PELHEH3USA

ot npo¢. n-p. Bnagko Muuos NUBanos, nmpodecop B kareapa ,,HalnmonaiHa curypHocT
u nyonuuHa agmuuuctpaius B O3V ,Heodut Puiicku®, uieH Ha HaydHO KypH IO
KOHKYpC 3a 3aeMaHe Ha akajeMuuHara anbxHocT ,JIPODGECOP” B npodecnoHamHo
Hampasienue 9.1. ,,Hanuonanna curypuoct (CTpaTernuecku pecypcu 3a HallMOHAJHA,
pervonanHa u rtnobamHa curypHoct). FO3Y ,Heodbutr Puncku® — bnaroesrpan,
nyOnuKyBaH B JIbpkaBeH BecTHUK Op. 36/17.04.2026 .

KAHIMUIOAT: douent a. H. Bnagucnas Anekcanipos Jlazapos

OcHoBaHue 3a U3TOTBSHE HA peleH3usTa - 3anosea Ha Pektopa Ha FO3Y ,,Heodur
Punicku® Ne 1361 ot 16.06.2026 1.

I. Kparku Ouorpadguynu JaHHU 32 KAaHAMAATA

Ilo ropenocoyeHusi KOHKYpC € MOJaJl HW3HMCKBAIIUTE C€ JOKYMEHTH €IHH
KaHAUAAT - JOLEHT 1. H. BnaaucnaB JlazapoB, moueHt B Kartenpa ,,Hamumonanna
curypHoct®, dakynret ,, IHpopmarmonnu texuonorun Ha YHUBUT u XxoHOpyBaH
IpernojiaBaresl B Karenapa ,,HanuoHanHa CUTypHOCT W IMyOJIMYHA aMHUHHCTpAUUa‘ Ha
KO3V ,,Heodur Puncku“. Ot mpeacTaBeHUTE TOKYMEHTH € BHJIHO, Y€ KaHIUIATHT €
3aBbPIIMI OOpPa30BaHUETO CU B MPECTHX HU ydeOHu 3aBedeHus. lIpes 2009 r.
3allMTaBa JIOKTOpCKa AucepTranus Ha Tema ,,CTpaTernuyeckyd pecypcu 3a MOAAbpiKaHe
Ha HalMOHAJHAaTa curypHocT B Akaaemusita Ha MBP. IIpunobuBa HayuHarta cTeneH
,»,JJOkTop Ha Haykute“ B YHUBUT mpe3 2016 r., kpaeTo 3amodBa MpeEnogaBaTescKa
Kapuepa.

VYcnopenHo ¢ 00pa3oBaTeTHOTO HU3pPACTBAHE, KAHAWJATHT HATPYIBA TOJIAM
YVIOPaBICHCKA OMUT M €KCHEepTH3a B HAIMOHAIHU W MEXIAYHAPOJHU HHCTHUTYIIHH.
UneHyBa B MPECTHKHU MEXKJIYHAPOJHU OPraHU3allMU CBbP3aHU ChC CUTYPHOCTTA U
OOLIECTBEHUS peJll, CTOMaHCcKaTa JeWHOCT. UlieH € Ha peAakuuOoHHW koseruu. Mma

CoJInaHa €3HUKOBa II0ATOTOBKA.



[Ipouenypara mo KoHKypca € B ChOTBEeTCTBUME ¢ u3uckBaHusta Ha 3PACPB,
[IpaBuinuka 3a npunarane Ha 3PACPDB u Ha n3nckBanusTa Ha BbTpemnure npaBuia
3a pa3BuTHE Ha akajgemMuuyHus cberaB B O3V | Heodur Puicku® 3a 3aemane Ha
aKaJgeMuYHaTa JIkKHOCT ,,[Ipodecop™.

II. XapakTepuCTHKA HA HAYYHATA U HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHATA NMPOAYKUUA

Houent a. H. Bnanucnas JlazapoB e npexacraBun cnuchk ¢ 31 mybnukaruu (1
MoHorpadusa, lctymamus, 1 ydyeOHMK u 28 cTaTuM W JOKJIAad, OT KOWTO IIeT B
ChaBTOPCTBO). M3MbiHsABA MUHUMATHUTE HAIMOHAIIHA U3UCKBAHUSA 110 WI. 20, a2 u 3
ot 3PACPB ¢ 0611 c6op ot 1398,3 Touku, KOeTo Jajied HaaXBBPJIS U3UCKBAIIUTE CE 3a
3aeMaHe Ha akaJeMHUYHaTa IIbxKHOCT ,,[Ipodecop®.

