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Ilpeocmassne na ranouoama u npoyedypama. Anmma IlaBmoBa WMa KOJOPUTHO
pazHooOpa3HO 0Opa3oBaHWE KAaTO TENaror, My3WKaHT, MEHUKBpP. TOYHO TaKbB KOJOPHTECH U
pasHooOpa3eH e ¥ MPo(HEeCHOHATHUAT OITUT HA KaHIU1aTa, BKIIFOYBAII U YYUTEJICKATa IPAKTUKA B
yauiuiie. B ToBa IIMYHOCTHO BETPWIO (CHHEPTUsi HA W3KYCTBO, OW3HEC, IeJaroruka),
OTCTOSIBAHO ¥ pPEATM3MPAHO OT JOKTOpPAHTa, ThPCS OCHOBAaHMATA Ha KpacwBara yCTOHYMBa
MOTHBAIIHS HA JUCEPTAI[HOHHOTO U3CJIC/IBAHE.

Obwa xapakmepucmuka, npooblemMamuKka U 3Ha4uMoCm Ha U3Cieosanemo. AHTaXKUpaHH
CME C e[lHa MOCTOsSIHHA MPOo0JIeMaTuKa, KOSTO Ce MHOBHpA MEPMAHEHTHO B PA3JIMYHU MEPUOIN U
B KOHTEKCTa Ha Pa3IMYHH NapaJurMH Ha YYWIMIIHOTO oOpa3zoBanue. IIpobiemaTrnkara Ha mpe-
BOJa, Ha MPO-BEKJAHETO M BHEAPSBAHETO HAa AaKaJeMHUYHUTE TEOPETUYECKH UACHU Tpe3
MOJIEPHUTE BPEMEHA OT YHUBEPCUTETUTE B 00pa3oBaTesHaTa IPaKTHKa — OT CAaMUTE JIEHCTBAIIN
Ha TepeH — yuurtenuTe. Taka nuceprauuara Ha Anuma ce (oKycHpa B cBOe crnenu(puyHo
npod/jeMHO moJie — (YHKIHOHAJTHOTO CcedYeHHe MeJarormyecka Tteopusi (Hayka) /
o0pa3oBaTeiHa TMPAKTHKa — CBbp3Ball cy0eKT YyuuTeJdsi. TEKCTHT apryMEeHTHpaHO,
KOMIIETEHTHO, ITbJIHOLIEHHO U3CJI€/[Ba HA BCUUKH PaBHUILA TOBA CEUCHHE.

Cvovporcamentna oyenka u oocmouncmea Ha mpyoa. ExcnepTHaTa KpUTHYECKa Harjaca
3a JEHCTBUTEIHUTE MOJ3U 3a MeJarornyeckoTo MO3HaHWE U KaTo TeOpHs, U KaTo MPaKTHUKA, OT
Tpy/Ja Ha KaHAUIaTa:

1. O0mm xapakTrepucTHKH Ha Tpyaa — [lpekpacHa jorumka, IMOCJIEIOBATEIHOCT,
W3uUeprnaTeTHOCT Ha 3asBKara, OamaHc Mexay 4-te yactu. [IpnHO oOxBaimiaHe Ha
npobneMHara obnact (cropen oOroBopeHaTa 3asiBka Ha aBTopa). 321 c. Teker ¢ 13
NPUIIOKEHUS; U3KITIounTenHa Oubmuorpadus ot 489 3arnmaBus — 197 Ha kupwinna,
192 na natununa u 138 uHTEpHET M3TOYHUKA. VIHTENEKTyaTHO yIOBOJICTBUE € Ja Ce
o0mIyBa ¢ KOMIIETEHTeH, WH(OPMATUBEH, MOHATHMHO U CTHIOBO TBHPCEIIO-
OPUEHTHUPAH, JIOTUYHO KOXEPEHTEH, apXUTEKTYPHO CTPOEH Hay4yeH TekcT. Mamaden,
BHYIIUTEJICH TPYA.

