CTAHOBULLE

Ot: foy. 0-p Mems UsaHoea ToHesa
CmonaHcka akademus J1. A. LleHos" — Csuuyo8
[MpopecuoHanHo HanpasneHue 3.8 MkoHomuka
HayyHa cneyuanHocm ,MKoHOMUKa U ynpaerneHue (mypusbm)*

OTHOCHO: KOHKYpC 3a 3aeMaHe Ha akadeMuyHa drbxxHocm ,,doueHm” no NPogheCcUoHasHo
HanpasneHue 3.9 TypusbMm, Hay4Ha cheyuanHocm ,MKOHOMUKa U ynpagneHue Ha mypusma
(CneyuanuaupaHu 8udoge mypu3bM U mpaHcapaHu4yHO CbmpyOHU4YeCmeo)*

l. MpeactaBsaHe Ha KaHAUAATa

EanHcTeeH kaHauaaTt no obsiseHuns B [1B 6p. 36/17.04.2026 r. KOHKYpC 3@ akageMunyHa AMbXHOCT
4IOLUEHT* no npodecuoHanHo HanpasneHuwe 3.9 TypusbM, HayyHa cneuuanHoct “UkoHomuka u
ynpaeneHue Ha Typuama (Cneumanvsupann BULOBE TYpU3bM W TPAHCTPaHUYHO CTPYAHUYECTBO)” € 1.
ac. g-p Pycka BeHuucnasosa boxkosa.

KanauoatsT € npenogasaten B kateapa , TypusbM* Ha KO3Y H. Puncku® — bnaroesrpag.

Il. OcHoBaHWe 3a HanUCBaHe Ha CTaHOBULLETO

CTaHOBMLLETO € M3rOTBEHO Ha OCHOBaHue PelueHne Ha dakynTeTHust cbBeT Ha CTonaHCKu
takyntet npu KO3Y ,H. Puncku®, Mpotokon Ne38/15.06.2026 r., 3anosen Ne1362/16.06.2026 r. Ha
Pektopa Ha O3Y ,H.Puncku‘-bnaroesrpag 3a onpeaensiHe CbCTaBa Ha Hay4HOTO XYpU U peLleHne Ha
MbPBOTO 3aceaHne Ha Hay4YHOTO Xypu, NpoBeaeHo Ha 25.06.2026 roguHa.

lll. MepcoHanHa xapakTepucTKa Ha KaHAUAATa
Pycka BeHuucnasoBa boxkoBa 3aBbpliBa cpedHomo cu obpaszosaHue B rMHasws, rp.
Acnposanta, Penybnuka Mpuus npes 1999 roguna, a npes 2002 r. EaMHeH nuuen B cblimus rpag. Mpes
2006 roguHa npupobusa Gakanmaebpcka cmeneH Ha obpasoBaHuWe no nybnuyHa agMUHUCTPauus B
YHVUBEPCUTET NO COLManHM U NoaUTYECKkn Hayku ,MaHTno®, Penybnuka Mopuns. OKC ,,Mmacucmbp“ no
,/IKOHOMUYECKO 1 pernoHarnHo passutue’ npugobusa npes 2009 roguHa B CbLLOTO Y4ebHO 3aBeAeHue.
B nepuoaa 2009-2013 roguHa e pegoseH goktopaHT B KO3Y H. Puncku‘- bnaroesrpag no AokTopcka
nporpama ,/ikoHomuka n ynpasneHnue (Typussm)“. MNpugobusa OHC ,,0okmop“ npes 2013 roguHa cneg
3aluTa Ha aucepTaLMOHEH TpYA Cbe 3arnasue MexaypernoHanH 0CoBeHOCTU Ha CeNCKUs Typu3bM®.
Cbobpa3Ho npunoxeHata KbM LOKYMEHTWUTE MO KOHKypca asTobuorpacms, a-p boxkosa e
peueHseHsm B cnucanue ,Athens Journal of Tourism” kbM WHCTMTYT 3a 06pa3oBaHne 1 M3CneaBaHus,
ATuHa 1 e YneH Ha pedakyuoHHama Koneaus Ha cnucanwe ,lpeanpuemayectso” kbm FO3Y H. Puncku®,
KOETO € NoKa3aTemnHO 3a BUCOKUAT HayYeH aBTOPUTET Ha kaHanaaTa. B ynpasumenHus ceeem e Ha KHCB,
npu KO3Y H. Puncku®. OcBeH bbnrapcku e3uk KaTo MaitumH, rn. ac. a-p Pycka boxkoBa Bnagee aHrmmmcku,
TPBLKM N HEMCKI e3UyU.
KangnpatbT otunTa yyactme B eQuH HayuoHaneH npoekm Ha tO3Y ,Heodut Puncku® no
,Hapenba 3a ycnoBusTa M pefda 3a OUEHKaTa, NaHUMPaHETO, pPa3npedeneHneTo 1 pasxodBaHEeTO Ha
CpeacTBaTa OT ObpxaBHWUA DOaKeT 3a (PMHAHCMpaHe Ha NpUCHLIATa Ha AbPKABHUTE BUCLLW Y4unuLia



