CTAHOBHIIE

Ot: npog. n1-p Credan Hopranos Kupusios
KoJexx mo typussm — biiaroesrpan,

Bkurouen B Perucrbpa Ha akageMU4HuA cbCcTaB HA PenyOumka boarapus B
HauuonaaHus ueHTHp 3a HHGOpMaNus U JOKYMEHTAIMs 10 NPOo¢eCHOHATHO
HanpasJjenue 3.9. ,, Typuzbm*

U

YjleH HA HAY4YHO kKypH 1o o0siBeH oT FO3Y ,,Heoput Puiickn® — biaroesrpaja koHkypc
3a 3aeMaHe HA aKaJeMHYHA JUIbKHOCT ,,JJOLEeHT* 110 00J1acT Ha BUCIIETO 00pa3oBaHue 3.
CoumnajiHy, CTONAHCKU M MPAaBHU HAYKH, NpodecuoHanHo HanpaiaeHue 3.9 Typusbm
(,MkoHoMuKa u ynpasienue Ha Typusma® (ExocucreMeH noaxoa u HHOBAIlUM B
XO0TeJIHEPCTBOTO)), 32 HYKIUTEe HA KaTeapa ,,[ypuzbm*

1. IlpeacraBsiHe HA KaHIUIATA:

[To 06siBeHMsI KOHKYPC 3a 3a€MaHe Ha akaJeMUYHATA JUTHKHOCT ,,TOIICHT * 110 00J1acT Ha
BuciieTo oOpa3oBanue 3. ComManHW, CTOMAHCKH M TMPABHU HAyKH, MOpodecHoHATHO
Harnpasienue 3.9 Typussm (,,Jikonomuka u ynpasieHue Ha TypusMa‘ (EKocucTemMeH moaxo;y
Y MHOBAIIMH B XOTEJIMEPCTBOTO)), 32 HY>KIUTE Ha KaTeapa ,, [ ypu3bM™ € mojiain JOKyMEHTH €uH
KaHauat — ri1. ac. 1-p Jlrobomupa Pymenona [lunemnosa.

2. OcHoBaHue 32 HAIUCBAaHe HA CTAHOBHIIE:

Pemenne Ha mHPBOTO 3acelaHWe HA HAYYHOTO JKypd MO OOsSBEHATa MpoIEaypa,
nposeaeHo Ha 25.06.2026 r. - [Tpotokos Ne 1. KonkypcbsT € 00HapoaBaH B [|bpKaBeH BECTHHK,
Opoii 36/17.04.2026 .

Hacrosoro craHoBHIIE € U3roTBEHO Ha ocHoBaHue 3amoBeq Ne 1363/16.06.2026 r. Ha
Pexropa nHa O3V ,Heodut Puncku“ — bnaroesrpaa. CbabpxkaHeTo My € CbhoOpa3eHO ¢
JEHCTBAIIUTe 3aKOH 3a pa3BUTHE Ha aKaJAeMUYHHS ChcTaB B PenybOnmuka bovarapus u
[IpaBunHKMKa 3a HETOBOTO MpWJIaraHe M C BBTPELIHUTE PErJIAMEHTH 3a Pa3BUTHETO Ha
akanemuunus cbeTaB B FO3Y ,,Heodut Puncku® — brnaroesrpag v B CTpyKTYpHO OTHOIIICHHE
BKJIFOYUBA CEJEM YaCTH M 3aKII0OUCHHC.

3. XapakTepHCTHKA HA KaHAWAATA:

Jlrobomupa IluHenoBa € eAMHCTBEH KaHAMAAT MO KOHKypcHaTa mpomeaypa. Ot 2005
roguHa pabotu B O3V ,Heodur Puicku™ — bnaroesrpan, B kartempa ,,IypusbpMm™ Ha
CromnaHcku (akylnTeT U KbM HACTOSALIUS MOMEHT 3aeMa aKaJeMU4yHaTa UTbXKHOCT ,,IJaBeH
ACUCTEHT"

IIpes 2011 r. e mpucebanena OHC , Jlokrop*“ mo ,lkoHOMHMKa W ynpaBieHue
/“VMIaTerpupaHy CHCTEMH 3a yIpaBJICHUE HA Typu3Ma‘/ 3a 3alllUTeH IUCEpTAllMOHEH TpPyH Ha



TEMA ,,I/IHTerI/IpaHI/I CUCTCMH 3a YIPABJICHUC Ha KAa4YCCTBOTO Ha XOTCJICKHUSA HpOI[}IKT“ KbM

YHCC.

