CTAHOBMUILE

or pmou.a.H. IlBera TomopoBa MapkoBa, pbKOBOIMTEN Kareapa ,Hanwonamna
CUTYPHOCT U MOJUTUYECKU Hayku'* kbM DPuiocodpcku pakynrer B BTY ,,Cs.cB. Kupun
u Meroguin®, 4ieH Ha HAy4YHO >XYypH IO KOHKYpPC 3a 3aeMaHE Ha AaKaJeMH4YHATA
JUTBKHOCT  ,,-ipodecop” B mnpodecuonanHo Hampasienue 9.1. , Harmumonanna
curypHoct (CTpaTeruyeckd pecypcu 3a HalMOHAJHA, PEruoHajiHa W IIoOanHa
curypuoct), lO3Y ,Heodutr Puncku“ — bnaroesrpan, nyOnukyBan B [IB Op.
36/17.04.2026 1.

OcHoBaHue 3a U3TOTBSIHE HA CTAaHOBUIIETO - 3anoBes Ha PekTopa Ha FO3Y ,Heodur
Puiicku® Ne 1361 ot 16.06.2026 1.

I. O0ma omeHka Ha KayecTBaTa HAa KaHAUJAATa, TPYyAOBeTe H
AKTYAJTHOCTTA HA HAYYHATA NMPOAYKIUS

ITo oGsBenus xkoukypce B JIB Op. 36/17.04.2026 t. B CpoK € mojan JOKYMEHTH
KaHauparta — Jon. A.H. BmagucnaB Ausekcanapo Jlazapos, nmoueHt B Karenpa
,2HanumoHanHa u MexayHapoaHa curypHoct Ha ®akynrera no uH()OpPMALMOHHU
Hayku pu YHUBUT. Ot 2026 . € X0HOpYBaH npenogasaren B Kareapa ,,Hannonamnna
CUTYPHOCT M MyOJInyHa aqMuHUCTpanus ', paxynrer ,IIlpaBHo-ucropuuecku* na FO3Y
,2Heoput Puncku“. buorpadusta My € cbyeTaHHME OT NIPECTHKHO OOpa3oBaHUE,
OTrOBOpHa paboTa B  HAIMOHAJHM MHCTUTYIUHM, COLMAJIHA AaKTUBHOCT U
npenoAaBaTesicka AerHocT. OOIIo moriaeaHaro, LsjgaTa ASHMHOCT Ha KaHauAara e
CBbp3aHa C MHCTUTYLHMHM MMM MPSIKO OTHOUIEHWE KbM HAI[MOHAJIIHATA CHUTYPHOCT.
MMa ympaBiaeHCKM ONWUT M €KCIEePTH3a B PEAIM3UPAHETO HA MOJUTUKATAa 3a
HalMoHanHa curypHocT. IIpodecronannuTe mHTEpecu Ha OOUEHT I.H. Bramucnas
JlazapoB ca B oOjacTTa Ha: YOPaBIEHUETO Ha CTPATETHUYECKUTE PECYpCH;
HallMOHAJIHATA M EHEpPruilHa CUT'YpHOCT, OLEHKAa Ha pPUCKAa M YSI3BUMOCTTAa Ha

KpuTuyHaTa uHppacTpykrypa. bun e [lapramentapen cexkperap Ha MBP, cbTpyaHuk B



komucun Ha HapomHoTo chOpaHme, KOETO HE OCTaBsi CbMHEHHE OTHOCHO HEToBaTa
KOMIIETEHTHOCT.

Houent n. H. Bnanucnas JlazapoB e aBTop Ha yeTupu MOHOrpaduu, 1B€ CTYIUH,
Y4EOHUK, IIECTACCET CTaTUM M JOKJIAJU Ha HAIMOHAJIHU U MEXIYHApPOJHU HAyYHU
KOH(epeHIIUH, ChaBTOP B KOJIEKTUBHA MOHOTpadusl.

BbB Bpb3Ka ¢ KOHKypca, aoi. 1.H. JIazapoB nipeacTaBs yueOHUK ,,CTpaTernyecku
pecypcu 3a HallMOHAjHATa, pErMoHaJiHaTa M TioOanHata curypHoct (2020),
MoHorpadusra ,,['eononutuyeckuar craryc Ha EBpomneiickus cpro3® (2026). Coruiute
ca nmyOJIMKYBaHU B aBTOPUTETHU HM3JaHUS U Ca JIMYHO JIEJI0 HA KaHJWJAaTa, IO/ Ha
cUcTeMeH TpyA u npodecronanuszbM. [lnarnarcTBo He € KoHCcTaTUupaHo. Marepusita €
B cdepara 3asBEHOTO B KOHKypca mpodeCHOHAHO HampaBieHue. TpygoBere ca
aKTyaJlJHU M 3HAaUYUMH B Cpella Ha pecypceH Ne(PUuIUT BbB BCHUYKH JIbpKaBU OT
EBponenickus cbro3.

