CTAHOBULLE

oT pou. A-p Mutko AHTOHOB AuMUTPOB, AOUEHT B Kategpa ,HaunoHanHa
CUTYPHOCT M Nyb6anyHa agmuHuctpaumna“ s HO3Y ,Heodut Punckn®, uneH Ha
HAay4YHO »KypM NO KOHKYpPC 33 3aeMaHe Ha aKajemMuyHaTa AJbXKHOCT
,[IPO®ECOP” B npodecmoHanHo HanpasneHne 9.1 HauymoHanHa cUrypHocCT
(CTpaTernyecku pecypcum 3a HauMOHaAHA, PerMoHanHa u rnobasHa curypHocrT),
tO3Y ,,Heodput Punckn” — bnaroesrpaa, ny6aunkysaH B [1B 6p. 36/17.04.2026 .

OcHoBaHMe 3a N3roTBAHe Ha CTaHOBMLLETO - 3anosey Ha PekTopa Ha HO3Y
,Heodut Punckn® Ne 1361 o1 16.06.2026 .

I. O0ma omeHka Ha KadecTBaTa Ha KAaHAUAATA, TPYyAOBeTe H
AKTYAJIHOCTTA HA HAYYHATA NMPOAYKIUSA

[Io ob0sBenus xonkypc B JIB Op. 36/17.04.2026 r. B cpok e mopal
JOKYMEHTU €IMH KaHauaar — Joll. JO.H. BrmagucnaB Anexcanapos Jlazapos,
JOLEHT B YHuUBepcUTeTa 10 OuUONIMOTEKO3HAHWE U HMHPOPMALMOHHU
texHosoruu - Codus.

Hon. n.H. BnamucnaB JlazapoB e Objarapcku ydeH B oOJyiacTTa Ha
HallMOHAJHATa CHUTYPHOCT, TEOTOJUTUKATAa W CTPATETHYCCKUTE PECYPCH.
HeroBata akagemuuna u mpodecuoHanmHa Kapuepa € OenszaHa OT
MHOTOMPO(MIHOCT, TEOPETUYHA TOJTOTOBKA C TMpPAaKTUYECKa HACOUYEHOCT.
3aBbpIBa CpeHO 00pa3oBaHUE B MpeCTwKHU coduiicku yuunuma - 22 COY
. C. PakoBcku* u 91 HET" ,,/I-p K. I'bis00B*.

[Ipuao6buBa Tpu MaruCTbPCKHU CTENEHU B PAa3IMYHU 00JACTHU:
»IIpaBo* (IlmoBauBcku ynusepcuret, 2004 r.);
,,Hamuonanna curypuoct® (BA ,,I". C. PakoBcku*, 2006 r.);
,Cromancko ynpasnenue (TY — Codwus, 2006 T.).

ToBa jgeMoHCTpupa HMHTEPAUCHUIUIMHAPHOCT MW CIOCOOHOCT 3a
WHTErpalys Ha 3HAHUS OT pa3JIUYHU Hay4YHU TMOJieTa, KOETO € KIHYOBO
KaueCcTBO 3a CHBPEMEHHHUS H3CIEIOBaTeNl B o0JacTTa Ha CHUTYPHOCTTAa U
reOII0JINTHKATA.



[Ipunoousa OHC ,,JlokTop* ¢ auceprauus Ha Tema ,,CTpaTernyecku
pecypcu 3a NoAabpKaHe Ha HalMOHaiHaTa curypHocT (Akanemus Ha MBP),
KakTO M Hail-BUCOKaTa Hayuca CTeleH ,,JIOKTop Ha HaykuTe“ C aucepraius
»KOHTPOIBT HAJA CTPATETMYECKUTE PECYypPCH U CUTYpPHOCTTA Ha MAaJIKUTE
abpxaBu’. Te3nm u3ciienBaHUsl Ca MOCBETEHW HA AKTYAJIHU W CTPATErHYECKHU
BA)KHU BBIIPOCH, CBbP3aHU C €HEPruiHA CUTYPHOCT, T€OMOIUTHYECKH PECYpPCH
U YSI3BUMOCT Ha JbpPKABUTE.