Hay4Ha UNK XyLOXeCTBEHOTBOPYECKA AENHOCT" C HAUMEHOBaHWE: “YCTOMYMBO PasBUTUE, yNpaBlieHne 1
nnaHupaHe”, kakto 1 B oceM mexdyHapodHu npoekma: 1) Licence, Master professionnels en formation
ouverte et a distance pour le developpement du tourisme durable en Chine, au Vietnam et au Kirghizstan
- LMPT; 2) Social and Sustainable skills for young NEET population (SOSUSK); 3) Sustainability as a
Recovery Tool for Small Tourism Business: Enviromental & Social Responsibility in Tourism, SuReTo; 4)
FAIRNESS - Financial Skills for business Startups; §) Towards the Autonomy of UFM (Unaccompanied
Foreign Minors) TOAUFM (®uHaHcupanu ot Erasmus +, KA2); 6) “Integrating Bulgaria-Greece cross-
border significance historical and archeological assets into one sustainable thematic tourist destination”
(BORDERLESS CULTURE), dwuHaHcupaH ot European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) w
INTERREG V-A I'vpuws — Bbnrapus 2014-2020; 7) Social agri-entrepreneurship for disabled people in the
cross border area (AGRI- ABILITY), douHaHcupaH oT: INTERREG V-A Mbpums — Bunrapusa 2014-2020; 8)
Innovative instruments for the preservation and promotion of cultural heritage in the cross border area
(TOURISM-e), donHaHempaH oT: INTERREG V-A Mopums — Bbnrapus 2014-2020.

OCHOBHMTE npenogaBaHW OT KaHAuAaTa AUCLMANMHW Ca: ,YCTOMYMBO YrpaBfieHue Ha
CesICKMa Typu3bM®, ,YnpaBrieHne Ha TYPUCTUYECKUTE aTpakLmmn®, ,MexayHapoaeH N BbTPeLLEH Typusbm®,
,CEncku Typu3bM* 1 ,YnpaBreHue Ha TYPUCTUHECKUTE NPEXNBABAHNS”.

lMpoghecuoHanHama kapuepa Ha Pycka BeHuucnasosa boxkosa 8 CmonaHcku hakynmem Ha
tO3Y ,H. Punckn“ — bnaroesrpag 3anousa ot 03.09.2013 r., korato € Ha3HayeHa 3a acucmeHm, a oT
29.10.2015 roguHa 3aema akafemuyHaTa QJTbXHOCT ,2rageH acucmedm®, Kbm anpun 2026 rognHa uma
npenopasarencku ctax B KO3Y H. Puncku - bnaroesrpag 12 2o0uHu u 7 meceya (YLOCTOBEPEHWE W3X.
Ne33/01.04.2026 r.)