KanauaaTsT € u3MbJIHUI MUHUMATHUTE HAlIMOHATHA U3UCKBAHMUS.

II. Onenka Ha megaroru4eckara moJAroToBKa M JeHHOCT HA KAHAUIATa

KannunatsT 3amuraBa aucepranvoHeH Tpya npe3 2009 r. B AkageMusita Ha
MBP na Ttema ,Crpareruyueckd pecypcu 3a MOJIbPXKAHE Ha HalMOHAJIHATa
curypaoct®. Ilpe3 2016 r. npunodusa OKC ,,noxtop Ha Haykute B YHUBUT Ha Tema
,,KOHTPOBT HaJl CTPATETUYECKUTE PECYPCH U CUTYPHOCTTA HA MAJIKUTE AbpxKaBu . OT
2026 r. e XOHOpPYBaH MpemnoiaBaTel B KaTeapa ,,HalnonaaHa cCUrypHOCT U yOJInyHa
aaMuHUCTpanus, daxynrer ,IlpaBHo-ucropuuecku* na KO3Y ,Heodput Puicku®.
Yere nexkuuu 1o ,,CTpaTerMyecKd pecypcy 3a HalMOHAJIHATa, pPETrHOHAlHATA M

riiobajiHaTa CUTYPHOCT ,, U ,,JleMorpadcku acniektu Ha curypHoctTa™ B YHUBUT.

['opHoTO MM nHaBa MBIHO OCHOBAaHWE Ja CUMTAM, Y€ KaHAUAATHT MOXKE Ja
ydacTBa B KOHKypca 3a 3aeMaHe Ha akaJeMu4Ha IbKHOCT ,Ilpodecop™ B

npodecuonanno Hanpasienue 9.1. ,,Haunonanua curypaoct®, odssen ot FO3Y.



III. Ouenka Ha HAYYHUTE M NPHJIOKHU MPUHOCH B NPEACTABEHUTE TPYA0Be
U TAXHATA 3HAYHUMOCT

Jlon.a.H. Brianucnas Jla3zapoB € M37I0KUI CBOSITA BU3US 33 HAYYHH U IIPUIOKHU
npuHocu B mpodecuoHanHo HampaieHue 9.1. ,Hamumonamna curypHocT, KOUTO
npueMaMm. B Hacrosmoro CraHOBHINE, WMaWKd MPEABUJI BCUYKHA JAETO3UPAHU
JIOKyMEHTH, T€ II¢ OBJAT OIEHEHU OT TIO3UIMATA HA MOUTE TIO3HAHUS, Tpo(ecronaneH
ONUT ¥ HAYYHU BUKIAHUS.

IIpuHocHu B Teopusita

Ha wmepBO MsCTO, OTKpOsiBaM H3rpaJeHara aBTOpPOBAa KOHLENIHUS 3a
IEOIOJIMTUYECKUSI CTAaTyC HAa OCHOBHHUTE TEONOJMTUYECKHM HUIPa4d M € pasKpura
CBHIIHOCTTA HA CUCTEMATA HA T'€OMOJIMTUYECKUTE OTHOIIEHUS, KOSITO € MepapXuyecKu
nojpeicHa, a CMsHaTa Ha JIMJACPCTBOTO B HEs € OOEKTUBEH MPOLIEC. Ha Ga3ara Ha
KPUTUYHA UHTEPIPETALHS HA IIOCTUTHATOTO OT U3CJIEAOBATEIMUTE CE MPABU MU3BOIBT,
Yye B JOCETallHUTE TEOMOJMTUYECKHM aHAIM3W JIOMUHHApPA  BB3TJIECABT, Y€
TeOTNOJIUTHYECKUAT CTaTyC TPsiOBa Ja ce OTHACs J0 IbpKaBaTa.

OpurnHajgIHOCTTa Ha aBTOPCKHUS MOAXOJ € B ONHUTa Jla CE aHAJU3HUpa cTaTyca Ha
EBponeiickus cbhi03, KOUTO HE € IbpPKaBa, U B TO3U CMHUCHI MAJIKO OT MOCTUTHATOTO B
Hay4YHHS aHAJIN3 MOXKE J1a CE U3M0JI3BA.