[IpunobuBa mMarucTepcka cremneH 1o ,,duHancu” (2003 — 2005 r.) n O6akaiaBbpcKa
creneH 1o ,, Typuzsm” (1998 — 2002 r.) B O3V , Heodput Puncku‘ — brnaroesrpan.

I'n. ac. a-p IIluHenoBa Bnasee HAKOJIKO YyKIH €3UKa - aHIJINHCKU, HEMCKU U PYCKH.

[To xoHKypcHaTa mpoueaypa, KaHIuAaTa IMpeacTaBss JOKYMEHTH, KOWUTO ca B
CHOTBETCTBHE C HAIMOHAJIHHUTE W3WUCKBaHUS M BbTpemHHTe npaBwia Ha HO3Y ,Heodur
Puncku® — bnaroesrpan, kato: aBroouorpadus, numiom 3a OHC ,,Jloktop®, yroctoBepeHue
3a crax no crneuuanHocrra or 02.06.2026 r., cnuchKk ¢ pe3ioMeTa Ha MyONMKAaLUMUTE Ha
OBArapcky U aHIIMHCKU €3UK 33 y4acTHe B KOHKypca, CIIpaBKa 1o oOpasel] 3a U3IIbJIHEHUE Ha
MUHMMAaJIHUTE HAIMOHAJIHU W3UCKBAHUS M JOMBJIHUTENHUTE M3nuckBanus Ha O3V ,Heodur
Punckn® — bmaroeBrpan 3a 3aemaHe Ha akaJeMU4HATa JIBXHOCT ,,JOIIEHT, CIpaBKa 3a
OpUTMHAJIHUTE HAy4YHHM NPUHOCU C JI0KA3aTeJICTBA, 3asBJICHHME 3a JOIMYCKAaHE 10 ydacTHE B
KOHKypca oT 15.06.2026 r.

4. O0ma (KoJM4YecTBEHAa M KAa4eCTBEHA) OIEHKA HA Yy4eOHO-NpenoJaBaTeicKaTa
padora (Ha 0a3a Ha MpeACTABEHUTE JOKYMEHTH).

Ot npencraBeHUTE TOKYMEHTH € BUAHO, Y€ € OCUTYpEeHa JIEKIIMOHHA HATOBAPEHOCT OT
345 y4eOnu wyaca, Mo JeBeT y4eOHM AMCUMIUIMHU CBBP3aHU C KOHKypca. ChIlo Taka,
npenoaaBaTesickaTta JeMHOCT Ha KaHIuaTa oOXBalla MpenojiaBaHe mpe CTyJEHTUTE, KaKTO
Ha 33IBJDKUTETHA Taka W M30MpaeMu NUCHUIUIMHH, KOUTO PEAIM3HMpa B CIEIUATHOCTHTE B
Kareapa ,, [ypusbM*“. BugHo € cblo, ye KaTo ABJITOTOJUIICH npenoaaBaTena B CTOMaHCKU
daxynter kpM FO3Y ,Heodur Puncku™ — bnaroesrpan, ri. ac. a-p [IlunenoBa e usrpaguna
MHOTO I00pa OCHOBa B yueOHO-TIpernoaBaTeckara padboTa ¢ HaTpynaHu 3HaHus U yMeHus. Ot
2005 r. e Ha3Hau€HA 3a acucTeHT, npe3 2007 r. — 3a ctapiiu acucTeHt, a oT 2010 roguHa 1 KbM
MOMEHTa 3aeMa aKaJeMUYHATa JJIBKHOCT IJ1aBE€H aCUCTEHT.

5. O0ma (KoqM4YecTBEHA M Ka4YeCTBEHA) OIEHKA HA HAYYHHUTE HU3CJeIBAHMS M
H3cieI0BaTeJICKaTa ieifHOCT (Ha 0a3a Ha MpeacTaBeHNTe JOKYMEHTH).