IV. OO6uwa oueHKa Ha Hay4YHaTa NPoOAYKUMA U U3cnepgoBaTenckKara 4eMHOCT

KanouoatsT . ac. 4-p Pycka boxkosa e npefcrtasun 3a yyactue B KOHKypca MOHo2paghuyeH
mpyd cbc 3arnasue ,CneunanuavpaHy BULOBE TYpU3bM B TPaHCrpaHWYHMA pervoH Bbnrapus —
[bpUMS’, KOUTO € peLieH3NpaH oT ABe xabunutupaHu nuua n e 06CbaeH B MbPBUYHOTO 3BEHO — KaTeapa
,1ypu3bM*. MoHorpagmsiTa e usgageHa ot AkageMuyHo ugartenctso ,Heodout Puncku® — bnaroesrpag
npe3 2023 roguHa. B moHorpadmsaTa ce pasrnexgar pasnuuuaTa B MOTMBaUMATa Ha Gbnrapckute
TypucTn, nocewasawy CesepHa bpumns 1 Tasu Ha rpbLUKUTE TYpuCTW, nocewasalum tOrosanagHa
bunrapua. B Tpyda ce npaBu UANOCTHA OLEHKA Ha PecypCHWst NOTEHUMan Ha ABaTta panloHa Kato
TYPUCTUYECKN OeCTuHauuu. ABTOpkaTa uacnegsa M CUCTEMATM3MPa Bb3MOXHOCTUTE 3a e(PeKTUBHO
CbTPyOHMYECTBO W B3aumopencTBue B obracTta Ha TypusMa M MO-KOHKPETHO pa3BuBaHe Ha
cneuuanmsupadn opMM Ha TYpU3bM B TPaHCIPaHUYHUTE paroHW. AprymeHTMpa ce TesaTa 3a
HeobxoaMMOCTTa OT Mepku 3a nogobpsisaHe WHGOPMMPAHOCTTA Ha 3aMHTEPECOBAHUTE CTPaHW U
OpraHu3MpaHe Ha TeMaTW4HU MapLupyTi, obxBallaly pecypcu W OT ABETe CTpaHWu. 3a HyXauTe Ha
W3cnenBaHeTo e M3Mon3saH NOAXOASL, UHCTPYMEHTAPUYM OT Ka4€CTBEHM U KONMYECTBEHN METOAM.

[-p Pycka BoxkoBa NpeAcTaBs B CMUCHKA 3@ U3MbIHEHWE HA MUHUMANHWUTE 3a0bIDKUTENHM
n3nckBaHus, cbobpasHo MpasunHuka 3a npunaraHe Ha 3PACPE owle egHa nybnukyBaHa MoHorpadms,
KOSTO HE € MpeAcTaBeHa KaTo OCHOBEH xabwunutauwoHeH Tpyd u nybriukyBaHa kHura Ha 6asata Ha
3allMTEH AMCEepTaUMOHEeH Tpyd 3a NMpuUCbxaaHe Ha obpasoBaTenHa M HayyHa creneH "gokTop".
KangnpatsT e npeactasun 9 ctatn v goknagu, nybnukyBaHu B HayuYHU M3AaHus, pedepupaqu u
WHAEKCUPaHU B CBETOBHOM3BECTHI 6a3n JaHHW C Hay4yHa uHopmauus (0T kouto 1 camocTtosTenHa u 8
B CbaBTOPCTBO), kakTo 1 11 ctatum u goknagw, nybrmkyBaHu B HepedepupaHn CrMCaHMs C Hay4YHO
peueH3npaHe wnu nybnukyBaHu B pedakTUpaHu KOMEKTMBHM TOMOBE (8 camocTosTenHn v 3 B
CbaBTOpCTBO). [1-p BoXKoBa MMa y4actus B ABE KOMEKTMBHU MOHOrpacuu. B cnnckka ¢ nybnukaumm,
KaHOMZATHT MO KOHKYpCa € NOCcoYMn U eauH camocTosTeneH y4ebHuk no ,MexayHapogeH TypusbMm®,
n3gageH npe3 2018 roguHa u peueHsupaH OT e xabunutupanu nuua. [pasu BnevatneHue, ye



npeobnagasalya Yact oT nybnukaumuTe ca Ha aHrMMIACKN 31K, KOETO € NPeanocTaBka 3a MexayHapoaHa
BMAMMOCT Ha M3CnefBaHusTa Ha aBTopa.

MpeactaBeHata HayyHa NPOAYKUMS HadBULWABA M3MCKYEMWUTE MUHUMAmHW  HaLMOHAMHM
nauckeaHms no un.26, an. 2 n 3 ot 3PACPB B HayuHa obracT 3. ,CouunanHu, CTONaHCKU U NPaBHK Hayku®,
KaTo oTuMTa cnegHuTe nybnukaumu, 06obLieHn no rpynn 1 6por TOYK:

pyna A -gucepTaumoHeH Tpya — 50 Toukw;

Mpyna B — xabunutaumoHeH Tpya — 100 Touku;

Mpyna I — 24 nybnukaumm — 392,6 TOYKM (Npy MUHUMANHO uamnckeaHe ot 200);

Mpyna 1 — 76 uutupanus — 670 To4ku (Mpu MUHUMAITHO M3nckBaHe oT 50).

