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CTaHOBHMIIIETO € U3rOTBEHO B M3NbJHeHHE Ha Pexropcka 3amosen 1139/11.05.2026 r. 3a npoBexaaHe Ha
MyOJIMYHA 3aIUTa Ha AUCEPTAIMOHEH TPY 3a mpuckxkaane Ha Ha OHC ,,Jloktop* u perieHne Ha HAyIHOTO
XKypu cbriacHo npotokos Ne 1/15-19.05.2026 .

1. O0mu XapaKTepHCTHKHU HA TPyJAa

[IpencraBeHusT 3a 0OCHKIaHE AMCEPTAIMOHEH TPyA € ¢ o0m odem 419 crpanuiu, oT Kouto 336
CTpaHMILIM OCHOBEH TEKCT, 17 crtpanuum O6ubmmorpadus m 61 cTpaHuUIM NpHIOKEHHA. TpynbT €
CTPYKTYpUpPaH B yBOJ, TPU IJIaBU U 3aKiroueHue, 6ubmmorpadus u ase npuioxeHus. COUCHKBT C
M3MOJI3BaHa JInTepaTypa Chabpka o010 268 n3rounuka - 62 Ha Obarapcku e3uk u 206 9yKa0e3udHn
(Ha aHTTIMHCKHU, UTAJTMAHCKU U (PPEHCKH €3HK); OT TaX 28 ca uznanenu ciaen 2020 r. B [Tpunoxenue 1
ca BKIo4YeHH 5 rpaduku, 9 tabmmmum u 1 kapta, a B IlpuokeHne 2 — marepuanu OT aBTOPCKH
MHTEPBIOTA U aHKETH.

2. AKTyaJIHOCT HA TeMATHKATa M MO3HABaHe Ha nMpolJieMa

OOmmpHara TeMa 3a YCTOHYMBOTO OOIIECTBEHO Pa3BUTHE W HETOBUTE T'PaJCKH W3MEPEHHs MPHUBINYA
IIMPOK CBETOBEH HMHTEpPEC — KAaKTO IOJIMTUYECKH, Taka U M3CIEAOBATEJICKH, TNPE3 IMOCIEAHUTE TPH
necernietrs. ToBa € CBbP3aHO, OT €HA CTpaHa, C OIEHIBAaHUTE HAPACTBAIIN PHUCKOBE IIPE]l YOBEIIKHUTE
OOIIHOCTH, a OT APYTa - C MPOABIDKABAIIY MTPOIIECH Ha ypOaHU3aIHs, U3PABSIIIN TEOPHITA U MPaKTHKATa
Ha IrpaJICKOTO IJIaHUpaHEe U yIpaBJICHUE NPe TPYIHHU 3a MPEO010JIABaHe IPEAU3BUKATENICTBA 32 OCMUCIISIHE
U OBJaJsBaHe Ha CTPATETHYECKH MOJX0AN 1 MHOBATHBHU HHCTPYMEHTH.

JucepTanMOHHUAT TPyA HW3TpaKAa HIMPOKA IMaHOpaMa Ha MPOABIDKABAIIMST CBETOBEH HAy4YeH U
MTOJIMTHYECKHU 1e0at, MpUApYKaBalll Bb3HUKBAHETO U COMhChKA HAa UIEH U IPAKTUKU. B TekcTa mpruchCcTBaT
M3YepHaTeNHO MPEACTABEHHU MPOLIECH, aBTOPU U JOKYMEHTH, KOUTO M3TPa)XJAaT MHOTOJIMKATa KapTHUHA Ha
THPCEHETO Ha MBTHUIIA KbM IMO-YCTOWYHMBO OBJCIIC B ChBPEMEHHUs CBAT. M3uepmarenHo ca pasriieqaHu
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6630H0pH0 BaXXHHU CTBIKH B OCMUCIIIHETO HAa OTHOIONCHUETO MEXKAY YOBEKA U IIpUpoOJaTa, pa3BUTUCTO Ha
naesTa 3a YCTOﬁHHBO Pa3BUTUC U OIIMUTUTE 3a HEHHOTO IMPAaKTUYCCKO IMMPUIJIOKECHHUC. Bcuuko ToBa ornpeneisa
HacToAIUA AUCCPTAIMOHCH TPYA KaTO 3HAYMM U HABPCMCHCH. I[CMOHCTpI/IpaHOTO IIO6pO IIO3HaBaHC Ha
HpO6HeMaTHKaTa IIO3BOJIABA OCMHCJIAHCTO Ha O6H_II/I CBCTOBHH H eBpOHeﬁCKH mpoueCu B TEXHUTE
CHCI_II/I(i)I/I‘IHI/I HallMOHAJIHU IIPOSABJICHUA.