ChabpXkaHUETO Ha MPEICTABEHUTE TPYJIOBE OMNPEACICHO € B JIOHOTO Ha
npodecuonanno HampasieHue 9.1. ,Hammonanna curypuoct. IlpuoputeTHu ca
poOJIEMUTE HA FEONOJUTUKATA, ChPEBHOBAHUETO 3a CTPATETMYECKU pecypcH, bopOara
3a CBETOBHO JIMJIEPCTBO, POJIATA HA MAJIKUTE JbpP’KaBU B CBETOBHHS pel U Jp. 3a
y4acTHE B KOHKYypCa 3a 3a€MaHe Ha akaJieMU4HaTa JIbXKHOCT ,,[[podecop”, aBTOpbT ce
dbokycupa BbpXy noteHimaia Ha EC ¥ chpeBHOBaHUETO 3a CBETOBHO JIMACPCTBO B
€roxa Ha CJIOKHU XHOPUIHU KOH(UTYypaluy u O6e3molraaHa 6opoa 3a oresiBaHe.

KangunathT € mo3HAaT M yBa)kaBaH B aKaJEeMUUYHUTE CpEeIu, OTKPUBAT CE
MHOTOOPOWHU IUTUPAHUSI HA HETOBU TPYJIOBE.

III. OcHOBHM TNPUHOCHM B  HAYYHATA, HAYYHO-NPHJIOKHATA H
NPenoaaBare/CKa JeHHOCT HAa KAHAUAATA

Houent n. H. Bnagucna JlazapoB e mpeactaBun CrpaBka 3a OPUTHHAIHU
HAyYHHU IPUHOCU U TIOApOoOHM Pe3toMera Ha HaydHUTE MyOJMKAI[MU, C KOUTO y4acTBa
B KOHKypcCa 3a 3aeMaHe Ha akaJeMu4yHaTa JIbKHOCT ,IIpodecop”. Chiure KOPEKTHO
oTpa3siBar u3cienanusta My B nepuoga 2020 - 2026 r., moka3BaT €KCIEPTHUTE MY
BB3MOKHOCTH, OOTaThsl YIIPaBICHCKH OMUT U YMEHHS 32 KOMOMHUpaHE HAa ChbBPEMEHHU

Hay4YHHU HHCTPYMCHTH, KOUTO BOIAT OO0 CB3AdBAHC Ha 3HAUYUMMH TCOPCTHUYHU U



NPWIOKHU NpOoAyKTU. B Penensusta npeacrtaBsM OCHOBHHMTE MOCTHMKEHUSI HAa aBTOpa
CHOpE] JUYHUTE CU HAOMIOACHNS U KOMIIETEHIINH.