Mpu nanckyemn 400 Touku, a-p boxkosa Habupa 1212,6 Touku.

KaHompatsT 3a akagemMuyHaTa AfTbXXHOCT ,JOLEHT" 0TYMTa 1 nocTkeHus no pyna E: 9 npoekTa
N 1 y4ebHuK — 215 TouKkM (onMbrHUTENHW U3nckaHus ot KO3Y H. Punckn® — 30 Toukw).

OT npencTaBeHuTEe [JOKYMEHTM € BWOHO, Ye KaHAMAaTbT 3HayumesHo Hadeuwaea
Heobxo0umume MOYKU NO HayKoMempuyHume nokasamenu om mabnuyume ¢  MUHUMaTHUMe
HaUUOHarHU U3ucKeaHusi U OONbIHUMENHO NoCmaseHume BbB BbTpellHaTa HopMmaTuBHa ypenba
YCNOBWS OT BUCLIETO YUMIMLLE 3a 3aeMaHe Ha akageMuyHaTa AmbXHOCT ,A0LEHT".

B npeacraeennTe nybnukaumm Hama OokadaHO MO 3aKOHHOYCTAHOBEHUS ped Nnarnatcrao,
WN3Mon3BaHe Ha HEKOPEKTHU AaHHM WU HEKOPEKTHO MO30BABAHE Ha Yy)XaW Hay4HM TpyOoBe.

[MpedcmaseHume om an. ac. 0-p Pycka boxkosa nybnukayuu ca kayecmseHu om e3ukosa U
cmunucmuyHa eneOHa moyka. Te ca noceemeHU Ha akmyanHu U 3Hadumu npobrieMu Ha
mypucmu4yeckama Hayka u npakmuka. 5IcHo (hokycupaH e u3credogamesickusm UHMepPec U e Noka3aHa
Hay4Ha 0b/160YUHa 8bPXYy hpobremume Ha MpPaHCapPaHUYHOMO CbMpPYOHUYECMBO, MypPUCMUYECKUME
nomouyu, cheyuanusupaHume opMu Ha mypussM U Opyau ce8bp3aHu akmyanHu memu.

V. XapaktepusupaHe Ha Hay4YHWUTe NPUHOCK

B cbabpxaHueTo Ha nybnukauuute Ha rn. ac. a-p Pycka BoxkoBa ce 0TKposiBaT 3Ha4YuMK 3a
TypUCTMYECKATa TEOPUS W MpaKTUKa Hay4HO-MPUIOXHW npuHock. B obobuleH Bua MoraT 3a 6baar
CUHTE3WPaHM B CMeHUTE HanpaBreHus:

[Tepeo. MpoyyeHn, aHann3uMpaHn 1 cucTEMaTU3MpaHU (BKIKOYUTENTHO U Ype3 U3Nos3BaHe Ha
CpaBHUTENEH aHanmM3) ca MOTWBaUWSTa, Harnmacute W MOLENUTE Ha TYPUCTUYECKO NOBefeHue B
TpaHCrpaHWYHMA panoH bbnrapus — Mopuns. Ypes nanonssaHe Ha XONMUCTUYEH W LeAYKTUBEH NOAXOA,
npu nybnukayunte OKycrpaHn BbPXY YCTOMYMBUS TYpU3bM, CE U3BEXAT HACOKM Ca TepuTopuanHa
KOXe3nsi 1 ona3BaHe Ha pecypcuTe.