3. llesiecbOOPa3HOCT HA MOCTABEHUTE LEJIN U 3a1a4H

N306panuaT 00eKT Ha U3CIEABAHETO - ,, YCHOUYUBOMO pA3BUMUE KAO MUCIEHe, NOAUMUKA U NPAKmuKka
neGUHUPAHUIT TpEeaMeT - ,,COLUATHO-UKOHOMUYECKUTE U KYJITYPHO-TIOJHTHYECKH TPUYMHU 32
HEYCTOHYMBOTO TpajcKo pa3BuTue B brarapus ) m moctaBeHaTa aMOMLIMO3HA LEI - ,,0d ce Pa3Kpusm
npuyUHUMe 3d HEYCMOUYUBOMO pa3gumue Ha OvieapcKume 2padose U 6b3 OCHO8A HA OCHUJECMBEHOMO
u3Cne08ane Ha eOUHUYHUS CYYAll 0a ce 00CHOAM ANMePHAMUBHU 8APUAHIU 34 MAXHOMO npeodoasnsarie
MPaBAT M3CJICABAHETO KOMIUIEKCHO W HM3KIIOYUTEIHO TPYIHO 32 OCHUICCTBSBAHE B ITBIHOTA, 0COOEHO
KOTaTo B CIydas He Ce pa3yiTa Ha HHTEPIUCIUILTHHHO ChTPYIHUYIECTBO. ToBa ompeaens u mpeanoyeTeHus
OT JOKTOpaHTa MOAXO[ - Aa (opMmynmpa rmociaHus KbM TEOPHATA W MPAKTUKaTa Bb3 OCHOBA HAa 3HAHHE,

IIPOBEPCHO YPEC3 U3CJIICABAHC HA CIMHUYCH Ka3ycC.

[ToctaBeHuTe mpen Tpyaa ceieM H3CIeN0BaTelICKH 33aJjauid ca OTHOCUMHU KBbM II€JITa, HO HIKOM OT TSIX ca
TBBpJIE 00110 POPMYIIHpaHH U TOBA 3aTPYIHsBA MPEICHKATAa 33 CTETIEHTa Ha U3ITBIHEHUETO UM.

4. MeToauka Ha U3CJeABAHETO

W3cnenBanero npuiara AeyKTUBEH NMOAXO/, KaTO € MPOBEIEHO Ha TPH HUBA, IPEACTaBEHU B TPUTE TIIaBU
Ha Tpyla B TAXHATa JIOTMYECKAa IIOCIENOBATENHOCT: Pa3BUTHE Ha KOHLEMNUMATA 3a YCTOWYHMBOCT;
YCTOMUYMBOTO I'PajICKO pa3sBUTHE M HErOBUTE PAaKypCH; YCTOMUMBO pazBuTHe B brarapus (wioctpupaHo
ype3 Ha ciryyast Ha rpaj [lepHuk). Jlucepranusita nocTaBs U3pUUEH aKIEHT BbPXY KYJATYPHUTE H3MEPEHHUS
B KOHIIETIIHSTA 32 YCTOWYHMBO Pa3BUTHE U NOTEHLMATHATA PO HA KYATYPHUS TYPU3bM B MOJIMTHKHTE 32
HEHHOTO MPaKTHIECKO OCHIECTBSIBAHE.

