters, a conclusion, appendices, and a bibliography. The organisation of
the work enables a gradual transition from the theoretical foundations of sustainability to the
analysis of the Bulgarian context and, subsequently, to the case study of the city of Pernik.

Particularly noteworthy is the author’s effort to combine the complex paradigm of sustainable
development with empirical research and to seek practically applicable solutions to real social
problems. This approach is further strengthened by the author's familiarity with the local context
and his ability to connect theoretical reflection with concrete social realities.

The first chapter is devoted to the development of the concept of sustainable development and
traces the emergence of its principal ideas, milestones, and intellectual foundations within the
context of the risk society and contemporary global environmental, economic, and social
challenges. The author demonstrates a solid understanding of the historical background of
sustainability, as well as of the evolution of the key ideas, concepts, and problems associated
with sustainable development. These are successfully integrated into the author’s own
analytical framework.

The second chapter addresses another highly important topic within the broader discourse on
sustainable development, namely the relationship between sustainability and the urban
environment. The text provides a comprehensive analysis of urbanisation processes, the
challenges they generate, and the necessity of developing new approaches to urban policy and
cultural heritage management. Particular attention is devoted to the growing importance of
tourism and to contemporary concepts such as green, compact, and smart cities. It is evident
that this thematic field corresponds closely to the author’s academic expertise. Especially
valuable is the cultural studies perspective applied to the urban environment and the emphasis



placed on culture as a factor of sustainability. In this respect, culture is presented as the so-
called fourth pillar of sustainable development.

In the third chapter, the doctoral candidate turns to a concrete and pressing issue within the
Bulgarian context. The chapter is devoted to the phenomenon of disappearing Bulgarian cities.
Following a well-structured transition from the general challenges facing urban development
in Bulgaria, the author successfully applies the case study method through an empirical
investigation of the city of Pernik as an example of a deindustrialised urban centre confronted
with demographic decline, economic transformation, and social change. The combination of
the case study approach with both quantitative and qualitative research methods enables the
formulation of well-grounded conclusions and practical recommendations. In this regard, the
doctoral candidate fulfils one of the most important objectives of a dissertation: to achieve
applicability and to generate meaningful scientific and practical contributions.

The dissertation is distinguished by a clearly formulated research problem, which is explored
in depth owing to the doctoral candidate’s strong theoretical preparation. This is further
reflected in the extensive bibliography, in which, given the nature of the topic, English-language
sources predominate. The inclusion of a considerable number of Italian-language publications
demonstrates the candidate’s broad cultural and linguistic competence and contributes to the
originality and comprehensiveness of the study, moving it beyond the conventional boundaries
of the dominant academic literature. The dissertation presents clearly defined research
objectives and a consistently applied methodology throughout. The author demonstrates the
ability to analyse complex social processes and to interpret them through the perspective of
cultural studies.

IV. Abstract and Scientific Contributions

The contribution-oriented nature of the dissertation is evident already in the choice of the
research topic. A careful reading of the dissertation reveals that the study is grounded in real
and existing problems situated within an actual urban environment that the author knows well.
This foundation is further enriched by the candidate’s analytical skills and ultimately results in
a dissertation containing substantial scientific and practical contributions.

The contributions listed in the abstract accurately reflect the content and achievements of the
dissertation and may be summarised as follows:

» Systematisation and critical analysis of the principal theoretical concepts of sustainable
development and their application to the challenges of the contemporary urban environment.

» Drawing scholarly attention to the socially significant phenomenon of “disappearing cities”
as a specific manifestation of unsustainable urban development within the Bulgarian context.

* Conducting an in-depth and engaging empirical study of the city of Pernik as a representative
example of a deindustrialised Bulgarian city in the period after 1989.

» Formulating recommendations and possible directions for the sustainable development of
Bulgarian cities through the effective utilisation of cultural potential, local resources, and
contemporary sustainability policies.



I accept the contributions claimed by the author as genuine and successfully achieved within
the framework of the research. The abstract accurately reflects the content, structure, and
conclusions of the dissertation. Furthermore, the doctoral candidate’s scientific publications
related to the dissertation topic satisfy the minimum national requirements for the award of the
educational and scientific degree of Doctor.

V. Critical Remarks and Recommendations

The dissertation may be the subject of several minor remarks, most of which are of a technical
nature. Given the considerable volume of the work and the time constraints inherent in a
standard full-time doctoral programme, the presence of such minor imperfections is
understandable and, to a certain extent, unavoidable.

At the present stage, these observations are not of sufficient significance to warrant detailed
discussion, as they do not affect either the scientific quality of the research or the validity of its
conclusions. They would, however, merit attention should the dissertation be prepared for
publication in book form.

These remarks in no way diminish the scholarly value of the dissertation, nor do they affect my
overall positive assessment of the work.

V1. Conclusion

The dissertation submitted by Ivo Georgiev Peshunov represents a relevant, comprehensive,
and completed piece of scholarly research that fully complies with the requirements of the
Academic Staff Development Act of the Republic of Bulgaria and the respective regulations
governing its implementation.

According to the official plagiarism assessment report, no evidence of plagiarism has been
identified, and the dissertation is confirmed to be an original work authored by the doctoral
candidate.

On the basis of the above considerations, I give my positive evaluation of the dissertation
entitled “Disappearing Cities: (Un)Sustainable Urban Development in Bulgaria after 1989
and respectfully recommend that the Scientific Jury award Ivo Georgiev Peshunov the
educational and scientific degree of Doctor in the scientific specialty “Theory and History of
Culture”, Professional Field 3.1 Sociology, Anthropology and Cultural Studies.

Date: 18 June 2026
Reviewer:

Assoc. Prof. Anton Genov, PhD