2. TIpocTtpanHoTo BbBeleHMe M MOCTAHOBKA HAa M3CJEABAHETO: OOCKT-TIpeIMETHA
Mpenr3Ha 00JIacT; MPeICTaBs CUCTeMA 0T U3CJIe10BATEJICKH BBIIPOCH U XUIOTE3H;
CMsITaM, Y€ IeJTa U KaTO 3asiBKa, M KATO peajn3anus e no-6orara oT HamMcaHaTa.

3. TeoperHueckusiT KOpMyc: MPEJACTaBeH OT IbPBa M BTOpA IJIaBa MpaBH Mapaien u
cnenudukanys Ha akagemuunara Hayka w HIIII. Tyk Omxa ce Bmmcasau penuiia
n3ciaensanusd Ha IIEJAT'OT'MYECKOTO ITO3HAHMUME — otnipeaun aa ce 000co0Hn
Ha _,HAY4YHO* W . MONyJsipHO® — T.€. MNpead KJIacudeckara, MOJEpHaTa |
mocTMojiepHaTa emoxa. To3m mperyieqn OM ce OTpa3ui ChHIIECTBEHO BBPXY




UHTEpHOpeTanuu, npenopbku, u Haii-Beue [IPOI'HO3U 3a pazsutuero B BAJIAHC u
EJIMHSBAHE Ha nBere mosera.

4. EMNMpPUYHUTE TNOTBbPKIEHUSI: H3CIEABAHETO C YYUTEIM € MHOTO HACHHO U
CMHCJICHO, BbIpocuTe cHaOasBar A. [laBnoBa ¢ emmupuueH pecypc U JIaHHH 32
OTTOBOP HA MU3CJIEIOBATEICKUTE BHIIPOCU U MPOBEPKA HA XUIIOTE3UTE.

5. IlpuiaoxkHUTEe NOTBBLPXKIAEHUs: B 1enus TeKCT U 0cOOEHO B MOCIEAHUTE YacTH Ca
MIPUBEJICHN KaTO CBUJETEJICTBA MPAKTUYECKU ONUT U MPAKTUKU 3a BHEIPSIBAHE HA
uneu u Hacoku oT HIIII. Camure HanpaBieHus (BBIIPEKHU, Y€ pa3rpaHUYaBaHETO UM
Mo3ke Aa ce mpooiematusupa) Ha HIIIT umar takaBa opueHTaus.

6. Hayunara peduiekcusi: JOKTOPAaHTHT pedUIeKTHpa MPEKPacHO KaKTO BBPXY
EMIIMPUYHUS CU MaTepuall, Taka U B IIPOLIECa Ha HAYYHO TEOPETU3MpAHE, TaKa U Ha
Mera paBHuile kato otkposisa OBOBUIEHWA, U3BOAM, MHOI'OITOCOYHU
I[TPEITOPBKH, ITEPCIIEKTUBU u 3a HayyHu 3a W3CleABaHMS, U 3a MpPaAKTUUYECKa
pabora. [IpaBsT ce KOHCTaTaluu, HO C€ THPCAT U (HOPMYIHpAT MPOodIEeMH, OapuepH,
crenu(pUYHNA YCIOBUS, TUYHU MOTHUBALMU — KOETO € Hal-BaXXHOTO M MpelcTaBs A.
[TaBoBa B 3penocTTa it Ha MUCIUTEN M OCh3HAT MEJaror — TpaHchopMarop.

Aemopeghepam u nybruxayuu: TOCTaTHYHO HA OPOM M OTTOBAPST HA BCHYKH M3WCKBAHUS,
MPEJCTABUTEIIHU Ca 33 JUCEPTAIMOHHOTO HU3CIICIBAHE.