AHaIM3bT HA TEOMOJMTUYECKUS CTATyC Ha EBpONEHCKHS ChIO3 € pealM3upaH
ype3 IUAJIEKTUYECKaTa JBOWKA Bb3MOXKHOCT — JEUCTBUTEIHOCT.

ITo HOB Ha4MH U C JOITBJIHUTEIHN APIYMEHTH € JOKA3aHO, Y€ MEXIYHAPOIHUTE
OTHOILICHUS U MEXIYHAPOIHUST peJl BUHATU ca OWJIUM BTOPUYHU MPOMEHJIMBU CIIPSIMO
T'COTIOJIUNTHYCCKUS COBCHK. Jlokazano e, ye W B riobagHara ernoxa
MEXyHapoJHaTa TMOJUTUKA M TOJUTHKAaTa 3a CHUTYPHOCT HE MOXEe Ja Obraar
AHAJIM3UPAHU AJICKBATHO BBbH OT OTHONIEHHUSTA MEXKJY OCHOBHHUTE T'€OMOJMTHYECKHU

UTpayHu.



[Io opuruHaneH Ha4YMH € aHAJWU3UPAH NOTECHUMAIBT HA EBpPONENCKUA CBIO3 Ja
Opae riolajneH reonoJuTUdYecKu urpad. JlokasaHo e, 4e 3a Ja c€ pas3BUE TO3U
NOTEeHLMal, € HeoOxonuMo mnonuTtukata Ha Cbroza ga ObAe OCHOBaHa Ha T. H.
MIOJIMTUYECKH PEATIU3bM.

[IpenioxkeHa € TAKCOHOMUS Ha CTPATETMUECKUTE PECYPCHU, KOUTO €a B OCHOBATa
Ha ChbBPEMEHHUS T€ONOTUTHUECKH COTBCHK.

IIpuHOCH ¢ IPaKTHYECKAa HACOYEHOCT

Cp3azieHn ca HayyHU IPEANOCTaBKH 3a M3pabOTBAHETO HAa TIEOCTpaTerus 3a
IIPEBPBIIAHETO HAa EBpOIENCKUsA ChIO3 B OCHOBEH I'€ONOJIMTHUYECKH WIrpad, 3a Ja ce
3alATH KOJICKTUBHUAT UHTEPEC, 4 U MHTEPECUTE HA ABP)KABUTE, yUaCTBALU B HETO.

Ha 6a3ata Ha aHanu3a Ha reonoJIMTUYECKHs cTatyc Ha PemyOnuka bbarapus ca
NPEII0KEHN KOHKPETHH MEPKHU 3a TUIAHMPAaHE Ha HAllMOHAJIHUTE CIIOCOOHOCTH, KOUTO
BKJIFOYBAT IPEIX BCHUKO KOHTPOJIA HaJl PECYPCHTE.

Cp3maneHa € KOHCTPYKLIMS OT 3HAHUA, KOATO C€ M3MOJ3BA U MOXKE J1a ce
u3Moi3Ba 3a OOydYeHHWEe Ha CTYICHTH, JOKTOPAaHTH B  CHEHUAIHOCTH OT
npodecuonanuoTo Harnpasienue 9.1. ,,Harmmonanna curypHoct®.

B pesynrar or aHaim3a Ha couMagHaTa CHUTYPHOCT, HAa pa3BUTHETO HA
COLIMAJIHATA U COJMIapHA NKOHOMHKA Ha bbirapus v Ha JECETUIETHOTO pa3BUTHE HA
KOONIEPATUBHOTO JBUXKEHUE ca pa3padOTeHUW CTpaTerus, BU3UA M MHCHS Ha
HanponanHus CbrO3 Ha TPYIOBO-NPOM3BOJUTEIHUTE KOOIEpallMd — Hail-crapaTa

HallMOHAJIHO IIPCACTABUTCIIHA OPTraHHU3adld HAa KOOIICpAllu B BLHFapI/Iﬁ.

IV. KpurnuHu 0ejie:KKu U NpenopbKu

Jou.n.H. Bnagucnas JlazapoB € mpeacTraBuil Hay4yHa IMPOAYKIMsA, KOATO UMa
OouepTaHUsTa Ha OCMUCIECHO MO3HABATEIHO M0JIE, IJI0J Ha 33a]IbJI004YeHO 00pa3oBaHue
U npodecuoHanHa BUCOUMHA. V3BBpBAH € ABABI BT, KOWTO pecrneKkTupa Hu
aKaJeMHUyHaTa OOUIHOCT UM MPAKTULMTE B 00JACTTa HA YIPABICHUETO HA PECYPCUTE U

MIPOIIECUTE CBBP3aHU C ieMorpadckaTa Kpusa.