Criony4sMBo U30paHUAT M MPOCTPAHHO PAa3BUT Ka3yC Ha M3CIIEABAHETO MPEIOCTaBsi O0raTH B3MOXKHOCTH
3a MpocJieAsBaHe Ha HCTOPUYECKH (POPMUPAHU KyATYPHHU IUIACTOBE, PA3HOCTPAHHO BIMSEIIN BbPXY Haii-
HOBOTO pa3BUTHE Ha Tpaja, KaTo W MO3BOJSABA Ja C€ MOAKPENAT pasrielaHuTe OOLIOTEOPETHYHH
MOCTAaHOBKM Ha KOHIICHIIMATA 32 YCTOMYMBO Pa3BUTHE C KOHKPETHKATa Ha CICHUPUYHHS COLUANICH H
MPOCTPAHCTBEH KOHTEKCT Ha Hali-eMOJIeMaTHYHUsI OBITapCKus MOCT-UHAYCTPHAJICH Ipaj. 3a chKajleHue,
B M3BECTEH CMHCBHJ € MpOITyCHaTa BB3MOXKHOCTTA 3a IO-M3PA3HTEIHOTO MOCTaBsiHe Ha [lepHUK B
OOITHOCTTa Ha E€BPOIEHCKNTE MOCT-UHIYCTPHAIHH I'Pa/IOBE, ChXPAaHWIN B KyJATypHAaTa MACHTUYHOCT HA
CBOUTE XHUTENU TTaMeTTa 32 MUHBOPCKOTO CH MHHAJIO, 8 CbBPEMEHHHUTE CH TOJUTHKH 32 HKOHOMHYECKO
MPECTPYKTYpUPaHE - C UHTEPIPETUPaHEe Ha HHAYCTPUATHOTO CH KYJITYPHO HACJIEACTBO.

5. IlpuHOCH M 3HAYMMOCT Ha Pa3padoTKaTa 3a HAyKaTa W NPaKTHKATAa

CwMmsTaM, 4e TPYIBT € BaXKHA CTHIIKA B YCHIHETO JIa CE OTKPOST MPOIECH B Pa3BUTHETO HA OBITAPCKUTE
IpajioBe Mpe3 MOCIEAHUTE TPU JIECETUIICTHS, KOUTO Ca B JIOTUYHA BPh3Ka ChC CBETOBHU U €BPOIICHCKU
TEHJCHIIMH, KaTo B CBIIOTO BpEeMe OTpa3siBaT chelu(pUYHH OCOOCHOCTH HA MECTHHS U HAIlMOHAJICH
KOHTEKCT M MMaT CBOsTa JbJIra HCTOPUYECKA MMbTeKa. 3HAYMMOCTTA Ha MOCTUTHATOTO B JAUCEPTAIMOHHUS
TPYJ CBBP3BaM C JIEKJIApUPAHOTO W yOEIUTETHO 3alIMTEHO OT aBTOpa My pa30HpaHe 3a YCTOHYHMBOTO
pa3BHUTHE KaTO XOJMCTUYHA U pa3BHUBAIlA CE UIes U 32 KyJITypaTa KaTo OTIIpaBHa TOYKA Ha BCAKO Pa3BUTHE,
BKJIFOUUTEIIHO YCTOWYMBOTO; KaKTO U C U3IPAJCHHUAT KOHKPETCH OBJITapCKH Ka3yc, KOWTO pasriiexnia
TeMaTa 3a JHEIIHOTO pa3BUTHE Ha rpaj [lepHuk, 3amuTaBaiky IpaBoOTO My Ha KyJTypHA HIECHTHYHOCT U
JIOCTOMHO OBJELLIE.