Bmopo. AganTupaHa v npunoxeHa e kpusaTa Ha Ky3Hew, 3a faHHW OT rpbLKaTa MKOHOMWKA U Ha
Ta3n OCHOBa € HafrpafeHa TeopusiTa 3a CMOXHOTO B3aMMOAEUCTBME MEXZY XW3HEeH CTaHaapT,
HepaBeHCTBa M eKONOMYHO BOLAaBaHe. B pamkuTe Ha Tean u3cnegBaHus ca npoyyeHu, aHanmanpaHu
N W3SICHEHU OOLLECTBEHO3ApPAaBHUTE PUCKOBE M TYPUCTUYECKUTE BB3MOXHOCTW 3a nopobpsiBaHe Ha
(HM3MYECKOTO U NCUXMYECKOTO B1aroCbCTosHME.

Tpemo. O6oraTeHo e Hay4HOTO No3HaHWe B 0bnacTTa Ha bexaHckaTa ¥ MUrpaHTCcKaTa Kpusa u
HENHOTO OTpaxeHWe BbPXY TYPUCTMYECKUTE noTouu. HanpaBeHu ca Hay4HOOOOCHOBaHW W3BOAW B
AMCOHAHC C OBLLECTBEHM Harnacy W OYaKkBaHWSs, KOWTO Ca OCHOBA 3a pauyOHanHKU U apryMeHTUPaHu
00LLLECTBEHM NONUTUKN.

Yemebpmo. WHTepnpeTupaHa € B3auMoBpb3kaTa Mexay Typusma, o06pasoBaHueTo,
WHTEpKyINTypHaTa KOMyHUKaLmMa U npeanpueMayectsoTo. [puBeseHn ca fokasaTencTea 3a ponsra Ha
obpa3oBaTenH1TE MHCTUTYLMN 3@ coLManHaTa UHTerpaums 1 e NpeanoxeH MHCTPYMEeHTapuyM 3a ToBa.

[lemo. Pa3paboTeHn ca aBTOPOBM MOLENM 3a peopraHu3auusi Ha y4ebHus npouec B
MOCKPM3MCHa Cpeaa u aganTupaHe KbM rnobanHata npegnpuemadecka ekocuctema. MpakTukonpunoxeH



Xapaktep uma paspaboTeHUsT Moges, CBbp3aH C BHeAPsSBaHE Ha WHGOPMALMOHHM CUCTEMU W
CO(PTYEPHM peLLEHNS B TYPUCTUYECKUTE NPeanpuaTHS.

0606weHo, HaydHUMe U Hay4yHO-NpUIoXHUMe npuHocu Ha 2. ac. 0-p Pycka boxkosa ce
omnudagam C OpUeUHanHocm, akmyanHocm, meopemuko-MemodonogudHa U  npakmudecka
3Hayumocm.

VI. AkageMuyHa U3BeCTHOCT

CnpaBkaTa 3a UMTUpaHETO Ha TpydoBeTe Ha A-p boxkoBa nokassa, Ye Te ca Momnyynnu W1pok
HayyeH 0T3ByK — 0bwo 76. OT Tax 25 B HayyHM u3aaHWs, pedepupaHn W WHAEKCUMpaHU B
CBETOBHOM3BECTHW 6a3n JaHHW C Hay4YHa MHOPMaLKUS UK B MOHOrpacun U KOMEKTUBHW TOMOBE; 8
UMTMPaHKSA B MOHOTpadum 1 KONEKTUBHU TOMOBE C Hay4HO peLieHsupaHe; 43 B HepedepupaHm crnmcaHns
C Hay4HO peLieH3npaHe. ToBa e UHOMKaLWS, Ye pe3yntaTute OT Hay4YHUTe U3crieaBaHns Ha rn. ac. 4-p
Pycka Boxkosa npedussuksam uHmepec cped uscnedosamenume u HaydHama Koneausi ce no3osasa
Ha msx.

VII. KputnuHu 6enexku n npenopbku

MpeacTaBeHnTe LOKYMEHTW U Ny6nuKauum He [aBaT OCHOBaHME 3a CbLUECTBEHW KPUTWUYHM
Benexkn. bux Morna aa oTnpaes nNpenopbka KbM KaHanaata B cBosiTa 6baella pabota fa npogbmku
W3CrefoBaTenckuTe TbPCEHWSt MO BLMPOCUTE HA TPAHCTPAHWYHUA TYpU3bM W U3BEXDaHe Ha
Hay4HOOBOCHOBaHM peLLEHMs 3a HeroBaTa Aobpa BanopusaLms.