V. 3akaouenue

Karo umam mnpenBuji JIMYHUTE KA4yeCTBA, AKTUBHOTO MPOQPECHOHAIHO [EJ0,
MPUHOCUTE U MEPCIEKTUBUTE, KOUTO T€HEPUPAT TPYJIOBETE HA KaHJIUJaTa B ObJCIIUs
HAy4eH M  COIMAIHOMOJIUTUYECKH JebaT cuyuTaMm, 4Ye KaTeropuyHara MU
MOJIOKUTEINIHATA OLIEHKA € 00EKTUBHA U O€3CTIOpHA.

['mtacyBaM MOJIOKUTETHO W MpEIJiaraM Ha HAay4YHOTO >KYpHU Ja MPUCHINA Ha JOL.
n.H. BnagucnaB AnekcannpoB JlazapoB akajemuyHara IJIbXKHOCT ,IIpodecop” B
Kateapa ,,HanuonanHa curypHocT u nmyosunuHa agmuHuctpanusa Ha O3V ,Heodut
Puncku B mnpodecuonanHo wampaienue 9.1. ,Hamumonamna curypHoct®, B
ChOTBETCTBUE C KOHKYypca, 00siBeH B JIbpkaBeH BecTHUK Op. /IB 6p.36 na 17.04.2026

T.

M3roTBuiI CTaHOBUIIIETO:

/Hou. a.1. IIBera Mapkona/
25.06.2026T.
rp. Codus



OPINION

by Assoc. Prof. Tsveta Todorova Markova, D.Sc., Head of the Department of National Security and
Political Sciences, Faculty of Philosophy, St. Cyril and St. Methodius University of Veliko Tarnovo,
member of the Scientific Jury in the competition for the academic position of Professor in
Professional Field 9.1. National Security (Strategic Resources for National, Regional and Global
Security), South-West University "Neofit Rilski", Blagoevgrad, announced in State Gazette No.
36/17.04.2026.

Grounds for the preparation of this opinion: Rector’s Order No. 1361 of 16 June 2026, South-West
University "Neofit Rilski".

I. General Assessment of the Candidate’s Qualifications, Scholarly Works, and the Relevance of
His Scientific Output

Within the announced competition published in State Gazette No. 36/17.04.2026, the candidate
Assoc. Prof. Vladislav Alexandrov Lazarov, D.Sc., Associate Professor in the Department of
National and International Security at the Faculty of Information Sciences of the State University
of Library Studies and Information Technologies (UniBIT), submitted the required application
documents within the prescribed deadline. Since 2026, he has also served as a part-time lecturer
in the Department of National Security and Public Administration, Faculty of Law and History,
South-West University "Neofit Rilski".

His professional biography reflects a combination of prestigious education, responsible positions
in national institutions, social engagement, and academic activity. Overall, the candidate’s
professional career has been closely connected with institutions directly involved in the
implementation and safeguarding of national security. He possesses substantial managerial
experience and expertise in the formulation and implementation of national security policy.

Assoc. Prof. Lazarov’s academic interests encompass strategic resource management, national
and energy security, risk assessment, and the vulnerability of critical infrastructure. His previous
positions as Parliamentary Secretary of the Ministry of Interior and expert collaborator to



parliamentary committees of the National Assembly provide further evidence of his professional
competence and expertise.

Assoc. Prof. Vladislav Lazarov, D.Sc., is the author of four monographs, two scholarly studies, one
university textbook, and sixty scientific articles and conference papers presented at national and
international forums. He is also a co-author of a collective monograph.

For the purposes of the present competition, the candidate has submitted the textbook Strategic
Resources for National, Regional and Global Security (2020) and the monograph The Geopolitical
Status of the European Union (2026). Both works have been published by reputable academic
publishers and represent the candidate’s independent scholarly contribution, reflecting sustained
research efforts and high professional standards. No evidence of plagiarism has been identified.
The subject matter of the submitted publications falls entirely within the scope of the announced
professional field. Their relevance and significance are particularly evident in the context of
contemporary resource scarcity affecting all member states of the European Union.

The candidate fully satisfies the minimum national requirements for occupying the academic
position of Professor.