[TraruaTcTBO 1O TIPEACTAaBEHUTE MaTepHaii HE € KOHCTaTHPaHOo.
Marepusita € B cdepata Ha 3a9BEHOTO B KOHKypca Mpo¢heCHOHATHO
HarpaBJICHUE.

KaHIII/IIIaT’bT € U3ITbJIHNW]I MUHUMAJIHUTC HATMOHAJIHN U3NMCKBAaHHI.

I1. Ouenka Ha Meaaroru4eckara nmoJAroToBKa M JeMHOCT HA KaHIUAATA

Ot 2017 r. mouent n.H. Brmanucnas JlazapoB € rocr-mpenojaBaTen B
karenpa ,,Hanmonanna curyproct® kpM ®Dakynrer ,,JIHdpopmanionnn Hayku*
Ha YHubUT. Yetnpu ronunu no-kscHO, nipe3 2021 r., ctaBa JOLEHT B ChIlaTa
karenpa. Ot 2026 r. € ¥ XOHOpPYBaH MIpernojaBaren B Kareapa ,,HamuonanHa
CUTYpHOCT M TnyOnuyHa agMuUHUCTpauus KkbM IIpaBHO-ucTOpHUYECKUS
dakynrer nHa IOroszamamnus ynuBepcuter ,,Heodpur Puicku“. B cBosta
IIpEIoIaBaTesiCKka AEMHOCT JOUEHT I.H. Biaaucnas JlazapoB Boau JeKUuU 110
TUCUUIUIMHUTE ,,CTpaTErMueckl pecypcH 3a HalMOHAJIHATA, PErMOHAJIHATA U
riobanHara curypHoct u ,JleMorpadcku acnekTd Ha CUTYpHOCTTA®, KaTo
CIIOAENS KAaKTO HAayYHUTE CH IO3HAHUWS, TaKa U NMPAKTUYECKHUS CH OIUT CbhC
CBOUTE CTYJEHTHU.

[{snata My akageMuU4Ha Kapuepa € CBbp3aHa ¢ o0jacTra Ha
HallMOHAJIHATA CHUrypHOCT. HaydHWTe My WHTEpecM ca HACOYEHH KbM
YIOPaBICHUETO Ha CTPATErMUYECKUTE PECYpCH, HAIIMOHAHATA W E€HEepruiiHarta
CUTYPHOCT, KaKTO M KBbM OIIEHKaTa Ha PHUCKa U YSI3BUMOCTTAa Ha KpUTHUYHATA

UH(ppacTpyKTypa.

Bnagucnas JlazapoB, nma yHOpaBI€HCKHM ONWUT M EKCHEPTU3A B
peAIM3UPAHETO HA IIOJUTHUKATA 3a HAIMOHAJIHA CUTYpHOCT. bui e
[Tapnamentapen cekperap Ha MBP, cprpynHuk B komucuu Ha HapomHoTo
chOpaHue.



I11. OHeHKa HAa HAYYHHUTE U IPUJTOKHA IIPUHOCH B IIPEACTABCHUTE TPYA0BE
H TAXHATa 3 HAYUMOCT

[IpencraBenata HaydyHa MPOAYKIMA € 3HAYMTENIHA 1O 00eM U
OpUEHTHpaHAa KbM CTPATETMUYECKH BaXXHU NPOOJEMH Ha HallMOHAJIHATA
curypHoct. JloueHT a. H. Bnagucnas JlazapoB e aBTop Ha yeTupu MOHOTrpaduu,
JIBE CTyIuH, yuyeOHHK, 60 cTaTUu U AOKJIAIM Ha HAIMOHAJIHU U MEXIYHAPOIHU
Hay4YHU KOH(EPEHIINH, ChaBTOP B KOJIEKTUBHA MOHOTpadus.