Ha nbpBO MACTO B IPUHOCUTE MOCTABSIM MHOBaTUBHATA BU3MS 3a EBpoIencKus
ChbI03 KAaTO CaMOCTOSITENIEH CyOEKT B CBETOBHUSA pelI U HETOBUS MOTCHIMANT 3a
JUAECPCTBO B TI'EONOJUTHYECKOTO CHPEBHOBAaHME. B IOBEUETO NENO3UpPaHHU TPYIOBE
Ta3W T€Ma MPUCHCTBA, KATO MOCTaBs MIOBEYE BBIIPOCH, OTKOJIKOTO OTTOBOPH. ABTOPBHT
ce CTpeMM Ja MNojabpka OOEKTHBHa (HO IIPOEBpOIENcKa) JIMHUA, IOAYEpTaBa
3HAYECHHUETO Ha IETBEKOBHOTO JIMAEPCTBO HAa €BPONECUCKUTE MMIIepuu cieln Benukure
reorpa)CKi OTKPUTHUSL M HABIM3a B TJIOOATHUTE BOJOBBPTEKH Ha 21 BEK C HAKOJKO
BapuaHTa 3a u3xoX. [IO3UTHMBHO OLEHSBaM HACOKHUTE 3a Ch3/1aBAHE HA E€BPOIICHCKa
reocTparerus 3a npepbiianeto Ha EC B OCHOBEH reonoqutryecku urpad. Ha Bucoko
HUBO ca mHTepnperupann B3anmooTHomeHusTa ¢ HATO, usrermanero Ha CAILLL ot
KOHTHHEHTa, Oopbara 3a cBeToBHUTE pecypcu u 1np. IlomuepraBam, dye Ta3u
poOJeMaTUKA IBJIT0 C€ EKCII0ATHpAIle TOBCEMECTHO B ONTUMUCTUYEH MTPONaranieH
TOH. MoHorpaguuHusAT Tpyd Ha 101L. 1. H. JIa3apoB Bpbllla TemaTa 3a ObJEIIETO Ha
EBpona B peanuszMa uype3 OUIUIOMAaTHYE€H TOH, C OOrarcrBO OT TEOPETHYHU MU
NPWIOKHU BU3MHM. HayyHOTO ChbUMHEHHME € TpUMep 3a HHTEepIpeTanus Ha
OOEKTHBHUTE, a HE Ha XeJlaHuTe xapaktepuctuku Ha EC, KoHTO 3a cera HAMa SICHO
U3pPA3€H TEOIOJUTUYECKH CTaTyC M KOHCEHCYCHO IIpHMETa €BPOIIEWCKa CTpATETHs,
KOSITO 3allMTaBa KOJEKTUBHUTE U HALIMOHAJIHUTE UHTEPECH HA JbPKABUTE-UICHKU.

Bropara rpyma mnpuHOCHM oOuepTaBa MOJEPHOTO ITO3HABATEJIHO MOJE Ha
rJI00QJIHUST TEOMONIMTHYECKH TIpexoi. TpyJoBeTe Ha KaHAMAATa ca Cpell MbPBUTE B
KOUTO ce Tmpu3HaBa Obp3ara TpaHchopmaius Ha JHUIESPCTBO U chepu Ha BIUSHUE.
[TocTynupa ce, ,,ue MEXIAYHAPOJHUTE OTHOUIEHUSI U MEXAYHAPOJHUAT PeJl BUHATU ca
OWJIM BTOPUYHM MPOMEHJIUBH CIPSMO TE€OMOJUTHUECKHUS cOnbChK.“. ToBa BOAaM [0
METOJIOJIOTUYECKH M3BOAM 3a MUHAJIOTO, HacTosmeTo u obaemniero Ha EC, bankanure
U OpUEHTalMsATa Ha bbarapusi, nocTaBeHU Ha apeHaTa Cpejl CUJIOBH UTPayM 32 KOUTO

MCKAYHAPOJHOTO IIPpaBO CBHHOICCTBYBA CaMO B OIIIMATAa Ha TCEXHUTC HWHTCPCCH.
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[IpennoxkeHusIT UHTEPAUCIUIUIMHAPEH TMOJXO0J € YPOK 3a HAaWBHUTE, KOUTO HE
pazOupaT KOBapHHUs pasjioM MEXIy cuilara M TEOopUsiTa Ha MEXIYHApOJHUTE
otnoueHusi. EBpona u EC pa36paxa ta3zu uctuna 30 roavHu ciiell MPUKIIOYBAHETO Ha
Crynenara BoiHa, KbAETO O1arofeHCTBaXa, U3MOI3BAWKY MPOTUBOPEUUATA MEXKITY IBA
anpeHu kosioca. Ha ¢ona Ha rmoGamHuTe MPOMEHU aBTOPHT MOMBJIBA MPUHOCHUTE CHU
ype3 pa3KpuBaHE Ha OOCKTUBHHUTE W CyOCKTHUBHUTE (hakTOpu, GOpMH W METOAM Ha
rJ1I00aJTHO CHIIEPHUYECTBO.