B TO31M cMuchn, nmpuemaM 3a OCHOBATENHO 3asBEHM YETUPU OT 3asiBEHUTE B aBTOpedepara oceM
TEOPETUYHHU NMPUHOCA HA TUCEPTALMOHHUS TPYA (ChOTBETHO NpuHOcH 1, 2,4 u 5). He mpuemam noHstuero
,»A34€3BaIlH I'PaZioBe* 32 CbOTHOCUMO KbM pas3riefaHus B AUcepTalysaTa Ka3yc, HUTO apryMeHTalusATa 3a
BBBEXXJAHETO My 3a yOemutenHa (mpuHoc 7). B ycraHoBeHara HanmoHanHa HepapxudyHa CUCTEMa OT
rpamoBe-IieHTpoBe u TexHuTe PpyHknronanau apeanu (FUA) na HammonaHa KOHIETIIHSI 32 pETHOHAITHO
u npoctpaHcTBeHO pazsuthe 2026-2040 r. (HKPIIP) Ilepuuk e cpen cpenHuTe rpajsoBe OT TPETO HUBO,
(meHTpOBE ¢ PErHMOHAIHO 3HAYCHHE 32 TEPUTOpHsATAa Ha obnactute). ChriacHO BbBeneHus mpe3 2025 .
[TOKa3aTell, 32 KPUTHYEH U M3MUCKBAII[ CIIEIIHH, ,,CTIACUTEHN " MEPKH C€ CUUTa ,,CTIaIbT Ha HACEICHUETO C
Haja 20% 3a 10-roxurieH nepuoy . B crpanara ca otueTeHu 22 TakuBa OOIMHM ¢ MAJIKK TPaJIOBE B rpynara
oT HuBO 4. CMsTaM, Y€ 3a aHaJIU3bT U 0OOCHOBAHETO HA pabOTEIIM CUCTEMAa OT MHAMKATOPH 3a U3CJICABAHE
U OLEHSIBAaHE HAa YCTOMYMBOTO TIPAACKO pa3BUTHE (IpUHOC &) € eKcrnepTHa IeHHOCT HY>KHO
CHTPYIHHUYECTBOTO HA MOJUTHUIIN, EKCIIEPTH OT Pa3IUYHU AUCLUUIUIMHU U TPaKIaHU.

6. ABTOpedepaT ¥ NyOJIUKAIUM 10 TUCEPTALMOHHUS TPY/I
ABTopedeparhT npeAcTaBs KOPEKTHO U MIBIIHO CTPYKTypaTa v ChABPKAHUETO Ha JUCEPTAIIMOHHUS TPY/.

[IpemocTaBeHr ca JaHHU 3a TPU CaMOCTOSTCIHH HAy4YHHM CTAaTHHM Ha JOKTOpaHTa Ha OBJITapCKU €3WK,
CBBP3aHHU C TEMaTa Ha TUCEPTAI[MOHHUS TPY, KOUTO ca MyOIMKyBaHH B HepedeprpaHy CIIMCAHUS C HAYYHO
pelieH3upaHe Wik B PeIakKTHPaHW KOJEKTHBHH TOMOBE. IIpencTaBeHnTe MaTepraid MOKPHUBAT B ILIOCT
MHHHAMAaJHNATE U3UCKBAaHMA 1O 4. 20, ai. 2 u 3.

7. JINYHU BieYaTJIeHUs OT AOKTOpPaHTa

Brnpekn paboTtata HE B 0010 M3CIIEIOBATEIICKO O, HE TT03HABAM JINYHO JTOKTOpaHTa. BrieyarieHusta
MH ca 0a3upaHU BBPXY INPEIOCTABCHHUTE 3a PEICH3WpPAaHE MATepUATH, a T YOSAWTEITHO HITIOCTPHPAT
HaJIMYUE HAa TPAaCH M3CIIECJOBATEIICKH WHTEPEC KBbM IPOICCUTE CBBP3aHU C YCTOHYMBOTO OOINECTBEHO
Pa3BUTHE M HETOBUTE IPAJICKU U3MEPEHUS — OTKPOCHH B TO-IIIMPOKHS CBETOBEH €BPOIEHCKH U MTPOIIEC, HO
Y OCMHCJICHH B CIIeIIU(UYHNS HALIMOHAJICH KOHTEKCT C TPHIKA 38 JHEIIHUTE OBJIrapCKH rpajloBe U TAXHOTO
Obaeie. B To3u CMHCBIT cMsTaM, Y€ TPYAbT JOKa3Ba HAJIMYKME HA BAXKHU 32 €IUH M3CJICI0BATEN KaueCcTRa
— IeNIEHACOYEHOCT, JOOPOCHBECTHOCT M YIIOPUTOCT.