VIIl. 3aknoyeHue

Bb3 0cHOBa Ha NOCTWKEHWATA Ha kaHau4aTa, u3pa3sBaM CBOETO MOMOXMTENHO CTAHOBWLLE, Ye
rn. ac. a-p Pycka boxkoBa 0TroBapsi Ha BCUYKM U3UCKBAHMS 3a 3aeMaHe Ha akageMuyHaTa 4STbXHOCT
,A0UeHT". TlpeacTaBeHuTe CnpaBku, OOKYMEHTW U nybnukauum $§CHO [OKas3BaT Hanuuneto Ha
CbLUECTBEHN Hay4HN 1 HAY4YHO-MPUNOXHM NPUHOCK C BIUCOKA TEOPETUYHA W MPpaKTUYecka CTONHOCT.

Ha ocHoBaHwe Ha ropensnoxeHOTO AaBam CBOSITa MONOXUTENHA OLeHKa 1 npeanaram 3a n3bop
Ha akagemudyHaTa [bXHOCT ,J0UEHT* B mpodecoHanHo Hanpaenenve 3.9 Typu3bM, HaydHa
cneymanHoct MkoHOMMKa W ynpaBneHne Ha Typusama (CneumanuavpaHu BUOoOBE TYpuU3bM W
TpaHcrpaHuyHo cbTpyaHuyecto)’, B HO3Y H. Puncku’- Bnaroesrpag en. ac. 0-p Pycka
BeHyucnasoea boxkoea.

04.08.2026 . YneH Ha Hay4YHOTO KYPU: ..ooevvvvvvennns
(oou. a-p Meta ViBaHoBa ToHeBa)



OPINION

By: Assoc. Prof. Petya Ivanova Toneva, PhD
Academy of Economics "D. A. Tsenov" — Svishtov
Professional field 3.8 Economics
Scientific specialty "Economics and Management (Tourism)"

Subject: Competition for the academic position of Associate Professor in the professional field 3.9
Tourism, scientific specialty "Economics and Tourism Management (Specialized Types of Tourism
and Cross-Border Cooperation)"

l. Introduction of the candidate

The only candidate under the announced in State Gazette No. 36/17.04.2026 Competition for
the academic position of "Associate Professor" in the professional field 3.9 Tourism, scientific specialty
"Economics and Tourism Management (Specialized Types of Tourism and Cross-Border Cooperation)"
is Head Assist. Ruska Ventsislavova Bozhkova, PhD.

The candidate is a lecturer at the Department of Tourism at the South-West University "N. Rilski"
- Blagoevgrad.

Il. Reasons for writing the opinion

The opinion was prepared on the basis of a Decision of the Faculty Council of the Faculty of
Economics at South-West University "N. Rilski", Minutes No. 38/15.06.2026, Order No. 1362/16.06.2026
of the Rector of SWU "N. Rilski" - Blagoevgrad to determine the composition of the scientific jury and a
decision of the first meeting of the scientific jury held on 25.06.2026.

lll. Personal characteristics of the candidate

Ruska Ventsislavova Bozhkova completed her secondary education at the High School,
Asprovalta, Greece in 1999, and in 2002 at the Unified Lyceum in the same city. In 2006 she obtained a
Bachelor's degree in Public Administration from the University of Social and Political Sciences "Panto",
Hellenic Republic. In the period 2009-2013 he was a full-time PhD student at the South-West University
"N. Rilski" - Blagoevgrad under the doctoral program "Economics and Management (Tourism)". In 2013
he acquired a PhD in 2013 after defending his dissertation titled "Interregional Features of Rural Tourism".

According to the CV attached to the competition documents, Dr. Bozhkova is a reviewer in the
journal "Athens Journal of Tourism" at the Institute of Education and Research, Athens and is a member of
the editorial board of the journal "Entrepreneurship" at the South-West University "N. Rilski", which is
indicative of the high scientific authority of the candidate. is of the Confederation of Independent Trade
Unions (CITUB), at the South-West University "N. Rilski". In addition to Bulgarian as a mother tongue, Head
Assist. Ruska Bozhkova speaks English, Greek and German.