[IpuHOCcHTE Ha KaHAMAATAa IIOCTEIIEHHO MPEXO0XKAAT KbM pa3KpUBAHE Ha
MEXaHU3MHUTE Ha pPErhoHalIHAaTa M HauuoHanHata curypHoct. Jom. n. H. Jlazapos
YCHENIHO K30srBa IMO3HATUTE MPOMAraHJH{ KIHWIIETa M HACOYBA BHUMAHUETO KbM
ChBPEMEHHUTE MHCTPYMEHTH 3a ChbpEBHOBaHME, Iporpec u onensiane. [IpencraBenu
ca XUOpUJHUTE BOWHHM, ACUMETPUYHHUTE KOH(QIUKTH, MeEKara cuia, ,,[IBETHUTE
PEBOJIONINHU, TIOJITBPKAHETO Ha ,,LOPEIU TOUYKHU U ,,3amMpazeHu’ koHpaukTu. Cropen
MEH, cpel ToJeMusi 00eM OT MaTepusi OE3CIOPHO M3KPUCTAIU3HUPA U3BOABT, YE CAMO
CWJIHAaTa JbpkaBa (HE3aBUCHMMO OT (popMara Ha YMNpPaBJICHHE) MOXKE J1a MOIAbpiKa
YCTOMYMB COOCTBEH KYPC M T€OMOJIMTUYECKH CTATYC, KOETO S MPABU KeJaH MapTHHOP B
MHOKE€CTBO HOBOBBH3HUKBAIIN CUCTEMHU.

Crnennanto otéensa3BaM, Y€ yIOMEHATUTE T€OMOJIMTHUECKH HHCTPYMEHTH J1aBaT
MOBOJI Ha aBTOpa HEMPEKbCHATO Ja pa3BMBa UJEATa 3a MPUOPUTETHOTO 3HAYCHUE HA
pecypcuTe 3a HallMOHAJIHATA, PErHOHalHATa W TJIOO0AJIHATa CUTYPHOCT. YUYEOHHUKBT,
CTYIIMATA U PEJUIla CTATUM Ca TIOCBETEHHU Ha TO3H MpobOsieM. MHOTO SICHO M JTUPEKTHO
aBTOPHT KOHCTaTHpa, ue OopOara 3a pecypcu Iie MPeThbpIr ToJeMH 00paTH Mmopaau
TPYAHO TPEABUIMMH MPUPOJOKIMMATAYHU, TEXHOTC€HHU M COLMAIHU KaTaKIU3MH.
Tyk morar na ce n106aBaT U HOBU (eHOMEHM (TIaHIEeMHH, HEMPEABUIUMO TMOBEJCHUE
Ha HOBUTE CBETOBHU MPETCHACHTH, Pa3BUTHUETO HA U3KYCTBEHUSI MHTEJIEKT U TIp.).

OcBeH ouepTaHUTE OCHOBHM HayYHH MPUHOCH, aBTOPHT AEMOHCTpPUpPA MIKPOKA
o0111a KyJATypa, pa3HOCTPAHHU MHTEPECH U 000raTsBa MOCTUKEHUATA CU C MHOXECTBO

TCMHU CBBpP3aHH C. PA3BUTHC Ha KOOIICPATHMBHOTO JABHIXCHHC B BT)J'IFapI/IH;
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KHOEpPBOWHUTE; MAaHAEMHUHUTE; TEPOPUCTUYHATA AKTUBHOCT; MOJICTUTE 3a 3alluTa Ha
KpUTHUYHATa UHGPACTPYKTypa U JIp.

[IpunoxxHUTE TPUHOCU Ca PE3YNTAT CUCTEMHHUS MOAXOJA HAa aBTopa. Te BbpBST
YCIIOPENHO C TEOPETUYHUTE M O00O0rarsaBarT HAy4YHOTO TMO3HAHHE C EKCIEPTHH
KOMIIETEHIIMM. 3a MPUMEpP MOXKE Ja CE€ MOCOYM Ch3IaBAaHETO Ha KOHTYpUTE 3a
n3paboTBaHETO HAa TreocTparerus Ha EBpomnelickust cbio3. [IpeayioxkeHa € TakCOHOMUS
Ha CTPATETUYECKUTE PECYPCH, KOUTO Ca B OCHOBATA HA CbBPEMEHHUS I€ONOJIUTUYECKU
craryc. CucreMaTu3upaHu ca MEpKH 3a MJIaHUpaHE Ha HAIIMOHAHUTE CIIOCOOHOCTH U
BPBIIAHETO HA JbpKaBaTa KaTo HEOCIIOPUM CyOEKT Ha MEKIyHapOIHOTO paBo. OCBEH
HayKa, TOBa € OTCTOSIBAHE HAa TO3WIMU M UMa MPAKO 3HAUYCHHE 3a ObJCIIETO Ha
boarapus. HanmomusiM, ye MHOro OT Hac 3alllUTaBaxa HJICUTE HA TEOPETUILIM KaTo
®dykysiMa, KOUTO B Kpasd Ha XX Bek noObp3axa ga o0saBAT cBoOOAa Oe3 rpaHulu, Kpas
Ha UCTOPUSATA U UHCTUTYLIMUTE, KOETO MOBIUS JECTPYKTUBHO U Ha oimtukute Ha EC.