8. Kpuruunu 3a6es1e:KKU U IPenopbLKH

[Ipuemam croOpakeHUsTa HAa aBTOPa Ja ce POKyCHpa caMo Ha KJIIIOUOBU CHbOUTHS, OUepPTABALIH PA3BUTHETO
Ha KOHIICTIIUATA U Ha MOJIMTHKATa 3a yCTOMYMBO pa3BUTHE, HO OMX My Ipernopbyaia IpH IOCIeBaIIa
pabota BBpXY H3Cie[BaHaTa MpoOJieMaTHKa Ja ce 3all03HaBaHE C MaTepualld Ha MeXIyHapojHaTa
ekcriepTHa rpymna no Lenaute Ha ycroitunBoto pazsutiue kbM UKOMOC, kouTo ca U3pU4HO HACOUEHU KbM
OCMHUCIISIHE Ha TEHICHIMHUTE B Pa30MpPaHETO 3a KyJITYPHOTO HACJIEACTBO - MAaTEPUAIIHO M HEMaTepHAIHO,
KaTo pecypc 3a YCTOWYMBO Pa3BUTHE B CBETOBEH M eBporielicku Mainad. bu Ouiio nosiesHo aa ce mposeaar
U KOHCYNTallMU ¢ ypOaHUCTHU MO crienu(rKaTa Ha HAIIMOHAJTHUTE CTPATETHYEeCKH JOKYMEHTH B MIOJIETO HA
PETHOHAIIHOTO U MPOCTPAHCTBEHO IUTAHUPAHE.

Hamnurie e n3Becten aucbananc B 06ema Ha OTACITHATE 9acTH Ha Tpyaa. CTpeMeXbT 1a Obe n3depraTeTHO
MPEJICTABEH XOJIMCTUYHUAT XapakTep Ha WJeATa 3a YCTOHYHMBO DPa3BUTHE, KAKTO W MHOMXECTBOTO W
KOMITOHEHTH - Ha CBETOBHO, €BPOIIEHCKO U HAIIMOHAIHO HUBO, B HEHHOTO ABJTO HCTOPUIECKO PA3BHUTHE, €
JIOBEN JI0 TIPEKOMEPHO HapacTBaHe Ha o0eMa Ha JUCepTalMOHHHS TPy, 0e3 Ja ce MOCTUTHE H3PUYHO
OOBBp3BaHE Ha JIUTEPATypHHUS 0030p C MPOBEJCHOTO EMIIMPUYHO H3cie/BaHe. B pesynrar mocnemHara
YacT Ha TPyJa OCTaBa B U3BECTHA CTEIEH M30JIMpaHa - HE BJIHM3a B JTUAJIOT MPEIUIIHATE MY YacTH U HE
M3II0JI3BA ITBITHOIEHHO BEYe HAIPABEHUTE OT aBTOPA U3BOJIH.



[IpencraBenus Matepuan OT U3cieABaHeTO B [lepHUK MO-CKOpPO MOJAPOOHO pas3ka3Ba chOpaHHs Oorar
eMIIMpUYEeH MaTepual, 0e3 a ro aHanu3upa. CoMeHaTy ca KakTo 100pH MHUIMATHBY U YCIIEXH, Taka U
JdIcara Ha TpaeH e(eKT OT MNpPOBEXKIAHUTE MOJUTHKH M IOJOXKEHHTE YCHiHsi, 0e3 ToBa la ¢
TpaHC(HOPMHPAHO B MPEMOPHKH 32 CTPATETUIECKO JICHCTBUE.

BroIpexu cuitHMS akIeHT BbPXY KyJITYPHUTE U3MEPEHHS, OCTaBa HEIOCTATHYHO Pa3BUTA BbB BCHUKH YaCTH
Ha TpyJa TeMara 3a pojsiTa Ha MECTHUTE OOIIHOCTH B THPCCHETO Ha YCTOWYMBU MOJICIH HA Pa3BUTHE — a
THKMO T€ Ca HOCUTEIUTE Ha Ta3H KyJITypa, KOSITO Ce HaJsIBaMe J1a CbXPaHUM U HaJrpainuM.

BoIpekn 4e HambaHO pa30upaM M CIOACISIM TpeBOrara Ha aBTOpa, CBbp3aHa C MPEICTABCHHUTE
CTaTHCTUYECKH JaHHU 3a OOLIMHATA U Ipaja, OuUX mpenopbuana ja ce 0OMHUCIM 3aMEHSHE Ha TEPMUHA
,,F3Ue3Ballll TPajioBe” ChC ,,CBUBAIU CE TPaJOBe™, KOETO MO-TOYHO OTrOBapsi HA OMUCBAHUTE TPAJCKU
mporiecy, 6e3 1a HOCH ycelaHe 3a 00pedeHocT (olie moBeve, B U3BOUTE Ha 1. 3 ce TBBPH, ye [lepHuK e
MOJIOXKHTENICH MTPUMED 32 M3I0JI3BaHE HA KYJITYPHOTO HACIECTBO KATO MHCTPYMEHT 32 YCIEIIeH MPEXo/);
TO € KOPEKTEH OBJIrapCKU MPEBO]T Ha MOJI3BAHOTO B aHTJI0E3MYHATA IUTepaTypa MoHsATue ,,shrinking cities*,
0003HaYaBaIIo MOJ00HH MPOIIECH B pelTuiia OCT-UHAYCTPHATIHU TPAJI0BE.