W3BbpBEeHUTE CTHIKA Ca NMPHUHOCHUTE MOMEHTH HAa WU3CJIeIBAHETO, d 8 KOMNIEKC
npudagam HeobxooumMama cmouHoCm Ha mpyoa.
Teopemuunu npurocu (3a meH cunmesuparemo Ha 1 u 2 e 102uyHo):
1. OGocHoBano e wmsicroto Ha HIIIl B cucrtemara Ha MemaroriyecKOTO IMO3HAHHE — U KaTO
MIPOM3BOJIHO HA aKaJIeMUYHATa HayKa, U CbC crielu(PpuuHu 0COOEHOCTH U HYHKIIMH — CBBP3aHOCT
C IMYCH ONUT M MIPHIJIO’KHA HACOYCHOCT.
Emnupuynu npunocu:
2. YCTaHOBEHM Ca HarjacHTe, OYaKBaHUATA, TEMATHUYHUTE WHTEPECH HA OBJITAPCKUTE YUUTEIH
crpssmo HIIIIL
3. UscnenBanu ca Qaktopu, ycinoBus u Oapuepu 3a mpuiiokeHue Ha uaen ot u upe3 HIIII,
JTUYHOCTHO OIICHSIBAHU OT YUUTEIUTE.
Tpunoosichu npunocu (Cvwo cunmesupam nocoyeHume 3apaou Heu30eHCHOmo UM eOUHHO npeo-
nocmaesme u ciyusaue):
4. OmpeneriicHA ca MPEMOPBHKH 33 3aCHIBAHE HA BPB3KUTE MEXKIY aKaJeMHYHATA IeJaroruka,
HIIIT u paGorara Ha y4yutenuTe (IOCTBII, METOAWYECKA MOAKperna, (GopMu 3a CIOAETEHOCT Ha
OIIHT) — Upe3 BHTPE-YUMIUIIHA U MK Ty-YIMIUITHA HATMOHATHA MEXaHU3MH.

Kpumuunu 6enesrcku, évnpocu u npenopwvku: llponztnyar or 60raTcTBOTO Ha TPYyJAa U C
WHTEpEC pa3uuTar Ha mpodecruoHaTHaTa, epyaupaHa, MepCreKTUBHA MO3HIIUS Ha aBTOpa.

1. 3araaBuero Ha Tpylna 3a MEH € HE ,,aJNTepHATHBHA®, a ,,eCTECTBEHa OOpa3oBaTelHa
npaktuka®. [IpenopbuBam npu u3gaBaHe Ha MOHOTpadus Ja € ¢ TO3U TEPMUH.

2. Jla ce Bioyar B ObJelIe HA HCTOPHKO-TEOPeTHYECKO HUBO (a3uTe Ha €IMHCTBO HA
MIEJarOrMYeCKOTO MO3HAHUE B INIEMEHHUTE KYJITYPH J0 NMpeA-Bb3pOKICHCKa bbarapus,
32 Ja ce OTKpOSAT Mo-1o0pe TeHACHUMUTE W MEepCHeKTUBUTE Ha ChyeTaBaHE Ha
akanemnuyHarta Hayka u HIIII B Obaemie.



3. 3amo ce W3KIIOYBAT POAMTEIMTe KaTo H3cieABaHa Tpyna W azapecat Ha HIIII?
B3anmMoaeicTBUETO YUUTEN-POAUTENN € KIOYOBO B TOBA IMOJIE HA JIMYHOCTHO Pa3BUTHE.
Kak mpuema IlaBioBa 3asBeHOTO (B eMIIUPUYHOTO M3CJIEIBaHE) MUHOPHO OTHOIICHHE HA
YUUTEIUTE KbM POJUTEIUTE B TO3H MPOIec?

4. B KOHTEeKCTa Ha mpeiaraHe Ha YYWIUIIHU M MEXIYYYWIHIIHU MEXaHU3MHU 3a
peanmsupane Ha unaen Ha HIIII xakBo ¢ mHeHuero Ha IlaBnoBa 3a edeKTHBHOCTTA Ha
T.Hap. ,,AHOBATUBHHU yYWJIUIIA®, paboTaTa M0 HHOBATHUBHM (He 3a/a/IeHH MO NMPorpamMu)
MIPOEKTH; UHTETPUPAHETO Ha TAKHBA KPUTEPUMU B M3MCKBAHUATA 32 NMOKPUBAHE HA
IKC ot yuurtenu; B audepeHIIMPAHO 3aIUIAIAHE W/WIH aTecTUPaHe?