[IpencraBeHaTta Mo KOHKypcHaTa Mpoleaypa HaydHaTa MPOAYKLMS Ha KaHJIWJaTa
BKJIIOYBA HAy4YHHM TMPOOJIEMH, H3CIEIBAIM EKOCHCTEMHHS TOJXOX B XOTEIHUEPCTBOTO,
aKTyaJHUTE BBIIPOCH CBBP3aHU C YCTOMYMBOTO PA3BUTHE, TUTHUTAIM3ALUATA U UHOBALMUTE,
MEHH/UKMBHTa Ha  TYpUCTUYECKHTE  MNPEANPHUATHS, KOHKYpEHTOCHOCOOHOCTTa  Ha
TYPUCTHYECKUTE TECTUHALINHY.

WzcnenBanusita Ha ri1. ac. A-p [luHeno0Ba ce OTKposiBaT ¢ MHOTO A00pa CUHEPT U MEXKTY
TEOpHsl M NPAKTUKA. Te naBaT KOHKPETHM OTIOBOPM HA AKTyaJHU IPEAN3BHUKATEIICTBA B
YIPaBIEHUETO HAa Typus3Ma. B mpeiokeHUTe TpynOBE SICHO MPOJIMYaBA CHUCTEMATUYHMAT
HAyYHOM3CIIEOBATENICKU MOIX0] HA aBTOPa, KAaKTO U MPUHOCHUAT XapaKTep Ha pa3paboTKuTe
My B 00JacTTa Ha XOTEJIUEPCKUS U TYPUCTUUECKUS MEHHUKMBHT. EMIHMpUUHUTE pe3ynTatu
MMAaT HEMOCPEACTBEHO NPAKTUYECKO MTPUIIOKEHNE B PEATHHS CEKTOP. TEKCTHT € MOJAHECEH Ha
NOCJIEIOBATENICH, aKaJeMUYeH W NpodecHoHalieH €3UK, C KOPEKTHO H3IOJ3BaHe Ha
CIIeNHaIu31paHaTa TEPMUHOJIOTHSI.

B koHkypca 3a 3aemaHe Ha akaJeMHU4YHa JUTBKHOCT ,,JOLEHT", KaHJHaTa MpeICTaBs
001l CIIUCHK W pe3loMeTa Ha MyOJMKauu Ha OBIATapCKU M aHTJIMKUCKU e3uK ¢ 20 HayIHH
3aryaBusi, OT KOUTO eHa cobcTBeHa MoHorpadus, 13 cTatuu U AOKIaIu /5 CaMOCTOSTEITHH U



8 B CHaBTOPCTBO/, MyOJMKYBaHW B HAYYHH H3/aHUs, KakTO W 6 3armaBus ¢ obmo 15 Gpos
y4acTus B YaCTH OT KOJICKTHBHU TPYI0BE, BKIIOYUTEIHO U IJIABH OT MOHOTPa(HH.

Hayuynata npoaykuus otroBaps Ha HanuoHannute wusuckBaHusi ot 3PACPb wu
TOMBIHUTETHUTE W3UCKBAaHUS HA BUclieTo yuwuiuunie. [TyOnukanmoHnHata NeWHOCT € JTUYHO
JIeNI0 Ha KaHIWAaTa, KaTo 4acT OT Hes € MyONMKyBaHa M B MEXIyHapoaHu uiganus. [lo
KOHKYpCa € MpeACTaBeHa CIpaBKa 3a U3II'bJIHEHNE HA MUHUMAJIHUTE HALIMOHAJIHU W3UCKBAHUS
U JOMTBJTHUTEITHUTE U3UCKBAaHUS ¢ 00110 856.65 neximapupaHu TOUKH, KaTO B TAX CE BKIIOYBAT
430 TOYKM MO CHOTBETHHUTE IPYIHU MOKa3zaTenu, oT u3nuckyemure 400 TOUKM O KOHKypCHaTa
npoueaypa. [lo rpynu nokasarenau ce pasnpenessT, o cilieqHus HauuH: ['pyna nokazaren A —
50 toukwu, rpyna nokasaren B — 100 Touku, rpyna nokazarenu I — 411.65 touku, rpyna ot
nokazarenu [ — 100 touxku. Kanaunarst € nexkinapupan 1 195 Touku no rpyna nokasarenu E,
M3pa3sBally c€ B yYacTHs Ha MO3MIMS ,,eKCIEPT * WIH ,,u3CIIeI0OBATEN/TIPETojaBaTen’ B euH
HAIIMOHAJICH U IIECT MEXIyHAPOJHH HAYYHH U 00pa30BaTEIHH MTPOEKTA.