Nmaliky nipeaBua ropHOTO CUMTaM, 4e A01. 1. H. JIazapoB € ch3man cucreMa oT
3Hanus B cdepara Ha [1H 9.1. HC, xouto morar ja ce M3Moyi3BaT OT UHCTUTYIIUUTE,
y4eOHUTE 3aBEACHUS M IMHUPOK Kpbr OT crenuanuctd. OT ToiisiMO 3HaYeHUe ca u
UJEUTe C JAUJAKTHYecKa, JIOTUCTUYHA, METOAO0JIOTMYeCKa W OpPraHU30LMOHHO-
nicuxosiorudecka HacoueHoct (Bwxk V.1, 2 u 3). Te ontumMu3upar mbTs Ha UHOBAITUUTE
B 00pa30BaHUETO U COLMAJIHATA MPEBEHIMS B KYJATYPHHS KOHTEKCT Ha ObJIrapuTe.

IV. Kpuruunu 0eJie:KKU M IPENOPbKU.

Jou. a. H. JlazapoB mpejyara MHOBAaTHMBHA CHCTEMa OT aHAJIW3H, U3BOJIHU H
BU3WHU, IUIOJ HA JBIATOTOAMIIHO IIEJICHACOYEHO >KU3HEHO 0 B UHCTUTYIUUTE U
akajeMudHuTe 00mHoCcTH. EcTecTBeHO € muHamudyHaTa Matepus B oocera Ha ITH 9.1.
HC na tepmniu pa3Butue, 1a Obje MoajiaraHa Ha JUCKYCUH B MHCTUTYIIUUTE, B MEJIUUTE
U cpejl o0lecTBeHOCTTa. JIMUHO a3 My mpeasiaraM Jia 3aBbpIlK TeMaTa ¢ KpaTka CTaTus
otHOcHO OBemnieTo Ha EC — denepanus, koHdenepanus, Cbio3 Ha CBOOOTHU TbPIKaBH,
BapuaHT Ha CweauHEeHHW eBponelckn maru? ToBa KMMa BaXHO 3HAYEHUE 3a

MOBEJICHUETO Ha MaJIku nepudepHu abpxkaBu kato bearapus, ['epuus, Ecrorus.



OcseH TOBa, 32 na omenee EBpona, HamuTe y9eHN BEPOSTHO TO-ICHO TPsiOBa 11a
U3pa3AT TMO3MIUATa CH OTHOCHO HACJIEICTBOTO Ha Benwkus Pum, 3HaueHuneTro Ha
XPUCTUSHCKUATE IICHHOCTH, Ja OTCTOSBAaT BCEMUPHOTO 3HaueHWe Ha Kwupuio-
MeTtoaueBoTo neino u np. KoHnenuure Ha HIKOW YYSHHU W JIJCPH, Y€ TPAHHUIIUTE Ha
EBpomna ca mo CnoBakus moka3BaT HACHK XOPHU30HT. Hammre mpaoTiiy ca yabpikaiu
dbpontoBe Ha Ypain, Ponmunara e 6una orepa KaBkaz m Mana Asusa e Owmiia 9act oT
HaIlUS eTHO-KYJITYpeH (pecmeKTHBHO pecypceH) mpoctop. B EC Hama u sicHa
npecTaBa Jajdd MHUTPAMOHHHUTE TOTOIM ca pecypc win 3amiaxa. OdYeBHIHO

npoOJEMBT € 10 MOJIeja Ha yIIpaBJIeHHE.