5. Kax HIIII ga ce Tpancaupa B obmectBoTo Karo usio? 3a na E neiicrBurennara
MoJIKperna Ha 00pa30BaHUETO KaTo MPUOPUTETEH coluaneH mpoekr? T.e., mpolieMsbT 3a
HNEJATOI'MYECKOTO OBPA30BAHUE u OKVIJITYPSABAHE HA
CBbBPEMEHHUTE OBLIECTBA?

6. Kak me u3naae tpyaa cu A. [laBioBa — karo akagemuyna monorpagus NN kato
HAYYHO-TIOMYJISIPHO MOMArajo, cbuuHenne M 3amo? KakBu ca HamepeHusiTa W 3a
Pa3BUTHE KaTO aBTOP — aKaJIEMHUYEH UM HAYYHO-TIOMYJISIPEH KaHp?

7. CmsTa nu Kojerara, 4e € Heo0xoaumMo W BB3IMOKHO DPA3BUTHETO Ha HAYYHO-
nonyJsipHa mnepuoauka peaoM c¢ HayuyHata? Ilo3HaBa sm TakuBa o0pa3uu B
CBETOBHATA WJIM HALIMOHAJIHA NeHCTBUTEJIHOCT?

Jlocma eévnpocu 3a pasmucvi, HO cbm yoeoeHa, ue me ca OPeaHUYHA, eCMeCcmeeHda u
ehekmuena uyacm om  0vOewomo - camoonpeoeieHue U YHIbMHAGAHE  HA
u3cjiedosamencKama, neoazozuiecKa, UHOBAMUGHA MEOPUeCKa UOeHMUYHOCM Ha Anuwa
Ilagnoesa.

3axnouenue: TpynsT Ha Anuma [TaBnoBa € W300uIeH B MTO3HABATEIIHO, KOHIENTYAITHO,
E€MIIUPUKO-U3CIIEIOBATENICKO, MPUIOKHO, MEPCHEKTUBHO, MPOOIEMHO-TBOPUYECKO OTHOIICHHE.
[lensp € Ha mpuHOCHO paBHuUlIe 3a I[legarormkara m OOpazoBaHueTo MO mpoduia Ha
JOKTOpcKaTa mporpama. KoHKypcHaTa mpolieaypa OTroBapsi Ha M3WMCKBaHMITA Ha 3aKkoHa 3a
PACPB. Ilpennaram HambJaHO y0edeHO NPUCHAKAAHETO HA 00pa3oBaTeJHATA W Hay4dHA
crened ,,Jo0kTop* mo ITH 1.2. Ilenaroruxka (TB/I) na noxkropant Aysuma IlaBioBa ¢ Hay4yeH
pbkoBoauTea jaou. a-p Tpasn IlonkoyeB, KOWTO 3a TOpEeNeH IIBT TIOKa3Ba Kak
HHTErpUpPaHeTO0 Ha o0pa3oBaTelHU, W3CIEAOBATEICKH, cHenu(pUIYHU TeJaroru4ecKu
KYJTYpPH OTKpHBA CTpPATeTHUECKH TOPTaaM 3a OBJEHIeTO Ha BCEYOBEIIKATa TpUXKA W
OTTOBOPHOCT 3a Mpe-Tpe-1aBaHeTo Ha pojoBaTa KyJITypa MO €CTECTBEH U JOCTHIIEH 32 BCUYKHU
HaynH. VICKpeHO Mo3paBsiBaM €KHMa HAYyYeH PbKOBOANTEI—10KTOPAHT-MIHPBUYHO HAYYHO
3BeHO—(aKyJITeT 3a MopeHaTa TyXOBHO-00pa3oBaTeliHa TPAEKTOPHsl, KOATO HU CBHP3Ba.