IIpencraBeHa e chIlo ClipaBKa Ha LIMTUPAHU 4 HAY4YHHU 3arJIaBUsi, B KOUTO KaHIU/aTa €
BTOPH WJIHM TPETH aBTOp, ¢ 06mo 20 uutupanus. OOpbliaM BHUMaHUE, ye nuTHpaHe Ne 7 ot
criichbka /mim Ne 13.7 ot Tabnmmiara Ne 2 3a gexnapupanu Opol TOUKH/ HE TpUeMaM, Thi KaTo
CBIIOTO ce KiacuduImpa Karo aprouutupane. bpoar Ha Toukute TpsiOBa 1a Obe HaMaleH ¢ 5
/TieT/ eNUHULIM B TpyTIa mokaszaren /.

[IpenBua ropHuTe KOHCTaTaluuu, 1. ac. A-p Jlrobomupa IluHenoBa mokpuBa U B
3HAYUTEIIHA CTEIICH HAJBHUINABA MUHUMAIHWUTE HAllMOHATHU W3UCKBAHUSA U IOIBIHUTCIHUTE
u3uckBanus Ha FO3Y ,,Heodur Puncku® — briaroesrpan 3a 3aemMane Ha akaJeMHYHA JUTHKHOCT
,,JOIIEHT .

6. Xapakrepu3upaHe HAa HAYYHUTE MPUHOCH

[Ipuemam mnpencraBeHute oT KaHaupata 10 HayyHM @OpuHOCA B KOHKypCHaTa
IpoLenypa, CACTEMAaTU3UPAHHU B LIECT OCHOBHU HANPABIICHHUs. Te ca HATBJIHO PENIEBAHTHU KbM
TeMaTWKata Ha OOSBEHUS KOHKYpC U 0OXBallaT KIIOYOBH AaCIHEKTH, CBBP3aHH C
XOTEIHEePCTBOTO, KaYeCTBOTO, KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTA, WHOBAIMHUTE, AUTUTAIU3ALMITA U
€KOCUCTEMHHMSI TOAXOI.

B nayuynure TpynoBe Ha KaHOUAaTa HsAMa JIOKAa3aHO IO 3aKOHOYCTAaHOBEHUS pea
IUTATHATCTBO. B CHOTBETCTBUE C HOPMATHUBHUTE M3UCKBAHUS € MpecTaBeHa Jlekmapamus 3a
OPUTHHAITHOCT U JOCTOBEpPHOCT Ha uH(opmarusaTa. C Hes ce yIoCTOBepsBa, Y€ BCHUUKHU
W3I0JI3BAaHU U3TOYHUIIM 32 HAYYHUTE M3CIIECIBAHUS Ca IUTUPAHU JOOPOCHBECTHO U Ca CIIa3eHU
pasnopendute Ha 3aKOHa 32 aBTOPCKOTO MPaBO U CPOJHUTE MY MpaBa.

7. [domycHaTu ¢J1a00CTH, KpUTHYHH OeJIesKKH, MPEeNnopbKH.