V. 3axiaouyenue

Hsma cbmHeHue, 4ve momeHT A. H. JlazapoB € wu3muHanm 3a0esexuTesieH
oOpa3oBaresieH, eKCIIepTEH, YIPaBICHCKU U TIpenoaBaTesicku nbT. [IpencraBenute 3a
pelieH3upaHe TPYJAOBE HMAT MHTEPAUCHUIUIMHAPEH pa3Max, TEOPETUYHA JbI0OOUYNHA,
NpUJIOKHA OpHEHTAllUsl W JWJAKTA4YecKa HacoueHocT. HsMa chbMHeHHWe, de
pasuckKBaHara rpobiemMatuka 1e 0bae aktyanHa ocooeno B EC, unero Obaele 3aBucu
OT cTpaTeruyeckaTa JaTHOBUIHOCT U CMEJIOCT IPU B3€MaHETO Ha PEIICHUSI.

I'opHOTO MM JaBa MBJIHO OCHOBAHUE JIa TJIaCyBaM TMOJIOKUTEIIHO U J1a TIPEIokKa
Ha HAYYHOTO >KYpH Jia MPUCHIU HA JOUEHT A. H. BmanucnaB Anexcanapos Jlazapos
akagemMuuHata grbxHOcT L, JIPODECOP* B karenpa ,HanuoHamHa CUTYpHOCT H
nyonnuna aamubuctpanus” Ha FO3Y | Heodutr Puwicku®, B mnpodecuoHanno
Hampasienue 9.1. ,,Hanmonanna curypaoct (CTparernuecku pecypcu 3a HallMOHaJHa,
peruoHaHa u rjio0agHa CUTYPHOCT), B CbOTBETCTBHE C KOHKYpca, 00siBeH B JIbpikaBeH
BecTHUK Op. 36/17.04.2026 1.

N3roreui peueHsusra:
/TIpod. n-p Bn. MiBanos/
27.06.2026 .
rp. Codus



REVIEW

by Prof. Dr. Vladko Michov Ivanov, Professor at the Department of National Security
and Public Administration at South-West University ‘“Neofit Rilski”, member of the
scientific jury in the competition for occupying the academic position of “Professor”
in Professional Field 9.1. “National Security”, South-West University “Neofit Rilski”
— Blagoevgrad, announced in State Gazette No. 36/17.04.2026.

CANDIDATE: Associate Professor, D.Sc. Vladislav Alexandrov Lazarov

Grounds for preparing the review: Order of the Rector of South-West University

“Neofit Rilski” No. 1361 of 16.06.2026.
I. Brief biographical data about the candidate

In the above-mentioned competition, the required documents have been submitted by
one candidate — Associate Professor, D.Sc. Vladislav Lazarov, Associate Professor at
the Department of National Security, Faculty of Information Technologies at the
University of Library Studies and Information Technologies, and part-time lecturer at
the Department of National Security and Public Administration at South-West
University “Neofit Rilski”.

The submitted documents show that the candidate completed his education at
prestigious educational institutions. In 2009, he defended his doctoral dissertation on
the topic “Strategic Resources for Maintaining National Security” at the Academy
of the Ministry of Interior. In 2016, he acquired the scientific degree “Doctor of
Science” at the University of Library Studies and Information Technologies with a
dissertation on the topic “Control over Strategic Resources and the Security of

Small States”, where he also began his teaching career.

Alongside his academic development, the candidate has acquired substantial

managerial experience and expertise in national and international institutions. He is a
1



member of prestigious international organizations related to security, public order, and
economic activity. He is also a member of editorial boards and has solid language

preparation.

The competition procedure is in compliance with the requirements of the Development
of Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria Act, the Regulations for its
implementation, and the requirements of the Internal Rules for the Development of the
Academic Staff at South-West University “Neofit Rilski” for occupying the academic

position of “Professor”.
I1. Characteristics of the scientific and applied scientific output

Associate Professor, D.Sc. Vladislav Lazarov has presented a list of 31 publications: 1
monograph, 1 study, 1 textbook, and 28 articles and papers, five of which are co-
authored. He fulfils the minimum national requirements under Article 2b, paragraphs 2
and 3 of the Development of Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria Act, with a
total score of 1398.3 points, which far exceeds the requirements for occupying the

academic position of “Professor”.