The applicant reports participation in one national project of SWU "Neofit Rilski" under the
"Ordinance on the terms and conditions for the evaluation, planning, distribution and spending of funds
from the state budget for financing the scientific or artistic activities inherent in state higher education
institutions" entitled: "Sustainable Development, Management and Planning", as well as in eight



international projects: 1) Licence, Master professionnels en formation ouverte et a distance pour le
developpement du tourisme durable en Chine, au Vietnam et au Kirghizstan — LMPT; 2) Social and
Sustainable skills for young NEET population (SOSUSK); 3) Sustainability as a Recovery Tool for Small
Tourism Business: Enviromental & Social Responsibility in Tourism, SuReTo; 4) FAIRNESS - Financial
Skills for business Startups; §) Towards the Autonomy of UFM (Unaccompanied Foreign Minors) ToAUFM
(Funded by Erasmus+, KA2); 6) "Integrating Bulgaria-Greece cross-border significance historical and
archeological assets into one sustainable thematic tourist destination" (BORDERLESS CULTURE), funded
by the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) and INTERREG V-A Greece — Bulgaria 2014-2020;
7) Social agri-entrepreneurship for disabled people in the cross border area (AGRI ABILITY), funded by:
INTERREG V-A Greece — Bulgaria 2014-2020; 8) Innovative instruments for the preservation and
promotion of cultural heritage in the cross border area (TOURISM-e), funded by: INTERREG V-A Greece
— Bulgaria 2014-2020.

The main disciplines taught by the candidate are: "Sustainable Management of Rural
Tourism", "Management of Tourist Attractions", "International and Domestic Tourism", "Rural Tourism" and
"Management of Tourist Experiences".

The professional career of Ruska Ventsislavova Bozhkova at the Faculty of Economics of
South-West University "N. Rilski" - Blagoevgrad began on 03.09.2013, when she was appointed as an
assistant, and from 29.10.2015 she held the academic position of "Chief Assistant”. As of April 2026, he
has a teaching experience at South-West University "N. Rilski" - Blagoevgrad for 12 years and 7 months
(Certificate ex. N033/01.04.2026)

IV. Overall assessment of scientific production and research activity

The candidate, Head Assist. Dr. Ruska Bozhkova, has submitted for participation in the
competition a monographic paper entitled "Specialized Types of Tourism in the Cross-Border Region
Bulgaria — Greece", which has been reviewed by two habilitated persons and has been discussed in the
primary unit — the Department of Tourism. The monograph was published by the Academic Publishing
House "Neofit Rilski" — Blagoevgrad in 2023. The monograph examines the differences in the motivation
of Bulgarian tourists, visiting Northern Greece and that of Greek tourists visiting Southwestern Bulgaria.
The work makes a comprehensive assessment of the resource potential of the two regions as tourist
destinations. The author explores and systematizes the opportunities for effective cooperation and
interaction in the field of tourism and in particular the development of specialized forms of tourism in cross-
border areas. The thesis of the need for measures to improve the awareness of stakeholders and the
organization of thematic routes covering resources from both sides is argued. For the needs of the study,
appropriate tools of qualitative and quantitative methods were used.

Ruska Bozhkova, PhD presents in the list for the fulfillment of the minimum mandatory
requirements, in accordance with the Regulations for the Implementation of the Law on the
Implementation of the Law on the Elimination of Discrimination and Discrimination, another published
monograph, which is not presented as a major habilitation work and a published book on the basis of a
defended dissertation for awarding the educational and scientific degree of "Doctor". The candidate has
submitted 9 articles and reports published in scientific journals, refereed and indexed in world-renowned
databases with scientific information (of which 1 independent and 8 co-authored), as well as 11 articles
and reports published in non-refereed journals with scientific peer-review or published in edited collective
volumes (8 independent and 3 co-authored). Dr. Bozhkova has participated in two collective monographs.
In the list of publications, the candidate for the competition has also indicated one independent textbook
on "International Tourism", published in 2018 and reviewed by two habilitated persons. It is noteworthy
that the majority of the publications are in English, which is a prerequisite for international visibility of the
author's research.



The submitted scientific production exceeds the required minimum national requirements under
Article 2b, Para. 2 and 3 of the Law on the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals in the Scientific Field 3.
"Social, Economic and Legal Sciences", taking into account the following publications, summarized by
groups and number of points:

Group A - dissertation - 50 points;

Group B - habilitation work — 100 points;

Group D — 24 publications — 392.6 points (with a minimum requirement of 200);

Group D - 76 citations — 670 points (with a minimum requirement of 50).