[To mpencraBeHaTa MOKyMEHTalMs B KOHKYpCHATa MpoIEAypa HSIMaM ChIIECTBEHU
3a0eJIe)KKH U He OTKPHBAM JIONTYCHATH CJI1abocTH. EMHCTBEHAaTa MU OCHOBHA IIPETIOPHKA € 110
OTHOIICHHE CBHIbPIKAHUETO B HIKOUW 0000meHH crpaBku. bu Ouino monesno B Obere
KaHIUAATHT J1a JACTalau3npa HHpopMammsaTa OTHOCHO MyOJUKAIMUTE, KaTo T0CcoYBa Opos U
oOeMa Ha CTpaHUIUTE 3a BCsKa OT Tax. ChINO Taka OTIPaBsSM MPENoOpbKa KbM KaHAHUIATa B
npOelara cu u3clieloBaTeIcka paboTa Jga Hacouyd MyOJMKAIMOHHATa CH aKTHBHOCT KBbM
u3aHus, pedepupaHd W HHISKCHPAaHH B CBETOBHOM3BECTHH O0a3W JaHHM C HaydHa
nHpopmanus.



3akjaueHue

Ha 6a3ara Ha mpencTaBeHUTE TOKYMEHTH, C KOUTO KaHUAaTa y4yacTBa B KOHKypCHaTa
mpolieypa, KakTo ¥ MOAPOOHO 3aM03HaBaHe ChC CHIUTUTE, CMATAM Y€ TII. ac. a-p Jlrobomupa
[TuHenoBa HATBJIHO MOKPYBA U3UCKBAHUATA 32 HEOOXOIUMUS OpOIl M Ka4eCTBO HA HAYYHUTE
myOJIMKAIMK, CJIeN 3allluTa Ha IHUCEePTAIMOHEH TPy M 3aeMaHaTa HACTOAIlA aKaJeMHUYHA
TuTbxkHOCT. [lyOnukanuuTe U HaydYHUTE TMPUHOCH B TPYJOBETE HAMMBIHO CHOTBETCTBAT HA
TEeMaTUKaTa Ha KOHKypca, 1o npodecruonanHo Hampasicaue 3.9 Typusmsm - (,,lkoHOMHKA 1
ynpaeneHue Ha Typusma“ (ExocuctemeH moaxod M MHOBAlMM B XOTENIHEepcTBOTO). Cren
HaTPaBeH MoAPOOEH aHAIU3 JIaBaM CBOSITA MOJIOXKUTEIIHA OLICHKA 110 HACTOSIIIAaTa MPoLeaypa
U TpejuiaraM Ha wieHoBeTe Ha HayuHoTo xypu u uneHoBere Ha DakynTeTHHs ChBET Ha
Cromanckusi (hakynaTeT 1a TJacyBaT TMOJOXKHUTEIHO 3a MPHUCHKIAHETO Ha aKaJeMHYHATa
JUTBKHOCT ,,JIo1eHT" Ha KanauaaTa 1. ac. a-p Jlrobomupa Pymenosa [IunenoBa B o61acT Ha
Buciie oOpaszoBanue 3. ColuanHH, CTONAHCKM W TIPaBHH HAyKH, MNPOodHecHOoHATHO
HarpasjeHue npodecnoHanHo Hampasienue 3.9 Typussm (,,JIkoHOMHMKaA U ympaBieHHe Ha
TypusMa* (ExocucTemMeH moaxo/l 1 UHOBALIMKM B XOTEIUEPCTBOTO)), 3a HYKAUTE HA Kareapa
»Lypu3bpm* ipu FO3VY ,,Heodut Puicku* — baroesrpan.

14.08.2026 1. M3roTBui cTaHOBUILIETO:

bnaroesrpan /mpod. n-p Credan Kupuios/



OPINION

From: Prof. Dr. Stefan Yordanov Kirilov
College of Tourism — Blagoevgrad,

included in the Register of Academic Staff of the Republic of Bulgaria maintained by the
National Centre for Information and Documentation in professional field 3.9
“Tourism”,

and

member of the Scientific Jury for the competition announced by South-West University
“Neofit Rilski” — Blagoevgrad for the academic position of Associate Professor in field of
higher education 3. Social, Economic and Legal Sciences, professional field 3.9
“Tourism” (“Economics and Management of Tourism” (Ecosystem Approach and
Innovations in Hospitality)), for the needs of the Department of Tourism

1. Presentation of the Candidate:

In response to the announced competition for the academic position of Associate
Professor in field of higher education 3. Social, Economic and Legal Sciences, professional
field 3.9 “Tourism” (“Economics and Management of Tourism” (Ecosystem Approach and
Innovations in Hospitality)), for the needs of the Department of Tourism, one candidate has
submitted an application and the required documents — Chief Assistant Professor Dr.
Lyubomira Rumenova Pinelova.