The content of the submitted works clearly falls within Professional Field 9.1.
“National Security”. The priority issues include geopolitics, competition for strategic
resources, the struggle for global leadership, the role of small states in the world order,

and others.

For participation in the competition for occupying the academic position of
“Professor”, the author focuses on the potential of the European Union and the
competition for global leadership in an era of complex hybrid configurations and a

relentless struggle for survival.



The author is well known and respected in academic circles, and numerous citations of

his works can be found.

III. Main Contributions to the Candidate’s Scientific, Applied Scientific and

Teaching Activities

Associate Professor, D.Sc. Vladislav Lazarov has submitted a Statement of Original
Scientific Contributions together with Detailed Summaries of the Scientific
Publications included in the competition for the academic position of Professor.
These documents accurately reflect his research conducted during the period 2020
2026, demonstrating his professional expertise, extensive managerial experience, and
ability to combine contemporary scientific methods, resulting in significant theoretical
achievements and practical scientific outcomes. In this review, I present what I
consider to be the author's principal achievements, based on my personal observations

and professional competence.

First and foremost among the candidate's contributions, I place his innovative vision of
the European Union as an independent actor in the international order and its
potential for geopolitical leadership. This constitutes the central theme throughout all
of the submitted works, raising more questions than definitive answers. The author
strives to maintain an objective—yet distinctly pro-European—perspective,
emphasizing the significance of the five centuries of European imperial leadership
following the Age of Great Geographical Discoveries and examining the global

dynamics of the twenty-first century through several possible future scenarios.

I highly appreciate the author's proposals for developing a European geostrategy
aimed at transforming the European Union into a major geopolitical actor. The analysis

of the EU's relations with NATO, the gradual withdrawal of the United States from the



European continent, the competition for global strategic resources, and related issues is

presented at a remarkably high academic level.

It should be emphasized that these issues have long been approached predominantly
through an optimistic and often propagandistic narrative. Associate Professor Lazarov's
monograph restores the discussion on the future of Europe to the realm of political
realism through a balanced and diplomatic style, supported by a rich combination of
theoretical and practical perspectives. His scholarly work represents an excellent
example of interpreting the objective rather than the desired characteristics of the
European Union, which, at present, still lacks a clearly defined geopolitical status and
a commonly accepted European strategy capable of protecting both the collective and

national interests of its Member States.

The second major group of contributions outlines the modern conceptual framework of
the ongoing global geopolitical transformation. The candidate's publications are
among the first to acknowledge the rapid transformation of global leadership and
spheres of influence. He advances the thesis that "international relations and the
international order have always been secondary variables in relation to geopolitical
confrontation.” This leads to important methodological conclusions regarding the past,
present, and future of the European Union, the Balkans, and Bulgaria's strategic
orientation within an international environment dominated by major powers for which

international law often functions primarily as an instrument of national interest.

The proposed interdisciplinary approach offers valuable lessons to those who
underestimate the profound divide between political power and the theoretical
principles of international relations. Europe and the European Union recognized this
reality only three decades after the end of the Cold War, during which they enjoyed
prosperity by benefiting from the strategic balance between the two nuclear
superpowers. Against the backdrop of these global transformations, the author further
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enriches his scientific contributions by identifying the objective and subjective factors,

forms, and methods of contemporary global competition.

The candidate's contributions gradually expand toward revealing the mechanisms of
regional and national security. Associate Professor Lazarov successfully avoids well-
established propagandistic clichés and instead directs attention toward the
contemporary instruments of competition, progress, and survival. His works analyze
hybrid warfare, asymmetric conflicts, soft power, "colour revolutions," the

maintenance of "hot spots" and "frozen conflicts."

In my opinion, among this extensive body of research, one conclusion clearly stands
out: only a strong state is capable of maintaining an independent strategic course
and a stable geopolitical status, thereby becoming a desirable participant in emerging

international systems.