Monorpadusra ,,I'eonomurudeckusT cTatyT Ha EBponeiickust cbo3*
(2026 r.) € ceprO3HO HAy4YHO M3CIIECIBAHE, KOETO MMa CBOETO MSCTO KaKTO B
Oparapckara, Taka M B €BpoOIeickaTa JuTeparypa IO TEONOJIUTHKA U
MEXIyHAapOJHU OTHOILICHUA. Temara € H3KIIOYUTEIHO aKTyallHa, ThU KaTo
pasriexzaa MACTOTO M posiiTa Ha EBpONENCKHMS CBHO3 B YCIOBUATA HA
JUHAMUYHO MPOMEHSAIIATA C€ MEXIYyHapoJHa cpela, Oensg3aHa OT BOilHaTa B
VYKpaitHa, IPOMEHUTE B TPAHCATIAHTHUYECKUTE OTHOLICHHS W 3aCHJIBALIOTO CE
BIINsIHUE Ha AbpkaBu kKaro Kurtanh m Pycmsa. Cpen Hall-CUIIHUTE CTpaHU Ha
MoHoOrpauaTa € HEHHUAT OpUTrMHAJIEH MOAX0A. ABTOPBT HE C€ OrpaHUYaBa C
ONMCAaHHWE HA CBILECTBYBAILIOTO IIOJOKEHUE, a MOCTaBs BaXXHUSA BBIPOC AU
EBpomneiickust cbr03 JEUCTBUTEIHO MOXE Ja ObJe OmpelneseH Karo
CaMOCTOSITEJIEH T€OIOJIMTUYECKU Urpad. AHaIU3Mpa NPUYMHUTE 3a JINIICATa Ha
SICHA TEOMOJINTHYECKA CTPATETUS U MPEJIara pa3IMudy Bb3MOKHU CLIEHAPHUH 32
Obnemoro paszButue Ha Cpro3a. MIMEHHO TO3W KPUTHUYEH M MEPCHEKTUBEH
MOTJIE]] OTIMYaBa U3CIEABAHETO OT MOBEYETO MyOJIMKAIIMKU 10 TeEMATa.

Monorpadusara e no0pe CTpyKTypupaHa U TIOCJIEI0BAaTEIHO pa3BUBa
OCHOBHHUTE CM uieu. B Hed ca pasriegaHd TEOPETUYHUTE OCHOBM Ha
IEOIOJIMTUKATA U MEXAYHApPOJHUTE OTHOLICHUS, HAIPpaBEH € CPABHUTEIICH
aHAJIN3 MEXJY OCHOBHUTE CBETOBHU reononutnuecku urpaun — CAILl, Kuraii,
Pycus u EBponelickusi cbr03. OcoOeHO BHMMaHHE € OTIENeHO Ha (pakTopure,
KOUTO OrpaHuyaBaT Bb3MOkHOocTTa EC nga ce yTBbpauM Karo riobaneH
T€OIOJINTUYECKH CYOEKT, KaKTO M Ha YCJIOBMSTA, IPU KOUTO TOBAa OW MOTJIO J1a
ce IPOMEHU.



B MeromojormyHo  OTHOIIEHHWE  TPYAbBT C€  OTIMYaBa C
UHTEPIUCIUIUIMHAPEH MOAX0. ABTOPBT YCHEIIHO ChUYETaBa 3HAHUS U METOJIU
OT TIOJHUTOJIOTHSITa, WKOHOMHKAaTa, HCTOpUATa W Treorpadusara, HU3MOI3Ba
CPaBHMTEIECH aHalu3 M Ipuilara CLEHapueH IOAXOJ IpU OLEHKAaTa Ha
BB3MOKHHUTE IIOCOKH 3a pa3BUTHE HAa EBpONENCKHS ChIO3.

IV. KputnuHu 0es1e’KKH ¥ NPenopbKU

B MNpEACTaBCHUTC MaTCpUuaii HC CC YCTAHOBABAT CBIICCTBCHU cirabocTu.
HaquHTe HY6JII/IK8,HI/II/I Ha KaHIuJdaTa CC€ II0J3BaT C IIPU3HAHUC B
AKaJICMUYHUTC CPCAU U Ca IUTHUPAHU B HAy4IHATaA JIUTCPATYypPAa. Yuyactuero MY B
Hay4YHHU (bOpYMI/I N CKCIICPTHH AUCKYCHH CBHACTCIICTBA 3a AKTHBHA HAy4dHa
IMO3UIHsA U aBTOPUTCT B o0OacrTa.