bux mpemopruana mo-roysiMa Mpenu3HOCT NpH (HOpMyITMpaHe Ha HIKOW TBBPACHUS, HAMP. EKOJIOTUIHHST
OTIICYATHK HE MOXeE J1a ObJIe ,,HEraTUBEH, a ypOaHU3aIMATa HE € HEPEMEHHO C HETaTUBHO BB3JCHCTBUC
BBPXy pa3BuTHeTO. HyKHUM ca U Hsikou (akToJorHdecku yrouHeHHs: CTOKXOIMCKaTa KOH(epeHIusTa
(1972 r.) ce 3aHMMaBa C OIa3BaHETO Ha OKOJHATA Cpeaa, He ome C pa3Buthero. KoHdepeHmmsTa
XABUTAT 3 ma OOH e cBeToBeH GopyM U HAMA OCHOBAaHUAT MOKyMEHT ,,HOB Tpajckum mHEBEH pem’,
npuet B Kuto mipe3 2016 r. cien mmpok 1edat moJIMTH4eCKH, MpoeCHOHAICH U 00IIeCTBEH Jebar, aa ce
npunucea Ha CAIIl.

HampaBeHnnTe kOMEHTapH U IPENOPHKYU HE MOALICHIBAT U3THKHATUTE BEU€ JOCTOMHCTBA HA TPY/Ia, a LEIAT
Jla TIOATIOMOTHAT aBTOpa My TpY OBJCIIN U3CIEIBaHUS BbPXY YCTOMYUBOTO IPaJICKO pa3BUTHE.

3aKiIoueHne

B 3akmroueHHe Ha H3IO0XKEHOTO MO-TOPE CMSTaM, 4e MPEICTABEHUST JUCEPTAIMOHEH TPy HA TeMma
HASUESBAIIIUTE I'PALOBE: (He)ycroiiunBoTo rpaacko pa3sutue B bbarapus caex 1989 r.*
OTroBaps Ha U3MCKBAHUATA Ha 3aKOHA 3a pa3BUTHE HA akaleMU4HUs cheTaB B P bearapus u na [IpaBiauka
3a TPUJIAraHEeTO MY, KaTO IEMOHCTPHPa YMEHHETO Ha aBTOpa Jia OOpaBH ¢ ToisiMa Mo 00eM pa3HOCTpaHHA
nHpOpMAIUs, Ja Tpuiara ChbBPEMEHHH W3CIECIOBATEIICKA METOMU W Ja (HOpMyJHpa TECOPETUYHU H
HAay4YHO-IIPHUJIOKHU U3BOIU.

Bb3 0cHOBa Ha TOBA ¢ MBbJHA Y0eIeHOCT MPeNJiaraM Ha YBa:KaeMOTO HAYYHO KYPH J1a MPHUCHIAN Ha
HMBO IEIIYHOB o6pa3zoBaTtenHnata W HaydyHa creneH “/JIOKTOP” mno npodecuoHaa Ho

HanpasjieHue 3.1. Coumosiorusi, aHTPONOJIOTHMA M HAYKH 3a KyJTypaTra, B 00/1acT Ha BHcCLIe
o0pasoBanue 3: ConuaaHH, CTONMAHCKH M MPABHU HAYKH.

UieH Ha HAYYHOTO KYypH:

nou. a-p apx. Enena /lumurposa

19 ronn 2026 1.
rp. Codus
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1. General characteristics of the dissertation.

The presented dissertation has a total volume of 419 pages, of which main text of 336 pages, bibliography
of 17 pages and appendices of 61 pages. The work is structured in an introduction, three chapters and a
conclusion, a reference list and two appendices. The reference list a total of 268 sources - 62 in Bulgarian
and 206 in foreign languages (English, Italian and French); of these, 28 were published after 2020.
Appendix 1 includes 5 graphs, 9 tables and 1 map, and Appendix 2 - materials from author’s interviews
and surveys.