Il. Assessment of the Candidate’s Teaching Qualifications and Academic Activity

The candidate defended his Ph.D. dissertation in 2009 at the Academy of the Ministry of Interior
on the topic Strategic Resources for Maintaining National Security. In 2016, he obtained the
degree Doctor of Sciences at UniBIT with a dissertation entitled Control over Strategic Resources
and the Security of Small States.

Since 2026, he has served as a part-time lecturer in the Department of National Security and
Public Administration at the Faculty of Law and History of South-West University "Neofit Rilski".
He teaches courses in Strategic Resources for National, Regional and Global Security and
Demographic Aspects of Security at UniBIT.



The aforementioned academic qualifications and teaching experience provide sufficient grounds
to conclude that the candidate is fully eligible to participate in the competition for the academic
position of Professor in Professional Field 9.1. National Security, announced by South-West
University "Neofit Rilski".

lll. Assessment of the Scientific and Applied Contributions of the Submitted Works and Their
Significance

Assoc. Prof. Vladislav Lazarov, D.Sc., has presented a well-founded account of his scientific and
applied contributions within Professional Field 9.1. National Security, which | fully acknowledge.
In the present opinion, taking into consideration all submitted materials, these contributions are
evaluated through the prism of my professional expertise, academic experience, and scholarly
perspective.

Theoretical Contributions

First and foremost, | would highlight the author's original conceptual framework concerning the
geopolitical status of the principal geopolitical actors and his elucidation of the nature of the
system of geopolitical relations as a hierarchically structured system in which changes in
leadership constitute an objective and historically determined process.

Based on a critical interpretation of existing scholarly achievements, the author concludes that
previous geopolitical analyses have predominantly associated geopolitical status exclusively with
sovereign states. The originality of his approach lies in the attempt to analyze the status of the
European Union—a political entity that is not a state and for which existing analytical frameworks
offer only limited applicability.

The analysis of the geopolitical status of the European Union is conducted through the dialectical
relationship between possibility and actuality.



Through a novel perspective supported by additional arguments, the author demonstrates that
international relations and the international order have always functioned as secondary variables
in relation to geopolitical rivalry. It is convincingly argued that even in the era of globalization,
international politics and security policy cannot be adequately analyzed outside the context of
relations among the major geopolitical actors.

The potential of the European Union to emerge as a global geopolitical actor is examined in an
original and theoretically grounded manner. The author demonstrates that the realization of this
potential requires European Union policies to be based on the principles of political realism.

Furthermore, a taxonomy of strategic resources underlying contemporary geopolitical
competition is proposed.

Applied Contributions

The candidate has established scientific foundations for the development of a geostrategy aimed
at transforming the European Union into a major geopolitical actor capable of protecting both
collective interests and the interests of its member states.

Based on the analysis of the geopolitical status of the Republic of Bulgaria, concrete measures for
national capability planning have been proposed, with particular emphasis on the control and
management of strategic resources.

The candidate has also developed a coherent body of knowledge that is currently used and can
further be utilized in the education and training of university students and doctoral candidates
within Professional Field 9.1. National Security.

As a result of his analyses of social security, the development of Bulgaria’s social and solidarity
economy, and the decade-long evolution of the cooperative movement, strategic documents
including a strategy, vision, and mission have been developed for the National Union of Worker-



Producer Cooperatives—the oldest nationally representative cooperative organization in
Bulgaria.

IV. Critical Remarks and Recommendations

Assoc. Prof. Vladislav Lazarov, D.Sc., has presented a body of scholarly work that constitutes a
well-defined and coherent field of inquiry, reflecting profound academic preparation and
outstanding professional expertise. His academic development demonstrates a long and
distinguished trajectory that commands respect both within the academic community and among
practitioners engaged in resource management and in addressing the challenges associated with
the demographic crisis.

V. Conclusion

Considering the candidate’s personal qualities, active professional engagement, scholarly
contributions, and the future prospects generated by his research within academic and socio-
political discourse, | am convinced that my unequivocally positive assessment is both objective
and fully justified.

| vote in favor and recommend that the Scientific Jury award Assoc. Prof. Vladislav Alexandrov
Lazarov, D.Sc. the academic position of Professor in the Department of National Security and
Public Administration at South-West University "Neofit Rilski" in Professional Field 9.1. National
Security, in accordance with the competition announced in State Gazette No. 36 of 17 April 2026.

Prepared by:

Assoc. Prof. Tsveta Markova, D.Sc.

25 June 2026

Sofia, Bulgaria