Codust PenieHsenT: ..........oeeell.
10.06.2026 r. (mpo. 1.1 S. MepmxanoBa)



REVIEW
of a doctoral dissertation entitled
“Popular Science Pedagogy as an Environment for Alternative Educational Practice”

Author: Doctoral Candidate Alisha Pavlova
Reviewer: Prof. Yanka Dinkova Merdzhanova, DSc, Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”,
Faculty of Education, Department of Didactics

Presentation of the candidate and the procedure: Alisha Pavlova has a remarkably diverse
and multifaceted educational background encompassing pedagogy, music, and management.
Equally diverse and wide-ranging is the candidate’s professional experience, which also includes
teaching practice in a school setting. It is within this distinctive constellation of personal and
professional qualities — a synergy of art, business, and pedagogy, consistently upheld and
embodied by the doctoral candidate — that | identify the foundations of the compelling and
enduring motivation underlying the dissertation research.

General characteristics, research problem, and significance of the study: We are
concerned with an enduring set of issues that is continually renewed across different historical
periods and within the context of different paradigms of school education. These issues relate to
the trans-lation, the con-veyance, and the implementation of academic theoretical ideas in modern
times — from universities into educational practice — by those directly engaged in the field: teachers
themselves. Thus, Alisha’s dissertation focuses on a specific problem area of its own: the
functional intersection between pedagogical theory (science) and educational practice, with
the teacher acting as the connecting agent. In a well-substantiated, competent, and
comprehensive manner, the text examines this intersection at every level.

Substantive assessment and merits of the dissertation: The expert critical perspective on
the actual contribution of the candidate’s work to pedagogical knowledge, both as theory and as
practice:

1. General characteristics of the dissertation — Excellent logic, consistency, and
comprehensiveness in addressing the stated research objectives, together with a well-
achieved balance among the four parts. The problem area is covered in its entirety, in
accordance with the research scope articulated by the author. The dissertation
comprises 321 pages of text and 13 appendices, as well as an exceptional bibliography
of 489 titles —197 in Cyrillic script, 192 in Latin script, and 138 online sources.
Engaging with such a competent, informative, conceptually and stylistically inquiry-
oriented, logically coherent, and architecturally well-structured scholarly text is an
intellectual pleasure. This is an extensive and impressive work.

2. The extensive introduction and formulation of the study: a precisely delineated
field in terms of its object and subject; it presents a system of research questions and
hypotheses. In my view, the aim — both as initially formulated and as actually
pursued — is broader and more substantive than its written formulation suggests.

3. The theoretical corpus: presented in Chapters One and Two, it draws a parallel
between and provides a specification of academic science and popular science
pedagogy. This section could also incorporate a number of studies on



PEDAGOGICAL KNOWLEDGE from the period before it became differentiated
into “scholarly” and “popular” forms — that is, prior to the classical, modern, and
postmodern eras. Such a review would have a substantial bearing on the interpretations,
recommendations, and, above all, the PROJECTIONS concerning the future
development of the two fields IN BALANCE and through their INTEGRATION.

4. The empirical corroboration: the study involving teachers is highly original and
substantively meaningful. The questions provide A. Pavlova with a robust empirical
basis and data for addressing the research questions and testing the hypotheses.

5. The practice-oriented corroboration: throughout the text, and particularly in its
concluding sections, practical experience and practices involving the implementation
of ideas and guidelines derived from popular science pedagogy are presented as
supporting evidence. The very strands of popular science pedagogy — although the
distinctions drawn among them may themselves be open to debate — are characterised
by such a practice-oriented focus.

6. Scholarly reflection: the doctoral candidate demonstrates an excellent capacity for
reflection—on her empirical material, throughout the process of scholarly theorisation,
and at the meta-level — by articulating GENERALISATIONS, CONCLUSIONS,
MULTIDIRECTIONAL RECOMMENDATIONS, and PERSPECTIVES for both
further research and practical work. The dissertation not only presents findings but also
identifies and formulates problems, barriers, specific conditions, and personal
motivations. This is of particular importance, as it reveals A. Pavlova’s maturity as a
thinker and as a self-aware transformative educator.

Dissertation abstract and publications: they are sufficient in number, meet all applicable
requirements, and are representative of the dissertation research.