I would particularly emphasize that the geopolitical instruments examined by the
author consistently reinforce his long-standing research thesis regarding the
fundamental importance of strategic resources for national, regional, and global
security. His textbook, scholarly study, and numerous articles are devoted to this
subject. The author clearly argues that competition for strategic resources will undergo
profound changes as a result of increasingly unpredictable climatic, technological, and
social crises. To these factors one may also add emerging phenomena such as
pandemics, the unpredictable behaviour of new global powers, the rapid development

of artificial intelligence, and other transformative processes.

Beyond these principal scientific achievements, the author demonstrates broad
intellectual culture and interdisciplinary interests by expanding his research to include
topics such as the development of the cooperative movement in Bulgaria, cyber

warfare, pandemics, terrorism, and models for the protection of critical infrastructure.



The applied contributions are the natural outcome of the author's systematic scientific
approach. They complement the theoretical achievements by enriching scientific
knowledge with practical expert solutions. A notable example is the conceptual
framework proposed for the development of a European Union Geostrategy. The
author introduces a taxonomy of strategic resources that constitute the foundation of
contemporary geopolitical status. He further systematizes measures for planning
national capabilities and advocates the restoration of the state as an undisputed subject

of international law.

These achievements extend beyond purely academic value—they represent the defence
of strategic positions with direct significance for Bulgaria's future. It is worth recalling
that many scholars once supported theories such as those advanced by Francis
Fukuyama, who proclaimed the "end of history," borderless freedom, and the declining
importance of state institutions at the end of the twentieth century, ideas that

subsequently exerted a destructive influence on certain European Union policies.

In light of the above, I am convinced that Associate Professor, D.Sc. Vladislav Lazarov
has developed a coherent and comprehensive system of knowledge within
Professional Field 9.1 — National Security, which can be effectively utilized by state
institutions, higher education establishments, and a broad community of experts.
Equally valuable are his ideas with didactic, logistical, methodological, and
organizational-psychological orientation (see Section IV, items 1-3), which contribute
to innovation in education and strengthen social prevention within the cultural context

of Bulgarian society.
IV. Critical Remarks and Recommendations

Associate Professor, D.Sc. Vladislav Lazarov presents an innovative system of

analyses, conclusions, and strategic visions, representing the result of many years of



dedicated professional work within both public institutions and the academic
community. It is only natural that the highly dynamic subject matter encompassed by
Professional Field 9.1 — National Security continues to evolve and remains the

subject of discussion within institutions, the media, and society at large.

My personal recommendation to the candidate is that he conclude this line of research
with a concise scholarly article devoted to the future of the European Union—whether
it will develop as a federation, a confederation, a union of sovereign states, or perhaps
a form of the United States of Europe. This issue is of considerable importance for
the future strategic orientation of small peripheral states such as Bulgaria, Greece, and

Estonia.

Furthermore, if Europe is to preserve its long-term viability, I believe that European
scholars should express more clearly their position regarding the legacy of the Roman
civilization, the significance of Christian values, and the universal importance of the
work of Saints Cyril and Methodius. Certain contemporary academic and political
concepts suggesting that the cultural and historical boundaries of Europe extend only
as far as Slovakia demonstrate a limited historical perspective. Our ancestors defended
frontiers reaching the Ural Mountains, our historical homeland extended beyond the
Caucasus, and Asia Minor formed part of our ethnocultural—and, respectively,

resource—space.

Likewise, the European Union still lacks a coherent understanding of whether
migration flows should be regarded primarily as a strategic resource or as a security

threat. Evidently, the underlying issue lies in the existing model of governance.
V. Conclusion

In my opinion, Associate Professor, D.Sc. Vladislav Lazarov has completed an

outstanding academic, professional, managerial, and teaching career. The scholarly
7



works submitted for evaluation demonstrate an interdisciplinary scope, substantial
theoretical depth, strong practical orientation, and significant didactic value. There is
no doubt that these works will remain highly relevant, particularly within the European
Union, whose future will largely depend on strategic foresight and the courage to make

timely and responsible decisions.

The above considerations provide me with every reason to cast a positive vote and to
recommend that the Scientific Jury award Associate Professor, D.Sc. Vladislav
Alexandrov Lazarov the academic position of Professor at the Department of
National Security and Public Administration, South-West University ''Neofit
Rilski", in Professional Field 9.1 — National Security, in accordance with the

competition announced in State Gazette No. 36 of 17 April 2026.
Reviewer:
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