V. 3akiaouyenue

Hayunara, mpernojaBaTenckaTa M €KCIepTHAaTa AEWHOCT Ha JOI. [I.H.
Bnanucnas JlazapoB oTroBapss HambiIHO Ha M3MCKBAaHMATA 3a 3acMaHe Ha
aKaJeMH4YHaTa JIBXKHOCT ,Jpodecop” B MNpoPeCHOHATHO HaIpaBICHUE
Hanmonanna curypHoct. HeroBure u3cienBaHus MMaT CHIIECTBEH MPUHOC
KBbM Pa3BUTHETO Ha Hay4yHaTa 00JacT.

I'nacyBam moJs10:kMTeIHO M MPeAIaraM Ha yBaKaeMoTO HAYYHO KypH
na uzdepe nou. A.H. Biaaguciaas Asexkcanapos JlazapoB 3a 3aemMaHe Ha
aKaJeMHYHATA UTbKHOCT ,,mpodecop* B kareapa ,,HanmonamHa curypHocT u
nyonuuda aamuHuctpanus” Ha KO3V | Heodutr Puncku® B mpodecroHanino
HarpaBieane 9.1. ,Hammonamna curyproct (CrTparernuecku pecypcu 3a
HAIMOHAJIHA, PETMOHANIHA U TJ100ajTHa CUTYPHOCT), B ChOTBETCTBUE C KOHKYpCA,
o0sBeH B JIbpxaBeH BecTHUK Op. 36/17.04.2026 1.

Jlara: 26.06.2026 r.
Nzrorsun CTtaHOBHUILIETO:

Hor1.n1-p Mutko AuTOHOB {lUMUTPOB



OPINION

By Assoc. Prof. Dr. Mitko Antonov Dimitrov, Associate Professor in the Department of
National Security and Public Administration at South-West University "Neofit Rilski", Member
of the Scientific Jury in the competition for the academic position of Professor in Professional
Field 9.1 — National Security (Strategic Resources for National, Regional, and Global Security),
South-West University "Neofit Rilski" — Blagoevgrad, published in the State Gazette, Issue No.
36/17.04.2026.

Grounds for Issuing This Opinion: Order No. 1361 of 16.06.2026 of the Rector of South-West
University "Neofit Rilski".

I. General Assessment of the Candidate’s Qualifications, Scholarly Works, and Relevance
of Scientific Qutput

In response to the competition announced in the State Gazette, Issue No. 36/17.04.2026, one
candidate submitted application documents within the prescribed deadline: Assoc. Prof. D.Sc.
Vladislav Alexandrov Lazarov, Associate Professor at the University of Library Studies and
Information Technologies — Sofia.

Assoc. Prof. D.Sc. Vladislav Lazarov is a Bulgarian scholar specializing in national security,
geopolitics, and strategic resources. His academic and professional career is marked by
interdisciplinarity, strong theoretical foundations, and a practical orientation. He completed his
secondary education at two prestigious Sofia schools: the 22nd Secondary School "G. S.
Rakovski" and the 91st Foreign Language High School "Dr. K. Galabov".

He holds three Master’s degrees in distinct fields:
Law (Plovdiv University, 2004);
National Security (G. S. Rakovski Military Academy, 2006);
Business Administration (Technical University of Sofia, 2006).

This interdisciplinary background demonstrates his ability to integrate knowledge across
scientific fields, a critical quality for contemporary research in security and geopolitics.

He obtained a PhD with a dissertation entitled "Strategic Resources for Maintaining National
Security" (Academy of the Ministry of Interior). He also holds the highest scientific degree,
Doctor of Sciences (D.Sc.), with a dissertation on "Control over Strategic Resources and the
Security of Small States”. Both studies address current and strategically significant issues,
including energy security, geopolitical resources, and state vulnerability.