2. Grounds for Preparing the Opinion:

The present opinion is based on the decision adopted at the first meeting of the Scientific
Jury for the announced procedure, held on 25 June 2026 — Minutes No. 1. The competition was
published in the State Gazette, Issue No. 36 of 17 April 2026.

This opinion has been prepared pursuant to Order No. 1363 of 16 June 2026 issued by
the Rector of South-West University “Neofit Rilski” — Blagoevgrad. Its content is in accordance
with the applicable Law on the Development of Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria,
the Regulations for its Implementation, and the internal regulations governing the development
of academic staff at South-West University “Neofit Rilski” — Blagoevgrad. Structurally, the
opinion comprises seven sections and a conclusion.

3. Candidate Profile:

Lyubomira Pinelova is the sole candidate in the competition procedure. Since 2005, she
has been employed at South-West University “Neofit Rilski” — Blagoevgrad, in the Department
of Tourism at the Faculty of Economics, where she currently holds the academic position of
Chief Assistant Professor.

In 2011, she was awarded the educational and scientific degree “Doctor” in “Economics
and Management” / “Integrated Tourism Management Systems” for her dissertation entitled



“Integrated Quality Management Systems for Hotel Products”, defended at the University of
National and World Economy (UNWE).

She obtained a Master’s degree in Finance (2003-2005) and a Bachelor’s degree in
Tourism (1998-2002) from South-West University “Neofit Rilski” — Blagoevgrad.

Chief Assistant Professor Dr. Pinelova has proficiency in several foreign languages,
including English, German, and Russian.

As part of the competition procedure, the candidate has submitted documents that
comply with the national requirements and the internal regulations of South-West University
“Neofit Rilski” — Blagoevgrad, including: a curriculum vitae; diploma certifying the
educational and scientific degree “Doctor”; a certificate of professional experience in the
relevant field dated 2 June 2026; a list of abstracts of publications in Bulgarian and English
submitted for participation in the competition; a standardized report demonstrating compliance
with the minimum national requirements and the additional requirements of South-West
University “Neofit Rilski” — Blagoevgrad for holding the academic position of Associate
Professor; a report on the original scientific contributions, accompanied by supporting
evidence; and an application for admission to the competition procedure dated 15 June 2026.

4. Overall (Quantitative and Qualitative) Assessment of Teaching and Academic
Activities (Based on the Submitted Documents)

The submitted documents demonstrate that the candidate has a teaching workload of
345 lecture hours across nine academic disciplines related to the subject of the competition. The
candidate’s teaching activities also include instruction in both compulsory and elective courses
offered within the degree programmes of the Department of Tourism.

It is also evident that, as a long-standing lecturer at the Faculty of Economics of South-
West University “Neofit Rilski” — Blagoevgrad, Chief Assistant Professor Dr. Pinelova has
established a strong foundation in teaching and academic work, supported by substantial
knowledge and professional skills acquired over the years.

She was appointed as an Assistant Professor in 2005, as a Senior Assistant Professor in
2007, and since 2010 she has held, and continues to hold, the academic position of Chief
Assistant Professor.

5. Overall (Quantitative and Qualitative) Assessment of Scientific Research and
Research Activities (Based on the Submitted Documents)

The scientific output submitted by the candidate as part of the competition procedure
addresses scientific issues related to the ecosystem approach in hospitality, current matters
concerning sustainable development, digitalization and innovation, the management of tourism
enterprises, and the competitiveness of tourism destinations.

The research conducted by Chief Assistant Professor Dr. Pinelova stands out for its very
good synergy between theory and practice. It provides specific answers to current challenges in
tourism management. The submitted works clearly demonstrate the author’s systematic
research approach, as well as the substantive contribution of her studies to the fields of
hospitality and tourism management. The empirical findings have direct practical applicability
in the real-world sector. The texts are presented in a coherent, academic, and professional style,
with accurate use of specialized terminology.