2. Relevance of the topic and knowledge of the problem

The extensive topic of sustainable social development and its urban dimensions has attracted broad global
interest - both political and scientific, over the past three decades. This is related, on the one hand, to the
estimated growing risks facing societies, and on the other - to ongoing processes of urbanization,
confronting the theory and practice of urban planning and management with difficult-to-overcome
challenges in understanding and implementing strategic planning approaches and innovative tools. The
dissertation builds a broad panorama of the ongoing global scientific and political debate, accompanying
the emergence and collision of ideas and practices. The text contains comprehensively presented processes,
authors and documents that build the multifaceted picture of the search for ways to a more sustainable future
in the modern world. Indisputably important steps in the understanding of the relationship between man
and nature, the development of the idea of sustainable development and attempts at its practical application
are comprehensively examined. All this defines the present dissertation work as significant and timely. The



demonstrated good knowledge of the issues allows for the understanding of common global and European
processes in their specific national manifestations.

3. Appropriateness of the dissertation goal and tasks.

The chosen object of the study, namely "sustainable development as thinking, policy and practice", the
defined subject ("socio-economic and cultural-political reasons for unsustainable urban development in
Bulgaria") and the ambitious goal set ("to reveal the reasons for the unsustainable development of Bulgarian
cities and, based on the conducted study of the single case, to discuss alternative options for overcoming
them"), make the study complex and extremely difficult to implement in full, especially when
interdisciplinary cooperation is not relied on in this case. This also determines the approach preferred by
the doctoral student - to formulate messages for theory and practice based on knowledge verified through
the study of a single case. The seven research tasks set for the work are relevant to the goal, but some of
them are formulated too generally and this makes it difficult to estimate the degree of their implementation.

4. Research methodology

The research applies a deductive approach, and is conducted at three levels, presented in the three chapters
of the work in their logical sequence: development of the concept of sustainability; sustainable urban
development and its perspectives; sustainable development in Bulgaria (illustrated through the case of the
city of Pernik). The dissertation places an explicit emphasis on the cultural dimensions in the concept of
sustainable development and the potential role of cultural tourism in policies for its practical
implementation. The successfully selected and extensively developed case study provides opportunities for
tracing historically formed cultural layers, variously influencing the latest development of the city, and for
supporting the general theoretical statements of the concept of sustainable development under the specific
social and spatial context of the most emblematic Bulgarian post-industrial city. Unfortunately, an
opportunity seems missed to more expressively place Pernik in the community of European post-industrial
cities, which have preserved the memory of their mining past in the cultural identity of their residents, and
their contemporary policies for economic restructuring through the interpretation of their industrial cultural
heritage.

5. Contributions and significance of the work for science and practice.

The work could be considered an important step in the effort to identify key processes in the development
of Bulgarian cities over the past three decades, which are in logical connection with global and European
trends, while reflecting specific features of the local and national context along their own long historical
path. 1 associate the significance of what has been achieved in the dissertation with the declared and
convincingly defended understanding of sustainable development as a holistic and evolving idea, and
culture as the starting point of any development, including a sustainable one; as well as with the specific
Bulgarian case study, which examines the topic of the current development of the city of Pernik,
acknowledging its right to cultural identity and a future of dignity. I, therefore, consider four of the eight
theoretical contributions of the dissertation work stated in the abstract to be well-founded (contributions 1,
2, 4 and 5, respectively). I do not consider the concept of "disappearing cities" to be relevant to the case
considered in the dissertation (claimed contribution 7), nor the argumentation for its introduction to be
convincing. In the established national hierarchical system of urban centers and their functional areas (FUA)
of the National Concept for Regional and Spatial Development 2026-2040 (NCRSD), Pernik is among the
medium-sized cities of the third level (centers of regional importance for the territory of the districts).
According to the indicator introduced in 2025, "the decline in the population by over 20% over a 10-year
period" is considered critical and requires urgent, "rescue" measures. There are 22 such municipalities with
small towns in the level 4 group in the country. I also believe that the analysis and justification of a working
system of indicators for research and assessment of sustainable urban development (claimed contribution
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8) is an expert activity that requires the cooperation of politicians, experts from various disciplines, and
citizens.