With the required 400 points, Bozhkovaq PhD scored 1212.6 points.

The candidate for the academic position of Associate Professor also reports achievements in
Group E: 9 projects and 1 textbook — 215 points (additional requirements from South-West University "N.
Rilski" — 30 points).

It is evident from the submitted documents that the applicant significantly exceeds the
necessary points in the scientometric indicators from the tables with the minimum national requirements
and the additional conditions set in the internal regulatory framework by the higher education institution
for occupying the academic position of "Associate Professor".

In the submitted publications, there is no plagiarism, use of incorrect data and/or incorrect
reference to foreign scientific works, proven in accordance with the established procedure.

The presented by Head Assist. Ruska Bozhkova's publications are of high quality from a linguistic
and stylistic point of view. They are dedicated to topical and significant problems of tourism science and
practice. The research interest is clearly focused and scientific depth is shown on the problems of cross-
border cooperation, tourist flows, specialized forms of tourism and other related topical topics.

V. Characterisation of scientific contributions

In the content of the publications of Head Assist. Ruska Bozhkova, PhD, significant scientific and
applied contributions for tourism theory and practice stand out. In generalized form, they can be
synthesized in the following directions:

First. The motivations, attitudes and patterns of tourist behavior in the cross-border region of
Bulgaria — Greece have been studied, analyzed and systematized (including through the use of
comparative analysis). Through the use of a holistic and deductive approach, publications focused on
sustainable tourism provide guidelines for territorial cohesion and resource conservation.

Second. The Kuznets curve for data from the Greek economy has been adapted and applied and
on this basis the theory of the complex interaction between living standards, inequalities and
environmental degradation has been upgraded. Within the framework of these studies, public health risks
and tourism opportunities for improving physical and mental well-being have been studied, analyzed and
clarified.

Third. The scientific knowledge in the field of the refugee and migrant crisis and its impact on
tourist flows has been enriched. Scientifically based conclusions have been made in dissonance with
public attitudes and expectations, which are the basis for rational and reasoned public policies.

Fourth. The relationship between tourism, education, intercultural communication and
entrepreneurship is interpreted. Evidence of the role of educational institutions for social integration is
presented and a toolkit for this is proposed.

Fifth. Author's models for reorganization of the learning process in a post-crisis environment and
adaptation to the global entrepreneurial ecosystem have been developed. The developed model related
to the implementation of information systems and software solutions in tourism enterprises has a practical
and applied character.



In summary, the scientific and scientific-applied contributions of Head Assist. Ruska Bozhkova,
PhD are distinguished by originality, relevance, theoretical, methodological and practical significance.

VI. Academic notoriety

The reference for the citation of Dr. Bozhkova's works shows that they have received a wide
scientific response — a total of 76. Of these, 25 are in scientific journals, refereed and indexed in world-
famous databases with scientific information or in monographs and collective volumes; 8 citations in
monographs and collective volumes with scientific peer review; 43 in non-refereed journals with scientific
peer review. that the results of the scientific research of Head Assist. Ruska Bozhkova arouse interest
among researchers and the scientific collegium refers to them.

VII. Critical remarks and recommendations

The submitted documents and publications do not give grounds for significant critical remarks. |
could recommend that the candidate continue his research research on cross-border tourism in his future
work and to derive science-based solutions for its good valorisation.

VIIl. Conclusion

Based on the achievements of the candidate, | express my positive opinion that Assist. As. Dr.
Ruska Bozhkova meets all the requirements for occupying the academic position of Associate Professor.
The presented references, documents and publications clearly prove the presence of significant scientific
and applied scientific contributions of high theoretical and practical value.

On the basis of the above, | give my positive assessment and propose for the choice of the
academic position of Associate Professor in the professional field 3.9 Tourism, scientific specialty
"Economics and Tourism Management (Specialized Types of Tourism and Cross-Border Cooperation)"”,
at the South-West University "N. Rilski" - Blagoevgrad, Head Assist. Ruska Ventsislavova Bozhkova,
PhD.

04.08.2026 Member of the scientific jury: ..................
(Assoc. Prof. Petya Ivanova Toneva, PhD)