No plagiarism was identified in the submitted materials. The subject matter aligns with the

professional field announced in the competition, and the candidate meets the minimum national
requirements.

I1. Assessment of the Candidate’s Teaching Qualifications and Activities



Since 2017, Assoc. Prof. D.Sc. Vladislav Lazarov has served as a visiting lecturer at the
Department of National Security within the Faculty of Information Sciences at the University
of Library Studies and Information Technologies (ULSIT). In 2021, he was appointed Associate
Professor in the same department. Since 2026, he has also worked as a adjunct faculty member

at the Department of National Security and Public Administration within the Faculty of Law
and History at South-West University "Neofit Rilski".

In his teaching, Assoc. Prof. D.Sc. Vladislav Lazarov delivers lectures on courses such as
"Strategic Resources for National, Regional, and Global Security” and "Demographic Aspects
of Security", sharing both his scientific expertise and practical experience with students.

His entire academic career has focused on national security. His research interests include
strategic resource management, national and energy security, risk assessment, and the
vulnerability of critical infrastructure.

In addition to his academic work, Vladislav Lazarov possesses managerial experience and
expertise in national security policy implementation. He has served as Parliamentary Secretary
of the Ministry of Interior and as an advisor to committees of the National Assembly.

II1. Assessment of the Scientific and Applied Contributions of the Submitted Works and
Their Significance

The candidate’s scientific output is substantial and centers on strategically important issues in
national security. Assoc. Prof. D.Sc. Vladislav Lazarov is the author of:

Four monographs;
Two scholarly studies;
One textbook;

Sixty scientific articles and conference papers presented at national and international
conferences;

Co-author of a collective monograph.

His monograph "The Geopolitical Status of the European Union" (2026) is a significant
scholarly contribution to both Bulgarian and European literature on geopolitics and
international relations. The work addresses a highly relevant topic, examining the position and
role of the European Union in a dynamically changing international environment marked by
the war in Ukraine, shifts in transatlantic relations, and the rising influence of China and Russia.

One of the monograph’s strongest features is its original approach. Rather than merely
describing the current situation, the author raises a critical question: Can the European Union
truly be regarded as an independent geopolitical actor? He analyzes the reasons for the EU’s
lack of a clear geopolitical strategy and proposes scenarios for its future development. This
forward-looking perspective distinguishes the study from most publications on the subject.



The monograph is well-structured and systematically develops its main ideas. It explores the
theoretical foundations of geopolitics and international relations and provides a comparative
analysis of the world’s major geopolitical actors: the United States, China, Russia, and the
European Union. Particular attention is given to the factors limiting the EU’s ability to establish
itself as a global geopolitical actor, as well as the conditions under which this could change.

From a methodological perspective, the work stands out for its interdisciplinary approach. The
author successfully integrates knowledge and methods from political science, economics,
history, and geography, employs comparative analysis, and applies a scenario-based approach
to assess potential future directions for the European Union.

IV. Critical Remarks and Recommendations

No substantial weaknesses were identified in the submitted materials. The candidate’s scientific
publications are recognized within the academic community and have been cited in scholarly
literature. His participation in scientific forums and expert discussions demonstrates an active
academic presence and established authority in the field.

V. Conclusion

The scientific, teaching, and expert activities of Assoc. Prof. D.Sc. Vladislav Lazarov fully
satisfy the requirements for appointment to the academic position of Professor in the
professional field of National Security. His research has made a significant contribution to the
development of this scientific field.

I vote in favor and recommend that the distinguished Scientific Jury elect Assoc. Prof.
D.Sc. Vladislav Alexandrov Lazarov to the academic position of Professor in the
Department of National Security and Public Administration at South-West University "Neofit
Rilski" in Professional Field 9.1 — National Security (Strategic Resources for National,
Regional, and Global Security), in accordance with the competition announced in the State
Gazette, Issue No. 36/17.04.2026.

Date: 26.06.2026

Prepared by: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Mitko Antonov Dimitrov