6. Dissertation synopsis and related publications.

The synopsis correctly and thoroughly presents the dissertation structure and content. Data is provided for
three scientific articles in Bulgarian, authored by the doctoral student, and related to the topic of the
dissertation, which have been published in non-refereed journals with scientific review or in edited
collective volumes. The submitted materials fully cover the minimum requirements under Art. 2b, para. 2
and 3.

7. Personal impressions of the doctoral student

Despite our work in a common research field, I do not know the doctoral student personally. My
impressions are based on the materials provided for review, and they convincingly illustrate the presence
of a lasting research interest in the processes related to sustainable social development and its urban
dimensions — highlighted in the broader global and European process, but also understood in the specific
national context with care for today's Bulgarian cities and their future. In this sense, I believe that the work
proves the presence of important qualities for a researcher — purposefulness, conscientiousness and
perseverance.

8. Ciritical remarks and recommendations

I accept the author's considerations to focus only on key events outlining the development of the concept
and policy for sustainable development, but I would recommend that in subsequent work on the researched
issue, he familiarize himself with materials of the international expert group on the Sustainable
Development Goals at ICOMOS, which are explicitly aimed at understanding the trends in the
understanding of cultural heritage - tangible and intangible, as a resource for sustainable development on a
global and European scale. It would be useful to also hold consultations with urban planners on the specifics
of national strategic documents in the field of regional and spatial planning. There is a certain imbalance in
the volume of the individual parts of the work. The effort to comprehensively present the holistic nature of
the idea of sustainable development, as well as its many components - at the global, European and national
levels, in its long historical development, has led to an excessive increase in the volume of the dissertation
work, without achieving an explicit connection of the literature review with the empirical research
conducted. As a result, the last part of the work remains somewhat isolated - it does not enter into a dialogue
with its previous parts and does not fully use the conclusions already drawn by the author.

The presented material from the study in Pernik rather presents in detail rich empirical material collected
without analyzing it. Both good initiatives and achievements are mentioned, alongside the lack of lasting
effect of the implemented policies and the efforts made, without this being transformed into
recommendations for strategic action. Despite the strong emphasis on cultural dimensions, the topic of the
role of local communities in the search for sustainable development models remains insufficiently
developed in all parts of the work - and it is they who are the bearers of the culture that we strive to preserve
and build upon.

Although I understand and fully share the author's concern related to the presented statistical data for the
municipality and the city, I would recommend replacing the term "disappearing cities" with "shrinking
cities", which more accurately corresponds to the described urban processes, without bringing a sense of
doom (moreover, the conclusions of Chapter 3 claim that Pernik is a positive example of using cultural
heritage as a tool for successful transition). It is also the Bulgarian translation of the term “shrinking cities”
used in English literature, denoting similar processes in numerous post-industrial cities.



I would recommend greater precision in formulating some statements, e.g. the ecological footprint cannot
be “negative”, and urbanization does not necessarily have a negative impact on development. Some factual
clarifications are also needed: the Stockholm Conference (1972) deals with environmental protection, not
with development yet. The UN HABITAT 3 Conference is a global forum and there is no reason to attribute
the document “New Urban Agenda”, adopted in Quito in 2016 after a broad political, professional and
public debate, to the USA.

The comments and recommendations made do not underestimate the already highlighted merits of the
work but aim to support its author in his continuing research on sustainable urban development.

Conclusion

In conclusion, I believe that the presented dissertation on the topic "DISAPPEARING CITIES:
(Un)Sustainable Urban Development in Bulgaria after 1989" meets the requirements of the Act on the
Development of Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria and the Regulations for its implementation,
demonstrating the author's ability to handle a large volume of diverse information, to apply contemporary
research methods and to formulate theoretical and applied conclusions.

Based on this and with full conviction, I propose to the esteemed scientific jury to award IVO
PESHUNOV the educational and scientific degree "DOCTOR" in professional field 3.1. Sociology,
Anthropology and Cultural Sciences, in the area of higher education 3: Social, Economic and Legal
Sciences.

Member of the scientific jury:

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Arch. Elena Dimitrova

June 19, 2026
Sofia