The steps undertaken constitute the principal contributions of the study and, taken
together, confer the requisite scholarly value upon the dissertation:
Theoretical contributions (in my view, it would be logical to synthesise points 1 and 2):

1. The place of popular science pedagogy within the system of pedagogical knowledge is
substantiated — both as a derivative of academic scholarship and as a field possessing
specific characteristics and functions, including its connection with personal experience
and its practice-oriented focus.

Empirical contributions:

2. The attitudes, expectations, and thematic interests of Bulgarian teachers regarding popular
science pedagogy have been identified.

3. The factors, conditions, and barriers affecting the application of ideas derived from and
mediated through popular science pedagogy, as personally assessed by teachers, have been
examined.

Practical contributions (here, too, | synthesise the contributions identified, given their inevitably
unified pre-positioning and realisation):

4. Recommendations have been formulated for strengthening the links among academic
pedagogy, popular science pedagogy, and teachers’ professional practice — including
access, methodological support, and formats for sharing experience — through intra-school
and inter-school mechanisms at the national level.



Critical remarks, questions, and recommendations: These arise from the richness of the
dissertation and look with interest to the author’s professional, erudite, and forward-looking
perspective.

1.

In my view, the dissertation title should refer not to “alternative educational practice” but
to “natural educational practice.” I recommend adopting this term when the dissertation is
published as a monograph.

Future research should incorporate, at the historical and theoretical level, the phases of
unity within pedagogical knowledge — from tribal cultures to pre-National Revival
Bulgaria — in order to highlight more clearly the trends and prospects for integrating
academic scholarship and popular science pedagogy in the future.

Why are parents excluded as both a participant group in the study and a target audience of
popular science pedagogy? Teacher—parent interaction is crucial within this field of
personal development. How does Pavlova interpret the teachers’ limited recognition of the
parents’ role in this process, as indicated by the empirical study?

In the context of proposing intra-school and inter-school mechanisms for implementing
ideas derived from popular science pedagogy, what is Pavlova’s view on the effectiveness
of so-called “innovative schools”; work on innovative projects that are not prescribed
by formal programmes; the incorporation of such criteria into the requirements for
teachers’ professional qualification grades; and their inclusion in differentiated
remuneration and/or teacher appraisal?

How can popular science pedagogy be communicated to society as a whole so that it
may constitute genuine support for education as a priority social project? In other words,
this raises the issue of the PEDAGOGICAL EDUCATION and CULTURAL
DEVELOPMENT OF CONTEMPORARY SOCIETIES.

How does A. Pavlova intend to publish her work— as an academic monograph OR as
a popular science handbook or treatise —and why? What are her intentions regarding
her future development as an author: does she envisage writing within the academic
genre or the popular science genre?

Does the candidate consider the development of popular science periodicals alongside
scholarly journals to be both necessary AND feasible? Is she familiar with comparable
examples in international or national contexts?

These are numerous questions for reflection, yet I am convinced that they constitute an

organic, natural, and effective part of Alisha Pavlova’s future self-definition and of the
further consolidation of her identity as a researcher, educator, innovator, and creative
practitioner.

Conclusion: Alisha Pavlova’s dissertation is abundant in cognitive, conceptual, empirical-

research, applied, prospective, problem-oriented, and creative terms. It makes a substantial
contribution to Pedagogy and Education within the profile of the doctoral programme. The degree-
awarding procedure complies with the requirements of the Development of Academic Staff in the
Republic of Bulgaria Act.

I recommend, with complete conviction, that doctoral candidate Alisha Pavlova be

awarded the educational and scientific degree of “Doctor” in Professional Field 1.2.
Pedagogy (Theory of Education and Didactics), under the supervision of Assoc. Prof. Trayan



Popkochev, PhD, who demonstrates once again how the integration of educational, research, and
distinctive pedagogical cultures opens strategic portals towards the future of humanity’s shared
care and responsibility for the trans-mission and handing-down of cultural heritage in a natural
manner accessible to all.

| sincerely congratulate the team — the doctoral supervisor, the doctoral candidate, the
academic unit, and the faculty on this significant scholarly and educational achievement, which
further strengthens the bonds within our academic community.

Sofia Reviewer:....................
10.06.2026 (Prof. Y. Merdzhanova, DSc)