For the competition for the academic position of Associate Professor, the candidate has
submitted a comprehensive list and abstracts of publications in Bulgarian and English,
comprising 20 scientific titles, including one single-authored monograph and 13 articles and
conference papers (5 single-authored and 8 co-authored) published in scientific journals and
proceedings, as well as 6 titles representing a total of 15 contributions to collective works,
including chapters in monographs.

The scientific output complies with the national requirements under the Law on the
Development of Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria (LDASRB) and with the additional
requirements of the higher education institution. The publication activity is the candidate’s own
work, with part of it published in international scientific editions. The candidate has submitted
a report demonstrating compliance with the minimum national requirements and the additional
institutional requirements, with a total of 856.65 declared points, including 430 points under
the relevant groups of indicators, compared with the required 400 points under the competition
procedure.

The points are distributed among the groups of indicators as follows: Group of
indicators A — 50 points; Group of indicators B — 100 points; Group of indicators G — 411.65
points; Group of indicators D — 100 points. The candidate has also declared 195 points under
Group of indicators E, resulting from participation in the capacity of an “expert” or
“researcher/lecturer” in one national and six international scientific and educational projects.

A separate list of four cited scientific publications has also been submitted, in which the
candidate is the second or third author, with a total of 20 citations. I would like to point out that
Citation No. 7 in the list (or No. 13.7 in Table No. 2 concerning the declared number of points)
is not accepted, as it is classified as a self-citation. Therefore, the number of points should be
reduced by 5 (five) points under Group of indicators D.

In view of the above findings, Chief Assistant Professor Dr. Lyubomira Pinelova meets
and significantly exceeds the minimum national requirements and the additional requirements
of South-West University “Neofit Rilski” — Blagoevgrad for holding the academic position of
Associate Professor.

6. Characterization of the Scientific Contributions

I accept the 10 scientific contributions presented by the candidate within the competition
procedure, systematized into six main areas. They are fully relevant to the subject matter of the
announced competition and encompass key aspects related to hospitality, quality,
competitiveness, innovation, digitalization, and the ecosystem approach.

No plagiarism has been established in the candidate’s scientific works in accordance
with the procedure prescribed by law. In compliance with the applicable regulatory
requirements, a Declaration of Originality and Accuracy of the Information has been submitted.
The declaration certifies that all sources used in the research have been duly and appropriately
cited and that the provisions of the Copyright and Related Rights Act have been observed.

7. Weaknesses, Critical Remarks, and Recommendations

Based on the documentation submitted as part of the competition procedure, I have no
significant remarks and have not identified any shortcomings. My only principal
recommendation concerns the content of some of the summary reports. In the future, it would



be useful for the candidate to provide more detailed information regarding her publications,
including the number of pages and the volume of each publication.

I would also recommend that, in her future research activities, the candidate direct her
publication efforts toward journals and other scientific publications indexed and abstracted in
internationally recognized scientific databases.

Conclusion

Based on the documents submitted by the candidate as part of the competition
procedure, as well as on my detailed review of these documents, I consider that Chief Assistant
Professor Dr. Lyubomira Pinelova fully meets the requirements regarding the required number
and quality of scientific publications, following the defense of her doctoral dissertation and in
view of her current academic position.

The publications and scientific contributions presented in her works fully correspond to
the subject matter of the competition in professional field 3.9 “Tourism” — “Economics and
Management of Tourism” (Ecosystem Approach and Innovations in Hospitality).

Following a detailed analysis, I hereby give my positive assessment in the present
procedure and recommend that the members of the Scientific Jury and the members of the
Faculty Council of the Faculty of Economics vote in favor of awarding the academic position
of Associate Professor to the candidate, Chief Assistant Professor Dr. Lyubomira Rumenova
Pinelova, in field of higher education 3. Social, Economic and Legal Sciences, professional
field 3.9 “Tourism” (“Economics and Management of Tourism” (Ecosystem Approach and
Innovations in Hospitality)), for the needs of the Department of Tourism at South-West
University “Neofit Rilski” — Blagoevgrad.

14 August 2026 Prepared by:
Blagoevgrad Prof. Dr. Stefan Kirilov



